4

St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

During the first three weeks of
February, we continue our journey
through the Season of Light. In our
scripture readings Jesus is revealed as
one who brings healing into a needy
world, and our hymns celebrate the
wonder of light and hope.

The Epiphany Season culminates on
February 22nd, as we stand on the
mountaintop with Jesus and three of
his disciples: Peter, John, and James.
It is there that Jesus is revealed in a
dazzling light and stands with the
ancient Jewish leaders, Moses and
Elijah. On Transfiguration Sunday we
also “bury the Alleluias,” as we remove
this word of celebration from our
vocabulary to prepare for the next
season of the Church Year.

On Transfiguration Sunday we will also
end the Epiphany Season with our
annual Mardi Gras dinner and show.
This year we will celebrate the wonder
of God'’s creation as we gather for food,
fun, and music.

With the “Alleluias” hidden safely in the
“cocoon” and the Mardi Gras laughter
and applause silenced, we will begin
the most somber season of the
Church year -- the Season of Lent.

The black paraments of Ash
Wednesday remind us of the very real
death of Jesus. The ashes remind us
of our own mortality. The deep purple
of Lent reinforces the somberness and
solemnity of the season. As we
journey together toward the reality of
the cross, we are bound together by
God’s deep and powerful love for us.
And we are challenged to share that
love with others.

This journey from Epiphany into Lent
reflects the reality of life, with its
mountains and valleys, light and
darkness, joys and sorrows, hopes and
fears. The good news is that we do not
travel alone. May you make a
commitment to deepen your
relationship with the One who travels
with us

Blessings be with you!
In Christ,
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The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



February Worship Highlights

Sunday, February 1

Wednesday, February 4

Sunday, February 8

Wednesday, February 11

Sunday, February 15

Wednesday, February 18

Sunday, February 22

Wednesday, February 25

4™ Sunday after Epiphany
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communion ldedling in
the Chapel

"sSunday after Epiphany
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniothenChapel

"&Sunday after Epiphany
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Martin Luther, Renewer of the Church
10:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Transfiguration of Our Lord
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Ash Wednesday

10:30 AM — Holy Communion with the
Imposition of Ashes in the Nave

7:30 PM — Holy Communion with the
Imposition of Ashes in the Nave
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Elizabeth’s
Editorial

One of the tasks of the whole church
is to raise up and train pastors who will
proclaim the Gospel of Christ through the
ministry of Word and Sacrament. There are
many pieces that the church values as
important in the formation of future pastors.
Two of the most important pieces are three
years of formal theological education at a
seminary and a one-year internship in a
congregation. While seminary teaches the
foundations of theology, worship, pastoral
care, etc., internship allows for practical,
hands-on education and reflection on
ministry in a congregational setting. St.
Peter’s has been graciously hosting interns
for over a decade now, helping the church to
raise up and train leaders.

One important aspect of an
internship experience is the internshi
project. The internship project is one
opportunity for an intern to observe t
congregation, assess the needs of thHes~
congregation, and then develop and carry out
a project that matches the needs of a
congregation. Each of the interns that have
come to St. Peter’s have done a particular
project. This past year Intern Drew Goodson
focused his project on young men, and the
year before, Intern Jon Niketh focused on the
ELCA Sexuality Study. The intern takes the
primary lead on the project while in
consultation with the Senior Pastor. The
project allows the intern to develop and
reflect on the skills used in congregational
ministry.

From the very beginning of my
internship | have participated in St. Peter’s
Women of the ELCA Bible study group
which meets two Tuesday mornings a month.
I have been warmly welcomed as both a
participant and a Bible study leader in this
group. From very early on, | saw that the
women who participated in this group cared
deeply for each other and their joint purpose.
This group of women gathers rain
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or shine to engage in the study of Scripture,
leading them to learn about themselves, God,
and the world. They also are deeply
committed to supporting each other. The
women diligently pray not only for the needs
of the women involved in the group, but also
for family, friends, members of the
congregation, and the world. The joy that
each member receives from participation in
the group is easily seen in their smiles and
hugs.

Several weeks into the Bible study it
occurred to me that only a certain number of
women could participate in the group
because the group meets on mornings. Many
other women in the congregation are
working, attending school, or busy with the
responsibilities of children and home. About
the same time, | also started to think about
what the focus of my internship project
would be. After reflection and conversations
with Pastor Roberts, | have decided to focus
my project on developing a Bible study for
women who are not able to attend the
Tuesday morning session. The hope is that
more women will be renewed by Scripture
and life in community with other women,
just as the Tuesday morning group.

