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         St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
Ten years ago many people stepped 
cautiously into the New Year, believing 
that the “End” was in sight.  Now 
Hollywood is extending the timetable 
with the newly released movie “2012.”   
 
Unfortunately, there are Christians who 
sometimes forget the words of Jesus in 
Mark 13:32 – “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, not the Son, but only the 
Father.”  It can be easy to get caught up 
in the fear which can result from such 
predictions.  Of course, Jesus also went 
on to say in verse 33 – “Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come.” 
 
In essence, we are to live each day as a 
new gift from God, filled with blessings 
and possibilities, and as the day which 
could be our last day on earth.  Our faith 
in Jesus Christ should have an impact 
on our words and actions and decisions. 
How we treat other people should be 
grounded in the great love which 
created us, sustains us, and offers the 
promise of eternal life. 
 
As we move into a new year on the 
secular calendar, many people take the 
time to assess their lives and  to commit 

 
 
themselves to a fresh start.  For 
Christians, this can be an opportunity to 
take a look at one’s journey of faith, to 
ask questions such as – “Where am I in 
my relationship with God?” and “How 
am I living out my faith through my 
congregation and in my daily life?”  
 
On Epiphany, January 6th, we will also 
enter a new season in the Church Year. 
During the Epiphany Season, our focus 
is on the light of Christ.  We remember 
the Magi or Wise Men, who committed 
their time to follow a star in search of the 
Savior of the world and who gave their 
best gifts to celebrate the life of this 
child.  We celebrate that Christ has 
come into our lives to bring light into the 
midst of the darkness caused by sin and 
fear.  And we are challenged to let our 
own lights shine through our words and 
actions and decisions, in how we live 
and how we give. 
 
May the light of Christ bring joy and 
peace into each new day. 
In Christ, 
 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
 
Senior Pastor



January Worship Highlights 
 
 
Sunday, January 3 Second Sunday of Christmas 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave  
Installation of Congregation Council 

     6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 6 Epiphany 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the 
Chapel 

 
Sunday, January 10 Baptism of Our Lord 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 13 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel  
 
Sunday, January 17 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, January 20 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, January 24 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Reconciling in Christ Sunday 
8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave  
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

      
Wednesday, January 27 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, January 31 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

Youth Sunday 
9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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Stacy’s Spot 
 

I recently heard a story that both amused 
me and somewhat reminded me of my own 
childhood. A young girl had just celebrated 
Christmas with her family. She sang “Away in a 
Manger” and enjoyed placing Jesus in the 
Nativity Scene. She related to Jesus as a baby 
and loved hearing about his birth. Then this 
young girl returned to Sunday Church School. 
While looking at the lesson for the week, she 
saw a picture of a man and asked her teacher, 
“Who is that?” The teacher was somewhat 
confused and explained, “That is Jesus.” The girl 
explained, “He sure grew up quickly!” 

This is a difficult reality that the church 
faces each year. As we put away the Christmas 
tree and take down the twinkling lights, we also 
begin to hear about Jesus the man. Too quickly 
it seems that the stories of Mary’s pregnancy 
and the birth of the infant Jesus fade into the 
background. However, each of the details of 
Jesus’ life is important in our own lives and in 
how we share the Good News with others. 

The infant Jesus provides us a glimpse 
into the humble beginning of our Savior’s life. 
We are reminded that even as we ourselves or 
those around us struggle to find shelter, to have 
enough food, or to purchase medicines, Jesus 
understands completely what we are going 
through. Jesus was born in a manger because 
there wasn’t room anywhere else and because 
his family wasn’t welcomed into another 
family’s home or a place of rest from their 
travels. 

As Jesus grew, he was baptized and 
spent time away from his earthly family learning 
about God the Father. We remember this stage 
of Jesus’ life while we rejoice as persons of all 
ages are baptized here at St. Peter’s, at Madihani 
Lutheran Church, and in congregations 
throughout the world. We celebrate as others are 
welcomed into the family as fellow members of 
the Body of Christ and are promised the gift of 
eternal life. Likewise, we delight in the time that 
the youth spend learning about their faith and 
the work of God in their lives as they attend 

Confirmation classes and Sunday Church 
School.   

