4

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

Most are able to recognize the signs
when something is about to change.
For instance, as we see leaves turn red
and yellow and begin to fall, we know
that the warmth of summer is behind
us, and the cold of winter will soon
be upon us. Then there are other
signs: a faint, light-headed feeling, the
swelling of hands and feet, changes in
appetite, odd cravings, and nausea --
especially in the morning. In nine
months, a tiny child will change the
lives of an entire family.

We as a Church have stepped into
Advent, and we know the signs. The
paraments are blue. We light the
Advent candles. We sing hymns about
waiting, watching, repentance,
preparation, and expectation.
We do this because someone is
coming to be part of our lives. The
birth of any child changes individual
families, but the birth of this Child has
an impact on the entire world. This is
radical change. This is God’s
radical surprise for the world.
Nothing is the same, and we are
challenged to change our lives in
response to this amazing surprise.

In Advent we hear the powerful
message of Emmanuel, God with us.

But this is not a story of a conquering
king with armies and wealth.
Instead, we hear a story of a birth.
God's Kingdom comes with the hard
work of labor and the love of an eternal
Parent who is willing to live in and with
the world.

We can get ready for the birth,
similar to what expectant mothers do.
Eat healthy: by receiving the precious
gift of Holy Communion. Get in shape:
with spiritual exercises such as regular
prayer. Listen to the experiences of
others: those who have known the
wonder of the birth of Christ in their
lives. And read a book which can help
you through the process. In the words
of Holy Scripture, we are connected
with wonder that God’s changes bring
to the world

We know the signs. They are all
around us. Jesus is coming. Now is the
time to get ready, to be prepared to
celebrate God’s love made real in a
Tiny Baby. Now is the time to
recommit our lives to the Living Lord.

Advent Blessings!
In Christ,

f:r:)' Lo M

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



December Worship Highlights

Wednesday, December 3
Sunday, December 7
g
AN
Wednesday, December 10

Sunday, December 14

Wednesday, December 17

Sunday, December 21

Thursday, December 25

Sunday, December 28

10:30 AM — Holy Communiontdedaling in the
Chapel

Second Sunday of Advent
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniaénChapel

Third Sunday of Advent
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniaénChapel

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Service of Lessons and Carols
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
1:30 PM — Quiet Christmas Service with Holy
Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Christmas Eve — The Nativity of Our Lord

10:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave

4 PM — Service of Holy Communion with Sunday
Church School Christmas Pageant in the Nave

7 PM — Candlelight Service of Holy Communion in
the Nave

10 PM — Candlelight Service of Holy Communion
in the Nave

Christmas Day
10:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave

First Sunday of Christmas
9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel



Elizabeth’s
Editorial

We live in a day in which

hopelessness and despair often dominate the

news. Hearing such stories can cause our
own thoughts and conversations to also be
dominated by hopelessness. It can seem that
our economy, our planet, and humanity itself
are on a downward spiral. Such thoughts
could lead to the conclusion that our future
seems dim.

Advent is a season of anticipation.
Sunday November, 30is the first of four
Sundays in the Season of Advent. The
biblical passages we will hear during Advent
remind us that this feeling of a dim future is
not new to us. Cries of that same
hopelessness can be heard in the Hebrew
prophets and people. The readings beg us to
look at the world around us, and in doing so,
we often see despair and brokenness.

Advent is a season of hope in the
future. Advent is the beginning of the
Church Year and is a season that asks us as
the Church to prepare for the coming of
Jesus, God’s very own Son. The readings
remind us that while there may be despair,
the coming of Jesus brings us a new hope.
Advent is a season that proclaims hope in
the future in the midst of hopelessness in our
present. Advent reminds us that we live in a
“middle time” — a time where Jesus has
come to us, but the glory of God has not yet
been fully revealed.

Each Sunday in Advent, we will
light another candle on our Advent Wreath.
After lighting the candle, we will sing verses
from the hymn “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel.” Each verse of the hymn begins
with “O” and follows with a biblical name
addressing God. In each verse you can hear
the cry of a people to their God for a better
future. Also in each verse you can hear the
hope of a people because of their God.

The beauty of Advent is that we,
too, can cry out to God with our fears and
our hopelessness. As we cry out, we are also

rooted in the promise of the One who is to
come, knowing that we have been given
reason to hope in our future. Just as
Emmanuel (meaning “God with us”) came
to Israel, Emmanuel has come to us and
keeps coming to us. Emmanuel is with us in
our despair and promises, a reliable hope in
the future.

