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         St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  FROM OUR PASTOR 
 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
As Christians, we live life in a balancing 
act between light and darkness.  During 
the Season of Epiphany, we celebrate 
the light of the world, Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.  But as we move toward the 
Season of Lent, we become aware of 
the darkness which surrounds us 
because of sin. 
 
On Ash Wednesday, we experience the 
stark reminders of Jesus’ very real 
death and of our own mortality.  The 
paraments and the ashes remind us of 
the darkness.  The mood is somber.  It 
is a time for introspection and meditation 
on just how far we have fallen short of 
the glory of God.  It is a time to 
remember that our time on earth is short 
and that we need the powerful presence 
of God in our lives to give us hope and 
strength in the midst of the darkness. 
 
During my time in the Tanzanian village 
of Madihani, I became very aware of the 
balance between light and darkness.  
On the top of that mountain, with no 
electrical light sources, night is very 
dark.  In the midst of the darkness, the 
stars and moon seem brighter. A single 
candle or kerosene lantern can make a 
big difference between being  
 
 
 

 
 
 
totally lost and finding one’s way on the 
well-beaten path.  
 
While we will soon leave the Epiphany 
Season behind, the good news is that 
there is light in the midst of the 
darkness.  At the end of the Lenten 
tunnel is Easter.  Even when the light 
may seem dim because of the cares 
and worries of life, if we live by faith, we 
will experience the light which breaks 
into the darkness with hope and 
promise.  We can see to travel together 
the well-beaten path walked by those 
who have gone before us in the faith. 
 
I invite you to make this Lenten Season 
a time of renewal in your life.  This is an 
opportunity to recommit yourself to the 
One who offers us light in the midst of 
the darkness.  May your worship and 
prayer life be enriched.  May your faith 
be strengthened. And may you seek out 
ways to share God’s light and love with 
others.  Blessings! 
 
 In Christ, 
 
 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor



	����������
��
� ���������������������������
��
��
� ���	����
 

February Worship Highlights 
 
 
Wednesday, February 3 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the 

Chapel 
 
Sunday, February 7 5th Sunday after Epiphany  

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, February 10 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel  
 
Sunday, February 14 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, February 17 Ash Wednesday 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion with the Imposition 
of Ashes in the Nave 
7:30 PM – Holy Communion with the Imposition 
of Ashes in the Nave 

 
Sunday, February 21 First Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

      
Wednesday, February 24  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, February 28 Second Sunday in Lent 

8:15 & 11 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519. 
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Stacy’s Spot 
 

The season of Lent begins on February 
17th this year, which is Ash Wednesday. This is 
the most somber season of the church year, as 
we prepare for the death of Christ on the cross. 
On Ash Wednesday we will remember our own 
mortality as ashes are placed on our foreheads 
and we hear “Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.” We realize that we are 
only journeying on earth for a short time and 
that those around us are on similar voyages that 
will also come to an end. We reflect that even 
Jesus, God’s Son, experienced death on a cross 
and found that his human journey on this earth 
would not extend forever. 
 In the midst of this reflection, I usually 
become aware of others who are also on their 
own passages through Lent. We are all realizing 
that we are truly human and that there are others 
who are very similar to us, but who are not 
having all of their needs met. We realize that 
this could easily be we who are hungry, cold, or 
alone. Or we could be the ones who experience 
this.  

While I reflected on my path and the 
lives of those in Bethlehem, I began to think 
about the youth who have so many talents to 
offer to those around them. I also delighted that 
they enjoy hearing the stories of the lives of 
those who live near them but whom they do not 
yet know. 
 I quickly decided to use these talents 
and interests in my internship project, which all 
interns are required to create. I then reflected 
that we are all on similar journeys, that we are 
all loved children of God, and that we all need to 
work collectively to ensure that everyone’s 
needs are met. This became the focal point for 
my project “To Loved as We Are Loved”.   
 Each month, the youth will hear Biblical 
readings and stories about God’s love for them, 
God’s love for those around them, and the 
importance of our loving our neighbors. Then 
we will reflect on what this means in our lives 
and turn outward to share this love throughout 
the city of Bethlehem and the greater Lehigh 
Valley. 
 In January, we served dinner at Victory 
House to men who were working on getting 
back on their feet. We heard their individual 

