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       St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA      
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR 

 
 Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
This year the month of March includes 
all five of the Sundays designated as 
“Sundays in Lent.”  Through the annual 
Lenten journey, we come face to face 
with Jesus’ love for us, a love that 
caused him to willingly sacrifice himself 
so that we might truly celebrate life.  
We are also challenged to look at our 
own commitments, our own priorities, 
our own opportunities for sacrificial 
giving. 
 
Lent can be a time to deepen our 
prayer lives.  Over the past few years, I 
have read several articles that have 
focused on the power of prayer – from 
the view of scientific researchers.  They 
are discovering what people of faith 
have known for years: prayer does 
make a difference.  In fact, researchers 
are going so far as to state that those 
who pray regularly and attend religious 
services stay healthier and live longer 
than those who rarely or never do.  We 
are strengthened as we deepen our 
relationship with God and as we 
support one another in the journey as 
members of the family of faith. 
 
Lent can also be a time to take on 
more.    An  old  Lenten  tradition has 
been to give up something. 

 
 
Originally, this was a way of focusing 
on spiritual things, including sacrificial 
love. But, too often, people have used 
the tradition to try to break a bad habit 
or to stay away from food or beverages 
that they know are not good for them 
but that, unfortunately, taste good.  The 
focus, in that case, tends to be more on 
the “me” involved and not on one’s 
relationship with God. 
 
To take on more means refocusing 
one’s life in new directions.  It might 
mean a commitment to visit a 
homebound person or to work at the 
Meal Center.  It might mean being even 
more committed to filling the shelves at 
the Food Bank – and praying for the 
individuals who will eat that food. 
 
May this Lenten season be an 
opportunity for you to grow in your 
prayer life and in your commitment to 
the One who journeyed to the cross. 
 
In Christ, 

 
 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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March Worship Highlights 
 
 
Sunday, March 1  First Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave  
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, March 4 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, March 8  Second Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, March 11 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel  
 
Sunday, March 15  Third Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, March 18 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, March 22  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the Nave 
in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion and Healing in the Nave in the 
Chapel 

      
Wednesday, March 25 Annunciation of Our Lord 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, March 29  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519. 
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This year Ash Wednesday worship 
will be held on February 25. On Ash 
Wednesday we are reminded of our 
mortality, as the ashes are pressed onto our 
foreheads in the shape of a cross and are 
accompanied by the words: “Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
These ashes and words together are a stark, 
gritty reminder that we are, in fact, mortal 
people. The life that we live will one day 
end. And with this reminder, we begin our 
Lenten journey.   

Many of you might think of Lent as 
a time filled with darkness and sorrow. The 
whole season of Lent might seem to focus 
almost exclusively on the passion and death 
of Jesus. Lent might be remembered as a 
time of hymns steeped in a penitential and 
mournful mood, almost as if it were a 40-
day funeral. These tones certainly have their 
place in Lent, especially on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. However, this is not the 
whole picture of Lent.   

There are many other themes and 
images that are important to our Lenten 
journey. Realizing this importance, over the 
past quarter century, the Lutheran Church 
has taken another look at Lent and its 
purpose and significance. When we 
exclusively focus on the suffering and 
sorrow, we are missing all that the season of 
Lent has to offer.   

One of the first things Lent calls us 
to do is confront our own sinful selves. In 
this season, we as the church look inward 
and participate in a sort of soul-searching. 
The readings for Lent draw us in, and we 
cannot help but confront our creatureliness 
before our Creator. As we do look inward, 
we are bound to remember that we are 
mortal, sinful people. We see our sin, both 
our individual sin and the sin we participate 
in as members of larger groups.   

Looking at our sinful nature can be 
a heavy task, but there is food for the  

 
journey. Lent does not ask us to pretend that 
we don’t know the story of the Resurrection. 
We focus on our sinful selves, knowing that 
God has already sent his only Son, Jesus, to 
die so that our sin will not have the last 
word. We focus on our sinful selves as a 
reminder of our deep need for a Savior, our 
deep need for forgiveness. The cross in 
Lent, and all throughout the church year, is 
not just a reminder of the suffering of Jesus, 
but also Jesus’ victory, which ultimately 
brings us salvation. We know that the 
promise of forgiveness is always with us. 
We are not alone in our Lenten journey, just 
as we are not alone in life’s journey. We are, 
in fact, children of the dust, but we are just 
as much filled with the breath of God.   