“O come O come Emanuel and
ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely
exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to
you O lIsrael.”

“O come, O wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh: in
strength and beauty come and stay; teach us
your will and guide our way. Rejoice,
rejoice Emmanuel shall come to you O
Israel.”

“O come, O come O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient
times you gave the law in cloud, and
majesty and awe. Rejoice, rejoice
Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.”

“O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths
of hell your people save, and give victory
o’er the grave. Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel
shall come to you O Israel.”

Blessings in the anticipation,
Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519.




A motion was approved to:
-- Transfer Elizabeth Samuelson and

daughter Charlotte to Cathedral Church ot "?;. Ingatheringis December$at 10 AM at

the Nativity, Bethlehem, PA, upon their
written request.
-- Recommend to the January 2009 Annual
Congregational Meeting the adoption of the
following RIC Statement of Welcomail
are called to God's feast. As a Reconciling
in Christ congregation, we who have
experienced God'’s all-inclusive love invite
you to come as you are. We welcome people
of any age, race, ethnic background, gender,
sexual orientation, education, physical or
mental ability, or marital, parental, or
social status to join us as full participants in
the life of St. Peter’s.
-- Recommend to the December Special
Congregational meeting the following slate
for Congregation Council:
» To stand for election for a second
three-year-term -- Bruce Billiard, Roger
Douglas, George Kummer I, Lee
Rayden, Debra Schnecker.
» To stand for election for a first three-
year-term -- Gloria Jedinak.
» To stand for election to fill the
remaining year of a three-year-term --
Anthony Johnson.
-- Contract with RS Security to upgrade the
fire alarm system, with the costs to be taken
from the Trust Fund Growth Income.
-- Contract with West Generator Service
overhaul the generator and install a new
muffler system, with the costs to be take
from the Trust Fund Growth Income.
-- Appoint Carol Frankenfield and Rich
Hawk to the Audit Committee.

Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Studwvill begin a
three-month study of the book of Daniel on

Tuesdays, Decembe“and 18, from 9 to

A = 10:30 AM in the Trauger Room. The annual

Christmas Tea will follow Bible Study on
December 18 All women of the
congregation are invited to bring their
favorite tea cup and some goodies to share.
Bethlehem/Easton Mission District

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Saucon
Valley. Our commitment is to bring 175
containers of deodorant. We still need 25.
Place your donation in the box outside the
Church Office.

St. Peter’s is counting our blessings
as another calendar year comes to a close.
Among our many blessings is our building,
renovated and updated to offer ministry to
members and to the community. We have
worked together and we have come so far,
with God'’s help! Now our mortgage is
almost paid off. We are about ready to name
a date for a mortgage burning in 2009. All
that it will take is for each member to give
an extra gift now as the year ends and to
keep up the faithful giving for a few more
months.

Let's keep our commitment to pay
off this loan and continue to enjoy our
building while we worship the Lord of Life.
Just imagine the celebration to come!

The Special Congregational
eeting will take place on Sunday,
December %7, in the Nave at approximately

12 Noon — immediately following the 11

AM worship service. The purposes of the
meeting are to elect members to serve on the
Congregation Council and to adopt the
budget for 2009.



The Congregation Council will
present the Nominating Committee’s slate of
nominees for the Congregation Council
positions. Any nomination from the floor
during the meeting must be done with the
approval of the nominee, and a written -
biographical sketch must be available at-|
meeting. ,

Proposed Budgets for 2009 were /.
made available on November 16. If you
need a copy, please see an usher. Be sure to
study it and bring it back to the December
7" meeting. If you have questions about the
budget, please speak with Pastor Roberts,
Treasurer Joe Bleier, or Finance
Committee Chairperson Adam King. Come
help plan for St. Peter’s future!

Annual Reports are due in the
Church Office no later than Sunday,
December 7. Compiling the report requires
a great deal of time. You can help the office
staff and the volunteers by having your
report in on time.

Thanks for your help!

Offering Envelope

Boxes

2009 offering envelopes will be
available in the lower narthex on Sunday,

December 14 Please pick up your box and. N

deliver those of family and neighbors.

2008 Contribution
Records

If you want a printed copy of your
financial gifts to St. Peter’s during 2008,
please contact the Church Office by
December 14 Financial Secretary Dot
Nagy can print the statements as she closes
out the year on the computer. If you want a
financial donation to be included in St.
Peter’s 2008 fiscal year, it must be received
in the Church Office by hoon on

Wednesday, December®31Any monies
received after that time will be included in
St. Peter’s 2009 fiscal year.