stories and were reminded that this could be any 
of us, if something happened in our lives to 
make us lose our homes, our jobs, or our good 
health. 
 This month, we will be travelling to 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church to serve dinner to 
others who are homeless. Each week throughout 
the cold winter months the congregation 
provides a warm and safe environment for 
people to stay and to receive a free meal. This 
falls at a time when we are beginning the season 
of Lent, reflecting on our own humanity, and 
remembering that we have sinned by not loving 
others with our whole hearts. We will begin to 
share some of the love that we have received 
with the people who are often overlooked by 
society and who need the help provided from 
Holy Trinity and our youth to get back on their 
feet. 
 In March, we will continue the inward 
reflection. The youth and those joining them will 
look at the need for self-care and for time spent 
with God. Without intentional prayer time and 
conversation with God, we often use all of our 
energy in ways that aren’t as fruitful to ourselves 
and to God’s mission in the world. Through 
intentional relaxation and prayer, we continue to 
see the needs of those around us and gain a 
better understanding of our own needs of love 
and acceptance. 
 Additional activities are planned for 
April and May, with the hope that we continue 
to reflect on our humanity, God’s work and love 
in our lives, our own needs, and the needs of 
those around us. Along with this reflection, my 
hope is that we will hear the stories of the people 
around us; we will understand the cries for love, 
acknowledgment, and acceptance of the people 
we pass on the street and that we will feel more 
free to give. As we travel through Lent, we are 
reminded that we are all merely humans who are 
mortal and that we all are on similar journeys 
hoping to know God, to feel love, and to have 
our needs met.  
 
 

In peace, 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner 

�
�
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A motion was approved to: 
 

-- Authorize the Treasurer to remove the 
South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center as one 
of St. Peter’s benevolences because the center 
is no longer active. 
-- Appoint Michelle Geiger as one of St. 
Peter’s representatives to the Southside 
Ministries Directing Council. 
-- Authorize payment of the remaining balance 
for Tori Geiger’s participation in the 
Companion Synod trip to Slovenia from the 
Ministry Fund. 
-- Accept Jean Ocker’s letter of retirement, 
effective May 27, 2010, with thanks for her 
years of faithful, committed service.  
-- Authorize the formation of a Musician 
Search Committee with the members to be 
appointed by the Executive Committee. 
-- Authorize the formation of a Celebration of 
Ministry Committee to plan the retirement 
farewell for Parish Secretary Linda Zrinski 
and Director of Music Jean Ocker on Sunday, 
June 6. 
-- Appoint Gary Rolls to serve on St. Peter’s 
Audit Committee for a three-year term 
beginning January 1, 2011. 
 

Building Use Request Granted: 
 

-- To permit the Strobel family to hold a 
gathering in the Social Room on January 23. 
 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Morning Bible Study - Tuesdays, 
February 2nd and 16h, from 9 to 10:30 AM. 
The group gathers in the Trauger Room. All 
women are welcome to come and share in the 
Bible Study and prayer support this group 
enjoys.  

Cedarbrook Annex Bingo will be held 
on Tuesday, March 23, at 6:30 PM. Please 
bring prizes to the Church Office: perfume, 
candy bars, snacks, jewelry, etc. Helpers for 
the guests are also needed. Call Evelyn Smith 
to volunteer.  

Bach Ministry of Hospitality 
Weekends are May 7 & 8 and May 14 & 15. 
Be sure to mark your calendar. Volunteers will 
be needed to set up, serve, and clean up. 
Contact Connie Wirth or Harriet Tonkins to 
volunteer! 
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Another season of “Scripture and 
Sweets” will begin on Monday, March 1st, at 
7:00 PM. All women are invited to gather in the 
Trauger Room to enjoy together the gift of 
Scripture, community, and sweets! Please feel 
free to bring family members, friends, co-
workers, etc. This group will meet on the first 
four Mondays in March. Please contact Intern 
Stacy for more information or to sign up.   
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St. Peter’s elevator is expected to be 
out of service on Monday and Tuesday, 
February 1st and 2nd. 

