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       St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA      
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK 
YOU!   
 
June 7th was a wonderful day, as we 
celebrated together the call to mission 
and ministry.  It is hard to believe that 
30 years have passed since that 
Pentecost Day of 1979 – June 3rd.  
There were eleven of us to be ordained 
by the Bishop of the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod, and I was the 
only woman.  The prayers printed in 
the bulletin kept praying for “these 
men” who were to be ordained.  And 
my family kept adding “and women.” 
 
The celebration of my 30th anniversary 
of ordination on June 7th included 
wonderful worship, amazing music, and 
an excellent meal.  Thank you to all 
who planned and carried out the day, 
to the musicians and other worship 
ministers who participated, to the Staff 
who do so much behind the scenes – 
and to all who attended and who gave 
toward my gifts.  I am looking forward 
to filming the wonderful singing and 
celebration of our sisters and brothers 
at Madihani Lutheran Church.  The 
digital video camera will  allow  me  to  
bring home a lively  
glimpse of the joy of Jesus shared in 
their midst. 
 

The month of June was also special as 
we celebrated God’s love in another 
Vacation Bible School.  Each day we 
traveled through Discovery Canyon, 
exploring the wonder of the Word of 
God.  The children and adults ate 
together, sang songs, learned Bible 
verses, acted out Bible stories, and 
grew in faith.  Vacation Bible School is 
one of the favorite parts of my ministry.  
I thank everyone who volunteered to 
make those five days so amazing!   
 
Most of you know by now that we have 
experienced some challenges in our 
finances.  These are small compared to 
many congregations.  But it is 
important that all members know how 
important it is that each of us makes 
and keeps our commitments to support 
the mission and ministry of Jesus 
Christ through St. Peter’s.  We have so 
much to celebrate and so much more 
to do.  Together we can do God’s work 
with our hands and keep St. Peter’s in 
the city for good, in the city for God. 
 
 
In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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July Worship Highlights 
 
Wednesday, July 1 10:30 AM – Holy Communion & Healing in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, July 5  5th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, July 8  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, July 12  6th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
    6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, July 15 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, July 19  7th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
Jerusalem Singers 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

      
Wednesday, July 22 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, July 26  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, July 29 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 (a non-profit 

organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. Edith B. Roberts. All questions 
about the publication can be addressed to the editor at the Church Office, 

telephone 610-867-0519. 
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August Worship Highlights 
 
Sunday, August 2   9th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave  
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, August 5  10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, August 9   10th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, August 12   10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, August 16    11th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, August 19  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, August 23    12th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave  
Service of Farewell and Godspeed for Intern Elizabeth 
Nees 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, August 26   10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, August 30   13th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 9:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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Elizabeth’s Editorial 
It is an exciting time to be God’s 

church! Through St. Peter’s, I have recently 
participated in several events and activities that 
have showcased some of the exciting things that 
are happening within the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. I have been delighted, 
humbled, and excited by the way that our church 
is living out God’s love in the world.   

The first event was the Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod Assembly. Every year the 
synod gathers for a meeting. Each congregation 
is allowed two representatives, and all active 
rostered leaders are supposed to attend. One of 
the exciting things that happened at the 
Assembly was the adoption of a new synod 
mission statement. Members of all 
congregations were invited to fill out a survey 
about where God was in their neighborhood, 
what the top concerns were for the world, and 
how the synod could work together. Many 
members of St. Peter’s contributed to this 
survey. These surveys were then gathered from 
all over the synod territory and compiled. From 
all of this input, the following statement was 
adopted as the new mission statement. 
“Encountering and sharing God’s word of 
love given in Jesus Christ—encouraging lives 
of service.” There were also five steps that the 
synod will actively take in order to live out its 
mission. They are: 
• Deepen the spiritual lives of people to help 
them see God at work and help others see that 
too. 
• Build a network that uses our gifts, skills, and 
resources to maximize what we can do together 
and strengthen congregations in their ministry. 
• Develop leaders, both lay and ordained, who 
are equipped and engaged in God’s mission in 
daily life. 
• Enhance lives of service to deal with social 
needs and issues that arise in local communities 
or across the synod. 
• Strengthen the work being done with 
children, youth, and families to support 
ministries as they engage their communities. 

