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       St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA    
________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

 Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
Another Lenten Journey is almost at an 
end.  Soon we will stand on the brink of 
Holy Week, waving the palm branches 
and participating in the Passion of Our 
Lord.  Soon we will sit at Passover 
tables, breaking matzo bread and 
leaning to the left to drink our wine.  
Soon we will remember the Last 
Supper, as Jesus gathered with his 
friends to wash their feet and to give 
new meaning to the Passover meal: 
“This is my body.  This is my blood.  
Given and shed for you.”  Soon we will 
gather at the foot of a wooden cross 
and hear the Seven Last Words.   
 
There are those who would like to limit 
the Christian story to the first and last 
chapters: the Birth in Bethlehem and 
the Resurrection in Jerusalem.  But 
without Lent and Holy Week, without 
the journey to the cross, Christmas and 
Easter have no meaning.  It is when we 
have experienced the wonder of God’s 
love made real in sacrifice that we can 
sing our “Alleluias.”  It is when we 
come face to face with the Savior of the 
World that we can truly celebrate what 
it means to live a life of faith. 
 
We live in challenging times, but the 
reality is that our lives are less difficult  
than the lives of  many  who  have   
gone  before  us  in  the  faith.   

 
 
We have the opportunity to gather for 
worship because Christians were 
willing to sacrifice and even die in order 
to keep the Gospel message alive.  
They were willing to sacrifice 
everything to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
The cross stands before us, reminding 
us of God’s great love for us.  The 
cross stands before us, as a symbol of 
the sacrifice of the Son of God.  The 
cross stands before us, challenging us 
to pick up our own crosses, our own 
commitments, our own concrete 
reflections of God’s love for a needy 
world. 
 
As we move from Lent into Holy Week 
and from there to the wonder of the 
Easter celebration, may you embrace 
the amazing joy and deepen your 
commitment to the Lord of Life.   May 
you love others as God has loved you, 
and may you give as Jesus gave. 
 
Easter Blessings! 
In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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 April Worship Highlights 
 
Wednesday, April 1 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, April 5  Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion with the Distribution of 
Palms and the Reading of the Passion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion with the Reading of the 
Passion and the Distribution of Palms in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, April 8  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Thursday, April 9  Maundy Thursday 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion with Symbolic Foot 
Washing in the Chapel 
7:30 PM – Holy Communion with the Last Supper Tableau 
in the Nave 

 
Friday, April 10  Good Friday 

12 Noon – Good Friday Liturgy in the Chapel 
7:30 PM – Tenebrae Service in the Nave 

 
Saturday, April 11  Easter Vigil 

7:00 PM – Candlelight Procession from the Chapel to the 
Nave for Holy Communion  

 
Sunday, April 12  Easter Sunday 

7:00 & 9:30 AM – Festival Service of Holy Communion  
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, April 15  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel  
 
Sunday, April 19  First Sunday of Easter 
    Campus Ministry Sunday 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, April 22  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, April 26  Second Sunday of Easter  

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
      
Wednesday, April 29  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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Elizabeth’s Editorial 
 

Holy Week is a significant time in our 
individual lives and also in our life together as 
the church. The Great Three Days or the 
Triduum (meaning three days) can be seen as the 
climax of our story as Christians. These days 
that sit between Lent and Easter are the center of 
the church year and the point to which all other 
Sundays and festivals focus. The Three Days 
best summarize who we are as Christians and 
help us to see the core of who we are and whose 
we are.   

The Great Three Days are Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. On 
Maundy Thursday we partake in a meal that 
Jesus shared with his closest friends, and we 
participate in foot washing. Both of these are 
reminders to us that God in Jesus has come to 
serve us. God has come in humble service 
hosting a simple meal and kneeling before us to 
wash our weary feet. We then move into Good 
Friday. This is a day full of both sorrow and 
celebration. On Good Friday we see Jesus 
hanging on the cross. However, Jesus did not 
hang on the cross only because he was a 
convicted criminal. Jesus took our sins and hung 
them on the cross. On this day we see most 
clearly the price that Jesus paid for our sins, and 
because of this we call this day Good. The final 
of the Great Three Days is the Easter Vigil, held 
on Saturday evening. This service starts out in 
the somber mood of Good Friday and then 
moves into the celebration of Easter morning. 
The worship begins in darkness and ends in 
light. On this day we see the glory of the cross in 
the midst of the light.   