Otis Elevator will be doing an upgrade 
at that time. The “soft start” will both prolong 
the life of the elevator motor and help us save 
on our electric bill. 
  Please plan your visit to St. Peter’s on 
another day if you need to use the elevator. 
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The season of Lent is a time when 

many faithful Christians search for ways to 
deepen their spirituality. The Lenten journey 
begins on Ash Wednesday, which, this year, is 
February 17. Worship will be held in the Nave 
at 10:30 AM and 7:30 PM. Holy Communion 
and the Imposition of Ashes are included in 
both services.  

Palms from Palm Sunday 2009 may be 
brought to the Church Office by February 7. 
They will be burned for use on Ash 
Wednesday.  
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Everything we have is a gift from 

God. We are blessed so that we can give back 
and be a blessing to others. St. Peter’s 
Stewardship Committee provides three options 
for giving our weekly offerings. First, each 
confirmed member may receive a box of 
offering envelopes. Second, those who don’t 
use envelopes may receive a number and place 
their offerings in a plain envelope marked 
with that number. Then Financial Secretary 
Dot Nagy records them. Third, a member may 
choose to sign up for the “Simply Giving” 
program, through which offerings are 
electronically transferred from the person’s 
bank account into St. Peter’s checking account 
and then recorded. This method is very 
convenient.  

Remember – God gives us everything! 
Financial offerings are one of the ways we can 
show that we are grateful. 
 

Energy Needs 
 
Fuel costs are rising. Please 

prayerfully consider generous gifts in each of 
the “Energy Needs” envelopes in the offering 
envelopes, or use a pew envelope and mark it 
“energy needs.” It is important that each 
member consider a $5 or $10 gift in the 
energy envelope so we can keep St. Peter’s a 
warm place to worship.  
 

Weather Related 
Cancellations 

 
 If it is necessary to cancel worship or 
another St. Peter’s event due to bad weather, 
the cancellation notice will be listed on St. 
Peter’s voicemail. Call the Church Office and 
let the phone ring about ten times until the 
voicemail picks up. If you receive the normal 
message, there are no cancellations. 
 
 

Hold One Another in 
Prayer 

 
At every worship service, the Prayers 

of the Church are lifted up. We thank God for 
our blessings and share our needs. Our Sunday 
morning prayers include the names of 
parishioners who will celebrate birthdays that 
week, one of the congregations of the 
Bethlehem/Easton Mission District, our 
Partner Congregation in Tanzania, our 
missionaries, and a variety of other needs and 
concerns.  

You are invited to stop at the Prayer 
Book before Sunday morning worship to add 
your own joys and concerns. A new prayer list 
is started on the first Sunday of each month. 
At Sunday evening and Wednesday morning 
worship services, the Pastor will ask for names 
to be included in the prayers at the start of the 
service.  
 

Souper Bowl 
 
 As the professional football season 
comes to an end, many people around the 
world focus on the Super Bowl --- cheering on 
their favorite team and hosting or attending 
parties. There’s always plenty to eat and drink 
during the game! 
 This year the youth of the Church 
again challenge each worshipper on January 
31st and February 7th to give $1 or more to the 
“Souper” Bowl --- a nationwide effort to raise 
money for those who suffer from hunger every 
day --- while most of us have plenty to eat. 
 Each year in faith communities across 
the country, youth groups gather donations 
which add up to millions of dollars every year. 
The youth from St. Peter’s divide our gifts 
between the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and 
our local Food Bank. 
 Prayerfully consider a donation to the 
“Souper” Bowl so our hungry neighbors may 
have enough food for one more day. 
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Snow Tubing 
 

It’s that time of year again. We will be 
going Snow Tubing at Blue Mountain on 
February 12th and will be leaving the church 
parking lot at 5:30 PM. Please see Intern Stacy 
to sign up, as everyone attending will need to 
complete a St. Peter’s permission slip and a 
Blue Mountain form. Please sign up before 
February 8th. If we have more than 15 
participants we will get a reduced rate. 
 

