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       St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA      
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR 

 
 Dear Partners in Ministry, 
January 6th is designated as The Epiphany 
of Our Lord.  We remember the Magi or 
Wise Men, who traveled from the East to 
lay before the Newborn King their gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh.  The 
Bible doesn’t tell us how many Magi there 
were, but because there were three gifts, 
the tradition is that there were three Magi.  
They may have been from a priestly class 
of astrologers, who looked to the stars to 
find wisdom.  And their homeland is 
normally considered to have been Persia, 
which is where modern Iran is located. 
 
The arrival of the Magi represented a clash 
of economics, culture, and religion.  They 
knelt before a child who would experience 
the life of a peasant.  They were Gentiles, 
who did not follow the laws that outlined 
Jewish daily life.  And they did not worship 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  In 
the story of the Magi, we experience God’s 
plan for the world: that all will be drawn 
together through God’s amazing grace, 
made real in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Grace is 
God’s  love  –  which  we do not deserve – 
but which is showered upon us because 
God is love.   
 
During his ministry, Jesus made it clear 
that this is an all-inclusive love. He 
gathered  around  him  people  who  had  
been rejected by those who thought that  
worshipping God gave them permission to 
judge others.  Jesus welcomed women      
 

and     children,     who    were considered 
to be more property than people. He 
welcomed those who had been assigned 
the title “sinner,” including prostitutes and 
tax collectors, who were shunned by 
“good” people.  He welcomed the sick, who 
were often blamed by others for causing 
their own misfortune.  And he crossed the 
boundary lines drawn between Jews and 
Samaritans and Gentiles. 
 
Following Jesus means following his 
example of welcome.  At our Annual 
Congregational Meeting, we will have the 
opportunity to reaffirm our commitment as 
a congregation to make that welcome alive 
and real in an often un-welcoming world.  
The Statement of Welcome reads: “All are 
called to God’s Feast. As a Reconciling in 
Christ congregation, we who have 
experienced God’s all-inclusive love invite 
you to come as you are.  We welcome 
people of any age, race, ethnic 
background, gender, sexual orientation, 
education, physical or mental ability, or 
marital, parental, or social status to join us 
as full participants in the life of St. Peter’s.” 
 
This is our witness to the Epiphany story – 
that all are called together to celebrate the 
wonder of Emmanuel, God with Us. 
 
Epiphany Blessings! 
In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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January Worship Highlights 
 
 
Sunday, January 4 Second Sunday of Christmas 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in 
the Nave  
Installation of Congregation Council 

     6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 7 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and 

Healing in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, January 11 Baptism of Our Lord 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in 
the Nave 

 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 14 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the 

Chapel  
 
Sunday, January 18 Confession of Peter 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in 
the Nave 

 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 21 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the 

Chapel 
 
Sunday, January 25 Conversion of Paul 
 Youth Sunday 

9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

      
Wednesday, January 28 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the 

Chapel 
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Elizabeth’s 
Editorial 

 
During my short time at St. Peter’s, 

I have been privileged to witness and 
participate in many of the lives that make up 
this congregation. I have seen water poured 
over the heads of babies and young adults as 
they were baptized into the Christian family 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
I have talked with adults about the affects of 
the economy on their lives. I have seen 
young people engage in learning about the 
church, the world, themselves, and God’s 
actions in them. I have seen families 
struggle as they receive the news of a loved 
one’s death. I have seen couples and 
individuals work through the details of what 
it means to grow older. I have seen students 
filled with excitement over work well done 
in school. I have talked with parents who are 
excited to learn of their child’s new job, 
graduation, or engagement.   

Some days I am struck by the 
myriad of different stories that I hear each 
day. In one day I can hear pure joy from one 
person and the next hour walk into a hospital 
room and hear of devastating medical news 
that will change someone’s life forever. It 
never ceases to amaze me, the variety of 
experiences we as a church family are 
having at the very same moment.   