“Scripture and Sweets: A time of
spiritual renewal for women” is the name of
the project. This group will meet the first and
third Monday of every month at 7 pm in the
Trauger room, beginning Monday, February
2. At each session we will engage in the
study of Scripture and indulge in sweets, all
with the goal of building community among
those gathered and traveling together on our
journeys of faith. If you are a woman, please
consider joining us!

Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern



A motion was approved to:

-- designate a tithe of $4,500 from a bequest
from the Horace Miller estate to the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia for
their building project.

-- designate a second tithe of $4,500 from a
bequest from the Horace Miller estate to
support the youth and adults who will be
attending the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering

in New Orleans.

-- invest the remaining funds from the
bequest from the Horace Miller estate in the
ELCA Mission Investment Fund.

-- authorize an additional $3,000 from the
Ministry Fund to support additional expenses
for the September Tanzania trip.

Lent Begins

The season of Lent is a time when
many faithful Christians search for ways to
deepen their spirituality. The Lenten journey
begins on Ash Wednesday, which, this year,
is February 25. Worship will be held in the
Nave at 10:30 AM and 7:30 PM. Holy
Communion and the Imposition of Ashes are
included in both services.

Palms from Palm Sunday 2008 may
be brought to the Church Office by Sunday,
February 15. They will be burned for use on

Ash Wednesday.

You and your family and friends are
invited to St. Peter’'s Annual Mardi Gras
Dinner and Show on Sunday, February 22.
Before the quietness of Lent begins, it is
good to gather with St. Peter’s family and
friends for an afternoon of good food, music,
and fun.

A ham and chicken dinner with all
the trimmings and the usual amazing salad
bar and scrumptious dessert buffet will be

held in the Social Room at 12:30 PM.
Tickets are required for the dinner and will
be available each Sunday in the Reception
Area and during the week from the Church
Office. Please get your tickets by Sunday,
February 15.

The Mardi Gras Show will follow the
dinner, at 1:30 PM in the Nave. The theme of
this year’s show i8Creation Celebration!”

All of St. Peter’s young people will have the
opportunity to participate with songs from
Vacation Bible School 2008: “Rainforest
Adventure.” Additional songs and music
will also reflect the glorious gift of God'’s
Creation.

The proceeds from this event will
benefit St. Peter’s participants in the 2009
Youth Gathering, which will be held in New
Orleans July 22-26. Seven of St. Peter’s
youth and three adults are registered for this
servant-oriented faith adventure.
Celebrating is more fun with more people, so
please invite family and friends to this great
afternoon of food, music, and celebration.

Morning Bible Study Tuesdays,
February 8 and 17, from 9 to 10:30 AM.
The group gathers in the Trauger Room. All
women are welcome to come and share in the
Bible Study and prayer support this group
enjoys.

Lutheran World Relief Blanket
Making— February 9 & 23 at 9 AM.
Sewing skills are not needed to help with this
project. Come and learn simple steps to help
complete blankets which will be used by
sisters and brothers across the globe.

Cedarbrook Annex Bingaill be
held on Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 PM.
Please bring prizes to the Church Office:
perfume, candy bars, snacks, jewelry, etc.
Helpers for the guests are also needed. Call
Evelyn Smith to volunteer.



Bach Ministry of Hospitality
Weekendare May 1 & 2 and May 8 & 9. Be
sure to mark your calendar. Volunteers will
be needed to set up, serve, and clean up.
Contact Jeanette Gross to volunteer!

As of December 31, 2008, the
Principal Balance of St. Peter's mortgage
was $32,255.03. A mortgage-burning
celebration is in sight!

You can help pay off St. Peter’s
mortgage and honor or remember a loved one
or a special event at the same time. Call the
Parish Secretary and tell her you want to
sponsor a share ($100) or a half share ($50)
of Interest for a Day in the Keys to the’21
Century Mortgage Fund. Let her know what
Sunday you want your gift listed in the
Sunday bulletin. We look forward to the day
when we can celebrate that we have
completed our commitment!

No Offering
Envelopes ?

Everything we have is a gift from
God. We are blessed so that we can give back
and be a blessing to others. St. Peter's
Stewardship Committee provides three
options for giving our weekly offerings.
First, each confirmed member may receive a
box of offering envelopes. Second, those
who don't use envelopes may receive a
number and place their offerings in a plain
envelope marked with that number. Then
Financial Secretary Dot Nagy records them.
Third, a member may choose to sign up for
the “Simply Giving” program, through which
offerings are electronically transferred from
the person’s bank account into St. Peter’s
checking account and then recorded. This
method is very convenient.