And later, the stories of Jesus as an adult 
remind us that we are loved for who we are. 
Jesus shared his love with the hurting, the poor, 
and the outcasts in society. We hear that like the 
infant Jesus, the adult Jesus was not always 
welcomed into homes and was challenged by the 
leaders of society. However, this didn’t make 
him back down or step away from his beliefs. 
Instead, we learn that Jesus challenged leaders 
and turned society upside down as he cared for 
individuals and brought people together in 
community. Later, we remember that Jesus 
loved all of us to the point of death on a cross.  

Even as the season changes from 
Christmas to Epiphany and the weeks after 
Epiphany, we are welcome to relate to all of the 
aspects of Jesus’ life. We remember the humble 
beginning of the infant Jesus, the excitement of 
God being pleased with Jesus’ baptism, and the 
care that Jesus provides for all people. By 
becoming human, Jesus understands the pain 
and the joy that we experience in all of our 
stages of life and challenges us to be there for 
others as we journey together through the years 
of our lives.  
 

In peace, 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner 
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A motion was approved to: 
 

-- Upon recommendation of the Property and 
Finance Committees, accept the Otis Elevator 
proposal to install a solid-state starter on St. 
Peter’s elevator in order to lower electricity 
costs and to save wear-and-tear on the elevator 
itself. The $2,665 will be paid from Trust Fund 
monies.  
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519. 
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-- Use Dominion Energy Solutions as our 
electricity supplier for 2010. The savings are 
guaranteed to be 5% less than the amount 
charged by PPL.   
-- Reappoint Dot Nagy as Financial Secretary 
for a one-year term. 
-- Reappoint Adam King as Assistant to the 
Treasurer for a one-year term. 
-- Reappoint Bruce Billiard as Assistant to the 
Treasurer for a one-year term. 
-- Recommend the slate of nominees for the 
2010 Nominating Committee to the Annual 
Congregational meeting: Ed Wirth, chairperson; 
Gina DeAngelis; Ron Frankenfield; Michelle 
Geiger; Na Sarver; Tony Strobel; and AIM 
Elizabeth Elterich, Staff Liaison  
 

Election of Officers: 
 

President – Sharon Ann Burns 
Vice-President – Lee Rayden 
Secretary – Gloria Jedinak 
Treasurer – Joe Bleier 
 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Morning Bible Study – The group meets 
Tuesdays, January 5th and 19th, from 9 to 10:30 
AM in the Trauger Room. Women of all ages 
are welcome to come when they are able. 

Update on the December Ingathering: 
569 diapers were collected for distribution by St. 
Peter’s members. 

 

2010 Offering 
Envelopes 

 
 Boxes are available for pick-up in the 
lower narthex. Please consider a gift of $5 in the 
“Initial Offering” envelope to cover the cost of 
the offering envelopes. 
 

Investing in the Future 
  

St. Peter’s 2010 offering envelope boxes 
contain envelopes called “Investing in the 

Future.”  Monies placed into these envelopes 
will be placed into St. Peter’s Trust Fund. Using 
these envelopes provides another way to help 
grow the fund.    

Those who came before us made sure 
that we had this endowment to keep St. Peter’s 
going. We can now give gifts to assure that fund 
monies are available when needed by those who 
come after us.  
 

Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday 

 

 St. Peter’s members voted to become a 
Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation at the 
January 25, 2009, Congregational meeting. At 
that time, members voted to make a public 
statement of welcome to all of God’s children to 
join us in worship. St. Peter’s RIC Statement of 
Welcome is: All are called to God’s feast. As a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation, we who 
have experienced God’s all-inclusive love invite 
you to come as you are. We welcome people of 
any age, race, ethnic background, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, education, physical 
or mental ability, or marital, parental, or social 
status to join us as full participants in the life of 
St. Peter’s. 