I was talking with another intern 
about this and we arrived at the idea that, 
just as in nature, our lives are made up of 
seasons. Just as the earth itself is filled with 
the joy of seasons, spring, summer, fall, 
winter, we go through phases, and we grow 
and move and change through the 
experiences. Through the events of our lives 
we experience the new life of spring and we 
experience harsh, lifeless winters. 

The church also has seasons. We 
move from Advent, a season of expectation 
and waiting, into the season of Christmas, a 
time of joy and celebration. Our individual 
lives and communal lives happen in seasons.   

These seasons of life make up who 
we are as individuals and as a community. 
When we come to church we are not asked 
to leave our lives at the door. In fact we are 
invited to come just as we are whatever 
season we are experiencing. We come 
knowing that the person next to us may be in 
a similar place or in a very different place 
than you or I. We come knowing that all that 
we have and all that we are is welcome here 
in this place.  

As life changes and as we move 
though the seasons of our lives, we know 
that God is with us. Jesus, Emmanuel (God 
with us), has claimed us and promised to be 
present in our lives. God sent God’s very 
own Son Jesus, to live amongst us, to dwell 
with us, to experience life on earth. God sent 
God’s very own Son so that we also may 
know that through the seasons of our lives, 
we have been given a promise of eternal life. 
And as we travel through this journey, we 
have been given the gift of community. We 
have been given the gift of the others who 
are also on the journey. Some are in a 
similar place as we, others have been there 
before. Together we learn, we support, and 
we grow, knowing that it is Christ who calls 
us together and Christ who promises to be 
with us through the seasons of our lives.   

 

Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519. 
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A motion was approved to: 
-- appoint Dot Nagy to a one-year-term as 
Financial Secretary. 
-- appoint Adam King and Bruce Billiard to 
one-year-terms as Assistants to the 
Treasurer. 
-- authorize the Treasurer and Finance 
Committee members working on the end of 
the year finances to use the remaining Trust 
Fund interest and/or growth income to pay 
our financial commitments should there be a 
deficit. 
-- present a slate of nominees for the 2009 
Nominating Committee at the January 25, 
2009, Congregational Meeting and authorize 
the Executive Council to appoint the final 
slot on the Nominating Committee. 
-- welcome new members Michelle, Jay, 
Tori, and Jordan Geiger. 
-- release Terrianne Strunk and her children 
Kyle, Madison, and Austin at her request. 
-- accept Maureen Potsko’s written 
resignation as Worship Sacristan. 
-- appoint Ron Frankenfield to serve as St. 
Peter’s Sacristan. 
 

Building use request: 
-- to allow the Warnke family to use the 
Social Room on January 17, from Noon to 5 
PM for a family gathering. 
 

Election of Officers:� 
President – Sharon Wiles-Young 
Vice-President – Sharon Ann Burns 
Secretary – Beverly Kunkle 
Treasurer – Joe Bleier 
 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Morning Bible Study - Tuesdays, 
January 6 and 20, from 9 to 10:30 AM in the 
Trauger Room.  

 
 
 

The Women of the ELCA Morning 
Bible study group will gather on Epiphany, 
Tuesday, January 6, at 9 AM to continue to 
read and study the story of Daniel. As the 
Magi brought gifts to Jesus, consider 
bringing an item(s) for the South Bethlehem 
Neighborhood Center Food Bank when you 
come on the 6th. 

All women are invited to be part of 
this group that learns and grows in faith 
together. The group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays each month. Women of all ages 
are welcome to come when they can. 
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 The good news is that there are only 
a few payments left until St. Peter’s 
mortgage is paid off! The challenging news 
is that we all need to work together to meet 
the monthly payment of $4,750 in order to 
make the payoff date a reality. 
 May 2009 be the year when 
members of St. Peter’s renew their 
commitment to make the congregation debt 
free and able to focus on new ministries! 
 

