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FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
There is no better way to begin a New 
Year than to gather for worship with 
sisters and brothers in Christ.  Sunday, 
January 1, 2012, is an opportunity to 
praise God and give thanks for the gifts 
of life, love, and relationships.  We exist 
only because God has created us.  We 
have the promise of Eternal Life only 
because the Babe of Bethlehem grew 
up to give his life as the ultimate act of 
love. 
 
It is in response to this act of love that 
we not only worship, but also share that 
love with others.  God’s love is an 
inclusive love, which ignores no one.  
God’s love is a healing love, which 
brings together people who may seem 
different on the outside but who are all 
children of God.  God’s love is an 
empowering love, which can help us 
erase prejudice and hate from our lives 
so that we can make the world a better 
place, one small step at a time. 
 
January 6th, the Festival of Epiphany, is 
a reminder of this all-inclusive love.  
Two thousand years ago, there were 
very strict lines drawn between people. 
Jesus’ family and a group from the area 
which is known today as Iraq would not 
have interacted on any level.  Part of the 
 
 
 

 
 
miracle of the Epiphany story is that 
these stargazers, known as Magi or 
Wise Men, sought out a tiny Jewish 
child and were welcomed into his 
presence.  They brought gifts, and the 
gifts were not only accepted, but 
treasured. 
 
One of the things that I appreciate about 
St. Peter’s one-of-a-kind Crèche is that 
the artist chose to expand the inclusivity 
of the Magi figures, depicting one as 
Middle Eastern, one as African, and one 
as Asian.  People of all cultures and 
ethnicities – in fact, from all walks of life 
– are brought together at the Manger. 
 
As we begin our journey through 2012, 
let us pray that the world, the Church, 
our congregation, and each of us might 
be less prejudiced and judgmental and 
more loving and forgiving.   
 
God’s blessings in the journey! 
 
In Christ, 
  
 
 
 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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The Courier of St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. 
Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 (a non-profit organization). The 

Senior Pastor is the Rev. Edith B. Roberts. All questions 
about the publication can be addressed to the editor at 

the Church Office, telephone 610-867-0519. 

 

 

 January Worship Highlights 
  
Sunday, January 1   Name of Jesus 

Installation of Congregation Council  

9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
   

Wednesday, January 4 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the 

Chapel  
  

Sunday, January 8   Baptism of Our Lord 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

Wednesday, January 11  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, January 15  Second Sunday after Epiphany  

     Commemoration Day of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

     8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

Wednesday, January 18  Confession of Peter 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

 

Sunday, January 22  Third Sunday after Epiphany 

     Reconciling in Christ Sunday 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

Wednesday, January 25  Conversion of Paul 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, January 29  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Youth Sunday 

9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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December Council Highlights 
 

The following motions were approved: 
 

-- To recommend to the Annual Congregational 

Meeting in January, 2012, that the minutes of the 

December 4, 2011, Special Congregational 

Meeting be approved.  

-- To recommend to the Annual Congregational 

Meeting in January, 2012, that The Rev. Edith B. 

Roberts be designated as St. Peter’s Pastor 

Emerita as of July 1, 2012. 

-- To designate up to $2,000 from the Ministry 

Fund to support the celebration of ministry for 

Pastor Roberts. 

-- To authorize the Executive Committee to 

appoint a Planning Committee for the celebration 

of ministry. 

-- To welcome the following into membership at 

St. Peter’s: 

Kai Landskron 

Walter Granlund 

Mary Beth Jacavage 

Lisa Weingartner 
 

Election of Officers: 
 

President – Sharon Ann Burns 

Vice President – Tom Sarver 

Secretary – Jeff Scheck 

Treasurer – Joe Bleier 
 

Building Use Requests were Granted: 
 

- To allow Lehigh Valley Chinese Christian 

Church to hold a Bible Study in the Social Room 

on Thursdays at noon. 

- To allow AARP Tax Aide to hold tax 

preparation sessions in the Social Room on 

Wednesdays from 1 to 5 PM from February 1 

through April 11, 2012. 

- To allow Gina DeAngelis to hold a family 

gathering in the Social Room on March 11 from 

noon to 4 PM. 
 