Now, one year later, Sunday, January 
24th will be celebrated as Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday. Please join in celebrating that we are a 
loving, welcoming, family of faith. 
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On Sunday, January 31st, St. Peter’s will 

celebrate Youth Sunday. Morning worship on 
Sunday, January 31, will be at 9:30 AM and will 
be led by St. Peter’s youth. Everyone is invited 
to join in worship, when the focus will be on 
love. Youth will be sharing their musical talents 
and will be performing a liturgical dance. 
 

 

�
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St. Peter’s Annual Meeting will take 
place on Sunday, January 31st, immediately 
following the 9:30 AM worship service. We will 
gather in the Social Room to plan for St. Peter’s 
future and to see the annual “Year in Review” 
PowerPoint presentation. Please bring a finger 
food to share and your copy of the Annual 
Report. Be part of the St. Peter’s family 
meeting! 
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 It’s a new year and with it come several 
reminders for the adult members of St. Peter. 
Have you: 
 �  picked up your 2010 offering envelope box? 
 �  turned in your 2010 commitment card? 
 �  completed a record card when you received 
Holy Communion? 
 

 St. Peter’s by-laws define an active 
member as one who has made both a 
contribution of record and received Holy 
Communion at St. Peter’s, including filling out a 
Communion card, at least once during the year. 
Let us each do our part to keep St. Peter’s 
records up-to-date and our financial 
commitments current. With God’s help we can 
accomplish great things as we work together. 
 

Energy Stewards 

We are called to be stewards of all that 
God has made. As the people of God at St. 
Peter’s, we are working together to be good 
stewards of our energy and our financial 
resources. 

When you come for worship, you will 
notice that the heating system in the Nave is 
controlled by a programmable thermostat. 
During the week, the thermostat will be set at 62 
degrees, and on Sunday mornings, at 68 degrees. 
Let’s all think Sweater Weather!  

You will also notice a concerted effort 
to turn off all lights that aren’t needed. Every 
member can help: when you are the last person 
to leave the room, please turn off the lights. 

St. Peter’s Energy Management Task 
Force and the Congregation Council have been 
working since summer to gather data on 
choosing a new electricity provider. PPL will 
continue to deliver our electricity and we will 
save money by using a new energy provider. 

We are the family of God worshipping 
and working together at St. Peter’s. Let’s all take 
responsibility for our family and be the best 
stewards of God’s gifts that we can be.  
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The Sunday Church School has been 

accepting donations so we can send money to 
our Partner Congregation, Madihani Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania. Families there can buy yarn 
and have the required school uniform sweaters 
made for their children. A child cannot attend 
school without the required uniform.  

To help with the project, you may put 
money into the Madihani offering containers or 
place cash or a check made out to St. Peter’s in 
an envelope and write “Madihani sweaters” in 
the memo line. Envelopes may be turned in at 
church or mailed to the Church Office. 

Special thanks to Gail and Gary Rolls 
and their children, Nathan, Timothy, and 
Abigail, for designing the posters and containers 
to help make the project happen!  
 

Heating Costs 
  

Please prayerfully consider generous 
gifts in each of the “energy needs” envelopes in 
the offering envelopes, or use a pew envelope 
and mark it “energy needs.” It is important that 
each member consider a $5 or $10 gift in the 
energy envelope so we can keep St. Peter’s a 
warm place to worship. 
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 If it is necessary to cancel worship or 
another St. Peter’s event due to bad weather, the 
cancellation notice will be listed on St. Peter’s 
voicemail. Call the Church Office and let the 
phone ring about ten times until the voicemail 
picks up. If you receive the normal message, 
there are no cancellations. 
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Whatever Wednesdays will resume 
January 6th at 3 PM. This is open to all youth in 
eighth grade and above. Homework time, 
devotions, crafts, games, and a light supper will 
be provided. Time will also be spent on hunger 
awareness. 