Another exciting activity taking place on 
the national church level is the Tour De Revs.  
 
 

The Tour de Revs is the idea of three ELCA 
pastors from West Virginia who are passionate 
about world hunger. These three pastors have 
committed themselves to biking across the 
United States. Their motto is: “3 Guys, 1 Bike, 
100 Days, 13,000 miles, 65 cities. A Mission to 
Fight World Hunger.” The plan is to ride a 3–
person bike made of bamboo across the United 
State to educate our church about world hunger 
as well as raise 5 million dollars for the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal. These three men are an 
excellent example of using their hands and feet 
to do God’s work in this world. For more 
information check out their website at: 
www.tourderevs.org!   

Finally, seven youth and three adults 
from St. Peter’s will soon be traveling to New 
Orleans, LA, for the national ELCA Youth 
Gathering. This event will gather 36,000 
Lutheran youth for five days of service, 
education, worship, singing, Bible studies, 
fellowship, and fun! For several months, the 
group has been busy preparing for this event, not 
only by doing fundraising, but also doing Bible 
studies and learning about the city and culture of 
New Orleans. When I was in high school, I also 
attended an ELCA Youth Gathering. This event 
played a major role in my faith development and 
energized my life in the church. Thank you to all 
who have supported us on this journey!   

A new synod mission statement, three 
pastors on one bike for world hunger, and 
36,000 youth in New Orleans! It is an exciting 
time to be a part of God’s church. These are only 
a few examples of how together we are doing 
God’s work with our hands!  

 
Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern  
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A motion was approved to: 
 

-- Welcome Tyrin Kane Rivera, who was 
Confirmed on May 31, 2009, as a new adult 
member.  
-- In order to be in compliance with internship 
expectations, set term limits for members of the 
Intern Support Committee: a three-year-term,  
with the possibility of serving one second three-
year-term.  
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-- Appoint Brian Wiles-Young to a three-year-
term on the Intern Support Committee.  
 

Building Use Request: 
 

-- To allow Lutheran Congregational Services to 
hold a Marriage Preparedness Series on March 
4, 11, and 18, 2010.  
 

An Important 
Financial Message 

Because of committed giving by St. 
Peter’s members and income from investments, 
the congregation has been blessed in the midst 
of the recent recession. However, in June the 
realities of the economy became apparent when 
Treasurer Joe Bleier had to delay payroll checks 
for a week. Decisions also had to be made as to 
which bills could be paid and which had to be 
delayed. This is the first time that this has 
happened since Pastor Roberts arrived in 
February of 1992. 

Staff members and committees have 
been working to keep down expenses. Attention 
to some building concerns, such as the 
deteriorating floor in the gym, has been 
postponed. But the congregation needs to 
continue its support of reaching out with God’s 
love to a needy world. 

This is a time for prayer. It is also a time 
for every member of St. Peter’s to make a 
commitment to support the mission and ministry 
which has been passed to us from the saints that 
have gone before us.   

St. Peter’s is not in crisis yet. And if we 
work together, any crisis can be averted. Faith 
and commitment are central. God has given us 
so much. How we respond is a sign of how 
thankful we are to the one who created us, the 
one who died to save us, and the one who 
promises us the gift of eternal life. 
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We, the people of St. Peter’s, have 
worked together for some fifteen years both to 
make the buildings safe and functional for 
ministry and to pay down the debt incurred to do 
so. Now, we are counting down our mortgage  
 

payoff in MONTHS – not years. All that 
remains now is for each of us to give faithfully 
to our Keys to the 21st Century Mortgage 
Reduction Fund so our debt is paid by the fall. 