Holiday Hours for the
Church Office

" The Church Office will be closed
for Christmas on December™®&nd 28
Holiday Office Hours for December 99
30", and 31 will be 8:00 AM to Noon. The
office will be closed for New Year on
January Tand 2¢

As always, in case of a pastoral
emergency, call the Church Office. Let the
phone ring about 10 times. The voice malil
will then provide the names of Staff
members on call.

A Christmas Gift with Special
Meaning

Donate a share ($100) or a half
share ($50) of Interest for a Day in the Keys
to the 2% Century Mortgage Fund in honor
or in memory of a loved one or for a special
occasion. Contact the Parish Secretary to
discuss what Sunday you want to have your

_ gift listed in the Sunday bulletin.

ELCA World Hunger
Appeal

On each of the four Sundays of
Advent, St. Peter’s children will participate
in the morning worship services by
receiving a special offering for the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal. As we prepare for
our wonderful holiday feasts, please
remember the hungry people of our world.
On Sundays, November 30, and
December 7, 14", and 2¥, please share an
offering with the children of St. Peter’s
immediately following the regular offering.



Ethnic Christmas Tree
Exhibit

Stop by the Comfort Suites (at the;‘%;

corner of ThirdStreet and Brodhead 5%%

Avenue) to see the Display of Christmasy * g%

S g

Trees which opens the week after (% _
Thanksgiving and runs through
January 4. Each tree is decorated by
different ethnic group. St. Peter’s and Holy
Ghost Roman Catholic Church have
decorated the “German” tree. Special thanks
to Jane Merkel and Ruth Walter, who
represented St. Peter’s again this year. Be
sure to see their handiwork during this
holiday season.

Lunch Bunch Gathers for
Christmas Dinner

On Wednesday, December 10,
following the 10:30 AM Worship in the
Chapel, everyone is invited to share a
Christmas dinner together in the Social
Room. There will also be Christmas music
during this time together.

“Lunch Bunch” includes everyone
who comes to Wednesday Worship. Itis a
time to share a meal with friends and to
enjoy good conversation and stories. So, you
and your friends can be part of this time
together as the Family of God sharing a
meal at St. Peter’s.

Quiet Christmas

There are times in our lives when
we don't feel up to a festive celebration. A
loss of a loved one, a job lay-off, an illness,
or another life challenge can make a quiet,
meditative worship more appealing.

On Sunday, December 21hose
who are looking for such an opportunity are
invited to worship in the Nave at 1:30 PM.
This “Quiet Christmas” will include guitar
music, reflective readings, and hymns. It

will be a service of Thanksgiving for God'’s
love for all of us, made real in the baby born
in Bethlehem. Together we will remember
that God journeys with us in even the most
difficult of times. God’s love and care never
end.

Christmas Pageant

Each year on Christmas Eve, St.
~ Peter’s family and friends gather at 4 PM for
Worship and the retelling of the Christmas
story by all the children and youth of our
Sunday Church School. This year December
24" is on a Wednesday.

In the midst of all the busyness that
is the Christmas season, we will stop to hear
again the story of the baby Jesus born to a
very young woman in a stable, surrounded
by animals and angels. The stars shone
brightly that night and will shine within St.
Peter’s.

The SCS students who have reading
or character parts need to come at 2:45 PM
on December 2%for the Pageant rehearsal.
All other students need to be at St. Peter’s
by 3:30 PM for their costumes and the
before-worship pictures. Families are
welcome to take pictures before worship as
well.

Join St. Peter’s children and youth
in celebrating the Christmas story!

During the Sundays of Advent, the
Sunday Church School students and the St.
Peter’s family are invited to a Baby Shower!
Please consider expanding your Christmas
gift list by bringing items to St. Peter’s for
the babies served by the South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center. As we wait for
another celebration of the birth of the Baby
Jesus, we will help care for some of the
babies in our neighborhood.



Please bring these items and place
them in the baskets in the Reception Area
each Sunday of Advent:

Sunday, November 30
Diaper wipes or baby shampoo;

Sunday, December~
Diapers or bibs;

Sunday, December 4
Baby food fruits or vegetables;

Sunday, December 21
Baby cereal or baby finger food.
These items will be taken to SBNC
on Monday, December 22, so they can be
given to families with babies. This is yet
another way to share your blessings with
Jesus’ little children.

