St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

When | was growing up, the color for both the
Advent Season and Lent was purple. But
around the time | was ordained, the color for
Advent had been changed to blue, the
traditional color used by the Lutheran Church
in Sweden.

Advent and Lent are very different seasons.
We continue to use purple in Lent because it is
a solemn, somber color. Blue, on the other
hand, symbolizes hope. And we all need hope.

The scripture readings at the end of the Church
Year and on the First Sunday of Advent
reminded us that human beings have always
lived in the midst of chaos and uncertainty. In
the 13" chapter of the Gospel of Mark, Jesus
and his disciples were visiting the Temple in
Jerusalem. His disciples were in awe, and one
of them exclaimed: “Teacher, what large
stones and what large buildings!”

Jesus response was not what the disciple
expected: “Do you see these great buildings?
Not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down.” And about 40 years
later, the Romans did destroy the Temple. It
was never rebuilt.

Jesus was reminding his followers that nothing
on this earth will remain forever. We have
been reminded of that as we have watched
Broughal Middle School be razed to the

ground, and the bricks ground up into clay
pebbles. We are reminded of that as more
people report that the jobs they thought were
secure have disappeared. We are reminded
of that each time we stand at a grave site and
hear the words: “Ashes to ashes, dust to
dust.”

In the midst of the difficult realities of life,
Advent comes with hope. For four weeks we
focus on God'’s invitation to make a spiritual
journey to that Middle Eastern village for
which our city was named, to enter a humble
stable, and to view a tiny child who brings love
and promise and hope.

As you make this journey, may your eyes and
ears be open to the powerful presence of God
in the midst of your life, in the midst of your
relationships, and in the midst of the world.
And may your joy be real as together we sing:
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”

Blessings be with you in your Advent journey!
In Christ,

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts

Senior Pastor



December Worship Highlights

Wednesday, December 2 10:30 AM — Holy Communiontdedling in the
Chapel
Sunday, December 6 ¢~ Second Sunday of Advent

~ 8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
_ % .. 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel
Wednesday, December 9 10:30 AM — Holy Communiothé&Chapel

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent

8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
1:30 PM — Quiet Christmas Service with Holy
. Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, December 16 10:30 AM — Holy Communmiotiné Chapel

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Service of Lessons and Carols

8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
" 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Sunday, December 20
¥ 99

Wednesday, December 23 10:30 AM — Holy Communiotiné Nave

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve — The Nativity of Our Lord
4 PM — Service of Holy Communion with Sunday
Church School Christmas Pageant in the Nave

Nave

7 PM — Candlelight Service of Holy Communion ie th

sy 10 PM — Candlelight Service of Holy Communion ie th

Nave

Friday, December 25 Christmas Day
10:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave

Sunday, December 27 First Sunday of Christmas
9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, December 30 10:30 AM — Holy Communiaotiné Chapel



Stacy’s Spot

Twinkling lights, carols on the radio,
snow falling in a beautiful blanket, evergreen
trees hung around the light-posts, and shoppers
taking in the hustle and bustle around them are
some of my favorite images during the Advent
season. Although it appears that Christmas is
already here, it is also evident that there is an
excitement for what is to come, as it is still
Advent. Preparations are still being made, and
the decorations are still being strung. Meals are
yet to be prepared, and family get-togethers are
not yet complete.

In the midst of the frenzy, some of the
most important things in life are remembered.

As we prepare for Christmas, we remember that
we are in the Advent season. This is a time of
hope and preparation. While we prepare for the
Nativity and the Child Christ, we also prepare
our hearts for Christ’'s second coming.

Although it is easy to focus on ourselves
and on the preparations that are still being made,
Advent reminds us to also turn outward. As we
shop for our loved ones, we become increasingly
aware that many will be going without food and
shelter, which hopefully inspires us to donate to
the shelters and to the food pantry. We realize
that the material gifts aren’t as important as
showing our love to others. While we prepare
for the upcoming meals with those we love, we
are also reminded that many are going to be
alone during this holiday season. We are
reminded to check in with others with whom we
have not talked in a while and to share the love
that we are receiving with those around us.

Throughout the preparation in Advent, |
often think of the Magnificat. Mary hears the
news that she will give birth to Jesus and sings a
song of praise. She exclaims that she rejoices in
God, and gives thanks for everything the Lord
has done for her. However, she doesn’t stop with
herself. Mary also thanks God for scattering the
proud; for bringing down the powerful; for
lifting up the lowly; and for filling the hungry.