The celebration is scheduled for All 
Saints Sunday, November 1, as we give thanks 
for the saints who provided St. Peter’s for us and 
as we do our part to assure that St. Peter’s will 
be here for future saints. There will be one 
morning worship service, and our guest preacher 
will be Bishop Samuel Zeiser. Details will be 
available in the September edition of The 
Courier. In the meantime, pray for our 
congregation, keep filling the 21st Century 
envelopes -- and SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Women of the ELCA 
Business Meeting - The women held 

their business meeting on June 10 to review 
ministries and to plan for the fall.    

The annual Bach Festival Ministry of 
Hospitality was held in May. Attendance was 
good, and the proceeds were used to support 
Missionaries Pastor Stephen and Dr. Jean 
Godsall-Myers and to help support several 
community ministries. 

Save the dates: The Bazaar is scheduled 
for Wednesday, November 4, from 10 AM to 2 
PM. Watch the September issue of The Courier 
for details.  

The Cedarbrook Annex bingo party will 
be November 10 at 6:30 PM. Begin now to 
gather prizes -- jewelry, knick-knacks, candy 
bars, small bags of snacks, note cards, and 
stamps. Bring your gifts to the Church Office. 
It’s important to have at least one prize for every 
resident. 
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The Women of the ELCA Bible study 

includes women of all ages. This summer the 
study is focusing on Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 
Intern Elizabeth Nees will usually be leading the 
studies.  

If your summer schedule allows you to 
participate, come on Tuesdays, July 7 and 21, 
and August 4 and 18, at 9 AM to the Trauger 
Room to participate with other women studying 
and searching what it means to be a woman of 
faith in today’s world.   

Should you have questions about this 
study group, please be in touch with Elizabeth 
Elterich or Elizabeth Nees. 
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Our Service of Farewell and Godspeed 

for Intern Elizabeth Nees is scheduled for 9:30 
AM on Sunday, August 23. Following worship, 
everyone is invited to a brunch in honor of 
Elizabeth.   

We’ll gather at the newly-remodeled 
Goosey Gander banquet room to share a meal 
and to present gifts and good wishes to 
Elizabeth. Confirmed members should have 
received an invitation. If you need a reservation 
form, please contact the Church Office so you 
can be part of the family gathering to wish 
Elizabeth well as she returns to Philadelphia for 
her final year of studies at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary.  

Please remember -- all reservations must 
be made and completely paid for by August 13. 
Every person will need to hand in a ticket at 
Goosey as you arrive for brunch. 

 

����������
 On Thursday, September 10, we will be 
taking a bus trip to see a performance of 
Abraham & Sarah at Sight and Sound. For more 
information or to sign up for the trip, please 
contact Betty Thompson. Join us for a day of fun 
and friends. 
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St. Peter’s is fortunate to welcome back 

The Jerusalem Singers, under the direction of 
Pete Deshler, at both morning worship services 
(8:15 and 9:30 AM) on Sunday, July 19th. 

This group of young people presents a 
wide variety of sacred music. Be sure to invite 
family and friends to be inspired by this 
wonderful gift of music! 
�
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Please save the date of Sunday, 

September 20, at the 8:15 AM service. 
Rehearsals will be held on Wednesdays, 
September 9, at 9:30 AM, and September 16, at 
11:45 AM. More details later. 

 

Reminder Postcards 
 

As of August 31, reminder postcards 
will no longer be mailed to Worship Ministers 
each week. As postage costs continue to climb, 
the weekly mailing has become too expensive to 
be part of St. Peter’s good stewardship. 

Each month when The Courier arrives in 
your home, be sure to turn to the “Worship 
Ministers Chart” and note on your calendar 
when you are scheduled to serve. If you have 
computer access, you can also check the weekly 
“St. Peter’s News” for the list of Worship 
Ministers for the coming Sunday.   

As we work together, we can be good 
stewards of both our financial resources and our 
time and talents.  
 

 
 
 
 

September Courier Deadline 
The deadline for the September Courier 

is Sunday, August 9. Please place your articles 
in the editor’s mailbox or email them to her at 
courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
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Sponsorships Available 
 

If you are interested in any of these 
sponsorships, please call the Church Office at 
610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary Linda 
Zrinski. 
 