To Love As We Are  

Loved 
Youth in grades eight and up are 

invited to help prepare and serve dinner for the 
emergency shelter program located at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, on 
February 23rd. We will leave St. Peter’s 
parking lot at 6 PM on that day to serve a meal 
to approximately 25 persons who are 
homeless. Please see Intern Stacy to sign up.  
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The youth of St. Peter’s attend school, 

participate in school and community activities, 
and in family life, too. Then there’s their 
commitment to St. Peter’s. Our youth attend 
Sunday Church School, youth events, sing and 
play handbells, and serve as worship 
ministers. 

During 2010, several young people 
have also made a commitment to participate in 
the ministries of the wider Church: 

�   Adam Kolman is hard at work 
attending planning meetings for the June 
Synod trip to our Companion Synod in 
Tanzania. He will represent St. Peter’s, 
bringing greetings to our sisters and brothers 
in East Africa. 

�   Rachel Fackenthall has 
volunteered to serve as Historian for the 
Synod LYF --- Lutheran Youth Fellowship. 

Rachel is charged with recording youth events 
through photography. 

�   Tori Geiger was just selected to 
spend three weeks in our Companion Synod in 
Slovenia during July. She will live with a 
family and learn about daily life in Slovenia 
and life in the Lutheran Church there. 

Please encourage our young people in 
their faith journeys and continue to hold them 
in prayer in this exciting time in their lives.  
 

First Communion Instruction 
 
St. Peter’s Education/Youth Ministry 

Team guidelines for First Communion 
Instruction provide families help in 
determining when young people are ready to 
receive Holy Communion. It is important that 
young people regularly attend Worship and 
Sunday Church School and that they show an 
interest in receiving God’s gift of grace in this 
manner. The young person and a parent or 
guardian must participate together in the 
instruction. 

First Communion Instruction will be 
held on Palm Sunday, which, in 2010, is 
Sunday, March 28. If you feel that your son or 
daughter is ready for First Communion 
Instruction, please speak with Pastor Roberts 
soon, so plans can be made for Palm Sunday. 
 

Bear Creek Camp 
 

It is time to plan for another exciting 
summer at Bear Creek Camp! Those planning 
to attend need to return their completed 
application form to the Church Office by 
Sunday, February 14, to allow time to get 
signatures, have St. Peter’s paperwork 
completed, and have all the forms to Bear 
Creek in time to get the discounts. All fees 
increase after March 1! 
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Join the crowd from St. Peter’s on 
Friday, June 11th, to see the Iron Pigs play the 
Toledo Mud Hens. A large group went to a 
game last year and had a great time. 

Bruce Billiard will again order a block 
of seats at $9 per ticket. Bring your ticket 
money to the Church Office to reserve a 
seat. Last year we were able to take “add-ons” 
but this year there will be no provision to get 
tickets with the St. Peter’s group after May 1. 

Plan to come along, to see St. Peter’s 
name up in lights on the scoreboard, and to 
have fun cheering on our hometown team. 
 

With Many Thanks! ��
 

From Doris Brunnabend for the 
prayers, visits and the beautiful Poinsettia 
plant at Christmas. 

From Rosie Ummarino for the lovely 
Poinsettia plant; to Tom Stathos for his visit 
when delivering the plant; and to Karen 
VanGorden for her cards. 

From Arlene Mills: “to my St. Peter’s 
family for my beautiful Christmas plant, many 
Christmas greetings, and to hear spiritual 
messages, lovely choir music and see a 
beautiful Christmas tree on my visit to Church 
during the holidays. St. Peter’s family never 
forgets. Bless each one.” 

From Connie Litrenta & her family to 
Pastor Spieker for conducting “graveside 
services for our beloved Dale and Lois 
Miller;” and to the members of St. Peter’s: 
“The sympathy cards, phone calls and 
memorials to the Church were most gratefully 
appreciated.” 

From Mildred Wright for the beautiful 
Poinsettia plant. “It was so kind and 
thoughtful.” 

 

From Roma Ziegler and Joyce 
Harmony to Pastor Spieker for his Advent 
visit with Holy Communion, for the copies of 
the Mortgage Burning worship service and 
dinner program, and for the Christmas tree 
decorations created by St. Peter’s youth. 