This is a central image of Advent. As we
prepare for the coming of Christ, we remember
and give thanks to God for all of the works that
God has done in our lives. We thank God for
God'’s presence and for not leaving us alone. We

also ask God to continue to help those who are
marginalized and to use us as the tools to do so.
We offer ourselves to be open to the change that
God wants to do in our lives and to listen for
what we are challenged to do.

As you enjoy the preparations and the
beauty of Advent, | encourage you to remember
the Magnificat. “And Mary said, ‘My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on
the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now
on all generations will call me blessed; for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear
him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry
with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel in remembrance
of his mercy, according to the promise he made
to our ancestors, to Abraham and his
descendants forever™ (Luke 1:46-55).

In peace, ‘
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner %,

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519

A motion was approved to:

-- Welcome new members Sister Ramona and
Tim Daily. They were received by transfer from
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Philadelphia.
-- Recommend to the Special Congregational
Meeting adoption of the ELCA mandated
changes to the congregation’s constitution.

-- Accept the ministry description and the
application for the position of Parish Secretary,
as amended.



Building use requests:

-- Permit the King-Unger family to use the
Social Room on March ¥rom 1 to 5 PM for a
family gathering.

On Sunday, Novembef'1St. Peter’s
congregation celebrated All Saints Day with the
burning of the Keys to the 2Century
mortgage. It was a reminder that we can do
anything together in God’s name. It was also a
reminder that while we have completed this
important project, God continues to challenge us
to commit ourselves to mission and ministry in
the name of Jesus Christ.

One of the highlights of the day was the
presence of the Bishop of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod, the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Zeiser. His sermon was an inspiration to all who
were present.

Three days later, Bishop Zeiser sent the
following hand-written letter to Pastor Robertg,

| need to be sure you know how much
enjoyed my visit to St. Peter’s. Everyone was
welcoming and hospitable to Linda and me
throughout our stay. It was an honor to preach
in your Nave and to be present for the joyous
celebration marking the mortgage burning.
Please convey to the members of your
Congregation Council my deep gratitude for the
invitation to be present and my high regard for
their visionary leadership.

| appreciate the opportunity to have
worked with you during the liturgy and to have
been reunited with some of your family
members.

Thank you for your extraordinary 4 . -
ministry, day-in and day-out. It makes a2
difference! )

Women of the ELCA

The Tuesday Morningvomen'’s Bible
Studywill meet twice in December for some
special events. On Tuesday, December 1, at 9

AM, Pastor Roberts and Kathy Thomforde will
share their pictures, experiences, and
conversations with the women of Madihani. All
women and their friends are welcome to come to
learn more about our sisters in Tanzania.

On Tuesday, December®,5he women
will gather again at 9 AM to do their study of
Romans. Following the study, the women will
enjoy a Christmas Tea Party in the Reception
Area at 11 AM. A variety of teas/coffee will be
offered, and participants are asked to bring along
Christmas cookies or some other holiday treat to
share. Again, all women are invited to
participate in these Bible study gatherings.

Bazaar— a great big Thank You to all
who supported our bazaar with their time and
talents — your response was great!
Unfortunately, the public response was not as
good as in previous years (due in part to the
construction which prevented us from holding a
bazaar the last two years).

Business Meeting December 9 at 9
AM. Please plan to attend as we consider which
programs to support financially throughout
2010.

ggcial Congregational Meeting

9 The Special Congregational Meeting
will take place in the Nave on Sunday,
December 8, at approximately 12 Noon —
immediately following the 11 AM worship
service. The purposes of the meeting are to elect
members to serve on the Congregation Council
and to adopt the 2010 Budget.

The Congregation Council will present
the Nominating Committee’s slate of nominees
for the Congregation Council positions. Any
nomination from the floor during the meeting
must be done with the approval of the nominee,

_and a written biographical sketch must be
“available at the meeting.

Copies of the proposed 2010 Budget

" were made available on November 15. If you

need a copy, please see an usher. Be sure to
study it and bring it back to the Decemb8r 6
meeting. If you have questions about the budget,
please speak with Pastor Roberts, Treasurer Joe
Bleier, or Finance Committee Chairperson

Adam King. Come help plan for St. Peter’s
future!