 

To Love As We Are Loved 
            Youth in grades eight and above are 
invited to help prepare and serve dinner at 
Victory House on January 14th. We will begin 
preparing the meal during “Whatever 
Wednesday” on January 13th and will leave from 
St. Peter’s parking lot at 5 PM on January 14th to 
serve a meal to approximately 25 homeless men. 
Please see Intern Stacy to sign up for this 
opportunity to share God’s love with those in 
need. 

Learning Ministries Day  
 

The annual Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod Learning Ministries Day will be held at 
Atonement Lutheran Church in Wyomissing on 
January 23rd, from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 
“Psalms: The Poetry of Faith” is the topic.  
Professor Rolf A. Jacobson of Luther Seminary 
is the Keynoter. Cost is $20 per person and is 
due by January 13th. See the bulletin board 
outside the Church Office for registration forms.  
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‘Miss’ Liz was supposed to be co-

leading a workshop entitled Make a Joyful Noise 
at the January 23rd Synod Learning Ministries 
Day. Her co-leader is still leading the workshop, 
in which participants will make a variety of 
Biblical instruments. Items needed for making 
the instruments are: sturdy cardboard tubes, 
plastic coffee containers, and metal bottle caps.  
‘Miss’ Liz asks you to help her co-leader by 
bringing those items by Wednesday, January 
13th, and placing them in the container outside 
her office. Thank you! 

 

Souper Bowl 
 
 As the professional football season 
comes to an end, many people around the world 
focus on the Super Bowl --- cheering on their 
favorite team and hosting or attending parties. 
There’s always plenty to eat and drink during 
the game! 
 This year the youth of the Church again 
challenge each worshipper on January 31st and 
February 7th to give $1 or more to the “Souper” 
Bowl --- a nationwide effort to raise money for 
those who suffer from hunger every day – while 
most of us have plenty to eat. 
 Each year in faith communities across 
the country, youth groups gather donations 
which add up to millions of dollars every year. 
The youth from St. Peter’s divide our gifts 
between the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and 
our local Food Bank. 
 Prayerfully consider a donation to the 
“Souper” Bowl so our hungry neighbors may 
have enough food for one more day. 
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Bus Bunch  
 
 A few seats remain for the Thursday, 
April 8, bus trip to see “Joseph” at Sight & 
Sound. For more information, please contact 
Betty Thompson. 
 

Hospital Admissions 
 

Due to privacy laws, hospitals no longer 
always call St. Peter’s when one of our members 
is admitted. If you or another St. Peter’s member 
is admitted to a hospital, please call the Church 
Office so our Pastors and Intern can stop by and 
check in! 

 
Handmade Items Needed 

  
Now is a good time to start making 

needlework and sewing items for the May 2010 
Bach Ministry of Hospitality. During these cold 
months, please share your talents to produce one 
or several of your “creations.” Aprons, baby 
sweater sets (white is most popular), afghans, 
doilies, placemats, bibs, slippers, mittens, hats, 
handbags, and other garments are popular with 
the Bach Festival patrons. Please help St. Peter’s 
ministry of hospitality. 
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You can have your offering 
automatically transferred from your checking 
account to St. Peter’s each month. Fill out a one-
page form, and you’re ready to go. See Barbara 
Taylor for a form or if you need more 
information. Several St. Peter’s members 
already enjoy this system. 
 

February Courier Deadline 
 

The deadline for the February Courier is 
Sunday, January 17. Please place your articles in 
the editor’s mailbox or email them to her at 
courier_editor@yahoo.com. 

Parishioner of the Week 
 
 In each Sunday bulletin you will find the 
name of one of St. Peter’s homebound members, 
listed as the “Parishioner of the Week.” He or 
she will be lifted up in the Prayers of the Church 
during worship. Please remember our 
Parishioners of the Week in your own prayers 
and send cards or notes to let them know that 
you remember them as a part of the St. Peter’s 
family. 
 

Sponsorship Available  
 

If you are interested in this sponsorship, 
please call the Church Office at 610-867-0519 
and talk to Parish Secretary Linda Zrinski. 
 