Return Christmas
Gifts by December 15

1) Gifts for our Headstart children:
Each gift includes a hat or cap, mittens or
gloves, and a non-religious book. Place the
unwrapped gifts in a plastic bag with the tag
firmly attached to the outside.

2) Gifts for the children at SBNC: If
you took a star from the giving tree, please
purchase the toy, wrap it, and secure the star
to the package.

3) Gifts for Meals on Wheels
clients: A shopping list is available in the
Coffee Corner.

Gifts for all three of these agencies
need to be at St. Peter’s no later than
December 15.

Sending Christmas

Greetings
Listed below are the current known
addresses for St. Peter’s present and former
Interns. Please remember them with cards
and notes over the holidays.

Intern Elizabeth Nees
2258-A Aster Drive
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Drew Goodson
7301 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

The Rev. Jonathan Niketh
73 Stonewood Lane
Lynn, MA 01904

‘Rev. Michael & Mrs. Kelly Jannett
3285 St. James Road
Greeneville, TN 37743

The Rev. Christine Bridge
706 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008

The Rev. Michelle Kuhlman
115 Autumn Glen Drive
Carrollton, GA 30117

The Rev. Judy & Mr. Daniel Brennan
13005 Pine Hill Court
Prospect, Kentucky 40059

The Rev. Lori Kochanski
Mr. Scott Fackenthall
4514 S. Delaware Drive
Easton, PA 18040

The Rev. Julie Tillberg
Mr. John Pederson
114 6th Avenue
Mayville, ND 58257

The Rev. Jennifer and Mr. Vance Thomas

11917 W. 66th Street
Shawnee, KS 66216

kkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkhkkkhkk

St. Peter’s Mission Statement
Our mission is to be a Christ-
centered worshipping family of

faith witnessing to God'’s
inclusive love for individuals,
for our community, and for the
world.
kkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkikk
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Adopt a Family or an
Individual for Christmas

Two of the social ministry agencies
on the south side of Bethlehem provide
opportunities to “adopt a family” for
ChristmasNew Bethany Ministrie 30
families and 35 individuals are currently
living at New Bethany. If you would be
willing to adopt a family or an individual to
provide Christmas presents, please call 610-
691-5602.

South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center:Several neighborhood families will
have a meager Christmas this year. You can
help by calling 610-865-2791. As we give,
we share the spirit of Christmas!

Just a reminder: if you have or can
provide a turkey or ham, the South
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center is always
in need of them during the holiday season.

Bring what you have to St. Peter’s,
and we will make sure it gets delivered in
time for the Holidays. Please make sure to
let one of the Staff know that you are
placing items in the freezer or refrigerator so
none of the items get left behind!

Community Christmas
Pageant

The 30" annual live Bethlehem
Christmas Pageant will take place at 2 PM
on Saturday, December 13, and Sunday,
December 14, at the band shell in the
Bethlehem Rose Garden. The pageant tells
the Christmas story through a narrator,
costumed characters, and live animals. For
more information, see the poster on the
bulletin board outside the Church Office.

Caroling for All

On Friday evening, December 12,
everyone is invited to be a part of the St.
Peter’s Carolers. We will gather at 6 PM and
then go to the Rooney and Litzenberger
Senior High-rises to sing carols and spend
time with the residents. It is a time to share
the true meaning of Christmas by visiting
with folks who greatly enjoy our coming
and the singing. We’'ll sing some of our
favorites and those requested by the
residents.

We will return to St. Peter’s by 8
PM for some hot chocolate and cookies.
Caroling is more fun when more people
come, so bring a friend.

Please sign up on ‘Miss’ Liz's
Office door so that we can plan for the
transportation and the snacks.

Please remember, with notes and
cards, the following homebound members
who are celebrating their birthdays this
month:

Rose Klotz — December 2

Alma Beck — December 9

(Note: Alma Beck is our oldest member.
She will be 102 on her birthday!)

With Many Thanks!

From Doris Brunnabend for prayers,
cards, and pastoral visits.

From Grace Althenn for all the
cards, calls, prayers, and support.



From Debbie Siderias and Elsie
Snyder for the visits from St. Peter’s
members, Pastor Roberts, Pastor Spieker,
and Intern Elizabeth Nees. “Thank you so
much for the thoughts, prayers, flowers,
phone calls and cards that you all sent after
our car accident. It meant a lot to know that
people cared during this most difficult time
for us. All of your prayers and cards were
appreciated.”