Annual Reports are due in the Churc
Office no later than Sunday, Decembér 6
Compiling the report requires a great deal of
time. You can help the office staff and the
volunteers by having your report in on time.
Thanks for your help!

Offering Envelope
Boxes

2010 offering envelopes will be
available in the lower narthex on Sunday,
December 1% Please pick up your box and
deliver those of family and neighbors.

2009 Contribution Records

If you want a printed copy of your
financial gifts to St. Peter’s during 2009, please
contact the Church Office by Decembef"13
Financial Secretary Dot Nagy can print the
statements as she closes out the year on the
computer. If you want a financial donation to be
included in St. Peter’s 2009 fiscal year, it must
be received in the Church Office by noon on
Thursday, December 31Any monies received
after that time will be included in St. Peter’s
2010 fiscal year.

Holiday Hours for the Church Office

The Church Office will be closed for
Christmas on December 28Holiday Office
Hours for December 28, 29, 30, and 31, will be
8:00 AM to Noon. The office will be closed for
New Year on January'l

As always, in case of a pastoral
emergency, call the Church Office. Let the
phone ring about 10 times. The voicemail will
then provide the names of Staff members on
call.

MM E=°

vent Bible Study

In the midst of Advent, we receive a lot
ular messages describing the “perfect”
Christmas. It can be difficult to focus on what is
truly important: God’s love made real in the
birth of a tiny Child.

On two Monday evenings, December 7
and 14, Pastor Roberts will lead an Advent Bible
Study to help participants reconnect with the
wonder of the preparation and celebration.
Everyone from Confirmation age and up is
invited to come to the Trauger Room from 7-
8:30 PM to join in the journey.

A Reflection on Giving

During the Advent Season, we can feel
inundated by opportunities to help those in need.
Our mailboxes may be filled with heart-rending
requests from a variety of organizations.
Unfortunately, we cannot always be sure that the
money we give in response to such requests will
actually reach those in need. Much of the
donations are used for overhead costs such as
staff and mailings.

At St. Peter’s we offer a variety of
opportunities to help those in need. The good
news is that every penny and gift given will
reach those for whom they are intended. You
may choose one of the opportunities for giving
or two or more. For instance, one person may
feel called to provide gifts for a Headstart child,
and another may want to bring some cheer into
the life of a homebound person.

The good news is that when you give
through St. Peter’s, you can be sure that your
gifts will have a direct impact, as you share
God’s love in a needy world.




Every Sunday in the Prayers of the
People we pray for those who are unemployed
that all might find meaningful work. This is an
opportunity for those who are unemployed to
support one another in the journey.

If you are currently unemployed, or if
you are a family member or a friend of someone;
who is unemployed, you are invited to attend a
support meeting on Thursday, December 10
from 7 to 8 PM in the Trauger Room.

Louisa Weber of Family Life Service: /
will be with us to facilitate and to provide
support and information. Please invite family
and friends — this is open to all adults. For
information, contact Associate in Ministry
Barbara Taylor in the Church Office.

On each of the four Sundays of Advent,
St. Peter’s children will participate in the
morning worship services by receiving a special
offering for the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
As we prepare for our wonderful holiday feasts,
please remember the hungry people of our
world.

On Sundays, November 29 and
December 6, 13, and 2@u are invited to shareA

an offering received by children of St. Peter’s
immediately following the regular offering.j
Ethnic Christmas Tree
Exhibit

Everyone is invited to the Comfort
Suites (at the corner of Thigtreet and
Brodhead Avenue) at 2 PM on Sunday,
November 29, for the annual Lighting of the
Ethnic Christmas Trees, sponsored by the South
Bethlehem Historical Society. The Most
Reverend Tony Pompa, Dean of the Cathedral
Church of the Nativity, will be the Keynote
Speaker. Several local choirs, including the one
from St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church, will

perform. And there will be ethnic pastries for all
to enjoy.

If you cannot attend this event, you may
stop by the Comfort Suites from Novembel"29
until January % to see the Display of Christmas
Trees. Each tree is decorated by a different
ethnic group. St. Peter’s and University Parish of
Holy Ghost Roman Catholic Church have
decorated the “German” tree. Special thanks to
Jane Merkel and Ruth Walter, who represented
St. Peter’s again this year. Be sure to see their
handiwork during this holiday season.