2009 Offering 
Envelopes 

 Boxes are available for pick-up in 
the lower narthex. Please consider a gift of 
$5 in the “Initial Offering” envelope to 
cover the cost of the offering envelopes. 
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St. Peter’s Annual Meeting will take 
place on Sunday, January 25, immediately 
following the 9:30 AM worship service. We 
will gather in the Social Room to plan for St. 
Peter’s future and to see the annual “Year in 
Review” PowerPoint presentation. Please 
bring a finger food to share and your copy of 
the Annual Report. Be part of the St. Peter’s 
family meeting! 
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Reminders as We 
Start 2009 

 
 It’s a new year and with it come 
several reminders for the adult members of 
St. Peter. Have you: 
 �  picked up your 2009 offering envelope 
box? 
 �  turned in your 2009 commitment card? 
 �  completed a record card when you 
received Holy Communion? 
 

 St. Peter’s by-laws define an active 
member as one who has made both a 
contribution of record and received Holy 
Communion at St. Peter’s, including filling 
out a Communion card, at least once during 
the year. Let us each do our part to keep St. 
Peter’s records up-to-date and our financial 
commitments current. With God’s help we 
can accomplish great things as we work 
together. 
 

������
������������������
����
 

 If it is necessary to cancel worship 
or another St. Peter’s event due to bad 
weather, the cancellation notice will be 
listed on St. Peter’s voicemail. Call the 
Church Office and let the phone ring about 
ten times until the voicemail picks up. If you 
receive the normal message, there are no 
cancellations. 
 

Heating Costs 
  

Please prayerfully consider 
generous gifts in each of the “energy needs” 
envelopes in the offering envelopes, or use a 
pew envelope and mark it “energy needs.” It 
is important that each member consider a $5 
or $10 gift in the energy envelope so we can 
keep St. Peter’s a warm place to worship. 
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Everyone looks for something to do 
during the long, cold winter afternoons and 
evenings. Some turn on the TV, others play 
games, do puzzles, or read books. Here is 
another opportunity! 

On Sunday afternoon, January 18, 
from 12:15 to 3 PM, everyone is invited to 
St. Peter’s Social Room to learn a new craft. 
There will be a light soup lunch and then the 
“crafting” will begin at 12:45 PM. 

There will be three craft options. If 
you want to specialize in one craft or try all 
three, it is your choice. It will be an 
enjoyable time together in the cold of 
winter, and there will be plenty of hot 
chocolate for all. 

Please sign up for this craft 
workshop on the sheet on the Office bulletin 
board by January 4 so that there will be 
adequate supplies for everyone. 
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The annual Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod Learning Ministries 
Day will be held at Union Lutheran Church 
in Schnecksville on Saturday, January 24, 
from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. This is a day for 
Sunday Church School staff, Lay Catechists, 
Pastors, and Ed-Youth people to gather for a 
day to learn and to be fed and nourished for 
the work that they all do in guiding others in 
the journey of faith. 

“Opening the Book of Faith” is the 
theme of the day. Rolf Jacobson, who is one 
of the people working on the ELCA 
initiative the Book of Faith, will be the 
keynote speaker. Thirteen workshops will be 
offered, and participants may attend two 
workshops during the day. Elizabeth 
Elterich will be leading a workshop on Bible 
crafts. 

All those who register will travel 
together to Schnecksville for this 
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worthwhile day of learning. This is always a 
day well-spent in learning and growing in 
faith and understanding. Please consider 
participating. 

See Elizabeth Elterich by January 
11, so that we can register by the Synod 
deadline. You will need to choose the two 
workshops you are interested in attending. 
 

Youth Sunday 
On Sunday, January 25th, St. Peter’s 

will celebrate Youth Sunday. This annual 
celebration offers the youth of St. Peter’s an 
opportunity to plan and lead major parts of 
worship. It also offers the adult members of 
St. Peter’s an occasion to celebrate the 
contributions that our youth make to the 
congregation all year round. Sunday, 
January 25th, also celebrates the Conversion 
of Paul and the youth are busy making 
preparations with this in mind. They have 
been learning about the life of Paul, 
including his conversion and his work in the 
name of Christ. During the time of the 
sermon, the youth will share what they have 
learned. Please plan to attend this Sunday to 
support St. Peter’s youth and to see what 
God is doing in their lives.   
 