The God of these Three Days is a God 
who lived on Earth instead of dwelling only in 
heaven; a God who knelt before and washed the 
feet of his followers instead of the other way 
around; a God who chose the cross rather than a 
throne; a God who overcame death by dying and 
in doing so enlivened the lives of people 
everywhere.  

By participating in the Great Three 
Days, we are not trying to re-create the events 
that took place almost 2000 years ago. Instead, 
we are participating in the mystery of what it 
means for us today as Christians: that Christ 
died and was raised. In the Three Days we  
 

 

remember the past, dwell in the present, and 
look with hope to the future. Time seems to all 
converge at the same moment.   

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the 
Easter Vigil are best thought of as one 
continuous service instead of three separate 
services. One service leads into and builds on 
the other. The whole story is best seen by 
participating in all three. Therefore, you are 
invited to this Great Three Day Feast. Come and 
see what God has done in Jesus. Come and see 
Jesus your servant, Jesus your host, Jesus who 
died for your sins, and Jesus who rose again. 
This is your story, this is our story, and Jesus 
invites us to participate!   

 

Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern 
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A motion was approved to: 
 

-- Reinvest $204,000 of the Trust Fund account 
currently held by the ELCA Foundation to the 
Mission Investment Fund, and $63,000 in the 
Ministry Fund account currently held by the 
ELCA Foundation to the Mission Investment 
Fund. 
 

NOTE: The understanding is that the Finance 
Committee and Congregation Council will 
review and assess, on a regular basis, St. 
Peter’s investments and the state of the market.�
 
Building Use Request to Permit: 
 

-- Charlotte, Kristin, and Melissa Frankenfield to 
hold a Baby Shower in the Social Room on May 
16, from 1-4 PM.  
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 (a non-profit 
organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. Edith B. Roberts. All 
questions about the publication can be addressed to the editor at the 
Church Office, telephone 610-867-0519. 
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Women of the ELCA 
Morning Bible Study will be held on 

Tuesdays, April 7 and 21, from 9 to 10:30 AM 
in the Trauger Room. All women are welcome!  
 Bach Festival Ministry of Hospitality – 
Set-up dates are Fridays, May 1 & 8, from 9:00 
AM to Noon. Serve and clean up on May 2 & 9, 
from 10 AM to 4 PM. Volunteers are needed in 
all areas to help set up, to clean up, and to serve 
guests. Call Jeanette Gross, Evelyn Smith, or 
Harriet Tonkins if you can help all day or a few 
hours. The following items are needed: pie and 
sugar cake bakers – regular Crisco, sugar, 
rhubarb, and Gold Medal or Pillsbury flour. 
Boutique – handcrafted items such as slippers, 
sweaters, doilies, pillows, aprons, afghans, etc. 
Salad bar – Jello salads (regular and sugar free), 
deviled eggs, red beet eggs, pickled eggs, etc. 
Baked goods – cakes, cookies, breads, etc. Non-
perishable items may be dropped off at the 
Church Office at any time. 
 Blanket Making - Join the group for 
blanket-making around 9 AM on Monday, April 
27, to make blankets for Lutheran World Relief. 
The blankets are created by using donated fabric 
to make tops. They are lined, and another layer 
is added on the bottom. Then they are knotted 
with embroidery floss. The blankets are lovely, 
and they will keep the people who receive them 
nice and warm. Come see what the group does. 
It’s a lot of fun, and it is an opportunity to share 
God’s love with others.  
 May Friendship Celebration Service – 
Friday, May 1, at East Hills Moravian Church, 
1830 Butztown Road, Bethlehem. Contact 
Harriet Tonkins if you are interested in 
attending. 
 