Remember — God gives us
everything! Financial offerings are one of the
ways we can show that we are grateful.

Energy Needs

Fuel costs are rising. Please
prayerfully consider generous gifts in each of
the “Energy Needs” envelopes in the offering
envelopes, or use a pew envelope and mark it
“energy needs.” It is important that each
member consider a $5 or $10 gift in the
energy envelope so we can keep St. Peter’s a
warm place to worship.

Take Stock in OUR
Youth!

It is not too late to become a
“Stockholder” in the St. Peter’s youth who
are attending the 2009 ELCA Youth
Gathering.

The first “Shares of Stock in OUR
Youth” were issued at the Annual Meeting
on January 25. More shares are available.

Stop by the Reception Area on any
Sunday and make a donation for your shares.
You will be invited to at least two
“Stockholder” meetings, one before and one
after the July 22-26 event.

Your prayers and financial support
for St. Peter’s youth and adults going to New
Orleans is greatly appreciated.

Time for Winter Fun

During February and March, the
youth and families of St. Peter’s enjoy the
opportunity to participate in winter activities,
including snow tubing and ice skating.

Both events will be planned shortly,
and the details of date, time, and cost will be
shared through email, posters, handouts, and
the Sunday Bulletin. Get your snow gear
ready to have a good time together!



The Church Calendar is filled with
Commemoration Days, opportunities to
remember and celebrate Christians whose
lives were examples of faith and
commitment. Normally, the Commemoration
Day is the date of the individual’s death.

Martin Luther was born on
November 10, 1483, and lived a very full life
as a priest, reformer, husband, father, and
renewer of the faith. He died on February 18,
1546. This year, on Wednesday, February 18,
Martin Luther will be commemorated in the
10:30 AM worship service. Following
worship, folks will gather in the Social Room
for a home-cooked pork and sauerkraut meal
to continue the celebration of Luther’s life.
Come for worship and a fine German meal
and learn something new about Martin
Luther! This is a good Wednesday to invite
family and friends.

Show You Care!

The Youth of St. Peter’s have
challenged other St. Peter's members to
contribute both money and food items for the
Souper Bowl of Caring on both January 25,
Youth Sunday, and February 1, Super Bowl
Sunday. All the food items will be given to
South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center’s
Food Bank. The money will be divided
between the ELCA World Hunger Appeal
and the SBNC Food Bank.

Thank you to everyone who contributed food
and/or money to care for those who live with
hunger on a daily basis.

Interested in Becoming a St.
Peter's Member?

If you have been worshipping
regularly at St. Peter's and are not yet a
member of the congregation, you are invited
to explore membership. Please speak with
Pastor Roberts if you feel called to take this
step on your faith journey.

With Many Thanks!

From Kristine Unger and Adam and
Luke King to “Pastor Roberts and our St.
Peter’s family for the comfort they gave to us
during the time of Kristine’s father’s
passing.”

From St. Peter’s Staff to members
and friends of the congregation for the
variety of wonderful Christmas greetings.

From Irene Smith for the cards,
visits, prayers, and beautiful poinsettia.

From Fountain Hill Cemetery
President Ed Vogrins to both the St. Peter’s
congregation and to individual members for
the faithful, generous support during 2008.

From Rosemarie Ummarino for “the
visit by Tom Stathos. | really enjoyed the
visit and the poinsettia plant. Thank you also
for the card made by the children. | really
liked it.”

From Pastor Julie Tillberg and her
husband John Peterson and son John Luke
for “the goodies we received during Advent!
How thoughtful to continue to remember
your former interns! The goodies didn't last
for too long!”

To everyone who brought in items
for the Advent Baby Shower. An amazing
amount of baby items were contributed.

St. Peter's Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered
worshipping family of faith witnessing to
God’s inclusive love for individuals, for

our community, and for the world.
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Dear St. Peter's Family,

This note is a truly long time coming,
and | ask your mercy on this new Pastor who
“hit the ground running,” as they say, in his
new congregation, and has been so busy that
he has done a really lousy job writing thank-
you notes and cards to many people who
deserve them.

My Ordination was on October 26,
but I am still deeply moved by the presence
of those of you who came all the way to
Manchester, CT to support me and, on behalf
of the whole Church, assist the Bishop in the
Laying on of Hands. | am also very grateful
for the outpouring of cards, gifts, and well-
wishes that were sent my way from many of
you in celebration of that day and the
ministry that will follow —a ministry for
which you prepared me during our year
together, and through which you will touch
the lives of people you may never meet.