January 3 
 

Bulletin - $18.00 
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 Please remember, with notes and cards, 
the following homebound members who are 
celebrating their birthdays this month: 
 

Miriam M. Hofstetter – January 4 
 

Roma Ziegler – January 10 
 

Doris Simons – January 18 
 

Anthony Strobel, Sr. – January 25 
 

 

�
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Graveside Service:  
 

Dale & Lois Miller - December 7, 2009 
{Service done by The Rev. George F. Spieker} 

 

With Many Thanks! � 
 
 From Carol Hernandez and Brittany 
Powers of the Lehigh University Homework 
Club to Elizabeth Elterich and St. Peter’s: 
“Thank you for the use of your church. It 
provides a safe space for the kids at homework 
club. It was a pleasure working with you this 
semester. We are looking forward to another 
great semester!”  

From Phyllis & Frank Csaszar “for the 
phone call and cards upon the death of my 
mother, Nettie Heimbrook.” 
 From Pastors Barbara Davis and Arvo 
Beck: “To let you know that we are glad to be a 
part of St. Peter’s congregation, and that we 
really appreciate all that you do for us as a 
church family. May the Lord bless you and keep 
you in His care.” 

From former Intern, Pastor Jennifer 
Thomas, for the Christmas cookies baked by the 
youth and sent to her and her family: "Thanks 
for the care package. Peder (now almost 7) 
asked, 'why is that church sooo nice to us?' I 
love it!" 

From the Miller-Keystone Blood Center 
for hosting the November 15th blood drive.  
Because the components of a donation of blood 
can be used to help several people, Donor 
Resources Manager Marsha Hess Springel 
thanks the members of St. Peter’s for saving 45 
lives! 

From Jeanette Gross “A big Thank You 
to Intern Stacy and all the carolers. Each day I 
see someone they tell me how much they 
enjoyed the music! Thanks again to all of you 
and Christmas Blessings to all.” AND from Lois 
Kemmerer, Building III, Moravian House to St. 
Peter’s Christmas Carolers “for your lovely 
Christmas Carol visit on Friday evening (12/4). 
The songs, bookmarks, and cards were a real 

treat. . . It was a nice beginning to the holiday 
season. God Bless You.” 

From the St. Peter’s Staff for all of the 
Christmas cards and gifts. “The greatest gift of 
all is that God has called us to serve together in 
mission and ministry as a family of faith.” 

From Elizabeth and Richard Elterich for 
the prayers and cards received during 
Elizabeth’s surgery and recovery and for 
respecting her need for quiet time to recuperate.    

From Lois Ritchie and her family for the 
love and kindness received from their St. Peter’s 
friends.  

From Lee Rayden for the cards, letters, 
and phone calls while he was in the hospital, and 
to Intern Stacy for the hospital visit. 

From the Staff at the Trinity Episcopal 
Soup Kitchen for the gift of the many, many 
pairs of men’s socks. They are greatly 
appreciated by the homeless men who are the 
beneficiaries. Thank you for your caring spirit 
and your generosity.  

From Clarence Knapp to “my St. Peter’s 
family for the cards, calls, prayers, and visits as I 
recovered from my fall.” 

From Pastor Clark Kuntz, Chaplain of 
Lutheran Manor, to Pastor Roberts, Intern Stacy 
Lauer-Scovanner, and Director of Music Jean 
Ocker: "Thank you for your leadership at our 
Lutheran Manor worship at the end of 
October. It was a great celebration as we 
remembered Luther and the Reformation and 
celebrated the Eucharist. The residents 
especially appreciated your warmth and 
friendliness." 
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Meals on Wheels is the organization that 

provides meals to those who are homebound. 
Volunteers drive assigned routes each weekday 
to deliver a hot lunch. Many St. Peter’s members 
make financial donations to the organization, 
and a number of members are volunteer drivers. 
Several members of the congregation are also 
recipients of meals. 
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In 2010, St. Peter’s will again sponsor a 
Meals on Wheels route, thanks to those who 
responded to the special offering on Sunday, 
October 18. The congregation received the 
following “Thank You” from Jim Waters, 
Director of Development for Meals on Wheels 
of Northampton County: 

We would like to express our most 
sincere gratitude to our very kind friends of St. 
Peter’s for your generous contribution in the 
amount of $500 in support of The Adopt A Route 
Program at Meals on Wheels and your 
additional gift of $25.50. Your sponsorship will 
continue for one year, through December, 2010. 