Shop for Baby 
Diapers! 

 
 For the Christmas Ingathering this year, 
St. Peter’s needs to collect packages of baby 
diapers (sizes 2 or 3). Please look for sales, and 
purchase items as you shop. Bring your gifts to 
the Christmas box in the Reception Area. 
 
 

Do You Have Your 2009 Offering 
Envelopes? 

  If you do not have your 2009 
offering envelopes, please see Barbara Taylor in 
the Church Office to pick up your envelope box. 
People who do not pick up their 2009 envelopes 
by the end of April will simply be assigned a 
number for 2010, and no envelopes will be 
purchased for them. Their offerings will be 
recorded under this number, and a year-end-
financial statement can still be prepared if one is 
requested. This helps to cut down on expenses. 
As we all keep our financial commitments, St. 
Peter’s ministries will reach out into our 
neighborhood and out into the world. 
 

�� �� ������	
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It’s getting closer! “IT” is the 

celebration of St. Peter’s mortgage burning. 
Let’s work together to make the celebration a 
reality on All Saints Sunday, November 1, as we 
remember those in the Church who have gone 
before us and those who will come after us. 

Place your monthly offering in the “21st 
Century” envelopes in the offering envelope 
boxes. Gifts may also be placed in a plain 
envelope marked “21st Century.” Memorials and 
gifts to honor a loved one or a special occasion 
are also good ways to help. 

One Share ($100) or ½ Share ($50) of 
“Interest for a Day” is another way to honor or 
to remember a loved one or an event. Contact 
Parish Secretary Linda Zrinski to arrange for the 
date on which you would like your gift listed in 
the Sunday bulletin.   

Please continue to pray for our St. 
Peter’s family as together we recommit 
ourselves to being “In the City for Good, In the 
City for God.” 
 

��������	�
���
�
You can have your offering 

automatically transferred from your checking 
account to St. Peter’s each month. Fill out a one-
page form, and you’re ready to go. See Barbara 
Taylor for a form or if you need more 
information. Several St. Peter’s members 
already enjoy this system. 
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Bethlehem/Easton 
Mission District 

Assembly 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 

Bethlehem will host the annual Bethlehem / 
Easton Mission District Assembly on Thursday, 
April 30, at 7 PM. All members of the 
congregations in Bethlehem and Easton are 
invited to attend. The gathering will include a 
special time of planning together for the future 
of the Synod.   

Lay Voting Members and rostered 
leaders are expected to attend to conduct 
Mission District business and to prepare for the 
Synod Assembly. Sharon Wiles-Young and Ron 
Kropf are St. Peter’s voting members. 

Please pray for these church leaders as 
they work together to conduct the ministry and 
mission of the wider church. 
 

Palm Sunday Parade 
The Sunday Church School children and 

youth will gather in the Chapel after their SCS 
Openings for another Palm Sunday Parade 
outside, if the weather permits, and then up into 
the Nave where the Confirmands and young 
adults will reenact the scene of Jesus’ triumphal 
ride into Jerusalem. 

This is a time of joyful celebration for 
the Christian Church, and our SCS students 
share that joy as they carry their palms and sing 
“Hosanna” during their parade. When the parade 
is finished, the students will do Holy Week 
projects in their SCS classrooms. 
 

���������������������
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On Tuesday, April 7, St. Peter’s 

Confirmands will present a Passover Meal for 
the Congregation as a part of our Holy Week 
Journey to Easter. 

The Passover Meal helps remind us of 
our connection to our Jewish brothers and 
sisters. Jesus was Jewish, and he spent the  
 

evening before Good Friday with his disciples, 
friends, and family, sharing the Passover Meal. 

The Confirmands will prepare the Meal 
and then present the Seder at 7 PM for the 
congregation. Please sign up for this Holy Week 
event on the Bulletin Board outside the Church 
Office by April 1. 

Confirmands need to be at St. Peter’s by 
4 PM to begin preparing the meal and will stay 
following the meal until everything is cleaned 
up. 
 