From Bud, Dave, and Chris Struble for 
all of the prayers and support during Dave’s 
Mother’s illness and at the time of her death. 

To everyone who helped with the set 
up, take down, and clean up of the Christmas 
tree. The volunteers were: Richard Hawk II; 
Richard Hawk III; Morris Litrenta; Josh 
Trautman; Ron, Tyler, & Travis Frankenfield; 
Brian Keller; Michael Taylor; Joshua Young; 
Cassandra Ulrigg; Matthew Young; Andrew 
Kalynych; Becky & Keith Young; Kenny 
Young; Ed & Connie Wirth; Ryan Scovanner; 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner; and Dave, 
Micah, & Elijah Kolman. 
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From February 3 through April 14, St. 
Peter’s will serve as host for AARP Tax 
Aide. Each Wednesday, certified volunteers 
will prepare federal, state, and local tax 
returns, file property tax rebates, and provide 
tax counsel for anyone in need of help. 

The volunteers will work in the Social 
Room on Wednesdays from 1 to 8 PM, with 
two exceptions. On Ash Wednesday, February 
17, hours will be only from 1 to 5 PM, due to 
evening worship. No sessions will be held on 
March 31 during Holy Week. 

St. Peter’s own Bob Helman is 
working with this group and can provide 
answers to many questions. Please see Bob or 
contact the Church Office for more 
information. 

Providing room for AARP Tax Aide is 
another way in which St. Peter’s can keep our 
commitment to be “In the City for God, In the 
City for Good,” as we share our space with 
our neighbors.  

 
 

�



 ����������
��
� ���������������������������
��
��
� ���	����
 

�����������	
����
�����
��
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made know to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7) 
 

 Many of you know that to be one of 
my favorite Bible verses! It has guided me 
through many a difficult time, through times 
of joy and celebration, and through everyday 
days. It is also the verse that has guided the 
last three months of my life, as the need for 
bypass surgery was determined by a 
catheterization. The two weeks of waiting 
were made bearable only because of my faith, 
my family, and the family of God that 
surrounds me each day. As I awaited the 
surgeon’s arrival and the time of surgery, St. 
Luke’s operating room nurse, St. Peter’s 
member Donna Musselman, stood beside my 
bed and comforted me with her words and 
smile. She was standing there as the entire St. 
Peter’s family during my wait. Surgery took 
about five hours, as they did four bypasses 
successfully. The 24 hours in the Cardiac 
Intensive Care Unit area are a little hazy and 
foggy, but at some point, there was Pastor 
Spieker checking in on me and caring for 
Richard. Later on the smiling face and caring 
words were from Sister Ramona Daily, one of 
the Chaplains from St. Luke’s, and also part of 
the St. Peter’s family. Pastor Roberts’ visit 
bringing the Sunday altar flowers was very 
comforting. So, you were all there caring for 
us in the faces of a few. 
 Your response to my wish for 
donations to be made to the Madihani Sweater 
Fund was amazing! To know that so many 
children and young people will have new 
sweaters to wear as they go to school warms 
our hearts. Thank you so very much. 
 Your cards, notes, concern, and 
prayers have carried us through this difficult 

experience. The meals that people provided 
were yummy, even if they came with no 
salt/no fat rules! They made life much easier 
during those first weeks at home, when I was 
too tired to make meals. To have a basket of 
cards to look through when I need to be 
reminded of the caring and love of the St. 
Peter’s family is wonderful. 
 Please know that each act of kindness 
and caring and your prayers are what have 
carried Richard and me through this 
challenging time. You also did a wonderful 
job of giving me the quiet and space I needed 
to rest and heal. Thank you for that as well. 
 I continue to improve, although there 
is still discomfort. I am going to Cardiac 
Rehab to strengthen the sore muscles. Soon, I 
should be able to drive and look forward to 
getting back to St. Peter’s for worship and 
work. 
 Another favorite scripture verse that 
carries me through life comes from Martin 
Luther’s favorite Psalm 46:10, “Be still and 
know that I am God.” During the past months 
I have had much more time to sit and listen for 
God. I hear God in the care and love you have 
shared with Richard and me. God bless and 
keep you now and always! 
 