July 12 
Altar Flowers - $45.00 

 

August 
Newspaper Ad - $25.00 

Children’s Bulletins - $12.00 
 

August 23 
Altar Flowers - $45.00 

 

September 
Newspaper Ad - $25.00 

 

September 6 
Bulletin - $18.00 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) will meet in Assembly in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, from August 17 
through 23. Voting members from every Synod 
will gather to care for the business of the 
Church, to worship, to learn, and to share with 
one another in the name of the Lord.  

Our Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, 
led by Bishop Zeiser, sends the second largest 
delegation to Assembly. Pastor Barbara Davis 
and Associate in Ministry Barbara Taylor will be 
serving as voting members. 

Please hold all gathered at the Assembly 
in prayer. To follow the work of the Assembly, 
visit www.elca.org.    
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ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson 

called us all to prayer during the fifty days 
leading up to the Churchwide Assembly. A 
special petition will be included in the Prayers of 
the People each Sunday. Suggested daily and 
weekly prayers were printed in the June edition 
of The Courier. 

 

During the days when the Assembly is 
in session, be sure to hold the voting members, 
visitors, and all participants in daily prayer.  
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Over the summer months, staff members 
may be taking some vacation time. If you have a 
pastoral emergency after office hours, call the 
Church Office and listen to the voicemail to find 
out which staff members are on call. Then call 
one of those two people and explain the 
emergency so you can get the needed help.  

When the Parish Secretary is on 
vacation, the Church Office will be staffed by a 
volunteer from 9 AM to Noon. Please plan your 
calls and visits during those hours, because other 
staff members come and go for meetings, visits, 
etc.  

Please do not leave messages at a staff 
member’s home. If that person is away, it could 
be quite some time until anyone would hear the 
message. Please help keep the lines of 
communication open.  
 

Hiking Through  
“Discovery Canyon” 

The children, youth, and adults who 
hiked through “Discovery Canyon” during St. 
Peter’s annual VBS had a great time. The critters 
they met along the hike -- Liz the Lizard, Max 
the Mantis, Olivia the Owl, Blossom the Burro, 
and Felix the Fox -- led everyone on a safe, 
learning journey through the Canyon. We heard 
lively stories about God’s faithfulness and care 
for God’s family, sang wonderful songs, ate 
together as a family, and enjoyed some amazing 
canyon snacks. 

Thanks to everyone who participated in 
any way! Brian Wiles-Young and Adam King 
set the stage with an amazing Canyon/Critter 
backdrop, which is still hanging in the Social 
Room. Ron Frankenfield and Ed & Connie 
Wirth made some special effects to make the 
week very enjoyable for everyone who attended. 
Many of our youth worked on props and other 
items that made for a great week. Several adults 
and older youth served as canyon guides, taking  
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the children and younger youth through the 
various learning areas each session. Mr. Roberts 
played the guitar, and Pastor Roberts led the 
wonderful music. 

Thanks also to those who contributed 
supplies for suppers, snacks, and crafts. That 
was a great help. Thanks for the contributions 
that will travel with Pastor Roberts and Kathy 
Thomforde to Tanzania -- sharing God’s love 
with children at Madihani Lutheran Church, our 
partner congregation in Tanzania. 

VBS is the family of God exploring, 
hiking, singing, learning, eating, and growing in 
faith and understanding together. 

If you missed this year, how about 
marking your calendar NOW for VBS 2010, 
which will be held Sunday through Thursday, 
June 20-24. 
 

Ready to GO! 
�

Seven youth and three adults are almost 
packed and ready to go to the 2009 ELCA 
YOUTH GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS. 
St. Peter’s group will be leaving the parking lot 
by 6 AM on Tuesday, July 21, driving down to 
Philadelphia International Airport for the flight 
to New Orleans, stopping in Miami on the way 
down. On the way home, the stop will be in 
Houston. Flying will be a brand new adventure 
for a few members of the group. Being with 
36,000 other Lutherans will be amazing for all!   