Your Turn to Care in 2009 
Once again the youth of St. Peter’s 

will be asking each of us to contribute to the 
Souper Bowl of Caring to be held on 
Sunday, January 25, Youth Sunday, and on 
Sunday, February 1. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring has 
been held for 21 years. This nationwide 
project was begun by a youth group from a 
Presbyterian Church in South Carolina. The 
money raised from Souper Bowl of Caring 
is donated to agencies designated by the 
local congregation. St. Peter’s divides this 
offering between South Bethlehem 
Neighborhood Center Food Bank and the 
ELCA World Hunger Offering. 

Please consider giving what you can 
on one Sunday or both Sundays. It is 

amazing what happens when each of us 
shares a little; it becomes a lot. In 2008, 
congregations collected $10,224,522! With 
your help we can collect more in 2009. 
 

With the Turn of the 
Calendar – it’s 

2009! 
September 7, 2008, seems like a 

long time ago. On that day, seven youth and 
three adults from St. Peter’s gathered 
together to fill out their registrations for the 
2009 ELCA Youth Gathering, to be held 
July 22-26 in New Orleans. Well, 2009 has 
arrived and the months will pass quickly. 
Soon the group will be off on a faith journey 
and servant event in New Orleans. Before 
the departure day arrives, however, the 
group needs continued prayer and financial 
support from their congregation. 

At the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 25, everyone will have the 
opportunity to “Buy Stock in Our Youth.” 
At the conclusion of the Annual Meeting the 
youth attending the gathering will begin 
offering Shares of Stock to those who wish 
to provide financial support for this trip. 
After January 25, Shares of Stock will be 
available each Sunday in the Coffee Corner. 

Buying Shares of Stock entitles the 
“owners” to a pre-Gathering meal with the 
youth and advisors to hear about their 
preparation and expectations.  When the 
group returns, the Stockholders will meet for 
brunch with the youth and advisors to hear 
stories and experiences from the five-day 
event. 

There will also be Youth Gathering 
Offering envelopes in the pew racks in the 
New Year. This is a great way to support 
both St. Peter’s youth and the future of the 
Church. 
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Youth News in the New 
Year  

Youth will continue to gather for 
“Whatever Wednesdays” in the New Year, 
beginning January 7, at 3 PM. The format, 
which includes homework, chatting, music, 
sharing joys and concerns, and prayer, will 
continue as well! All youth in grades 8-12 
and young adults are welcome to come and 
bring a friend. 

January is often the month for snow-
tubing or ice-skating events. Watch for SCS 
handouts, and check the Sunday bulletin for 
details about LYO activities in the New 
Year. 

South Bethlehem 
Neighborhood Center 

Speech 
In November, Cami VanGorden was 

asked by South Bethlehem Neighborhood 
Center to speak at their Lasagna Dinner, 
which was held at the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity. Cami shared some of her 
experiences as a member of the SBNC 
Homework Club and Summer Day Camp. 
During the past year, Cami has become a 
mentor and leader in both those programs.  
Her speech to those gathered for the dinner 
explained what she had learned and gained 
in her role as a student in Homework Club 
and how she now encourages younger 
students to do well in their studying and 
homework.   

The Homework Club runs Monday-
Thursday from 3:45 to 5:15 PM at four 
different sites on the south side of 
Bethlehem. Summer Day Camp runs for 
eight weeks through the summer, five days a 
week. Camp includes time for reading and 
math, crafts, swimming, and field trips. 

Cami spent time comparing and 
contrasting her role as a “camper and  
student” with her present role as a mentor to 
other young students. Cami thanked the 
SBNC community supporters for all they 

have done for her and shared her 
appreciation for the many learning and 
leading opportunities SBNC Homework 
Club and Summer Day Camp have provided 
for her over the years. 

Congratulations, Cami! 
 

Singing in 
“Annie” 

Tori Geiger, a member of St. Peter’s 
1st Year Confirmation Class, has been 
chosen to sing in the Northeast Middle 
School spring musical, “Annie.” Dates and 
times of the performances will be shared 
when they are available. Good work, Tori! 
 