From Bill Sames to Pastor Roberts,
Intern Elizabeth Nees, and Pastor Spieker
for their hospital visits; to the St. Peter’s
Staff and members for the many cards,
phone calls, and visits which helped speed
recovery.

BAPTISM:
Ava Lynn — November 9, 2008

A Spiritual FYI

Pastor Jon Niketh, former St. Peter's
Intern, wrote the devotion on the back of the
Sunday bulletins on the following dates:

Sundays, December 7, 14, and 21;
Christmas Eve (7 & 10:30 PM);
Sundays, December 28 and January 4.

As you prepare for worship, Pastor
Jon’s meditations will help you during your
quiet time of preparation.

If you are not sure if a St. Peter’'s
worship service or event will take place,
please call the Church Office and listen to
the recorded message for an update. If there
is no cancellation message, worship and
events will go on as scheduled.

Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund

There are those among us without
enough money to pay for their fuel or
electric bill, pay rent for a dry place to live,
buy clothing for their children, or place a
healthy meal on the table for their family.
From time to time, Pastor Roberts is asked
to assist individuals and families who are
experiencing a wide variety of difficulties.
The Pastor’'s Fund has been heavily used
over the past few months and is running
very low at present. Contributions may be
made by placing your donations in a pew
envelope and marking it “Pastor’s Fund.”
Won't you reach out to help a neighbor in
need?

< / -

The shelves are empty at the South
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center Food
Bank. Many families need to supplement
their grocery purchases with items from the
Food Bank during the cold winter months,
when there are more people unemployed due
to lay-offs from outdoor work. Currently,
there is no food available at SBNC for
families to feed their hungry children.

You can help by bringing non-
perishable food items to St. Peter’s. Grace
and Art Faust faithfully make deliveries
from St. Peter’s to the Food Bank. Items
needed are:

Canned meats and tuna

Peanut butter

Jelly

Canned soup

Canned vegetables

Canned fruit

Rice

Pasta and spaghetti sauce

Powdered milk

Together we can follow Jesus’
command to feed the hungry.

10



Congregation
Council Nominees

The following people have agreed to
stand for election to a second three-year-
term:

> Bruce Billiard has been a
member of St. Peter’s for 45 years. He
works in the accounting department at St.
Luke’s Hospital. At St. Peter’s he serves as
an Assistant to the Treasurer, member of the
Finance Committee, Usher, Greeter, and
Gift Bearer, and he helps care for Martin
Luther King, Jr., Park -- St. Peter’'s
community park. He and his wife Sally have
two grown children, Brandi and Derek.

> Roger Douglasjoined St. Peter’s
in 2004. He is the Associate Director in the
Office of International Programs in the
College of Education at Lehigh University.
He participates at St. Peter’'s as a member of
the Intern Committee, as an Assisting
Minister, through Flower Delivery, and as a
member of the Madhani Task Force. His
hobbies include international travel, movies,
and watching sports.

> George Kummerjoined St.
Peter’s in 1985. His ministry in daily life is
to make medical implants. George loves to
work on cars. At St. Peter’s he serves as
Chairperson of the Stewardship Committee,
Usher, and Gift Bearer.

> Lee Raydenis retired and loves
to volunteer at St. Peter’s, where he has been
a member since 1976. He is the Chairperson
of the Intern Support Committee, sings with
the Faith Choir, helps with collating the
bulletin and The Courieand serves on the
Stewardship Committee and as the
Wednesday Worship Sexton.

> Debra Schneckerhas been a
member of St. Peter’s for 25 years. She
serves in the Nursery, as an Usher, and as a
Sunday Church School teacher. She is
married to Jim, and they are the parents of
Amber, Katie Lynn, and Jimmy. Debbie is
employed by The Morning Call

The following people have been
nominated to serve for the first time as
members of St. Peter's Congregation
Council:

> Gloria Jedinak has agreed to
stand for election for a first three-year-term.
She joined St. Peter’s in 2005 and serves as
an Usher and a Greeter. She works at Lehigh
University as Coordinator of University
Relations. Gloria is a quilter and roots for
the Steelers. She and her husband Robert are
the parents of two grown children, Allison
and Gregory.

> Anthony (Tony) Johnsonhas
agreed to stand for election to fill the
remaining year of a three-year-term. He has
been a member of St. Peter’s since 1992. He
and his wife Jill are the parents of Marcus
and Owen. Tony is employed as a Hardware
Analyst. At St. Peter’s he can be found
serving on Nursery duty and playing on the
volleyball and softball teams.