Arriving on Tuesday will allow the 
group time to begin to adapt to heat and 
humidity before the event begins on Wednesday 
evening. From the time the Super Dome doors 
open on Wednesday evening until they close 
following the Sunday Worship on the 26th, there 
will be very little down time! On Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, 12,000 youth and adults 
will be transported throughout New Orleans to 
do their Servant Events. Imagine organizing that 
project! Each evening the 36,000 will gather in 
the Super Dome for singing, dancing, praying, 
and listening to speakers from around the world 
share their experiences as children of God. As 
always, St. Peter’s will work to leave New 
Orleans a better place when we leave -- by doing  
 
 
 

our Servant Event and by tithing what we earned 
as an offering at the Communion Worship on 
Sunday morning. 

Please keep everyone who is attending 
the Gathering in your prayers. Pray also for 
those who have spent the last three years 
organizing and planning for this awesome faith 
journey. The St. Peter’s group looks forward to 
catching up with Kelly Jannett and Drew 
Goodson, both of whom are young adult 
volunteers at the Gathering. We will have plenty 
of stories and pictures to share when we return 
home. We should be back in Bethlehem around 
7 PM on Monday, July 27. 
     

You Can Give a Youth 
Gathering Offering 

 
Each Youth Gathering has its unique 

qualities, and this year that shows in the ways 
people can contribute in kind offerings at the 
Gathering. In years past we have carted canned 
goods, rolls of quarters, children’s books, and 
gift cards. This year the Gathering Office is 
encouraging everyone to go on-line at 
http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/you
thgiving_gift.asp and choose one of the projects 
and contribute. The giving categories reflect the 
6 areas of the Servant Events: Literacy, Housing, 
The Arts & Culture, Environment (St. Peter’s 
Servant Event area), Health & Wellness, and 
Wealth & Poverty. You can choose the category 
and the amount you want to contribute and do so 
on-line. 

If you don’t want to do an on-line 
contribution, please see ‘Miss’ Liz. There is a 
print-out of the possible contribution items 
hanging on her office door. She will gladly take 
care of doing the on-line contribution for you. 
This is another way that you can use Your 
Hands for God’s Work – by helping to rebuild 
New Orleans. 
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Baptismal Anniversaries 
 

Each Sunday in the SCS openings and 
classes, there is a celebration of Baptism. The 
names of those celebrating their Baptismal 
Anniversaries are read, and then a prayer is said 
and a song sung. Please pray for these children 
and young people whose Baptismal Anniversary 
falls in July and August: 

 

Talia Lehr – July 13 
Gavin Snyder – July 15 

Douglas Bleier – August 3 
Anna Lehr – August 6 

Brandon Scott Gubich – August 11 
Logan Kenneth Frankenfield – August 12 

Nicolas Patric Ampietro – August 20 
Caden Snyder – August 20 
Halle Zrinski – August 22 

Karli Inez Abrantes – August 28 
Daniel Lehr – August 28 
Mya Mark – August 31 
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As we await the late August arrival of 

St. Peter’s 2009-10 Intern, Stacy Lauer-
Scovanner, and her husband Ryan Scovanner, 
we will prepare to stock their cupboards with 
some food staples and supplies. Interns are 
always very appreciative of the stocked kitchen 
when they arrive. It is a great way of welcoming 
them. 

Beginning July 1, you may stop by the 
lower narthex and choose a slip or two off the 
“Shower of Blessings” umbrella, purchase the 
item(s) specified, and return it (them) to the 
Reception Area tables no later than August 25th. 
The items will be taken to the apartment on 
move-in day, Saturday, August 29th. Thanks in 
advance for helping with this welcoming 
“Shower of Blessings!” 
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Youth of all ages and any adults who wish 
to attend are welcome to a pizza and miniature golf 
farewell to Intern Elizabeth Nees on Sunday, 
August 16th. We’ll gather in the Reception Area 
after the 9:30 AM Worship Service and have a 
pizza party. 

Then we will travel by car to play golf at 
the Oasis Miniature Golf on Schoenersville Road. 
The afternoon will conclude with the “tradition” of 
ice cream cones! 