Quiet Christmas

There are times in our lives when we
don't feel up to a festive celebration. A loss of a
loved one, a job lay-off, an illness, or another
life challenge can make a quiet, meditative
worship more appealing.

On Sunday, December 13, those who
are looking for such an opportunity are invited
to worship in the Nave at 1:30 PM. This “Quiet
Christmas” will include guitar music, reflective
readings, and hymns. It will be a service of
Thanksgiving for God’s love for all of us, made
real in the baby born in Bethlehem. Together we
will remember that God journeys with us in even
the most difficult of times. God’s love and care
never end.

1) Gifts for our Headstart children --
Each gift includes a hat and mittens or gloves,
and a $2 donation toward the purchase of books
in bulk. Place the unwrapped gifts in a plastic
bag with the tag firmly attached to the outside.

2) Gifts for the children at New Bethany
-- If you took a star from the giving tree, please
purchase the toy, wrap it, and secure the star to
the package.

3) Gifts for Meals on Wheels clients --
A shopping list is available in the Coffee Corner.

Gifts for all three of these agencies need
to be at St. Peter’s no later than Decembér 13



Here We Come A-Caroling!

Everyone is welcome to join all the
youth as we go a-caroling on Friday evening,
December 4. We’'ll have a pizza supper at 6 PM
and then be on our way to some sites for
caroling and share the love of Baby Jesus with
our neighbors and friends. We will return to St.
Peter’s by 9 PM.

The more people who join in this annual
Advent event, the better we sound. This is an
evening that brings much joy to those we visit.

Sign up on the sheet on the Intern’s
Office door by December 2, so we have enoug
pizza and salad for everyone. ’

Sunday Church School
Christmas Pageant

All students involved in Sunday Church
School will participate in the SCS pageant, a
very special part of the 4 PM Christmas Eve
Worship service. There will be readers to tell the
story and participants to act out the story.

Those students with reading or acting
parts need to arrive at St. Peter’s at 2:45 PM on
Thursday, December %4All other students
need to arrive by 3:30 PM so that they can put
on their costumes and have pictures taken before
the Worship begins.

The 4 PM Christmas Worship reminds
us of the joy, confusion, and excitement of that
first Christmas that occurred in a stable with a
newborn Babe in a manger, surrounded by new
parents, animals, shepherds, and stars.

The Many Sounds of
Christmas

Across the centuries, countless
composers have been inspired to write music
which celebrates the birth of the Christ child. At
St. Peter’s, we, too, celebrate His birth with
music.

On the last Sunday in Advent,
December 20, St. Peter’'s musicians will present
a variety of Yuletide music at both the 8:15 and
the 11 AM services. The Chancel Ringers,
directed by Tony DeAngelis, will ring during the
prelude as well as later in the service. The
Senior Choir, directed by Jean Ocker, will sing
three anthems: “Psalite,” “Come to the Stable,”
and “He Shall Feed His Flock,” adapted from
Handel's oratorio, the Messiafihe Junior
Choir will sing “So Gentle the Donkey” at 8:15
AM, and the Cherub Choir will sing “Ring the
Bells of Christmas” at 11 AM.

Guest flutist, Elaine Martin, will play
two solos and accompany the Senior Choir on

~ two anthems. Organist Marisa Deshler will

% accompany the vocal choirs and flute soloist.

% She will also play an organ solo during the
4pre|ude. Pastor Roberts will sing a setting of the
“Magnificat.” Congregation members will be
able to join the choirs in the much-loved carols:
“Once in Royal David’s City” and “On This
Day.” Preludial music will begin approximately
fifteen minutes before each service.

On Christmas Eve there will be two
candlelight services with many carols sung by
congregation and choirs. At 7:00 PM, the
Christmas Carolers Choir will provide an
anthem, and at 10 PM, the Senior Choir will
sing “Lay Down Your Staffs.” The handbells
will ring during the prelude, which begins
approximately fifteen minutes before the
service. Jennie Mae Ocker-Sevick, cellist, will
play “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Johann
Sebastian Bach.

Come participate in welcoming the true
spirit of Christmas through scripture, prayer, and
music, as together we again celebrate Christ's
birth. 5%

()

Not everyone is able to go to the grocery
store and fill the cart. If you would like to help
some of our neighbors enjoy a festive Christmas
dinner, you are invited to help fill Christmas



The Rev. Jennifer and Mr. Vance Thomas
11917 W. 66th Street
Shawnee, KS 66216

food baskets. “Shopping Lists” are available in
the Coffee Corner.