A Reflection from ‘Miss’ Liz’s 
Office 

 
Many of you are intrigued by my 

office and all that is there. The truth is, I do 
know what is there. Many times if someone 
needs something a little unusual, they come 
to me to see if “it” exists in my office or the 
Christian Education Storage space. Very 
often “it” does exist. 

Right before Christmas, my office 
was at almost capacity! Let me share some 
of what is still there, or there and gone.   

Wednesday evening youth of all 
ages helped pack up homemade cookies, 
some candy, and candy canes into plastic 
buckets and the buckets into cardboard 
boxes. When we were finished packing, we 
sent five boxes to St. Peter’s youth in 
college, three to members serving in the US 
Military, and ten to former Interns. They 
filled the trunk of my car -- an extension of 
my office some days! 

There was a large shiny blue bag 
filled with 40+ hand-knit scarves, which 
came from the 2008 Synod Assembly. One 
of the scarves was included in each of the 
holiday gifts for our Headstart children. 
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There were two large boxes of used 
but very clean-as-new trucks and cars that a 
family gave me to pass on to the South 
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center’s 
Christmas Store, which was held at 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity on 
Wednesday, December 10. Another family 
dropped off a large bag of winter coats, hats, 
and gloves for SBNC. 

There was the small basket of 
ornaments made by youth of all ages on 
Wednesday, December 3, as they came for 
“Whatever Wednesday” and for choir 
rehearsal. These ornaments were included in 
the cards our children and youth send to St. 
Peter’s homebound members for Christmas. 

There was a cart full of 20 Study 
Snack bags to distribute to the Lehigh 
students to enjoy while they studied for their 
exams and traveled home for winter break. 

There were some crates of supplies 
for the Christmas Pageant held during the 4 
PM Christmas Eve Worship Service.   

Two large trash bags containing 100 
white knitted bandages and seven quilts are 
still in my office, waiting until I get a phone 
call from another Associate in Ministry who 
is organizing the trip to the Church World 
Service Distribution Center. 

There are always books. Some 
provide help during the challenging times of 
life, and others are helpful for prayer and 
meditation. There are children’s books and 
plenty of arts and crafts supplies so that SCS 
teachers have what they need to support the 
learning adventure.  

Oh, yes, and there is one leftover 
sleeping bag from the last Senior High lock-
in waiting for someone to miss it! 

So, stop by my office and check on 
things. The contents often reflect all that is 
given to and done for others: “God’s Work, 
Our Hands.” 
 

Mardi Gras 
 “Celebrating God’s Creation” is the 
theme for Mardi Gras 2009. The theme was 

chosen to reflect the work our youth will be 
part of at the New Orleans Youth Gathering. 
 Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
February 22, to invite family, friends, and 
neighbors to St. Peter’s. We’ll enjoy lunch 
together in the Social Room and gather in 
the Nave at 1:30 PM for the Mardi Gras 
show. 
 Watch Sunday bulletins and the 
February edition of The Courier for more 
details. 
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Pastor Roberts received the 
following letter dated November 10, 2008, 
from the Pastor of Madihani Lutheran 
Church:   

I was very happy to read from your 
letter dated 2 October, 2008. Thank you 
very much for that.   

In Madihani we have a lot to do in 
our fields. We are gathering wheat. It is a 
hard work because we are using no 
machines, only hand knives to cut, and we 
carry the crops on our heads to our homes.  
It is possible we will lose our crops because 
the heavy rain has started, which is not 
normal. Usually in the beginning of 
November we do not get heavy rain. That is 
different from past years. I think it may be 
among the global warming results. 

Thank you for the container you sent 
to Bulongwa Hospital. I have seen it. I do 
hope that it will help us a lot. 

Please remember us to our brothers 
and sisters in your parish. 

We wish you enjoyable visit to our 
parish – Madihani. Welcome (KARIBU). 
 