To be included in the fun, you need to 
sign up by Wednesday, August 12th, on the sheet 
on ‘Miss’ Liz’s door. 

This is a fun time to remember the good 
things of the past year and to wish Elizabeth Nees 
God’s blessings as she goes back to The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia to continue 
her path toward ordained ministry. 
�
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Mark your calendar for Monday, August 

24, at 6 PM to help move Intern Elizabeth Nees 
out of the Intern apartment. She will return to 
The Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia for her senior year. 

Also, save Saturday, August 29, at 10 
AM to help move our 2009-2010 Intern, Stacy 
Lauer-Scovanner, and her husband Ryan, into 
the apartment. This is a great opportunity to 
meet our new Intern and welcome her and her 
husband to Bethlehem. 

 

Annual Youth & Young 
Adult Fall Retreat 

 
If you are a youth in Confirmation Class 

or older or a young adult (under 30) of the St. 
Peter’s Congregation, it is time to put these dates 
-- SEPTEMBER 18-20 -- on your calendar! 
Those are the dates for the annual fall retreat at 
Central Oak Heights in central Pennsylvania. It 
is not too early to tell employers, coaches, and 
family that you already have plans for that 
weekend!   
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We will be leaving the St. Peter’s 
parking lot around 5:30 PM on Friday and will 
return by 3 PM on Sunday. 

Registration information and complete 
details will be mailed in early August to those 
who are eligible. Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, St. 
Peter’s 2009-10 Intern, will be part of the Adult 
Team. 
 

Look Who’s Having a Birthday 
  

Please remember, with notes and cards, 
the following homebound members who are 
celebrating their birthdays this month: 

 

Jane Clay – July 5 
 

Emmy Neamand – July 16 
 

Joyce Mingora – July 19 
 

Ken Tuohig – July 19 
 

Margie Bunderla – July 24 
 

Carol J. Groman – August 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With Many Thanks!   
 

From L. Eleanor Chase to Joan and Bob 
Helman for delivering altar flowers to her while 
she was hospitalized. 
 

 

To all who helped to plant the 
geraniums around the building: Sharon Ann 
Burns, Ron Frankenfield, Joan Glancy, Connie 
& Morris Litrenta, Intern Elizabeth Nees, Al 
Radtke, Chris & Dave Struble, Barbara Taylor, 
Connie & Ed Wirth, and Becky, Keith, Josh & 
Matthew Young. 

From Barbara Young for Thrivent 
Builds with Habitat for Humanity to those who 
volunteered to help build the homes and to those 
who prepared the two meals to feed other 
volunteers who worked as builders. 

From Jay, Michelle, Tori and Jordan 
Geiger: “We would like to thank everyone for 
their get well cards, wishes, kindness and 
concern while Tori was sick. It really lifted her 
spirits and is comforting to know the many 
people thinking and praying for her."  

From Donna-Marie Dorney and Gerry 
Miller: “for all of your loving support, prayers, 
and cards throughout our many hospital visits. 
Thank you to Pastor Roberts, Pastor Spieker, 
and Intern Elizabeth for your visits, and the 
beautiful flowers. Your caring prayers helped so 
very much.” 

From Roma Ziegler to the staff and all 
the members of St. Peter’s who sent cards and 
prayed for her.   

From Joyce Harmony to the staff and all 
the members of St. Peter’s who have expressed 
concern by calls, cards, notes, and prayers. A 
special thank you to Pastor Roberts for her 
prayers, to Intern Elizabeth Nees and Pastor 
Spieker for their visits while she was in the 
hospital, to Harriet Tonkins for her visit and for 
the delicious soup and rolls, and to Susan 
Swavely and Rene Rawhouser for their many 
kindnesses and the transportation to medical 
appointments.   
 

 
Coffee Corner 

St. Peter’s is well-known as a 
congregation that provides wonderful 
hospitality, both to visitors and to one another. 
The Sunday morning Coffee Corner is a great 
place to meet to chat with others. 