Sending Christmas Greetings :
Community

Christmas Pageant

Listed below are the current known
addresses for St. Peter’s present and former
Interns. Please remember them with cards and
notes over the holidays.

Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner & Mr. Ryan
Scovanner
2258-A Aster Drive,
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Elizabeth Nees
7301 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

The Rev. Drew Goodson
1801 S. Elm Street
Greenville, NC 27858

The Rev. Jonathan Niketh
73 Stonewood Lane
Lynn, MA 01904

The Rev. Michael & Mrs. Kelly Jannett
3285 St. James Road
Greeneville, TN 37743

The Rev. Christine Bridge
706 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008

The Rev. Michelle Kuhlman
115 Autumn Glen Drive
Carrollton, GA 30117

The Rev. Judy & Mr. Daniel Brennan
13005 Pine Hill Court
Prospect, Kentucky 40059

The Rev. Lori Kochanski
Mr. Scott Fackenthall
4514 S. Delaware Drive
Easton, PA 18040

The Rev. Julie Tillberg &
Mr. John Pederson
114 6th Avenue
Mayville, ND 58257

The 3f'annual live Bethlehem
Christmas Pageant will take place at 2 PM on
Saturday, December 12, and Sunday, December
13, at the band shell in the Bethlehem Rose
Garden. The pageant tells the Christmas story
through a narrator, costumed characters, and live
animals. For more information, see the poster on
the bulletin board outside the Church Office.

A Shower of School Sweaters
for Madihani Children

As we viewed the pictures that Pastor
Roberts took while visiting our Partner
Congregation in Madihani, Tanzania, we saw
school children wearing their uniforms. The
students wear bright blue pants or skirts, a white
shirt or blouse, and a red sweater.

Pastor’s pictures revealed that many
sweaters have holes and are badly worn. Most
students can't afford new ones.

This year for the annual Sunday Church
School “Baby Shower for Jesus,” we will be
collecting money to send to Madihani so more
students can have good, red sweaters.

Mary wrapped baby Jesus in swaddling
clothes, and we have the opportunity to wrap our
young sisters and brothers in red sweaters.

Each Sunday in Advent, we will have a
special container to collect the offerings for the
sweaters for Madihani students. Each sweater is
about $10.00, so we ask that each family give
what they can each week toward sweaters. Let's
see how many new sweaters we can give to our
sisters and brothers in Madihani.

January Courier Deadline

The deadline for the January Courier
Sunday, December 6. Please place your articles



in the editor’'s mailbox or email them to her at courier_editor@yahoo.com
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Sponsorships Available

If you are interested in any of these
sponsorships, please call the Church Office at
610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary Linda
Zrinski.

December 6

Children’s Bulletins - $12.00
Bulletin - $18.00

December 13

Altar Flowers - $45.00
Bulletin - $18.00

During the early weeks of December,
the Campus Ministry group will meet for Study
Breaks during the exam weeks. Watch your
email, check Facebook, and read the Sunday
bulletin to know when and where we will be
meeting to eat, relax, and chat. These are good
times to check in and get support from each
other during the challenging time of final papers,
projects, and exams.

2 9 (

The youth of St. Peter’s have the 2010
Entertainment Books available. These books
make great holidays gifts for friends and family.
A sample is available for preview in the
Reception Area. Contact the Church Office for
your copy soon. A limited number of books are
available this year.

Sister Ramona and Mr. Tim Daily were
received into membership on Sunday, October
25, by transfer from St. Michael’s Lutheran
Church in Philadelphia. Sister Ramona is a
member of the ELCA Deaconess Community
and serves as Coordinator of Pastoral Education
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem. Tim is
retired. Sister Gunnel Sterner served as their

sponsor. Please take time to introduce yourself
and to welcome them into the St. Peter’s family.

Save the Date!

St. Peter's Annual Meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, January %1in the Social Room,
immediately following the 9:30 AM worship
service. The St. Peter’'s family gathers for
snacks, discussion of St. Peter’'s ministries, and
to see the annual “Year in Review” PowerPoint
presentation. Be sure to mark your calendar!

St. Peter's Bach Ministry is scheduled
for May 8 & 15, 2010. Connie Wirth and
Harriett Tonkins will serve as co-chairs to
oversee the ministry. Mark your calendar and
save the dates.