Campus Ministry Sunday 
 

Students, parents of students, staff, and 
alumni of Lehigh University and Moravian 
College will celebrate the 90+ year-old tradition 
of Campus Ministry at St. Peter’s on Sunday, 
April 19, at both morning worship services. 

The Rev. Dr. Melinda A. Quivik will be 
the preacher for Campus Ministry Sunday. Dr. 
Quivik is an Associate Professor of Christian 
Assembly at The Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia. At the seminary Dr. 
Quivik teaches both liturgy and preaching. She 
was ordained in 1994 and served as a pastor in 
congregations in Montana and Minnesota for a 
total of eight years.   

Dr. Quivik is an excellent preacher and 
teacher and has been the professor of three of St. 
Peter’s interns (Jon Niketh, Drew Goodson and 
Elizabeth Nees). Dr. Quivik has taught at Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., the Church 
Divinity School of the Pacific and Pacific 
School of Religion in Berkeley before she 
returned to her alma mater LTSP.   

Dr. Quivik is interested in studying the 
ways meaning is constructed through symbol, 
paradox, law and gospel, and participation in 
worship through both word and sacrament. She 
often lectures, has many publications, and has 
assisted in the development of the new hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. We are delighted 
and thankful that Dr. Quivik will be with us on 
this Sunday! 

Worship will celebrate the season of 
Easter and the many blessings experienced by 
both those with connections to Lehigh and 
Moravian and St. Peter’s congregation, as we 
share together in mission and ministry. 
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We are used to the rhythm of students in 
the midst of our congregation. Some arrive for 
worship early in their freshman year and are 
here for four or more years. Others come for a 
semester, a summer program, or for an advanced 
degree. They share their gifts and skills with the 
congregation for whatever time. Some bring 
parents to join in worship as well.   

We will be saying farewell to Daniel 
DeWitt, who will graduate in May with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering. Dan has been a Campus 
Coordinator for three years of his Lehigh time. 
He has run hundreds of miles as a member of the 
track team. Dan will move back to Maryland 
following graduation and begin his civil 
engineering job. He will be married to his 
fiancée Theresa Murray on Saturday, June 27. 
We wish Dan well as he leaves Lehigh and 
moves on to his new life.  
 
 
 

Spring On 4 th 
 

Join the crowd from St. Peter’s at the 
corner of 4th and Vine Streets on Saturday, April 
25th, from 11:30 AM to 2 PM. Our booth will 
feature “St. Peter’s Vegetarian Chili” (made by 
Adam King and Brian Wiles-Young) --- our 
entry in the Spring on 4th Chili Contest. Your 
support (each tasting counts as one vote) can 
help us win first prize! Vote by stopping at St. 
Peter’s booth for a taste, as you enjoy street 
performers, musicians, shopping, and visiting 
with our South Side neighbors. It’s a wonderful 
day, as the whole area turns into a big street fair 
and block party! Please contact Associate in 
Ministry Barbara Taylor in the Church Office to 
volunteer to help at St. Peter’s booth.  

Mark your calendar, enjoy the fun, and 
help show our South Side neighbors what St. 
Peter’s is all about. Be part of this wonderful 
opportunity to invite others to get to know our 
congregation, as St. Peter’s remains “In the City 
for Good, In the City for God.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Time for Spaghetti 
 

The Youth going to the 2009 ELCA 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans invite you to a 
church family spaghetti dinner on Sunday, April 
26, at 12:15 PM. It is a great day to invite family 
and friends to the 11 AM Worship service and to 
stay for a home-cooked spaghetti dinner, 
meatballs available, and the super salad bar and 
wonderful dessert buffet. 

Tickets are available in the Coffee 
Corner any Sunday or through the Church Office 
during the week. 
 

Discovery Canyon 
 

When the St. Peter’s family gathers for 
their Vacation Bible School adventure this 
summer, they’ll all be heading to the Discovery 
Canyon to hear stories of faith, meet some new 
friends, and of course, sing some fun songs. 