One such group of people call
themselves First Lutheran Church in Lynn,
Massachusetts, and they called me to be their
Pastor on September 7, a call | began the
following Sunday on Holy Cross Day, and
into which | was formally Installed on the
First Sunday of Advent. Each and every day
as | go about my work, I carry with me the
lessons learned, stories shared, and ministry
ventures begun withouduring our year
together at St. Peter’s. As | transition from
being a seminarian and an intern into being
the shepherd of this new community of faith,
it is largely your example of living the gospel
of God’s inclusive love — the love that
reconciles us all in Christ — that guides me.

You might not ever directly see the
effects of your work and commitment in
forming me as a Pastor, but | experience it
each time | prepare a sermon, lead worship,
visit someone in the hospital, teach

confirmation, make tough decisions, and
strive to make the church a welcoming place
for all people.

I am grateful for all the tokens of
your continued support, whether it be in the
form of a card, an e-mail, a huge tub of
Christmas cookies, or the beautiful booklet
put together by the youth. | feel very
supported and blessed to be surrounded by
your prayers, and to know that some of the
work we began in faith is being continued to
its fulfillment according to God’s good and
gracious time. Know that | hold you all
dearly in my heart.

May the God who is, who was, and
who is to come — the God who came down to
us in Jesus — fill your lives with peace at
every time and in every way.

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Jonathan R. Niketh

First Communion Instruction

St. Peter’s Education/Youth Ministry
Team guidelines for First Communion
Instruction provide families help in
determining when young people are ready to
receive Holy Communion. It is important that
young people regularly attend Worship and
Sunday Church School and that they show an
interest in receiving God’s gift of grace in
this manner. The young person and a parent
or guardian must participate together in the
instruction.

First Communion Instruction will be
held on Palm Sunday, which, in 2009, is
Sunday, April 5. If you feel that your son or
daughter is ready for First Communion
Instruction, please speak with Pastor Roberts
soon, so plans can be made for Palm Sunday.



Weather-Related
Cancellations

If it is necessary to cancel worship or
another St. Peter's event because of bad
weather, the cancellation notice will be
posted on St. Peter's voicemail.

Call the Church Office and let the
phone ring until the voicemail picks up. If
you receive the normal message, there are no
cancellations.

When calling to check about Sunday
morning worship, please call after 6:00 AM.
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South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center is one of the many community
ministries supported by St. Peter’s through
guarterly benevolence gifts and with our
tangible donations of baby items, paper
products, and food. The Center has been
serving the community since it was founded
in 1996. During the last year, SBNC cared
for 1,107 families. That number includes
3,413 individuals, 1,659 of whom were
children.

Clients work with counselors to find
housing and jobs. Families shop at the Food
Bank. Four after-school Homework Clubs, an
eight-week summer day camp, and a
Welcome Place bowling program are just a
few of the activities provided for children
and youth.

Since the start of the new year,
requests for assistance are on the rise. Please
hold the staff and clients of SBNC in your
prayers and continue your faithful donations
of food for our hungry neighbors.

Campus Ministry

Lehigh and Moravian students
returned to Bethlehem in mid-January. Intern
Elizabeth Nees was at the Spring Activities
fair at Lehigh on Monday, January 12. All
students were invited to a Back-to-Spring-
Semester Dinner at St. Peter’'s on January
27" to make plans for the spring semester.

Watch for email, face book, and
bulletin announcements about all upcoming
lunch gatherings and activities.

ELCA World Hunger Appeal

In 2008, St. Peter's members and
friends contributed $4,644.77 to the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal to help feed hungry
children and adults, locally, nationally, and
around the world!

All of our gifts, combined with the
gifts of Lutherans throughout the ELCA
provide:

+ Relief through food, clean water,
medicine, shelter, and clothing for those in
need.

+ Assistance to help people create better
lives for themselves and their families
through farming and small businesses.

+ Advocacy by speaking to government
agencies for those who cannot speak for
themselves.

+ Education to help people learn how to
help our sisters and brothers in need.

To contribute, place your gift in an
envelope and mark it “Hunger Appeal.”
Make checks payable to St. Peter’s. Gifts
may be placed in the offering plate or mailed
to the Church Office.

We are blessed to be blessings to
others. Please hold our hungry neighbors in
prayer and consider giving a gift every week.
Let's work together to give even more gifts
in 2009!