Senior nutrition programs are a lifeline 
for millions of Americans. In meeting their need 
of good nutrition, MOW last year assisted over 
1,400 older adults, helping them to remain 
living in their homes for as long as possible. The 
meal and the daily check by a dedicated 
volunteer is, at times, the only contact our 
clients have with their communities. 

We extend our best wishes to the 
members of your congregation and blessings for 
a very joyous and healthy holiday season. 

Please keep those who prepare and 
deliver the meals and those who are receiving 
meals in your prayers during this holy season. 
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It is that time of year to think about 
campfire fellowship, old and new friendships, 
and the challenges and joys of living life 
“unplugged.” If you are on Bear Creek Camp’s 
mailing list, information should be arriving soon 
with the 2010 schedule. If this is all new to you, 
please join us for an informative visit with a 
Bear Creek Camp representative on Sunday, 
February 7. You can also check out the camp 
website at www.bearcreekcamp.org. 
 The registration date of Sunday, 
February 28th, is our goal date to maximize your 
savings with all available discounts. Camper 
scholarships will be available for your first week 
of camp, and there is again a special price for the 
new camper who has never been to Bear Creek. 

One important note for all returning campers is 
that an updated medical form must be provided 
each year. So keep that in mind as you schedule 
checkups in the new year. Previously the form 
needed to be updated every two years. 
 For more information, contact St. 
Peter’s Bear Creek Ambassador, Lois Ritchie. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 

 As the weather outside grows colder, 
there are those among us without enough money 
to pay for the fuel bill to heat their home, pay 
rent for a dry place to live, buy warm clothing 
for their children, or place a warm meal on the 
table for their family. From time to time, Pastor 
Roberts is asked to assist individuals and 
families experiencing difficulties of a wide 
variety. Contributions may be made by placing 
your donations in a pew envelope and marking it 
“Pastor’s Fund.” Won’t you reach out to help a 
neighbor in need? 
 

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
 
Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas        $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                              each $150.00  
ADF        $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                            each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables    each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 
NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 

2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 
more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be purchased 
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the 
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00. 

4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, 
Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for 
more information.  
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The ELCA Churchwide Assembly mandated several small changes for each ELCA 
congregation’s constitution. They are printed below. The vote to adopt the amendments will take place at 
the January 31, 2010 Annual Meeting.   

 

Additions are underlined. Deletions are struck through. 
 

To amend *C15.02. because a member cannot be compelled to appear: 
 

*C15.02.  The process for discipline of a member of the congregation shall be governed as prescribed 
by the chapter on discipline in the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If discipline against a member proceeds beyond 
counseling and admonition by the pastor, charges against the accused member(s) that are 
specific and in writing shall be prepared by member(s) of the congregation who shall sign the 
charges as the accuser(s). The written charges shall be filed with the pastor, who shall advise 
the Congregation Council of the need to issue a written citation to the accused and the 
accusers that specifies the time and place of the hearing before the Congregation Council. 
The written charges shall accompany the written citation to the accused. A member charged 
with the offense shall appear before the Congregation Council after having received a written 
citation at least ten days prior to the meeting. The written citation that specifies the time and 
place of the hearing before the Congregation Council and requests the presence of a member 
charged with the offense shall be sent at least ten days prior to the meeting. If the member 
charged with the offense fails to appear at the scheduled hearing, the Congregation Council 
may proceed with the hearing and may pass judgment in the member’s absence. 

 

To amend and add the following to make the process for establishment of additional sites for 
worship parallel to the process for relocation: 
 

To amend: 
*C6.06.  If this congregation considers relocation, it shall confer with the bishop of the synod in which 

it is territorially located and the appropriate program unit of the churchwide organization 
before any steps are taken leading to such action. The approval of the Synod Council shall be 
received before any such action is effected. 