Lent is not only a season of ashes, 
but also filled with water and promise. On 
the first Sunday in Lent, we read the flood 
story, which ends with a rainbow – a sign of 
God’s promise to be with us. And in this 
tone we continue to move through Lent. 
Through all the readings, we are reminded 
of God’s promise made to us.   

Lent is the season in which we are 
made deeply aware of our sinful selves and 
our deep need for salvation. This the season 
in which we prepare for salvation. We learn 
what being forgiven and being whole really 
means. And, after focusing for 40 days on 
the fact that we are less than perfect, that we 
are sinners, that we do need Jesus, the 
arrival of Easter morning and Jesus’ empty 
tomb is such sweet news to our ears and to 
our spirits. 
 

Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern 
 
 
 

 

�St. Peter’s Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered worshipping family of 
faith witnessing to God’s inclusive love for individuals, for 

our community, and for the world. 
�
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A motion was approved to: 
 

-- Appoint Sharon Wiles-Young and Ron 
Kropf as St. Peter’s Voting Members to the 
2009 Synod Assembly to be held June 5-6. 
-- Release Jennifer McDonald and her son 
Shawn from the church rolls at her written 
request. 
-- Place $8,859.79, received through the gift 
of an insurance policy, into the Mission 
Investment Fund. 
-- Designate up to $1,200 from the Ministry 
Fund to cover any shortfall in Bear Creek 
Camp camperships. 
 �
Building Use Request to Permit: 
 

-- Dot Nagy to hold a Baptism luncheon on 
March 22, from 12:30-4 PM, in the Social 
Room. 
 

Women of the ELCA 
Morning Bible Study - Tuesdays, 

March 3 and 17, from 9 to 10:30 AM in the 
Trauger Room. All women are encouraged 
to come and be part of this caring, sharing 
group, which will be focusing on the book 
of Esther during March. 

A Bach Meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 4, at 9 AM in the 
Trauger Room. Please join us as we plan for 
another opportunity to continue the 40+ 
years of Bach Hospitality. 
 Bingo Party at Cedarbrook Annex – 
Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 PM. Volunteers 
are needed to assist the guests. Donated 
prizes are also needed, such as: perfume, 
small snack packages such as cheese & 
crackers, candy bars, dollar store knick-
knacks (which are a big hit), jewelry, men’s 
toiletries, etc. Please call Evelyn Smith if 
you can help or have questions. 
 Bach Ministry of Hospitality 
Weekends – May 2 & 9. Time to get your 
fingers busy – sewing, knitting, crafting, etc. 
Baked goods, salads, etc., and regular Crisco  

 
and sugar will be needed. Plan to help May 
1 & 2, and May 8 & 9. Volunteers are 
needed to prepare food, set-up tables, and 
serve the guests. Contact Jeanette Gross 
with questions. It is a lot of work, but the 
camaraderie is great! The visitors look 
forward to our goodies, smiling faces, and 
rhubarb pie. Come join us! 
 Christmas Ingathering – The 
ingathering provides personal care packets 
for a variety of people in need. In 2009 we 
will be collecting packages of baby diapers: 
sizes 2 and 3. Items may be dropped off at 
the Church Office anytime.  
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 If everyone pitches in, we will soon 
pay off our commitment. It will be great to 
be able to discuss at an Annual Meeting how 
to spend our extra money instead of how to 
pay off the mortgage! Faithful giving in the 
“21st Century” offering envelopes, 
sponsorship of a Share or a Half Share of 
Interest for a Day, and designating memorial 
gifts to the 21st Century Fund are all great 
ways to help. 
 St. Peter’s Congregation Council 
has set All Saints Sunday, November 1, 
2009, as the date for the “Mortgage 
Burning.” Let’s work together to make this 
celebration a reality! 
 

����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�
���
�		���������
�		���������
�		���������
�		������� ���

 If it is necessary to cancel worship 
or another St. Peter’s event due to bad 
weather, the cancellation notice will be 
listed on St. Peter’s voicemail. Call the 
Church Office and let the phone ring about 
ten times until the voicemail picks up. If you 
receive the normal message, there are no 
cancellations. 
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Daylight Savings 
Time  

 This is a reminder that on March 8th 
we will “spring forward” and thereby need 
to move our clocks forward. Remember to 
turn your clocks ahead so that you will be on 
time for church and other events. By losing 
an hour of sleep, we gain an hour of 
sunlight. 
 

Service of Healing 
 A service of healing, with the laying 
on of hands and anointing with oil, will be 
offered at all three services on Sunday, 
March 22nd. Healing was an important part 
of Jesus’ ministry and of the ministry of the 
Church throughout history. At St. Peter’s, 
the rite of healing is also offered on the first 
Wednesday of the month at the 10:30 AM 
service of Holy Communion. Come 
experience the power of healing in your life! 
 

“God’s Work ~ Our Hands”  
in Lent 

One way to share God’s love with 
others is by feeding hungry people. As a part 
of the Lenten journey, the St. Peter’s family 
will bring food items for the South 
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center’s Food 
Bank. 

Here is a suggested shopping list for 
Lent: 

 

March 1 - All types of non-perishable 
MILK: Powdered, evaporated, shelf 

March 8 - JUICE in cans or plastic bottles 
March 15 - Canned MEATS: spam, chili, 

chicken, turkey, ham 
March 22 - Canned FRUITS 

March 29 - CONDIMENTS: catsup, 
mustard, spices, salt, pepper, garlic, etc. 

April 5  - COOKING OIL in plastic bottles. 
 

With OUR HANDS we can do 
GOD’S WORK by sharing food with our 
hungry neighbors. 

�����������	
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 The following people were received 
into membership on February 15: 
 Na and Tom Sarver learned about 
St. Peter’s at “Spring on Fourth” when 
former intern Drew Goodson invited them to 
worship at the congregation just up the hill. 
Na works in a medical office. Tom is a 
network manager and also serves as a 
Chaplain at Easton hospital. Their sponsors 
are Tuty Iwantoro and Basuki Setio. 
 Chris and David Struble came to 
St. Peter’s at the invitation of their neighbors 
Linda & Ron Kropf, who are serving as their 
sponsors. Chris works at Dixie Consumer 
Products, and Dave works for Keeny 
General Contractors. 
 Take the opportunity to introduce 
yourself to these newest members as you see 
them in worship and welcome them into the 
St. Peter’s family! 
 

Keep St. Peter’s Warm 
The single-digit temperatures this 

winter have caused higher-than-normal fuel 
bills. In order to help keep St. Peter’s warm, 
please consider making a gift towards 
“energy needs” each month. You may use 
the envelope in your offering envelope box 
or use another envelope and mark it “energy 
needs.” By working together, we can keep 
St. Peter’s a warm, caring place! 
 

����������	 �
 The Faith Choir will be singing at 
8:15 AM on Sunday, March 29. If you are 
age 50 or older, join us for a half hour 
rehearsal at 11:45 AM on Wednesdays, 
March 18 & 25, in the Choir Room. Come 
make a joyful noise with the Faith Choir! 
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Spring Lunch Bunch 
With Spring in the air and most of 

the snow and ice behind us, you are invited 
to another Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, 
March 11. We will gather in the Social 
Room following the 10:30 AM Chapel 
Worship Service. 

Lunch Bunch is an opportunity for 
everyone to enjoy a meal, conversation, and 
a short program. On March 11, Pastor 
Roberts will share the 2008 Year in Review 
PowerPoint so you can check out the St. 
Peter’s activities of the past year! 

Invite family and friends to come 
along on March 11 – or on any Wednesday. 
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On Sunday, February 8, 2009, two 
young people, Tori and Jordan Geiger, 
received their First Communion Instruction 
with Pastor Roberts, Intern Elizabeth Nees,  
and Associate in Ministry Elizabeth Elterich.   

Please keep Tori and Jordan and 
their parents in your prayers as they begin 
this new chapter in their journeys of faith. 
 