For 36 years, Daffodil Days have been a part of the American Caacmty’'s fundraising
efforts. The daffodil was selected since it is a sign of renam@hope each spring. To the American
Cancer Society, the daffodil is a representation of the hopeoti@tjay, cancer will no longer be a
life-threatening disease.

Donations from the sale of daffodils help to provide fregmms and services for
individuals fighting cancer, fund research, educate people dmirhportance of prevention and
early detection, and advocate for health policies that benefit thengnity.

St. Peter’s will again take part in the Daffodil Days paogr So that we have enough flowers
for all who wish them, you are encouraged to complete andhritte form below to the Church
Office no later than February 15. A limited number of floweiltbe available for those who have not
placed an order. Flowers will be available for pick-up on Sundaych 22.

For more information on the services offered by the AmeriGc€& Society, as a result of
the dollars raised through Daffodil Days, please go to thelisitevww.cancer.org.

American Cancer Society’s
2009 Daffodil Days
Order Form

The following items are available as part of this year's Ddffoays event: bunches of 10
daffodils; 7” purple etched glass Daffodil Days Vase witldaffodils; a Boyds Bear (named Carrie
N. Hope) along with 10 daffodils; and Potted Daffodilg'{got with 3 daffodil bulbs).

Orders must be received in the Church Office no later$uadlay, February 15

NAME: Phonebdum

| would like to order the following item(s):

#___ bunch(es) of 10 daffodils @ $10 abunch=$
# __ Daffodil Days Vase(s) @ $15=$
#__ Carrie N.Hope @ $25=$%
# __ Potted Daffodils @ $12=$

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER = $
| have enclosed payment with my order. | will pay for my order when | pick it up.

Payment may be made by cash or check. Please make checks payalieterS
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Orders will be available for pick-up at St. Peter'sSsumday, March 22



Please remember, with notes and
cards, the following homebound members
who are celebrating their birthdays this
month:

Lillian Weiss - February 18
Marge Weiss - February 24

Irene Smith - February 28

Hold One Another in
Prayer

St. Peter’s is a praying
congregation! At every worship service, the
Prayers of the Church are lifted up. We
thank God for our blessings and share our
needs. Our Sunday morning prayers include
the names of parishioners who will celebrate
birthdays that week, one of the
congregations of the Bethlehem/Easton
Mission District, our Partner Congregation
in Tanzania, our missionaries in Saxony, and
a variety of other needs and concerns.

You are invited to stop at the Prayer
Book before Sunday morning worship to
add your own joys and concerns. A new
prayer list is started on the first Sunday of
each month. At Sunday evening and
Wednesday morning worship services, the
Pastor will ask for names to be included in
the prayers at the start of the service.

Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund

Now that winter is here and we find
ourselves turning up the thermostat to heat
our homes, we need to keep in mind those
among us without enough money to pay for
the fuel bill to heat their home, pay rent for a
dry place to live, buy warm clothing for
their children, or place a warm meal on the
table for their family. From time to time,
Pastor Roberts is asked to assist individuals
and families experiencing difficulties of a
wide variety. Contributions may be made by
placing your donations in a pew envelope
and marking it “Pastor’'s Fund.” Won't you
reach out to help a neighbor in need?

Due to privacy laws, hospitals no
longer always call St. Peter’'s when one of
our members is admitted. If you or another
St. Peter's member is admitted to a hospital,
please call the Church Office so our Pastors
and Intern can stop by and check in!

Good Giving News

Since its launch in 1999, more than
300 million people have gone to
www.thehungersite.comand clicked to
help give 500 million cups of food for
hungry people.

Take a minute each day as you turn
off your computer to visit the site and to
click to give food at no cost. All expenses
are paid by the site sponsors.

We can make a positive difference
in the world with just a few clicks.
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Turning Point

Turning Point is the local agency
that helps victims to rebuild their lives after
experiencing domestic abuse. Their mission
is to eliminate domestic violence, to increase
community awareness of the problem, and
to empower the victims by providing shelter
and support services.

No one should be threatened or
harmed at home. If you need help, call the
Turning Point hotline at 610-437-3369. All
calls are confidential.

Women'’s Retreat: The
Heart of Peace

Diakon Family Life Services invites
you to attend this year's retreat February 27
— March 1, 2009, at the Mariawald Renewal
Center in Shillington where we will delve
into what peace really is, what the Bible
says about it, and how we can find serenity
within without waiting for the circumstances
around us to change. Lori Young, a certified
retreat leader and spiritual director, will use
the ground-breaking bookhe Anatomy of
Peaceto explore how to break the self-
defeating patterns that keep us in turmoil
and bring peace to our hearts. There will
also be ample time for relaxation, recreation,
worship and fellowship. The retreat fee of
$150 includes room and all meals.
Registration deadline is Februaf¥. &or
more information call 610-682-1337 or 888-
499-2699. Brochures are available in the
Church Office.