Yours in Christ, 
(Pastor) Sephat Nduvambo 
 

 
St. Peter’s Mission Statement 

 
Our mission is to be a Christ-centered 

worshipping family of faith witnessing to 
God’s inclusive love for individuals, for 

our community, and for the world. 
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 Please remember, with notes and 
cards, the following homebound member 
who is celebrating her birthday this month: 
 

Miriam M. Hofstetter – January 4 
 

Doris Simons – January 18 
�
 

 
 
 

Parishioner of the Week 
 
 In each Sunday bulletin you will 
find the name of one of St. Peter’s 
homebound members, listed as the 
“Parishioner of the Week.” He or she will be 
lifted up in the Prayers of the Church during 
worship. Please remember our Parishioners 
of the Week in your own prayers and send 
cards or notes to let them know that you 
remember them as a part of the St. Peter’s 
family. 
 

 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 As the weather outside grows 
colder, there are those among us without 
enough money to pay for the fuel bill to heat 
their home, pay rent for a dry place to live, 
buy warm clothing for their children, or 
place a warm meal on the table for their 
family. From time to time, Pastor Roberts is 
asked to assist individuals and families 
experiencing difficulties of a wide variety. 
Contributions may be made by placing your 
donations in a pew envelope and marking it 
“Pastor’s Fund.” Won’t you reach out to 
help a neighbor in need? 
 

Hospital Admissions 
 Due to privacy laws, hospitals no 
longer always call St. Peter’s when one of 
our members is admitted. If you or another 
St. Peter’s member is admitted to a hospital, 
please call the Church Office so our Pastors 
and Intern can stop by and check in! 
 

Lehigh Students Will Return 
 

Lehigh students spent much of 
December studying for exams, writing 
papers, and completing projects. Then they 
packed up to travel to wherever they call 
“home.” 

After time with family and friends 
to celebrate the holidays, they will return to 
Lehigh for classes on Monday, January 12. 
St. Peter’s will have a presence that 
afternoon at the Spring Semester EXPO, 
which will be held in Lamberton hall. The 
EXPO is an opportunity to meet new 
students and invite them to St. Peter’s 
Campus Ministry events. 

The “Welcome Back to Spring 
Semester Supper” will be held on Tuesday, 
January 20, at 6 PM. During this gathering, 
the group will check new class schedules to 
decide when to “Do Lunch” together and 
will plan other activities for students to get 
together. 

 

������������	�
 Every day, many of us overeat. 
Every day, millions go hungry. Jesus calls 
us to love all people and to work for justice. 
Here’s a single way to do so: Each time you 
grocery shop, set aside $1.50 – the cost of a 
loaf of bread. Place your donation in an 
envelope, and mark it “World Hunger 
Appeal.” Place the envelope in the offering 
plate, or mail it to the Church Office. As all 
the people of St. Peter’s work together, we 
can help overcome hunger in the United 
States and the world. 
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Sponsorships for 2009 
 The following sponsorships are 
available during 2009: 
 

January 11 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

February 1 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

March 1 
Bulletin - $18.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

March 15 
Altar Flowers - $45 

 

March 29 
Altar Flowers - $45 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

May 10 
Altar Flowers - $45 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

May 17 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

June 7 
First Sunday Newspaper Ad - $25.00 

 

June 14  
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

June 28  
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

July 5 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

July 12 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

August 2 
Children’s Bulletins - $12.00 

First Sunday Newspaper Ad - $25.00 
 

August 16 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

August 30 
Bulletin - $18.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

September 6 
Bulletin - $18.00 

First Sunday Newspaper Ad - $25.00 
 

September 13 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

October 18 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

November 1 
Children’s Bulletin - $12.00 

First Sunday Newspaper Ad - $25.00 
 

November 15 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

November 29 
Altar Flowers - $5.00 

Bulletin - $18.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

December 6 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

December 13 
Altar Flowers - $45.00 

Bulletin - $18.00 
 

Also available any time are one 
share ($100) and one/half share ($50.00) of 
Interest for a Day in the Keys to the 21st 
Century Mortgage Reduction Fund. If you 
are interested in any of these sponsorships 
please call the Church Office and talk to 
Parish Secretary, Linda Zrinski. 
 