 

To add the following to provide an interdependent process for the establishment of additional sites 
for worship: 
 

*C6.07.  If this congregation considers developing an additional site to be used regularly for worship, 
it shall confer with the bishop of the synod in which it is territorially located and the 
appropriate program unit of the churchwide organization before any steps are taken leading to 
such action. 

 

To amend the following to provide for the termination of a call when a parish arrangement 
terminates: 
 

*C9.05.  a.  The call of a congregation, when accepted by a pastor, shall constitute a continuing 
mutual relationship and commitment, which, except in the case of the death of the pastor, 
shall be terminated only following consultation with the synodical bishop and for the 
following reasons: . . . 

6)  the dissolution of the congregation or the termination of a parish arrangement; or 
[with the rest unchanged] 
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To add *C20.04. to make explicit what happens to a call when a parish dissolves: 
 

*C20.04.  Whenever a parish arrangement is terminated, the call of any rostered person serving that 
parish is terminated. Should any congregation that formerly was part of the parish 
arrangement desire to issue a new call to that rostered person, it may do so in accordance with 
the call process of this church. 

 

 
Mardi Gras 2010 

 

Plan NOW to attend St. Peter’s Mardi 
Gras Dinner and Show on Sunday, February 
14th, 2010. Dinner will be at 12:15 PM. The 
show will be at 1:30 PM.  
 
******************************************* 
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The Hunger Site 
 
As you close down your computer each 

day, take one more minute to help feed those 
who are hungry. Since the Hunger Site began in 
1999, together we have generated funding for 
500 million cups of food. All costs are paid by 
site sponsors. All we need to do is click once a 
day. 

Visit thehungersite.com each day. In 
less than a minute, you will provide the cost of 
1.1 cups of food. It’s a simple way to share food 
with others at no cost to you. 
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In 1993, members of St. Peter’s Finance 
Committee recommended to the Council and the 
Congregation that we place $5,000 into 
something new called the “ELCA Mission 
Investment Fund.” The idea behind the fund was 
two-fold: 

>> First, to have a pool of money 
available to be lent to help start new ELCA 
congregations, and 

>> Second, to provide a small amount of 
interest to each congregation providing funds. 
This experiment worked, and it is absolutely a 
thriving project! Over the years, our money has 
helped to form new congregations, and, as of the 
September 30 statement, St. Peter’s $5,000 has 
grown to $11,027.   

Individuals may also be part of this 
wonderful program. It’s a great way to save and 
to help the Wider Church at the same time. 
There are checking accounts and savings 
accounts available and a special program, by 
which, with $25, an account may be opened for 
a child or grandchild. 

For information on participating in this 
ministry, contact Barbara Taylor in the Church 
Office. 
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Fall was a busy time for Southside 

Ministries, as St. Peter’s hosted the 25th 
Anniversary Service. The choir from each of the 
4 SSM congregations sang, the clergy led 
worship, and local dignitaries brought greetings. 
Mayor John Callahan of Bethlehem and 
Congressperson Charlie Dent offered 
congratulations on 25 years of service to the 
south side. 

Guillermo Lopez, co-chair of the US 
222 Anti-Gang Task Force, spoke of the work 
Southside Ministries is doing with young 
people. Using a grant from the Task Force, SSM 
gathers elementary school children one Friday 
evening each month to provide fun in a safe 
place with positive adult role models. The 
children receive a hot meal, play board games, 
make crafts, and enjoy music. The premise is to 
provide alternatives – as children spend good 
time with other children and with adult mentors, 
they have less time and fewer reasons to seek 
out gang activity. Fun Nights will resume in 
March. Because the children walk to the events, 
no Fun Nights are held in January or February 
due to the cold. 
  The Better Buy Thrift Shop, located at 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity at Third and 
Wyandotte Streets, has been closed over the 
holidays. The shop reopens on Tuesday, January 
5th, at 10 AM with plenty of warm winter 
clothing for women, men and children. Stop in 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between 
10 AM and 3 PM, and on Fridays between 10:30 
AM and 1:30 PM to shop or to drop off clothing 
that is clean and in good condition. Remember – 
if the Bethlehem Area School District opens late 
or is closed, the shop is closed! 