March CourierDeadline

The deadline for the March Courier
is Sunday, February 8. Please place your
articles in the editor's mailbox or email
them to her atourier_editor@yahoo.com

Save a Life

Blood is needed every day to save
the lives of people injured in accidents or
those having surgeries. Blood is also needed
by both adults and children who are under-
going cancer treatments.

To give a blood donation, call the
Miller-Keystone Blood Center at 610-691-
5850. Your donation will take only about an
hour, and that includes free juice and
cookies!

Call today and give the gift of life!

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshkymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride’s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21 Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is
$20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts
Coordinator, Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with
guestions or for more information.
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Feeding the Hungry

Hunger in the United States — the
ELCA website notes that:

35.5 million people (including
12.6 million children) experience hunger
or the risk of hunger. This is roughly 10.9
percent of the 301 million people in the
U.S. (July 2007 estimate)

4% of U.S. households (11.1
million people, including 0.43 million
children) experience hunger. Some
families skip meals, eat too little, or go a
whole day without food. 1 out of every 8
households in the United States has
reduced the quality of its diet to utilize
money elsewhere (rent, clothing, day
care).

6.9 % of U.S. households (24.4
million people, including 12.2 million
children) are at risk of hunger.

In 2007, an average of 26.5
million people participated in the Food
Stamp Program each month (8.8 percent
of the U.S. population).

In 2006, requests for
emergency food assistance increased 7
percent. Of those requesting emergency
food assistance, 48 percent were members
of families with children, and 37 percent
of adults requesting assistance were
employed.

America's Second Harvest, the
nation's largest network of food banks,
reported that an estimated 24 to 27 million
people turned to its agencies in 2006.

To help, write a check payable to
St. Peter’s, write “World Hunger” in the
memo line, and place it in the offering
plate or mail it to the Church Office. Then
pray each day that God will work through
us to care for those in need.

Your Prayer Life

As we enter the season of Lent,
many of us look at the possibility of
spending more time in prayer and reflection
on our daily lives. Getting started in
increasing our time of prayer can be
difficult. “I already pray every day,” or “I
have nothing else to say to God,” these are
the types of thoughts many of us have when
we consider spending additional time in
daily prayer. Sometimes we simply need to
look at something with fresh eyes or a fresh
perspective to see how we can make a small
change that may be all the difference we are
actually in need of making. To help in
making that small, but significant, change,
why not consider the following daily activity
as a part of your Lenten preparation for the
celebration of the risen Lord on Easter
Sunday?

Pray the BibleTake a few moments
to read something from the Bible and direct
attention toward God. Use a Bible passage
you are already familiar with to help you get
started praying. Focus on the contents of the
Scripture passage and allow it to steer your
time spent in prayer. Slowly read a single
verse or short passage two or three times.
Pause for some silence in between each
reading to allow God's word to sink deeply
into your heart and mind. Record some of
your favorite Bible verses in a notebook and
pray with one or more of them when the
need arises. All of Scripture does not speak
equally to us. Pick out those verses that
mean the most to you. Put yourself in the
Biblical story and ask God what God might
be saying to you about yourself, your life,
your priorities, your relationships, your time,
your money management -- you.
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To Worship is to
Sing

The worshiper who sings. . . drinks
more deeply of the message of the hymns.
The gospel as found in our hymns is the
same as that in the Scriptures.

The worshiper who sings. . .
becomes more deeply involved in the
service; less of a spectator and more of a
participant.

The worshiper who sings. . . draws
more closely to those who worship with
him.

The worshiper who sings. . .
expresses faith by lifting his or her voice in
praise to God.

The worshiper who sings. . .
upholds the service, making it finer and
richer for fellow worshipers, the pastor, the
church and God.

At all times and within reach of every hand!
Spread love everywhere you go
First of all in your own house
Give love to your children
To your husband or wife
To a next door neighbor
Let no one ever come to you
Without leaving happier
Be the living expression of God'’s
Kindness, kindness in your face
Kindness in your eyes
Kindness in your smile
Kindness in your warm greeting!

—NMother Teresa

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM

Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outtka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Sunday:

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday
mornings for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns - Couridditor
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