Seder Meal 
Remember to put Tuesday, April 7, 

on your calendar. As a part of your Holy 
Week journey, you are invited to join this 
year’s Confirmation students in the Social 
Room at 7 PM for the presentation of the 
Passover Meal. This meal was a part of 
Jesus’ Jewish tradition and was the last meal 
he shared with the disciples and with all the 
family and friends who traveled with Jesus. 
 

Snow Tubing Time 
Friday, March 13, is the date for the 

annual St. Peter’s snow tubing adventure. 
The plan is to leave the parking lot at St. 
Peter’s by 6 PM, so everyone should arrive  
 

by 5:45 PM, having already eaten some 
supper! 

We’ll head off to Blue Mountain for 
tubing, fun, and of course, snacks! Those 
who plan to attend must fill out a St. Peter’s 
permission form and a Blue Mountain 
release form before we leave. The forms are 
available from ‘Miss’ Liz or in the Coffee 
Corner any Sunday. 

If we have a group of 15 or more, 
we will get a discounted price. This event is 
open to all youth from grade 6 on through 
young adults and their parents or guardians. 
Youth in 5th grade or younger must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian who 
will also be tubing. 

Sign up on the sheet on ‘Miss’ Liz’s 
door and get the two permission forms so 
you’re ready to go on March 13! 
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The first Craft Afternoon was held 

on Sunday, January 18, and folks of all ages 
attended the gathering. After a soup lunch, 
there was time to explore three craft areas: 
quilting, pottery, and knitting. Some folks 
explored each of the crafts, and others 
specialized. The pottery pieces, knitting 
projects, and quilting challenges were 
enjoyed so much that another Craft 
Afternoon is planned for Sunday, March 15, 
from 12:30 to 3 PM. St. Peter’s folks of all 
ages are welcome to come for a light soup 
lunch, followed by time to explore new 
crafts. Those not feeling “crafty,” but who 
want to enjoy hanging with friends, are 
encouraged to bring along a board or card 
game. There will be some tables for those 
challenges too. 

A sign-up sheet will be on the 
Office Bulletin Board so we know how 
much soup to have ready. Family and 
friends are all welcome. 
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The seven youth and three adults preparing 
for the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering will be 
getting together on a regular basis for Bible 

studies, group building activities, and 
covenant-writing during the next four 

months. There’s plenty to do to get ready for 
this faith adventure. 

When we registered in September of 
2008, we also had to choose an area of 
interest for our servant project time. Our 
group chose and will be assigned a project 
related to caring for the environment, 
although we probably won’t know the exact 
project until we get to New Orleans. 

ALL of those involved in this faith 
adventure are grateful for the prayer and 
financial support of the St. Peter’s 
congregation. We could not begin to do this 
without your support. 

Thank you to all those people who 
attended the Mardi Gras Dinner last month 
and to those who have bought “STOCK in 
our YOUTH!” 

Please watch the Sunday Bulletins 
and check out the “JJJ” (Jesus~Justice~Jazz)  
area in the Coffee Corner for the latest 
projects and ways to support the group. 
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It is time to sign up and get your 
ticket to be a part of another St. Peter’s trip 
to see the IronPigs, scheduled for Friday, 
June 26th. That night the IronPigs will play 
the Indianapolis Indians.   

It will be a good time, so sign up on 
the bulletin board outside the Church Office 
by May 31st. The group that went last year 
would be happy to tell you about the fun that 
they had together at the IronPigs! (And 
those who attended the Annual Meeting 
enjoyed seeing the pictures!) We need a 
group of 15 for a group discount, so find 
some friends and family and sign up soon! 
 

Souper Bowl of 
Caring 2009 Update 

St. Peter’s family responded very 
well to this year’s Souper Bowl of Caring by 
contributing $323.00. This money will be 
divided between South Bethlehem 
Neighborhood Center Food Bank and the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal. There were 
also another 256 non-perishable items, 
including cans of soup, donated for SBNC 
Food Bank. Grace and Art Faust delivered 
those items to SBNC. Thanks for your 
commitment, Grace and Art! 