Everyone is included in VBS -- children, 
youth, and adults. There is a Canyon Exploration 
group for every age. We are in need of adult and  
youth staff! SO, there is a place for everyone on 
this summer’s adventure to the Canyon.   

Plan now to attend VBS 2009 by writing 
these dates and times on your calendar: June 21 
from 11 AM to 1:30 PM, and June 22-25 from 
5:30 to 8 PM. All gatherings include a meal, 
snacks, Bible stories, singing, crafts, and good 
times. 

You will also meet Liz the Lizard, Max 
the Mantis, Olivia the Owl, Blossom the Burro, 
and Felix the Fox during the five days of VBS. 
They will help us tell the stories of Miriam, 
Hannah, a big Storm, and Jesus’ healings. 

VBS is always a fun time! Come and be 
part of the Discovery Canyon Experience – 
Explore the Wonders of the Word! 

If you plan to help with VBS, please 
come to the first planning meeting on Thursday, 
April 23, at 7 PM.   

Talk with ‘Miss’ Liz if you need more 
information about VBS. Registration forms will 
be available in May. 
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Holy Week at St. Peter’s 
 

Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday – 
April 5 

 

8:15 AM & 11 AM – Holy Communion and Reading of the  
Passion 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion and Reading of the Passion  

�
Passover – April 7 

 

7:00 PM Meal in Social Room 

 
Maundy Thursday – April 9 

 

10:30 AM in the Chapel – Holy Communion with 
Symbolic Foot Washing 

7:30 PM in the Nave – Holy Communion with the Last 
Supper Tableau  

 
Good Friday – April 10 

 

Noon – Good Friday Liturgy in the Chapel 
7:30 PM – Tenebrae Service in the Nave 

 
Easter Vigil – April 11 

 

7:00 PM – Candlelight Procession from the Chapel to  
the Nave for Holy Communion 

 
Easter Sunday – April 12 

 

7:00 AM & 9:30 AM – Festival Service of Holy 
Communion 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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 Please remember, with notes and cards, 
the following homebound member who is 
celebrating her birthday this month:  
 

Mazie Munsch – April 9 
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FUNERALS: 
 

Lorraine Kurtz – February 7, 2009 
 

Alma Beck – February 9, 2009 
 

Daisy Huhn – February 17, 2009 
  
NEW MEMBERS: 
 

 

February 15, 2009 
 

Na & Tom Sarver 
 

Christine & David Struble 
 

Sponsorships 
Available 

 
 If you are interested in any of these 
sponsorships, please call the Church Office at 
610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary Linda 
Zrinski: 
 

May 10 – Altar Flowers - $45.00 
May 10 – Bulletin - $18.00 

 

With Many Thanks!   
 

 From Marjorie J. Weiss: “Thank you 
everyone for the prayers, the flowers and the 
cards & phone calls! My 83rd birthday was a 
wonderful day!” 

From Morris Litrenta: “I’m so grateful 
for the many calls, visits and get well cards 
during my illness. Your prayers were most 
powerful. Special thanks to Connie & Ed Wirth 
and also John Althenn for delivering the 
beautiful altar flowers. My healing process may 
be slow but hopefully I will soon return to my 
St. Peter’s family.” 

From Joyce Harmony to Pastor Roberts 
for her visit and for bringing Holy Communion 
to Roma. 

From Linda Muschlitz to Pastor Roberts 
and Pastor Spieker for visiting her mother Daisy 
Huhn while she was in hospice care and for 
conducting her mother’s funeral, “a beautiful 
service.” 

From Tom Stathos to Savannah Cutsler, 
Kelly Fackenthall, and ‘Miss’ Liz for giving him 
“wings” for Mardi Gras. 

From the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod to the members of St. Peter’s who 
assembled the March monthly packet that is sent 
to all congregations and rostered leaders. 

From the Lehigh Valley Chinese 
Church. This note accompanied their monthly 
donation: “Thank you for letting us use your 
facility to further the Kingdom of God. May the 
Lord continue to bless your ministries in most 
abundant ways.” 
 