St. Peter’'s Congregation Council will be
installed during the worship services on Sunday,
January 3. Please pray for these members as
they commit to serve in leadership positions
during 2010.

Please remember, with notes and cards,
the following homebound members who are
celebrating their birthdays this month:

Rose Klotz — December 2

Anne Jacobs — December 16

New Members:

Sister Ramona and Mr. Tim Daily —



October 25, 2009
Funeral:

Pauline A. Groff — November 14, 2009

With Many Thanks!

From Norma J. Montgomery and Family
“for the prayers, cards, and phone calls about the
death of my sister. They were all so helpful and
appreciated!”

From Bruce Fritch, President of the
Lehigh County Humane Society, for the recent
donation of pet food.

From Dotty Hanchick “for the hospital
visit, prayers, and the beautiful altar flowers
delivered by Betty Thompson and Harriet
Tonkins. Thank you for making a hard time
easier.”

From Sharon Ann Burns to the St.
Peter's members who helped with the SSM
Thanksgiving Service reception. “Your food,
assistance with set-up & clean-up, help during
the reception, along with your friendly
interactions with our SSM friends and guests
was another demonstration of our tradition of
being a warm and welcoming place. Thanks for
making this 25 anniversary celebration of the
SSM Thanksgiving Service so enjoyable for
everyone.”

The following people have been
nominated to serve as members of St. Peter’s
Congregation Council:

Lauren Fotiadesgrew up in the
Methodist church and began worshipping at St.
Peter's about 10 years ago because of the
invitation of her freshman year college
roommate. She remained at St. Peter’s because
she liked the welcoming, familiar atmosphere
and joined the congregation as a full member on
January 20, 2008. She graduated from Lehigh
University as a chemist and has been doing
research in industry since then. She is married to
Rich, who does computer work for Spectrum
Administrators under LVHN. They have a small
cat, Leifr, “who does mostly whatever he
pleases.”

Kimberly Frankenfield has worked as
a shift supervisor for CVS Pharmacy for the past
6 years. At St. Peter’s she teaches Sunday
Church School, plays Hand Bells, sings in the
Senior Choir, serves as an Usher, is a Minister of
Holy Communion, is a member of the St. Peter's
dart baseball team, and helps with Vacation
Bible School. Kim is a lifetime member of St.
Peter's. She has two dogs, two ferrets, an
African Red-tail parrot, and one cat.

John Halleman IV grew up at St.
Peter’s and became an official member of the
congregation on June 22, 2003, through Adult
Baptism and Affirmation of Faith. He sings in
the Senior Choir and serves as an Assisting
Minister. He is also a member of St. Peter's
Softball team, a member of the dart baseball
team, and Vice President of the City Dart
Baseball League. John has served one term on
the Congregation Council and is eligible for a
second term.

Thomas Sarverand his wife Na joined
St. Peter’s on February 15, 2009. They are the
parents of two daughters and have two
grandchildren. Tom has been employed by
AT&T for thirty years and by Brookhaven
Center of Counseling for two years. He has a BS
in Psychology and an MA in Marriage and
Family Therapy. In his previous congregations,
he provided leadership in Christian Education,
Stewardship, prayer groups, and small group
ministry, and he has served on a variety of
congregational and wider church boards. He has
also served as an Associate Chaplain for Easton
Hospital. Tom enjoys gourmet cooking and
identifies his vocation as “being a grandfather.”
At St. Peter’s his hobby, photography, has
provided some amazing photographs of recent
celebrations in the life of the congregation.

Connie Wirth has been a member of St.
Peter's since June 29, 2003. At St. Peter’s she
serves as a member of the Altar Guild, the
Property Committee, and the dart baseball team.
She also helps in altar flower delivery to those in
the hospital and serves as an Usher and a Gift
Bearer. She says: “I truly care for our family
here at St. Peter's.” Connie is married to Ed
Wirth, who is ending his second term on the
Congregation Council. In her free time, Connie
enjoys spending time with family and friends.



She also enjoys traveling and seeing different
types of shows.