Beginning the Transition 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Catherine A. Ziel, 

Executive Associate of the Bishop, met with the 

Congregation Council on December 13 to discuss 

the process of transition for St. Peter’s when 

Pastor Roberts retires in June. Pastor Ziel 

reviewed the steps council and the congregation 

will follow so that St. Peter’s can discern how best 

to move forward in its mission and ministry. 

Pastor Ziel, Council members, and 

Bethlehem/Easton Mission District Dean Pastor 

Jean Huber will formally meet on May 22 to 

begin the process. Please hold these individuals 

and the St. Peter’s congregation in your prayers as 

we travel forward together in the coming year. 
 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study will 

meet at 9:30 AM on Tuesday, January 3 and 

January 17. All women are welcome to attend.  

The Women of the ELCA Business 

Meeting is scheduled for January 11 at 9 AM. 

Mark your calendar to come help plan for our 

Bach Ministry of Hospitality.  

 

Update on the December 

Ingathering 
 

Thank you to all who brought razors and 

cans of shaving cream for the Ingathering. We 

exceeded our goal of 150 containers. Thank you 

to Evelyn Smith, who gathered our gifts, took 

them to the Ingathering, and helped to distribute 

them.  

St. Peter’s gift items for Christmas 2012 

are 175 toothbrushes and 150 boxes of facial 

tissue. Please watch for sales as you shop during 

the year and bring the items in when the 

Ingathering basket is placed outside the Church 

Office in the fall.  

 

Handmade Items Needed 

 

Now is a good time to start making 

needlework and sewing items for the May 2012 

Bach Ministry of Hospitality. During these cold 

months, please share your talents to produce one 

or several of your creations. Aprons, baby sweater 

sets (white is most popular), afghans, doilies, 

placemats, bibs, slippers, mittens, hats, handbags, 

and other garments are popular with the Bach 

Festival patrons. Please help St. Peter’s ministry 

of hospitality.  
 

February Courier Deadline 
 

The deadline for the February Courier is 

Sunday, January 15. Please place your articles in 

the editor’s mailbox or email them to her at 

courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
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Kathy’s Korner 

  

“…See, I am making all things new.”  

Revelation 21:5 
 

I typically don’t do New Year’s 

resolutions, but I have to admit that I really 

appreciate the chance to wipe the slate clean and 

receive a fresh start. In life, as with computers, 

when the situation is really a mess, the 

opportunity to “reboot” is welcome. As one who 

confesses sin, I am grateful for God’s willingness 

to forgive me while continuing to love me. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us: “Do not 

remember the former things, or consider the 

things of old. I am about to do a new thing: now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43: 

18-19). But what if we like the way things are? 

After all, change is difficult and full of 

uncertainty. Sometimes God has a new plan for 

us, even when we are content with the status quo.   

When Chris and I first came to St. Peter’s 

almost six years ago, we immediately felt at 

home. Members of the congregation welcomed us, 

and the leadership of Pastor Roberts, Elizabeth 

Elterich, and Barbara Taylor impressed us greatly. 

I could not have imagined a St. Peter’s without the 

three of them on staff. But, by this time next year, 

that will, in fact, be the case. We will also have 

bid farewell to Pastor Spieker who has provided 

words of comfort to so many of us. I feel a 

personal sadness and also some apprehension 

about the future of St. Peter’s. What will become 

of us? 

We must remember that God continues to 

care for us and will provide us leadership in the 

form of an interim pastor. And we must look 

within ourselves to discern whether there is more 

that we can give to St. Peter’s whether it is time 

and/or financial support. Together, we will need 

to discern what God would have us do as we 

move forward into the future. How do we care for 

one another and serve our neighbors in the south 

Bethlehem community and beyond? Yes, this is 

somewhat scary, but it is also very exciting and 

filled with possibilities. 

May God bless us with insight, energy, 

and compassion for one another as we enter an 

important year of transition for our beloved St. 

Peter’s. And thanks be to God for those who have 

led us in ministry so faithfully and so well. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Kathy 

Congregation Council Installation 
 

St. Peter’s Congregation Council will be 

installed during the 9:30 AM worship service on 

Sunday, January 1. Please pray for these members 

as they commit to serve in leadership positions 

during 2012.  