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
25 Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals 

  each $22.00 
Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
2 sofas                     $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                               each $150.00  
ADF         $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                  each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables   each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 

NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 
2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 

more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be purchased 
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the 
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00. 
4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, Evelyn 
Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for more 
information. 
 
******************************************* 

St. Peter’s Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered 
worshipping family of faith witnessing to 
God’s inclusive love for individuals, for 

our community, and for the world. 
 

******************************************* 
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 New Bethany Ministries hosts the Meal 
Center, where a hot lunch is served to 
approximately 125 people each day. This is one 
of St. Peter’s benevolence ministries. Volunteers 
from the congregation are the cooking and 
serving team there on the third Friday of each 
month. 

Thanks to a grant from the Feinstein 
Foundation, gifts sent to New Bethany of $25 or 
more and received before April 30th will be 
matched.  Checks must be made out to and sent 
to: New Bethany Ministries, 337 Wyandotte 
Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 

Will you take this opportunity to help 
feed our hungry neighbors? 
 

Hospital Admissions 
  

If you or another St. Peter’s member is 
admitted to a hospital, the hospital will no longer 
call the church. Please call in the information to 
the Church Office. If you call after office hours, 
you may leave a message on the voicemail. 
Names and numbers of staff members on call are 
provided in the voice message, so call one of 
those listed if you need to reach someone 
immediately. 
 Help keep the lines of communication 
open so we, the people of God at St. Peter’s, can 
care for one another. 
 

Softball Time 
 
 St. Peter’s 2009 Softball Team is now 
forming. Games are played in the evening as 
part of a church league. Adults – both men and 
women – are invited to participate. For 
information, call team captain Tony DeAngelis, 
Jr., at 610-838-8156. 
 

SSM “KIDS”  
 
 The planning has begun for Southside 
Ministries “KIDS – 2009.” Please spread the 
word to friends and neighbors with elementary 
school-aged children, and mark your calendar,  
too. We will again meet at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity from 6 to 8 PM. This year the  

 
sessions will take place on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, July 6 through July 22. The 
closing program is scheduled for 7 PM on 
Friday, July 24. 
 Each evening session will feature music, 
Bible Study, crafts, games, snacks, and 
devotions. There are groups for children age 4 
through those in 6th grade. Registration forms 
will be available in the Church Office after 
Easter. Come join the fun at “Discovery 
Canyon!”  

Are You as Involved at 
St. Peter’s as You’d 

Like? 
Part VI  

 
 Over the last several months we have 
looked at many different ways to be involved in 
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s. The final 
ministry opportunities fall under the category of 
Other Ministries. These are the opportunities 
which may arise for an individual or for a group 
to fill an important need as one arises. They 
cover a variety of areas unlike the other 
opportunities mentioned in previous articles. 
 The Bach Ministry of Hospitality 
occurs in May at the time the Bach Festival is 
held at Lehigh University. Volunteers provide 
hospitality, homemade food, and handmade 
items for patrons attending the Bach Festival. A 
Church Bazaar is held in November. 
Volunteers are needed to make and contribute 
items for sale, run the stands, work in the 
kitchen and social room, and to organize 
parking. Throughout the year there is a need for 
Church Office Volunteers. It is due to these 
people that the weekly bulletins, special 
mailings, and The Courier get assembled. 
Thanks to the faithful volunteers of the Funeral 
Reception Committee who provide grieving 
families the opportunity to hold a reception at St. 
Peter’s after a funeral. Volunteers arrange the 
dining area, serve the family’s prepared or 
catered food, and clean up after the reception. 