Council
Installation

St. Peter's Congregation Council
will be installed during the worship services
on Sunday, January'4Please pray for these
members as they commit to serve in
leadership positions during 2009.

Save the Date!

St. Peter's Annual Meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, January'2® the
Social Room, immediately following the
9:30 AM worship service. The St. Peter’s
family gathers for snacks, discussion of St.
Peter's ministries, and to see the annual
“Year in Review” PowerPoint presentation.
Be sure to mark your calendar!
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Meals on Wheels is the organization
that provides meals to those who are
homebound. Volunteers drive assigned
routes each weekday to deliver a hot lunch.
Many St. Peter's members make financial
donations to the organization, and a number
of members are volunteer drivers. Several
members of the congregation are also
recipients of meals.

In 2009, St. Peter’s will again
sponsor a Meals on Wheels route. Our
donation of $500 will help provide for many
hungry neighbors. Because of our gift, a car
used to deliver meals in the area of the
congregation will bear a placard that reads,
“St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church.”
Look for the car whenever you're in the
neighborhood.

Please keep those who prepare and
deliver the meals and those who are
receiving meals in your prayers during this
holy season.

Note to Campus

Ministry Students

When the studying for finals gets to
be too much, remember that all students are
welcome to stop by St. Peter’s for a cup of
coffee, some conversation or consoling, a
quiet place to study, or a prayer.

In addition, we will be providing
study breaks at various locations during your
exam period, so watch for e-mail messages
and the Sunday Bulletin Announcements for
times and locations. Study shack bags will
be handed out after Worship Services.

The best formula for success during
exam time is plenty of studying, but also lots
of sleep and eating healthy foods! Good
Luck to all.

Have an enjoyable time away, and
we’ll be glad to see you when you return in
January 2009.

A “Crafty” Afternoon

Sometimes winter afternoons or
evenings can get long when there seems to
be nothing new to do. If you feel like that
sometimes, come on Sunday, January 18,
2009, and try something new.

Following a soup lunch at 12:15
PM, there will be the opportunity to try three
different crafts: knitting, quilting, and
pottery. There will be three experts to help
you learn something new. Supplies will be
provided. Come try something new, or if
you already know how, bring a project
along.

This is an afternoon for all ages. If
you think you'd like to try one or all of these
crafts, come. We'll try to finish up by 2:30
PM, but it might take longer to master a
craft. Save the date!

SCS Teachers / Staff / Parents

On Saturday, January 24, 2009, you
have the opportunity to attend the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod’s
Learning Ministries Day. This will be an
opportunity to hear a keynote address about
the new ELCA initiative, Book of Faith,
presented by Rolf Jacobson, one of the
authors. There will be the opportunity to
attend two workshops from the 20-or-so
being offered.

It is important to register for this
event, which will be held this year at Union
Lutheran Church in Schnecksville. We will
car pool from St. Peter’s. Lunch is included,
and St. Peter’s will cover the registration
fee.
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Youth are Going to ELCA
Youth Gathering 2009

Once the calendar is flipped to
2009, it will be time for St. Peter’s seven
youth and three advisors to get serious about
their faith journey to the ELCA Youth
Gathering in New Orleans in July 2009!

With the theme JESUS ~ JUSTICE
~ JAZZ" the group knows that there will be
much to experience in their five days
together with 33,000 other Lutherans. The
focus of this gathering is to have each
participant volunteer, in the name of Jesus,
to help the City of New Orleans, which is
still recovering from the devastation of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. St. Peter’s
group requested a work project that will help
the environment. They will learn what their
specific project is when they arrive in New
Orleans.

Once again everyone will have the
opportunity to support these youth and
advisors with prayers, energy, and financial
support.

The*“Take Stock in Our Youth”
Campaign will begin at the Annual
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January
25, when people may begin to buy “shares
of stock” in our youth. All Stockholders will
then be invited to a Pre-Gathering
Stockholders Meetings to hear about the
planning and preparation for attending a
Gathering and to a Post-Gathering
Stockholders Meeting when the group
returns from New Orleans to hear stories
about the experience.

There will also be 2009 ELCA
Youth Gathering pew envelopes available in
the New Year and a variety of other
opportunities to support the group, including
the Mardi Gras Dinner.

Mardi Gras 2009

Plan NOW to attend St. Peter's
Mardi Gras Dinner and Show on Sunday,
February 22, 2009. Dinner will be at 12:15
PM. The show will be at 1:30 PM.