The Hospitality and Care Committee is 
now in the process of planning for the fall, and 
they need your help. What can each of us do? 
You can . . . 
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�  Bring in apple juice or snacks. Shop for 

sales over the summer, but be sure to 
check expiration dates. 

�  Choose a Sunday (beginning with 
September 13) to host Coffee Corner. 
Call the Church Office and we’ll save 
that special day for you. 

As we all work together, we can be sure to 
keep this important ministry of hospitality 
going. 
 

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
 
25 Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals 

  each $22.00 
Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas        $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                               each $150.00  
ADF         $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                  each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables   each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund  Any Amount 
Youth Gathering   Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 

NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 
2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 

more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be purchased 
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the 
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00. 
4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, Evelyn 
Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for more 
information.  
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 
 Currently, Pastor’s Fund has less than a 
$500 balance. During these warm summer 
months, please remember those who need food 
and shelter and those who may face an 
emergency. 
 To help our neighbors in need, you may 
place your gift (check made payable to St. 
Peter’s) in an envelope and mark it, “Pastor’s 
Fund.” Place it in the offering or mail it to the 
Church Office. 
 When each person gives a little, many 
people can be helped in the name of Christ. 

����������	�
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The people of God at Madihani and at 
St. Peter’s are brothers and sisters in Christ who 
pray for one another every Sunday. In 
September, Pastor Roberts & Kathy Thomforde 
will be part of the Companion Synod trip to 
Tanzania to visit, to share, and to learn. Through 
their visit, we can provide meaningful, life-
saving gifts for our sisters and brothers.     

Two items needed by our partner 
congregation are: 

 

���  Sewing machine - $175 each 
Tool kit - $65 each 

 

To fund a gift or any part of an item, 
place you donation in an envelope and place it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the Church Office. 
Make checks payable to St. Peter’s and write 
“Tanzania” on the memo line. These items will 
be bought in Tanzania. 

We will also collect the following items, 
which Pastor Roberts and Kathy Thomforde will 
take with them: 

 

�  Pencils and pens 
�  Small pencil sharpeners 

�  Small boxes of colored pencils 
�  Light-weight Frisbees 

�  Packages of peanut butter crackers 
�  Children’s T-shirts: plain or striped for boys 

and plain-colored or with a small pattern for 
girls (no logos or pictures, please) 

 

Thank you to all who will offer gifts and 
prayers to support this journey of faith. 
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You’re Invited to a 
Celebration! 

 
Please save Sunday, November 22, at 3 

PM to join the celebration of 25 years of 
ministry for Southside Ministries. We’ll gather 
for our annual Thanksgiving Worship and a 
reception at St. Peter’s. Coordinators and Clergy 
who served SSM in previous years have been 
invited to attend. 

All who were or are now part of SSM --- 
children, youth, and adults --- are encouraged to 
be part of the celebration. Please help spread the 
word and save the date!�
�

��
�!�����������
The Southside Ministries Better Buy 

Thrift Shop is now open for summer hours on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 
AM to 1 PM. Friday hours are from 10:30 AM 
to 1 PM. Stop by soon for a great selection for 
men, women, and children! 
�

���������
�

It’s Vacation Bible School time! 
“Discovery Canyon” is the theme this year for 
VBS sponsored by Southside Ministries. Groups 
are available for children who will be entering 
kindergarten to those finishing sixth grade. 
Sessions will be held on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from July 6 through July 22, from 6 
to 8 PM. Each evening will include music, Bible 
stories, games, snacks, and arts & crafts. On 
Friday, July 24, at 7 PM, the students and staff 
will present a closing program for families and 
friends. All activities are held at Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity. Contact the Church 
Office for registration forms and be part of the 
fun! 
 