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

St. Peter’s Annual Meeting will take place 

on Sunday, January 29, immediately following the 

9:30 AM worship service. We will gather in the 

Social Room to plan for St. Peter’s future and to 

see the annual Year in Review PowerPoint 

presentation. Please bring a finger food to share 

and your copy of the Annual Report. Be part of 

the St. Peter’s family meeting!  

 

 

It’s a new year and with it come several 

reminders for the adult members of St. Peter. 

Have you:  

  picked up your 2012 offering envelope box?  

  turned in your 2012 commitment card?  

  completed a record card when you received 

Holy Communion?  
 

St. Peter’s by-laws define an active 

member as one who has made both a contribution 

of record and received Holy Communion at St. 

Peter’s, including filling out a Communion card, 

at least once during the year. Let us each do our 

part to keep St. Peter’s records up-to-date and our 

financial commitments current. With God’s help 

we can accomplish great things as we work 

together.  

 

Heating Costs 

 

Please prayerfully consider generous gifts 

in each of the energy needs envelopes in the 

offering envelopes, or use a pew envelope and 

mark it energy needs. It is important that each 

member consider a $5 or $10 gift in the energy 

envelope so we can keep St. Peter’s a warm place 

to worship.  
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Reconciling in Christ Sunday 

 

St. Peter’s members voted to become a 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation at the 

January 25, 2009, Congregational meeting. The 

vote included affirming a public Statement of 

Welcome to all of God’s children to join us in 

worship. St. Peter’s RIC Statement of Welcome 

is: All are called to God’s feast. As a Reconciling 

in Christ congregation, we who have experienced 

God’s all-inclusive love invite you to come as you 

are. We welcome people of any age, race, ethnic 

background, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

education, physical or mental ability, or marital, 

parental, or social status to join us as full 

participants in the life of St. Peter’s. This year’s 

celebration of the congregation’s commitment to 

inclusivity will be on Sunday, January 22 -- 

Reconciling in Christ Sunday. Please join in 

celebrating that St. Peter’s is a loving, welcoming 

family of faith.  

 
******************************************** 

St. Peter’s Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered worshipping 
family of faith witnessing to God’s inclusive love for 
individuals, for our community, and for the world. 

 

 
St. Peter’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

 

******************************************** 

 

Weather-Related Cancellations   
 

If it is necessary to cancel worship or 

another St. Peter’s event due to bad weather, the 

cancellation notice will be listed on St. Peter’s 

voicemail. Call the Church Office and let the 

phone ring about ten times until the voicemail 

picks up. If you receive the normal message, there 

are no cancellations. The staff also works to get 

news of cancellations and delays of worship on 

TV Channel 69. 

 

 

Boxes are available for pick-up in the 

lower narthex. Please consider a gift of $5 in the 

Initial Offering envelope to cover the cost of the 

offering envelopes.  

 

“Simply Giving” 
 

You can have your offering automatically 

transferred from your checking account to St. 

Peter’s each month. Fill out a one-page form, and 

you’re ready to go. See Barbara Taylor for a form 

or if you need more information. Several St. 

Peter’s members already enjoy this system.  

 

Parishioner of the Week 
 

In each Sunday bulletin you will find the 

name of one of St. Peter’s homebound members, 

listed as the Parishioner of the Week. He or she 

will be lifted up in the Prayers of the Church 

during worship. Please remember our Parishioners 

of the Week in your own prayers and send cards 

or notes to let them know that you remember them 

as a part of the St. Peter’s family.  

 

Hospital Admissions 

 

Due to privacy laws, hospitals no longer 

always call St. Peter’s when one of our members 

is admitted. If you or another St. Peter’s member 

is admitted to a hospital, please call the Church 

Office so our Pastors can stop by and check in!  

 

The Bus Bunch 

 

There will be a bus trip to Sight & Sound 

to see “Jonah” on Thursday, May 3. For more 

information, please see Betty Thompson.  

 

Youth Sunday 
 

During 2011, we celebrated a dozen 

baptisms at St. Peter’s. At each celebration, 

members of the congregation promised to support 

and pray for those whose lives were transformed 

by Water and the Word. 