Blessings, 
      Elizabeth 
      ‘Miss’ Liz 
 

Parish Secretary Search 
 

St. Peter’s is accepting applications for 
the position of Parish Secretary. This is a part-
time position of twenty hours per week, 
Monday through Fridays, from 8 AM to Noon. 
The Parish Secretary serves as receptionist, 
prepares worship bulletins, and compiles the 
Annual Report and bulk mailings. The 
Secretary maintains the files and office 
equipment, updates the church website, and 
assists the staff and lay leaders. The Secretary 
is required to attend weekly staff meetings. 
 To receive an application, email 
Barbara_Taylor@stpetersbethlehem.org. 
Completed applications are due at St. Peter’s 
no later than March 1, 2010. 
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Bus Bunch  
 
 There are still a few seats available for 
the Thursday, April 8, bus trip to see “Joseph” 
at Sight & Sound. For more information, 
please contact Betty Thompson.  
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Please remember, with notes and 
cards, the following homebound members 
who are celebrating their birthdays this month:  
 

Marge Weiss - February 24 
 

Irene Smith - February 28 
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Pastor Roberts and the people of St. 

Peter’s are fortunate to hear from former 
interns each Christmas. Letters and cards were 
on the bulletin board for a while. Here are 
some updates received at Christmas: 
 

� Pastor Jennifer Thomas, Vance, Peder, 
and Solveig sent greetings from Kansas 
City, Missouri, where Pastor Jennifer 
serves at Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
Vance is the Director of the Library at 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Peder loves school and Cub Scouts, and 
Solveig attends preschool.  

� Pastor Julie Tillberg and husband John 
sent greetings from North Dakota. They 
are the parents of John Luke, who just 
turned one. Pastor Julie reported that 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans was an inspiring part of her 
year. 

 
 

� Pastor Judy (Hesterberg) Brennan and 
husband Dan sent greetings from 
Kentucky. They, too, have a new baby -
-- Heidi --- born in December. Her big 
sister is Becky. Pastor Judy is serving 
an interim ministry. 

� Pastor Chris Bridge and her son Tim sent 
greetings from New Jersey. She was 
especially thankful to the youth for the 
package of homemade Christmas 
cookies she received. Pastor Chris 
serves at St. Paul and at Zion Lutheran 
Churches. 

� Pastor Michael Jannett and family sent 
greetings from Tennessee. Kelly is 
teaching music, Dylan loves Cub 
Scouts, and Ansley is in 
preschool. Pastor Michael serves at St. 
James Lutheran Church in Greeneville.  

� Pastor Drew Goodson serves at Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, also in 
Greenville, but this time Greenville 
without the “E” --- and it’s located in 
North Carolina. He is engaged to be 
married to Megan Nelson. Drew writes 
that he proposed to Megan eight months 
after they met, because “when you 
know, you know.” 

 

Please hold these young pastors and 
all St. Peter’s interns and their families in 
prayer as they spread God’s love throughout 
the United States. 
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Approximately twenty-five homeless 
men, women, and children are spending 7 PM 
to 7 AM in the shelter that moves among area 
congregations during the winter. From 7 AM 
to 7 PM, however, they live on the streets. 
Warm hats, gloves, and socks are needed for 
the adults. (There is enough clothing for the 
children.) Please place your gifts in the box in 
the Coffee Corner.  
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The Southside Ministries Better Buy 
Thrift Shop has donated coats for the adults in 
the shelter. Now the shop is in need of coats 
for men and women who are coming into the 
shop looking for ways to keep warm. Please 
check your closets and bring men’s and 
women’s coats. See Barbara Taylor if you 
need more information. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 
Now that winter is here and we find 

ourselves turning up the thermostat to heat our 
homes, we need to keep in mind those among 
us without enough money to pay for the fuel 
bill to heat their home, pay rent for a dry place 
to live, buy warm clothing for their children, 
or place a warm meal on the table for their 
family. From time to time, Pastor Roberts is 
asked to assist individuals and families 
experiencing difficulties of a wide variety. 
Contributions may be made by placing your 
donations in a pew envelope and marking it 
“Pastor’s Fund.” Won’t you reach out to help 
a neighbor in need?  
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 Turning Point is the local agency that 
helps victims to rebuild their lives after 
experiencing domestic abuse. Their mission is 
to eliminate domestic violence, to increase 
community awareness of the problem, and to 
empower the victims by providing shelter and 
support services. 
 No one should be threatened or 
harmed at home. If you need help, call the 
Turning Point hotline at 610-437-3369. All 
calls are confidential. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