If you feel you are being called to 
become involved in any of the Other Ministries 
opportunities, please contact the Church Office 
for more information. 
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May Courier Deadline 
 
The deadline for the May Courier is 

Sunday, April 12. Please place your articles in 
the editor’s mailbox or email them to her at 
courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
 

Letter from Our Partner 
Congregation in Tanzania 

 
 Pastor Roberts received the following 
letter, written to her and the St. Peter’s 
congregation, dated February 20, 2009, from the 
Pastor of Madihani Lutheran Church: 
 

 Many greetings to you and to our 
brothers and sisters. I do hope that you are 
doing well in the beginning of the new year of 
2009. 
 We still remember you in our prayers 
that Our Lord Jesus be with you all. Thank you 
very much for your Christmas greetings, your 
brothers and sisters in Madihani were very 
interesting in reading and looking on the 
pictures. I tried to translate the message they 
were thankful for your prayers of blessing in the 
new year. 
 It is wonderful that in Madihani and 
other part of our district (Makete) we are having 
much rain, while in other part of our country, 
they are having no rain. As I told you in my last 
letter we are having rain since in November last 
year. 
 May I remind you that on your 
preparation of your visit remember to take a 
telescope with you if you are interested in 
looking far. As I have informed you that 
Madihani is on the top of Livingstone Mountains 
from here you can see hundred of kilometers to 
Lake Nyasa, Malawi, and other parts where you 
can not go. All Christians in Madihani wishing 
you successful preparation to your visit. 
 We wish you a blessing Easter. 
 May God be with you all. 
 

Yours in Jesus love, 
(Pastor) Sephat Nduvambo 
 
 

 
 
 

Spring Cleaning 
  

Fountain Hill Cemetery will hold a 
spring clean-up day on Saturday, April 18, from 
9 AM to Noon. Please bring rakes and gloves, 
and help spruce up the grounds. Rain date is 
April 25. For information, contact Ed Vogrins at 
610-868-4840. 

 
 

 
 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-

CARE 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 

8 AM to 3 PM 
Friday: 9 AM to NOON 

FAX: 610-867-1249 
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 

www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for  
                             Education/Youth/Outreach 

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish      
                              Administration 

 

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:     8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
  9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
  6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel 
 

 Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings 
for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 
 

 
 
 
 



����������������� ��������������������� ����	
������
���� �

 11 

 

Time for a Change 
 
 You will notice that two familiar-
looking pages are missing from the back of this 
edition. The Synod is undergoing a review of all 
forms of its communication, so the SYNOD 
NEWS is no longer being sent to congregations 
for their newsletters. You may visit the Synod 
website at www.godslove.org for news. 
 

Save the Dates 
 
 Several major events are scheduled for 
June. Mark your calendar now so you won’t 
miss out! 
 June 7 – There will be one morning 
worship service followed by a brunch in 
celebration of Pastor Roberts’ 30th anniversary 
of ordination. 
 June 13 – LIFT (Lutherans in Faith 
Together) is a day-long event for people of all 
ages. We will gather at Muhlenberg College for 
food, outdoor fun, concerts, workshops, 
worship, and more. 
 June 22 – All women are invited to 
attend a gathering for women from across 
Northeastern Pennsylvania for a day of sharing 
and learning. Pastor Roberts will be the 
Chaplain for this annual Synod Women of the 
ELCA Convention. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help Is Just a Click Away 

 
Hunger, illiteracy, cancer, childhood 

illnesses, animals suffering, the Rainforest being 
depleted…. YOU can help work toward solving 
these six problems in 30 seconds! Interested?  
It’s easy! 

Each day as you prepare to close down 
your computer, click on thehungersite.com. 
You may click on “give food,” and the sponsors 
of the site will donate a portion of food for every 
click. There is no cost to you. 

Then simply click on each tab, click on 
the spot to donate, and you’ve given six gifts in 
under a minute! 

A little from each of us adds up to mean 
a lot of love shared with others.    
 

Daily Prayer 
 

Life gets pretty hectic at times and we 
may feel there just isn’t time to talk with God. 
Set aside a time and place for daily prayer. This 
is the single most important thing you can do. 
When we establish a regular routine for prayer, 
we will make sure that our prayer life is not just 
'on the run,' or when our backs are up against the 
wall, or when everything seems to be falling 
apart. God is waiting to hear from you today - 
then listen for the reply! 
 

 
 

White Daisy Mums 
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