One way to keep this promise to support 

St. Peter’s children and youth is to be present for 

the 9:30 AM worship service on Sunday, January 

29, which is designated as Youth Sunday. All 

children and youth will have a part in worship. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for families to 

worship together and give thanks for God’s many 

blessings. 
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Mark your new 2012 calendars for 
Sunday, June 24th. We will be celebrating 

the ministry of Pastor Roberts as she 
retires from her call as Senior Pastor of 

St. Peter’s. There will be only one Worship 

Service at 9:30 AM, followed by a 
luncheon. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

The idea for the Souper Bowl of Caring 

came from a youth in a Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, South Carolina, who decided to 

challenge people partying for the Super Bowl 

football game to give an offering for those who 

are hungry. That first year over $5,700 was 

collected. In 2011, Souper Bowl of Caring raised 

10 million dollars. In 2012, the goal is 11 million 

dollars.  

St. Peter’s Youth will receive the 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING offerings on two 

Sundays in 2012— Sunday, January 29, which is 

Youth Sunday, and on Sunday, February 5, which 

is Super Bowl Sunday. Please bring a non-

perishable food item each Sunday. Also, look for 

the white soup tureen displayed in the Narthex 

both Sundays. Please give generously, or give at 

least $1.00, to help our youth care for the hungry. 

The monetary offering will go to the ELCA World 

Hunger Appeal, and the food items will go to the 

New Bethany Food Bank.  

Please include this simple prayer with 

your daily prayers in January and February. It was 

written by the young man who dreamed of and 

started SOUPER BOWL OF CARING!  

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football 

game, help us to be mindful of those without 

even a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

 

Hold the date! During worship on 

Sunday, February 5
th
, we will get to meet our 

missionaries who serve in Argentina! 

 And following the 11 AM worship 

service, come to the Social Room to support the 

youth and adults attending the 2012 ELCA Youth 

Gathering. ‘Miss’ Liz has volunteered to make it a 

wonderful spaghetti dinner with a salad bar and 

dessert buffet. Get your tickets now! 

 

LYF Report from Rachel Fackenthall 

 
Lutheran Youth Fellowship (LYF) is the 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod’s organization 

for high school youth. Rachel Fackenthall serves 

on the LYF Board as Historian. 

Rachel attended a new LYF event 

November 12-13: Faith-a-palooza! Rachel reports 

that the retreat “focused on worship but also 

praising God through games, songs and spending 

time with friends. We did not do any LYF 

‘official business,’ but in July we will have 

another gathering where we will make decisions 

for our church. I also would like to thank the 

entire congregation for supporting me.” 
 

Giant Gift Cards 

 

Giant Food Stores gift cards, which were 

a part of the Holiday Gift Boutique, will continue 

to be available to help support the youth and 

adults attending the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering. 

Giant offers a 5% return on every $500 that we 

sell. So, if you regularly shop at Giant, this is a 

great way to support our youth while doing your 

grocery shopping. Kathy Thomforde in the 

Ministry Office will be available between Sunday 

worship services if you would like to purchase 

these gift cards. 

 

Winter Means Ice Skating 
 

St. Peter’s youth (grades 7 to 12) are 

planning an afternoon of ice skating at the 

Bethlehem Ice Rink on Sunday, January 22
nd

. 

Younger children are welcome as long as they are 

accompanied by a parent. We will have lunch 

following the 11:00 AM service, and then travel 

to the ice rink. Permission/medical release forms 

and a sign-up sheet will be available outside the 

Ministry Office in early January. Please contact 

Dave Kolman or Kathy Thomforde with any 

questions. 
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Look Who’s Having a Birthday 

 

Please remember, with notes and cards, 

the following homebound members who are 

celebrating their birthdays this month: 
 

 

Miriam M. Hofstetter – January 4 
 

Roma Ziegler – January 10 
 

Doris Simons – January 18 
 

Anthony Strobel, Sr. – January 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Parish Record 
 

BAPTISMS: 
 

Gabriel George Jacavage and  

Alaina Virginia Jacavage - December 11, 2011 
 

NEW MEMBER: 
 

Kai Landskron – November 27, 2011 

 

Staff “Thank You” 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

We thank you for your kind 

thoughtfulness during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. Your cards, warm wishes, and gifts are 

symbols of the relationships we share as we work 

together in mission and ministry. God’s blessings 

be with you! From Pastor Roberts and the 

Members of St. Peter’s Staff  

 

With Many Thanks!  
 