As Lutheran people of faith, we pray 
alone and we pray with others. Prayer is our 
personal line of communication with God.  
We pray to give thanks, to share our joys, 
sorrows, amazement, disappointments, and 
our daily experiences. We offer our burdens to 
God and ask for forgiveness for our failures 
and shortcomings. Our prayers may be for 
ourselves, for the needs of others, for friends 
or for strangers, for the poor and oppressed, or 
for local or global concerns. The words we use 
in our daily prayer life may be public or silent. 
They may be rambling words or words uttered 
through tears. They may be carefully worded 
or even poetic in nature. We may find times 
when prayer comes easily and times when 
words need to come from books or through 
song. There will be days when we may use our 
own words to talk with God and other days 
when the only words we can pray are those 
found in The Lord’s Prayer. 
 Prayer is personal. Prayer is a 
conversation. The important thing about 
prayer is that we keep talking with God. It’s 
not about the words we use, or the how, when, 
or where we pray that is important, but rather 
that we regularly have a conversation with 
God. Pray, and then listen for God’s response.  
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Due to privacy laws, hospitals no 
longer always call St. Peter’s when one of our 
members is admitted. If you or another St. 
Peter’s member is admitted to a hospital, 
please call the Church Office so our Pastors 
and Intern can stop by and check in!  
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Daffodil Days have been a part of the American Cancer Society’s fundraising efforts for many years. 
The daffodil was selected since it is a sign of renewal and hope each spring. To the American Cancer Society, 
the daffodil is a representation of the hope that, one day, cancer will no longer steal another year from 
anyone’s life. 

You can give hope to people facing cancer and save lives by supporting the American Cancer 
Society Daffodil Days program. The dollars raised through Daffodil Days do make a difference. They 
allow the American Cancer Society to save lives and create a world with more birthdays by helping 
people stay well with tips, tools, and resources to help them take steps to reduce their risk of cancer. 
 St. Peter’s will again take part in the Daffodil Days program. So that we have enough flowers for all 
who wish them, you are encouraged to complete and return the form below to the Church Office no later than 
February 14. A limited number of flowers will be available for those who have not placed an order. Flowers 
will be available for pick-up on Sunday, March 21. 
 For more information on the services offered by the American Cancer Society, as a result of the 
dollars raised through Daffodil Days, please go to their website www.cancer.org. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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American Cancer Society’s 
2010 Daffodil Days 

Order Form 
 
 The following items are available as part of this year’s Daffodil Days event: bunches of 10 daffodils; 
7” etched glass Daffodil Days Vase with 10 daffodils; a Boyds Bear (named Birthdays R. Hope) along with 10 
daffodils; and Potted Mini Daffodils (a 4” pot with 3-4 daffodil bulbs). 
 Orders must be received in the Church Office no later than Sunday, February 14. 
 
NAME: _______________________________________   PHONE NUMBER: ________________________ 

I would like to order the following item(s): 
 

# _____ bunch(es) of 10 daffodils @ $10 a bunch = $ ________ 
 

# _____ Daffodil Days Vase(s) @ $15 = $ ________ 
 

# _____ Birthdays R. Hope @ $25 = $ ________ 
 

# _____ Potted Mini Daffodils @ $12 = $ ________ 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER = $ ________ 
 

�  I have enclosed payment with my order.                �  I will pay for my order when I pick it up. 
 

Payment may be made by cash or check. Please make checks payable to St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 
 

Orders will be available for pick-up at St. Peter’s on Sunday, March 21. 
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Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas        $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                              each $150.00  
ADF        $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                            each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables    each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 
NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 

2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 
more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be purchased 
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the 
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00. 
4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, Evelyn 
Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for more 
information. 
 