Nationally, Souper Bowl of Caring 
has collected $7,221,875.00 from 11,096 
different organizations and faith groups. 
This is a project started twenty years ago by 
one Presbyterian youth group in South 
Carolina which then challenged others to get 
involved in caring!   
�
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 Please remember, with notes and 
cards, the following homebound members 
who are celebrating their birthdays this 
month:  
 

Marge Fritchman – March 12 
 

Frances Boudreau – March 20 
 
 
 
 
 

April Courier Deadline 
The deadline for the April Courier is 

Sunday, March 8. Please place your articles 
in the editor’s mailbox or email them to her 
at courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
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With Many Thanks! 
 To Kenny, Keith, Joshua, Matthew, and 
Becky Young; John Kalynych; Ronnie and 
Travis Frankenfield; Joshua Trautman; 
Connie and Ed Wirth; Michael and Andrew  
Taylor; Al Radtke; Morris Litrenta; and all 
others who helped to set up and take down 
the Christmas tree in the Nave.  

 From Marjorie Weiss to Ken 
Young for delivering the lovely poinsettia; 
to Pat Little for delivering the beautiful altar 
flowers; and to Karen VanGorden for her 
visit. 
   From Linda Muschlitz to Pastor 
Roberts for pastoral visits to her mother, 
Daisy Huhn, and for the poinsettia and altar 
flowers delivered to her mother. “Thank you 
for your thoughtfulness and concern.” 

From Habitat for Humanity of the 
Lehigh Valley for St. Peter’s support of the 
James Street Blitz Build. 

From Betty Thompson: "I wish to 
convey my personal thanks to everyone at 
St. Peter's who expressed concern at the 
time of my unfortunate accident. Especially 
for your prayers, keeping me nourished, and 
for your cards, calls and visits. Please 
continue to remember me in your daily 
prayers until I am fully recovered from my 
head injury. It will mean so much to me.” 

 
 

 

From Joyce Harmony to Rene 
Rawhouser for providing Joyce and Roma 
with transportation and for his 
thoughtfulness. 
 From Javier Toro, Executive 
Director of South Bethlehem Neighborhood 
Center, for St. Peter’s “thoughtful 
contributions” to the Food Bank. 

 

Daffodils:  
A Symbol of Hope 

 This winter has been snowy and 
bitterly cold. We have seen the ground 
covered in white for weeks and little sign of 
life outside our windows. Daffodils offer us 
the hope that warmer weather is heading our 
way. Those very same daffodils offer hope 
to those of us who have, are, or will have to 
deal with the threat of cancer in our lives or 
in the lives of those we love. Through 
Daffodil Days, the American Cancer Society 
reminds us that there is hope for a future 
when cancer is no longer a life-threatening 
disease.  

Sunday, March 2, is Daffodil 
Sunday at St. Peter’s. On that day, all who 
placed orders in February will be able to 
pick-up their flowers at church. For those 
who missed the order deadline, we will have 
a limited number of bunches available for a 
donation of $10 per bunch of ten daffodils. 
Thank you for your continuing support of 
Daffodil Days! 
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St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
 

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals 
  each $22.00 

Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas        $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                               each $150.00  
ADF         $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                  each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables   each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 

NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 
2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 

more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be 
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial 
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is 
$20.00-$30.00. 
4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, 
Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or 
for more information. 
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78 couples participated in 12 

Lutheran Congregational Services (LCS) 
Marriage Preparedness Series in 2008. LCS 
is one of the many ministries that St. Peter’s 
supports. In March, St. Peter’s will host the 
next LCS Marriage Preparedness Series. As 
a part of our hospitality ministry, we will 
welcome the couples and the presenter into 
our space on three Thursday evenings. 
Please continue to hold the ministry of LCS 
in your prayers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SSM Thrift Shop 
  

The Southside Ministries Better Buy 
Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 10 AM to 3 
PM. Friday hours are from 10:30 AM to 1 
PM. The shop is well-stocked with 
wonderful clothing for women, men, and 
children. Stop in for some bargains - - and 
bring a friend! 

 
 

 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-

CARE 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 

8 AM to 3 PM 
Friday: 9 AM to NOON 

FAX: 610-867-1249 
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 

www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
 

STAFF 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 

 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for  
                             Education/Youth/Outreach 

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish      
                              Administration 

 

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:     8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
  9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
  6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel 
 

 Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday 
mornings for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 