Handmade Items Needed 
  

Now is a good time to start making 
needlework and sewing items for the May 
2009 Bach Ministry of Hospitality. During 
these cold months, please share your talents 
to produce one or several of your 
“creations.” Aprons, baby sweater sets 
(white is most popular), afghans, doilies, 
placemats, bibs, slippers, mittens, hats, 
handbags, and other garments are popular 
with the Bach Festival patrons. Please help 
St. Peter’s ministry of hospitality. 
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With Many Thanks! 
 

 From Javier Toro, Executive 
Director of South Bethlehem Neighborhood 
Center, for “your continued support of the 
South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center’s 
food pantry. With your contributions, and 
those of other caring friends, our pantry is 
finally looking better. At this time of year 
we anticipate many more people coming to 
the Center and, therefore, we appreciate 
your help. We also thank you for your 
monetary donation.” 
 From Marissa Harris, Advocacy 
Developer for Lutheran Advocacy Ministry 
in PA (LAMPa): “Thank you so much for 
all of the warm hospitality you showed me 
on November 2nd. It was a pleasure to be 
with you! What a wonderful group we had. 
Such thoughtful and important questions! I 
look forward to sharing the stories of such 
excellent advocates in my travels across the 
state.” 
 From Cindy Kemp to Pastor Roberts 
for presiding at her bother Roger's 
funeral. "Your words spoke volumes of 
comfort at that very difficult time."� 
 From Helen Daniels to Pastor 
Roberts for her hospital visit, and to St. 
Peter’s members for the beautiful altar 
flowers, calls, cards, and all the prayers.  
 

Thank You from Organist Marisa 
Deshler 

        I would like to sincerely thank the staff 
and congregation of St. Peter’s for all of 
their help and support in my recent organ 
recital. I’m very grateful to all of the many 
helpful hands who helped to move the organ 
and took care of all of the fine details for 
this special day. I would especially like to 
thank everyone who organized, hosted, and 
donated food for the reception. The 
reception was lovely. Finally, I want to 
thank all of you who were able to attend my 
recital. I feel truly blessed by your 
generosity and support. Thank you for  
 

making the day a very memorable one for 
me. I really appreciate everyone’s help. 
 

��������	
����
����
 

There are many women who spend 
time caring for people around the world 
whom they will never know or meet.   

Some women are busy in their own 
homes knitting long white bandages that are 
sent to hospitals in Africa where they are 
used to protect sores and injuries of people 
with HIV/AIDS. The cotton knit bandages 
give a layer of protection to the injuries and 
allow the air to help heal the wounds. 

The week of December 7, 2008, 
bandages were taken to the Church World 
Service Distribution Center in Maryland.  
From there they will be shipped to hospitals 
in Africa. 

Other women come to St. Peter’s 
Social Room on designated Monday 
mornings and take used light-weight 
blankets and pretty fabric and make quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief. These quilts will 
be distributed around the world to those in 
need who need a quilt for warmth, privacy, 
carrying a baby, or whatever ingenious ways 
the people decide to use them. 

The women have seven quilts ready 
to go along with the bandages to the CWS 
Distribution center, where they will be 
shipped off to needy people around the 
world. 

Full-sized or larger sheets, large 
pieces of fabric, and light-weight full or 
larger blankets are always needed by this 
group. Please bring what you can share to 
‘Miss’ Liz’s office. The women will turn 
what you bring into quilts. 