 From Pastor Stacy Lauer-Scovanner and 

Ryan Scovanner: “Thank you for all of your 

prayers and cards! After my first full week as a 

pastor, I also again thank you for my internship 

experience! You taught me so much! You are all 

so wonderful and we miss you so much!” 

{Editor’s Note: This thank you was received 

months ago but somehow kept getting cut from 

previous editions. My apologies to Pastor Stacy 

and Ryan for the delay in sharing this note.} 

 From Judy Ihle to St. Peter’s members for 

the cards and prayers, to Pastor Roberts and 

Pastor Spieker for their hospital visits, and to Ed 

& Pat Little for delivering the soup. Your 

thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 

 From Chris & Dave Struble: “Thank you 

again for all your thoughts, cards, and prayers 

during both of our difficult times in our lives. 

Words can’t express how deeply we feel for 

everything you’ve done for us. You all are special 

people.” 

From Marjorie Weiss: “Thank you for the 

prayers, the visits, and the flowers; they have 

brightened my many hours. Thank you for the 

soup and bread; my stomach and my soul were 

fed. Thank you to the youth and adults for carols 

sung; the smiles they brought were as bright as the 

sun! Thank you God for everything and for the 

message you all bring! Love, best wishes for a 

splendid, prosperous year ahead!!”  

From the Staff of Meals on Wheels of 

Northampton County: “Thank you for your kind 

donation of holiday gifts for seniors served by 

Meals on Wheels. Your thoughtful remembrance 

of our seniors is very much appreciated and 

reflective of your care and concern for those we 

serve. These gifts will certainly bring a smile and 

be enjoyed by our seniors during the holidays and 

months to come!” 

 From Sharon Ann Burns: “To all who 

helped make the SSM Thanksgiving Service 

reception so nice. Whether you helped with the 

set-up, during the reception, clean-up, baked or 

provided food, your assistance was greatly 

appreciated. Working together, we received many 

complements and words of thanks for our efforts.” 

 From Sharon Ann Burns, Editor of The 

Courier: “To all the volunteers who assist with the 

monthly newsletter. It takes the whole team to 

print, assemble, and mail each issue. Thank you 

for your commitment, time, and energy to this 

ministry. You have my sincerest gratitude.” 

 

Thanks for Your Support! 
 

The youth and adults who will be 

attending the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering in 

New Orleans offer their sincere thanks for your 

purchases from the Holiday Gift Boutique. These 

funds will help to cover registration, travel, food, 

and lodging expenses. In January, we will be 

selling shares in our youth to further support them 
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as they prepare for this once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. Shareholders receive an opportunity 

to be in communication with the youth they 

support and will be invited to a thank-you 

luncheon after the Gathering in July 2012. 

 

Call or Email the Church Office if. . . 
 

. . . you or another member of St. Peter’s is 

admitted to the hospital or to a care facility.  

. . . your telephone number, address, or email has 

changed.  

. . . a new baby has been born in your family.  

. . . you need to share a concern with Pastor 

Roberts or another staff member.  
 

Please help keep the lines of communication open 

among the members of our family of faith.  

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 

As the weather outside grows colder, 

there are those among us without enough money 

to pay for the fuel bill to heat their home, pay rent 

for a dry place to live, buy warm clothing for their 

children, or place a warm meal on the table for 

their family. From time to time, Pastor Roberts is 

asked to assist individuals and families 

experiencing difficulties of a wide variety. 

Contributions may be made by placing your 

donations in a pew envelope and marking it 

Pastor’s Fund. Won’t you reach out to help a 

neighbor in need?  
 

Southside Ministries Update 
 

Fall was a busy time for Southside 

Ministries, as St. Peter’s hosted the annual 

Community Thanksgiving Service on November 

20. Choirs from three of the SSM congregations 

sang, SSM clergy led worship, and Canon 

Mariclair Partee of Cathedral Church of the 

Nativity preached. Thank you to Sharon Ann 

Burns who chaired the wonderful reception 

following worship and to all from St. Peter’s who 

worshipped, sang in the choir, brought food, and 

shared hospitality.  

Fun Nights will resume in March. 

Because the children walk to the events, no Fun 

Nights are held in January or February due to the 

cold.  