Haiti Earthquake Relief 
ELCA Disaster Response 

 
On Tuesday, January 12, a magnitude 

7.0 earthquake rocked the island country of 
Haiti, primarily impacting the capital, Port-au-
Prince. Offices, hotels, houses and shops have 
collapsed. The presidential palace is in ruins 
and many churches have been destroyed. 
Hospitals are overflowing and the search for 
survivors is intense. The streets of Haiti are 
filled with people in shock and searching for 
loved ones among the rubble. 

Your help is needed today to bring 
immediate relief and continued hope for 
our brothers and sisters in Haiti. About 3 
million lives, one-third of Haiti’s population, 
are affected by this earthquake. Already one of 
the poorest countries in the world (70 percent 
of Haiti’s population lives in extreme 
poverty); this catastrophe will exacerbate the 
suffering felt by many already living with 
hunger and poverty. ELCA Disaster Response 
is already working through long-standing  

 
partnerships on the ground to provide 
emergency food, water, shelter and medical 
supplies. 

Financial gifts are urgently needed. 
Your gifts to ELCA International Disaster 
Response, designated for Haiti Earthquake 
Relief, will be used entirely—100 percent— 
for immediate relief and ongoing recovery 
in Haiti. Your prayers and generous gifts will 
make a life-saving difference. Please make out 
checks to St. Peter’s and mark them “Disaster 
Response.” 

 

 
 

Save a Life 
 
Blood is needed every day to save the 

lives of people injured in accidents or those 
having surgeries. Blood is also needed by both 
adults and children who are under-going 
cancer treatments. 

To give a blood donation, call the 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center at 610-691-
5850. Your donation will take only about an 
hour, and that includes free juice and cookies! 

Call today and give the gift of life! 
 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
 

In 2009, St. Peter’s members and 
friends contributed $5,941 to the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal to help feed hungry children 
and adults, locally, nationally, and around the 
world!  

All of our gifts, combined with the 
gifts of Lutherans throughout the ELCA 
provide:  
    + Relief through food, clean water, 
medicine, shelter, and clothing for those in 
need.  
    + Assistance to help people create better 
lives for themselves and their families through 
farming and small businesses.  
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    + Advocacy by speaking to government 
agencies for those who cannot speak for 
themselves.  
    +  Education to help people learn how to 
help our sisters and brothers in need.  
 

To contribute, place your gift in an 
envelope and mark it “Hunger Appeal.” Make 
checks payable to St. Peter’s. Gifts may be 
placed in the offering plate or mailed to the 
Church Office.  

We are blessed to be blessings to 
others. Please hold our hungry neighbors in 
prayer and consider giving a gift every week. 
Let’s work together to give even more gifts in 
2010!  

 

March Courier Deadline 
 

The deadline for the March Courier is 
Sunday, February 14. Please place your 
articles in the editor’s mailbox or email them 
to her at courier_editor@yahoo.com. 

 

Reminder to Call or Email the 
Church Office If. . . 

 

. . . you or another member of St. Peter’s is 
admitted to the hospital or to a care facility. 
. . . your telephone number, address, or email 
has changed. 
. . . new baby has been born in your family. 
. . . you need to share a concern with Pastor 
Roberts or another staff member. 
 

Please help keep the lines of 
communication open among the members of 
our family of faith. 
 

Acceptance 
 

Whatever you send me, Lord, I will accept.  
My response may be clumsy, or even inept.  

But I know you want only the best for me, too.  
So with your help, I’ll do what you want me to 

do. 
 

- Peggy Ferrell 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 

474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 
610-867-0519 

CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 

8 AM to 3 PM 
Friday: 9 AM to NOON 

FAX: 610-867-1249 
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 

www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for 
Education/Youth/Outreach  

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish 
Administration 

 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner – Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:   8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
 9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
 6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel  
                

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings 
for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns – Courier Editor 
 
 
 
 

 

Check It Out!  
 

Be sure to stop by the display case at 
the Vine Street Christian Education building 
door and/or visit www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
to keep up-to-date with St. Peter’s events. 