Poinsettia Plants

Poinsettia plants will again decorate the navBtoPeter’s this Christmas. Please order your
plant(s) using the form below and include a domatib$9.00 for each plant ordered. You may plaag yo
donation and order form in the offering plate oiilritdéo the Church Office. As in past years, afignt
number of plants will be ordered to decorate thesrand additional monies will be donated to the ELC
World Hunger Appeal. Plants will be distributedhtomebound members after Christmas worship. Order

deadline: Sunday, December 13.
To honor:
To remember:
Given by:

Enclosed is:

"Energy Efficiency: The Power
to Save"

On Sunday, Novembef"8Tom Stathos
presented a workshop for members of St.
Peter’s: "Energy Efficiency: The Power to
Save." He shared with those gathered in the
Social Room that it is important for all of us to
become more aware of how we use energy and
to find ways to be more efficient in our energy
usage. It is important because energy prices are
rising, and increasing our efficiency will help us
save money. In addition, reducing our usage will
help the environment. Decreasing demand for
electricity can reduce greenhouse gases.

With energy prices rising next year, the
presentation reviewed two important steps
customers can take to manage the increase: (1)
become more energy-efficient to reduce their
usage, and (2) shop for electricity supply. The
presentation provided tips on reducing energy
usage. Also discussed were resources and
programs available from PPL Electric to help
customers reduce usage and information on how
to "shop" for electricity supply. The PPL
Electric website was identified as an important
tool for customers to learn more about saving
energy and shopping for electricity supply. Visit
www.pplelectric.comfor more information.

For a copy of the entire presentation, contact the
Church Office. This is an opportunity to save
money and be good stewards of the gifts God
gives to us.

If you are not sure if a St. Peter’s
worship service or event will take place, please
call the Church Office and listen to the recorded
message for an update. If there is no cancellation
message, worship and events will go on as
scheduled.

The Good Gifts Catalogue has just
arrived in St. Peter’s mail. Stop in at the Church
Office to get a glimpse of all the gifts that are
available from the ELCA for Christmas. You
can give gifts in honor of a loved one. A gift of
$10 provides a fruit tree seedling or chicks for a
family to raise. $40 buys a 50-pound bag of nails
for use by Disaster Response to rebuild homes.
And those are just examples!



Choose your gift, make the check payable
to the ELCA, and mail it to 39488 Treasury
Center, Chicago, IL, 60694. You will receive a gift
card to give to the person you are honoring, and
you will help someone in need at the same time!

Stop in afThe Better Buy Thrift Shdpr
your Christmas shopping during the month of
December. The clothing is plentiful, and the
selection is great. Shop for yourself or for family
and friends. The shop is open from 10 AM to 3 PM
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and on
Fridays from 10:30 AM to 1 PM. December®i3
the last day for shopping before the shop closes for
the holidays. Stop in to see the beautiful, clean,
inexpensive clothing that is available for men,
women, and children. All proceeds from the shop
benefit the programs of Southside Ministries.

From everyone at SSM — May God
continue to bless you as you celebrate the birth of
the Newborn King!

2*

As members of the ELCA, we can help
respond to disasters in the United States and
around the world. Our gifts given faithfully to
“Disaster Response” — combined with the gifts of
other Lutherans throughout the US and the
Caribbean, make it possible to help thousands of
people quickly when a disaster strikes. To provide
help to our sisters and brothers in Christ, make
your check payable to St. Peter's and write,
“Disaster Response” in the memo line. Place
checks in the offering plate or mail them to the
Church Office. During the seasons of Advent and
Christmas, as we enjoy celebrations with family
and friends, please continue to hold those suffering
from natural disasters in your prayer.

Psalms: Poetry of Faith

On Saturday, January 23, 2010, people
from throughout Northeastern PA Synod will
gather at Atonement Lutheran Church in
Wyomissing for LEARNING MINISTRIES DAY.

This is an all-day opportunity for anyone
interested in Christian Education and Lifelong

Learning. The morning will begin with Keynote
Speaker, the Rev. Dr. Rolf Jacobson, who is back
by popular demand and will speak Bsalms: the
Big Picture

Each participant is able to choose to attend
two workshops out of the twelve or so offered in
two different sessions. There will also be short
opening and closing worship.

Please put this learning opportunity on
your calendar today. Further registration details
and workshop descriptions will be available soon.
Call the Church Office for more details and
registration forms.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran

Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519

CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday

8 AM to 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outreach

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner — Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave

9:30 AM Sunday Church School

6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel
Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel
Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynimgs
for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns — Couri&ditor