Thanks to the women at home 
knitting bandages and to the women who 
come to St. Peter’s to make the quilts – 
doing God’s Work with Their Hands.��������

If you are interested in working on 
either project, see ‘Miss’ Liz or give her a 
call.  The more hands, the more bandages 
and quilts! 
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NEW MEMBERS:� 
 

Michelle, Jay, Tori, and Jordan Geiger – 
November 23, 2008 

 
 
 

FUNERAL: 
 

Dorothy K. Smith – December 8, 2008 
 
 

BAPTISM: 
 

Savannah Jade – December 14, 2008 
 

Handmade Items Needed 
 Now is a good time to start making 
needlework and sewing items for the May 
2009 Bach Ministry of Hospitality. During 
these cold months, please share your talents 
to produce one or several of your 
“creations.” Aprons, baby sweater sets 
(white is most popular), afghans, doilies, 
placemats, bibs, slippers, mittens, hats, 
handbags, and other garments are popular 
with the Bach Festival patrons. Please help 
St. Peter’s ministry of hospitality. 
 

February Courier Deadline 
The deadline for the February 

Courier is Sunday, January 11. Please place 
your articles in the editor’s mailbox or email 
them to her at courier_editor@yahoo.com. 

 

�������������	�����		���

�����
In the midst of the ice and cold of 

winter, it can be fun to dream about and 
prepare for the lazy hazy days of 
summer. Bear Creek Camp invites children 
and youth to do just that. The summer camp 
schedule and registration materials have 
arrived. This would be a great time to speak 
with Lois Ritchie, St. Peter's Bear Creek 
Ambassador, to get more information and to 
prepare for a 2009 Bear Creek adventure! 

Are You as Involved 
at St. Peter’s as 

You’d Like? 
Part V   

 As we continue to check out the 
available ministries offered to members of 
St. Peter’s, we now move to Committees. If 
you are the kind of person who can offer 
ideas and then help to implement them, this 
is an area for you to consider. 
 The Education/Youth Committee 
oversees the educational life of the 
congregation. The committee reviews and 
evaluates learning materials and programs, 
and then provides learning opportunities for 
all ages in a variety of settings. Members 
who serve on the Finance Committee bring 
their knowledge of accounting and business 
to determine the annual budget and make 
recommendations on financial matters, 
including investment. St. Peter’s buildings 
and grounds are maintained by members of 
the Property Committee. These are the 
people who comprise the heart of work 
parties and offer their expertise in making 
recommendations on maintenance, repairs, 
and building improvements. The 
Stewardship Committee members help 
develop the Christian sense of year-round 
giving of time, talent, and money. Those 
who serve on the Hospitality & Care 
Committee help create a welcoming climate 
within the congregation for current and 
prospective members, care for one another, 
and arrange for flowers to be delivered to 
those in the hospital. Members of the 
Worship and Music Committee plan the 
worship services for the church year. They 
maintain the hymnals and other devotional 
materials, and work with the Organist, 
Director of Music and other worship leaders 
to make worship meaningful for all. 

If you feel you are being called to 
become involved in any of the Committee 
opportunities, please contact the Church 
Office for more information. 
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St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
25 Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals 

  each $22.00 
Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas        $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                               each $150.00  
ADF         $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                  each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables   each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 

NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 
2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 

more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be 
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial 
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is 
$20.00-$30.00. 

4.  Please call Designated Gifts 
Coordinator, Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with 
questions or for more information. 
 

 
 

Why We Give to the 
Church 

 
 We give to the work of Christ’s 
church a portion of the gifts that God has 
already given us. We give: 
�  in response to God’s grace in sending 

His Son; 
�  in response to the love of Jesus Christ’s 

dying for us; 
�  in response to the gifts of life which we 

have so abundantly received; 
�  in response to the opportunities God 

gives us to discover the meaning and 
purpose of life; 

�  in response to his presence in our lives 
when we need Him the most. 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 

474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 
610-867-0519 

CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8 AM to 3 PM 

Friday: 9 AM to NOON 
FAX: 610-867-1249 

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 
www.stpetersbethlehem.org 

 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for  
                             Education/Youth/Outreach 

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish      
                              Administration 

 

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:     8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
  9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
  6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel 
 

 Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday 
mornings for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 
 
 
 
 

�����������������������
The “crew” from St. Peter’s cooks 

and serves lunch at New Bethany on the 
third Friday of every month. The Meal 
Center served 34,237 meals last year. If you 
would like to help, contact Barbara Taylor in 
the Church Office. 