The Better Buy Thrift Shop, located at 

Cathedral Church of the Nativity at Third and 

Wyandotte Streets, has been closed over the 

holidays. The shop will reopen on Tuesday, 

January 3, at 10 AM with plenty of warm winter 

clothing for women, men, and children. Stop in 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between 

10 AM and 3 PM and Fridays between 10:30 AM 

and 1 PM to shop or to drop off clothing that is 

clean and in good condition. Remember – if the 

Bethlehem Area School District opens late or is 

closed, the shop is closed!  

For information about SSM or to learn 

how you can volunteer, contact Associate in 

Ministry Barbara Taylor in St. Peter’s Church 

Office.  
 

Is there a Special Child in 
Your Life? 

 

The ELCA Mission Investment Fund 

provides a great opportunity for you to both 

provide for the child and to provide capital to start 

new congregations. The plan is simple. Open an 

account for your child. You may make deposits at 

any time and the fund becomes available when the 

child turns 18. The account earns interest, so it 

grows as the child grows. The monies are loaned 

through the ELCA to begin new congregations 

throughout the United States. It’s a wonderful way 

to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. Contact 

Barbara Taylor in the Church Office and ask for 

an application for Mission Future 4 Kidz. You can 

share with a special child and help plant new 

congregations, too. 
 

The Hunger Site 
 

As you close down your computer each 

day, take one more minute to help feed those who 

are hungry. Since the Hunger Site began in 1999, 

together we have generated funding for over 804 

million cups of food. All costs are paid by site 

sponsors. All we need to do is click once a day. 

Visit thehungersite.com each day. In less than a 

minute, you will provide the cost of 1.1 cups of 

food. It’s a simple way to share food with others 

at no cost to you.  
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Feed a Family 
 

Every day, many of us overeat. Every 

day, millions go hungry. Jesus calls us to love all 

people and to work for justice. Here’s a simple 

way to do so: Each time you grocery shop, set 

aside $1.50 – the cost of a loaf of bread. Place 

your donation in an envelope, and mark it World 

Hunger Appeal. Place the envelope in the offering 

plate, or mail it to the Church Office. As all the 

people of St. Peter’s work together, we can help 

overcome hunger in the United States and the 

world.  
 

 

Dear Pr. Roberts and all Christians at St.Peters 

Church. 
 

I am writing with a great joy as we are all in the 

festival seasons. I would like to thank you for your 

email that you sent to us. Here at Madihani we 

are all fine. We give thanks to God for his 

guidance and protection. Concerning weather in 

Tanzania now it is rain season and it is rain in 

every parts of Tanzania. One of our most 

important pastor who was working as a deacon in 

South District has died one week ago. His death 

was caused by thunderstorm that occurred on 

Sunday  November 27th 2011. 
 

Here at Madihani Christians are all happy to hear 

from you and their sisters and brothers in Jesus’ 

Name. On November 27th we were having a big 

service in our church as we were blessing 

confirmation class. This year, a number of 11 

of young girls and boys were taught the Christian 

doctrine and other important teachings in 

Christian faith. Those young girls and boys were 

very happy to confirm their faith in front of the 

congregants. It was a blessing day as we shared 

with our neighboring Christians.  
 

Today I would like to attach my graduation 

pictures as I was receiving my first degree in 

Theology on November 19th at Tumaini 

Makumira University located at the Northern part 

of Tanzania.  
 

As Christmas and New Year 2012 is coming, let 

be a Christmas of Hope for all people. Please 

convey our greetings to our fellow believers and 

your family. 
 

Yours, 

Rev. Mathayo M. Sanga 

Sunday Evening Bible Study 

  

In 2012, the Sunday evening Bible Study 

will begin a study of the Book of Ruth. Please 

join the group for this study of a story about 

an unmarried son of a prostitute who meets a 

foreign widow who left her homeland to 

accompany her mother-in-law. The mother-in-law 

recognizes the bachelor as a relative and urges her 

daughter-in-law to make herself available. She 

does, the two marry, and the bachelor has a wife, 

the young widow has a husband, the older widow 

has a grandson, and we have a story of 

providential romance. 

This study will begin on January 8
th
 and 

meet from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 

8 AM to NOON 

FAX: 610-867-1249 
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