LIFT 2009

The Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod is planning another day of celebration
of our life togetherLIFT - - Lutheransn
Faith Together! On Saturday, June 13, 2009,
all ages are invited to Muhlenberg College
for a day that includes a Keynote speaker, a
variety of workshops, musical offerings in
the Egner Chapel, a children’s program, a
teen program, and music presented by
Dakota Road — a group that has become
popular at ELCA Youth Gatherings.

Put a SAVE on that date on your
new 2009 calendar and watch the Courier
and Sunday Bulletin for more details about
specific offerings and registration
information. In 2008 about 30 members of
St. Peter’s were in attendance. Let’'s have
more attend in 2009!

January Courier
Deadline

The deadline for the January
Courieris Sunday, December 7. Due to the
amount of printing which will take place
during the month, an early deadline is
necessary. Please place your articles in the
editor’'s mailbox or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com Articles
received after this date will be held for the
January issue. Thank you!

13



St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshktymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride’'s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21 Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is
$20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts
Coordinator, Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with
guestions or for more information.

Give Blood — Save Lives

The holiday season is a difficult
time for local blood banks. There is often a
donor shortage because people are busier at
this time of year. Call the Miller-Keystone
Blood Center at 610-559-7100 today to
make an appointment. It's simple and quick.
You can give a special Christmas gift as you
help to save lives!

Stop in afThe Better Buy Thrift
Shopfor your Christmas shopping during
the month of December. The clothing is
plentiful and the selection is great. Shop for
yourself or for family and friends. The shop
is open from 10 AM to 3 PM, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and on Fridays

from 10:30 AM to 1 PM. December 93s
the last day for shopping before the shop
closes for the holidays. Stop in to see the
beautiful, clean, inexpensive clothing that is
available for men, women, and children. All
proceeds from the shop benefit the programs
of Southside Ministries.

From everyone at SSM — May God
continue to bless you as you celebrate the
birth of the Newborn King!

The Hunger Site

As you close down your computer
each day, take one more minute to help feed
those in hunger. Since the Hunger Site
began in 1999, together we have generated
funding for 500 million cups of food. All
costs are paid by a site sponsor. All we need
to do is click once a day.

Visit thehungersite.comeach day.

In less than a minute, you will provide the
cost of 1.1 cups of food. It's a simple way to
share food with others at no cost to you.

A Most-Important Gift
Catalogue

The Good Gifts Catalogue has just
arrived in St. Peter’s mail. Stop in at the
Church Office to get a glimpse of all the
gifts that are available from the ELCA for
Christmas. You can give gifts in honor of a
loved one. A gift of $10 provides a fruit tree
seedling or chicks for a family to raise. $40
buys a 50-pound bag of nails for use by
Disaster Response to rebuild homes.

And those are just examples!

Choose your gift, make the check
payable to the ELCA, and mail it to 39488
Treasury Center, Chicago, IL, 60694. You
will receive a gift card to give to the person
you are honoring, and you will help
someone in need at the same time!
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As members of the ELCA, we can
help respond to disasters in the United States
and around the world. Our gifts given
faithfully to “Disaster Response” —
combined with the gifts of other Lutherans
throughout the US and the Caribbean, make
it possible to help thousands of people
quickly when a disaster strikes. To provide
help to our sisters and brothers in Christ,
make your check payable to St. Peter’'s and
write, “Disaster Response” in the memo
line. Place checks in the offering plate or
mail them to the Church Office. During the
seasons of Advent and Christmas, as we
enjoy celebrations with family and friends,
please continue to hold those suffering from
natural disasters in your prayers.

Do You Know a Child
Who Is a Gang Member?

Several gangs are currently active in
the Lehigh Valley. How can one tell if a
child is a member of a gang or being
recruited for a gang? What must you know?
What signs should you look for? What can a
parent or guardian do?

Everyone is invited to Broughal
Middle School on Monday, December 1,
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM for a Gang Awareness
presentation. Members of the police
department and of the US 222 Anti-Gang
Task Force will discuss signs of gang
activity and will offer ideas for alternatives
to joining a gang.

Are You as Involved
at St. Peter’s as
You'd Like?
Part IV

Over the last few months, articles
have been written explaining the wide
variety of ministries offered at St. Peter’s for
members to consider adding to their current
church involvement. This month o8pocial
opportunities will be explored. Since
members of St. Peter’s often view their
membership in the congregation more like a
family, it is only fitting that there be a social
component to the congregation.