For information about SSM or to learn 
how you can volunteer, contact Associate in 
Ministry Barbara Taylor in St. Peter’s Church 
Office. 
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Every day, many of us overeat. Every 
day, millions go hungry. Jesus calls us to love 
all people and to work for justice. Here’s a 
single way to do so: Each time you grocery 
shop, set aside $1.50 – the cost of a loaf of 
bread. Place your donation in an envelope, and 
mark it “World Hunger Appeal.” Place the 
envelope in the offering plate, or mail it to the 
Church Office. As all the people of St. Peter’s 
work together, we can help overcome hunger in 
the United States and the world. 
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Prayer is a conversation with God. It is 
through prayer that we deepen our personal 
relationship with God. There are no special or 
“right” words to use when praying. If you are in 
need of some ideas for your prayer life, consider 
the ACTS of prayer. A is for adoration – include 
some praise for God. C is for confession – own 
up to your own sins and weaknesses. T is for 
thanksgiving – remember to thank God for all 
you have. S is for supplication – pray both for 
yourself and for the needs of others. When you 
are finished, remember to listen for God’s 
response. 
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As we start a new year, let us consider 
the following words of wisdom: You will never 
be sorry — for thinking before acting, for 
hearing before judging, for forgiving your 
enemies, for being candid and frank, for helping 
a fallen brother or sister, for being honest in 
business, for thinking before speaking, for being 
loyal to God and the church, for standing by 
your principles, for refusing to participate in 
gossip, for holding your words when tempted to 
demean another, for not entertaining impure or 
hateful thoughts, for sympathizing with the 
afflicted, for being courteous and kind to all. 
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Invitation to 2010 Women’s 
Day at The Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia 

  
All women in your congregation, local 

congregations of all denominations and faiths, as 
well as friends and neighbors of your local 
community, are invited to our annual Rest, 
Refreshment and Renewal Women’s Day. 
This year’s theme is “Creation and Creativity.” 
Spend your day at The Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia exploring the meaning 
of creation and creativity in your life as a child 
of God. Use your day to join in our gatherings, 
take some holy time to find a quiet place to rest, 
pray using our campus labyrinth, or find a quiet 
corner to mediate, nap, or read. Bring along your 
own project you are creating, or join our artist-
in-residence in creating a painting reflecting our 
theme. Make this day a gift to yourself and 
invite friends to come and take a spiritual day to 
be renewed in mind, body and spirit. Go to the 
Web site for information on schedule, 
gatherings, registration and downloadable 
brochures. There’s a discount if you register 
online by December 31. Great gift for friends 
and family!  

For more information and to register: 
www.Ltsp.edu/restrefresh 
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. . . you or another member of St. Peter’s is 
admitted to the hospital or to a care facility. 
. . . your telephone number, address, or email 
has changed. 
. . . new baby has been born in your family. 
. . . you need to share a concern with Pastor 
Roberts or another staff member. 
 

Please help keep the lines of 
communication open among the members of our 
family of faith. 
 
 

 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8 AM to 3 PM 

Friday: 9 AM to NOON 
FAX: 610-867-1249 

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 
www.stpetersbethlehem.org 

 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for 
Education/Youth/Outreach  

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish 
Administration 

 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner – Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:   8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
 9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
 6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel  
                

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings 
for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns – Courier Editor 
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 Eternal God, thank you for bringing us 
once again to the threshold of a new year. Help 
us dedicate each day of 2010 to following your 
will for our lives. Guide us, Lord, in all our 
decisions and actions, day by day and hour by 
hour. Help us accomplish all that you desire for 
us to do, until our mission on earth is finished. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 