TheBus Bunchtakes day trips to
local shows/theater, museums, and other
attractions. Ouktunch Bunch shares a
catered lunch followed by a program of
interest. These activities take place after
Wednesday morning worship services from
May to October on the second Wednesday
of those monthsSports activitiesare
options for members who consider
themselves to be athletic. These teams,
which play other church teams, include
volleyball, softball, and dart baseball. For
the young people of the congregation
activities are offered through thetheran
Youth Organization. Recent activities
include ice skating, lock-ins, a trip through a
corn maze, and snow tubing. Each Sunday
members meet around the snacks found in
the Coffee Corner. Juice, coffee, and
shacks are offered as a way for members to
socialize with one another. It's about the
fellowship associated with the sharing of the
food that makes this a needed and welcome
opportunity to serve.

If you feel you are being called to
become involved in any of ti#&ocial
opportunities, please contact the Church
Office for more information.
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In 1993, members of St. Peter’s
Finance Committee recommended to the
Council and the Congregation that we place
$5,000 into something new called the
“ELCA Mission Investment Fund.” The idea
behind the fund was two-fold:
>> First, to have a pool of money to be lent
to help start new ELCA congregations, and
>> Second, to provide a small amount of
interest to each congregation providing
funds. This experiment worked, and it is
absolutely a thriving project! Over the years,
our money has helped to form new
congregations, and, as of the September 30
statement, St. Peter’'s $5,000 has grown to
$10,500!

Individuals may also be part of this
wonderful program. It's a great way to save
and to help the Wider Church at the same
time. There are savings accounts and
checking accounts available and a special
program, by which, with $25, an account
may be opened for a child or grandchild.

For information on participating in
this ministry, contact Barbara Taylor in the
Church Office.

The “crew” from St. Peter’s cooks
and serves lunch at New Bethany on the
third Friday of every month. The Meal
Center served 34,237 meals last year. If you
would like to help, contact Barbara Taylor in
the Church Office.

Poinsettia Plants

Poinsettia plants will again decorate the navBtoPeter’s this Christmas. Please order
your plant(s) using the form below and include aatmn of $9.00 for each plant ordered. You
may place your donation and order form in the affgplate or mail it to the Church Office. As
in past years, a sufficient number of plants waldydered to decorate the nave and additional
monies will be donated to the ELCA World Hunger App Plants will be distributed to
homebound members after Christmas worship. Ordatloie: Sunday, December 14.

To honor:
To remember:
Given by:

Enclosed is:
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Take Time to Pray

As we enter into the very busy and
very hectic Christmas season, don't
overlook who and what the holiday is really
all about: the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior. When we get caught up in the
shopping and baking that overtakes the true
focus of this Christian celebration, it is
important that we make the time to talk to
God through daily prayer. There are many
kinds of prayer and many reasons to pray.
No matter when or where or how you pray,
or the reasons for your prayers, the most
important thing is that you do have that
regular conversation with the Lord.

Begin your prayer times by slowing
down and quieting down. When we come to
prayer agitated and stressed, it is especially
difficult to hear God's voice and to sense
God's presence. Spending a quiet minute or
two focusing and breathing deeply can help
quiet our minds and spirits and make two-
way prayer more probable. Allow for some
silence in your life. This silence doesn't have
to be long. It can be as short as 30 or 60
seconds to begin with and then gradually
extend it to longer times as you get more
comfortable with silence and waiting and
listening for God.

What a great break prayer can offer
us in the middle of a hurried time of year.

Sounds of Christmas

On Sunday, December 21, at 8:15 and
11 AM, our annual Service of Lessons and
Carols will include scripture readings and
music which tell the story of Christ’s
birth. St. Peter's Chancel Ringers and
Junior, Senior, and Cherub Choirs will all
share a celebration of music. Organist
Marisa Deshler will present “Wachet Auf”
as part of the prelude; Pastor Roberts and
Intern Elizabeth Nees will sing “The
Annunciation” as a duet; Elizabeth Hawk
and Ron Carr will have solos in

“Candlelight Carol;” and Elaine Martin will
return as guest flutist.

On Christmas Eve at the 7 PM service,
The Christmas Carolers Choir will sing with
cello accompaniment by Jennie Mae Ocker-
Sevick, and the Handchime Choir will ring.
The Senior Choir and the Chancel Ringers
will share God’s gift of music at the 10 PM
worship service.

St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran
Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday
mornings for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns - Couriéditor
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