SSM Festival 
 

The Family Fun Festival is scheduled 
for Saturday, August 15, from 5:30 to 7 PM at 
University Parish of Holy Ghost on Carlton 
Avenue. Come for a day of fun before it’s back-
to-school time. Everyone is welcome and 
everything is free. Enjoy face painting, balloon  

 
sculptures, games, pizza, snacks, and the famous 
“Prize Walk.” It’s always hard to tell who is 
having the most fun --- the children, the youth or 
the adults! Mark your calendar and save the 
date.  
�
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On Saturday, August 15, Southside 

Ministries will host its annual Community Fun 
Fair from 5:30 to 7 PM at University Parish of 
Holy Ghost on Carlton Avenue. The event is 
open to everyone (children, youth, and adults) 
and is an end-of-summer celebration, a chance 
for lots of fun before school starts again. 

Pizza and snacks are served. Children 
enjoy balloon sculptures, face, painting, and 
games. And, everyone looks forward to the prize 
walk! It’s like the old-fashioned cake 
walk. Everyone walks in a circle, and when the 
music stops, the person standing on the number 
that is drawn at random gets to select a prize 
from prize table. 

This is where your help is needed. In 
order for many participants to win, many prizes 
are needed. Last year about 100 people 
attended. As you shop over the summer or as 
you do some house cleaning, please gather small 
items in good condition --- knick-knacks, toys, 
stuffed animals, etc. Please contact the Church 
Office or the Southside Ministries Office (610-
865-9405) to arrange to drop off your donations. 

Your gifts will bring smiles to many 
faces. Thank you for sharing the love of God 
with our neighbors. 
 

Fountain Hill Cemetery 
News 

 

Work continues at the cemetery, thanks 
to donations of both money and volunteer time. 
The four large trees that blew down over the 
winter have been removed, the Meditation Area 
has been completed, and a new power line has 
been run. 

There is still much repair work to do 
and, of course, there is always on-going 
maintenance. To offer help, contact St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Board representative Glenn 
Breidenbach. Donations can be mailed to Box 
5175, Bethlehem, PA, 18015. 
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Help Is Just a Click Away 
 

Hunger, illiteracy, cancer, childhood 
illnesses, animals suffering, the Rainforest being 
depleted…. YOU can help work toward solving 
these six problems in 30 seconds! Interested? 
It’s easy! 

Each day as you prepare to close down 
your computer, click on thehungersite.com. 
You may click on “give food,” and the sponsors 
of the site will donate a portion of food for every 
click. There is no cost to you. 

Then simply click on each tab, click on 
the spot to donate, and you’ve given six gifts in 
under a minute! 

A little from each of us adds up to mean 
a lot of love shared with others.    
�
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Hunger in children – the ELCA website 

notes that:  
 

�  In the U.S., 12.6 million children are 
hungry or at risk of becoming hungry. 

�  In the developing world, 20 million 
low-birth-weight babies are born each year. 
They are at risk of dying in infancy or suffering 
lifelong physical or cognitive disabilities. 

�  3/4 of all deaths in children under age 
5 in the developing world are caused by 
malnutrition or related diseases. 
   �  Each day in the developing world, 
16,000 children die from hunger or preventable 
diseases such as diarrhea, acute respiratory 
infections, or malaria. Malnutrition is associated 
with over half of those deaths. That is equal to 1 
child every 5.4 seconds. 
   �  Hungry children are more likely to be 
ill and absent from school. 
   �  Hungry children suffer from 2 to 4 
times more individual health problems--such as 
unwanted weight loss, fatigue, headaches, 
irritability, inability to concentrate, and frequent 
colds--as low-income children whose families 
do not experience food shortages.  

To help, write a check payable to St. 
Peter’s, write “World Hunger” in the memo line, 
and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the 
Church Office. Then pray each day that God will 
work through us to care for those in need. 
 

 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8 AM to 3 PM 

Friday: 9 AM to NOON 
FAX: 610-867-1249 

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 
www.stpetersbethlehem.org 

 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for                
Education/Youth/Outreach 

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish Administration 
 

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:          8:15 & 9:30 AM Worship in Nave 
       6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel  
                

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings 
for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 
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. . .you or another member of St. Peter’s is 
admitted to the hospital or to a care facility. 
. . .your telephone number, address, or email has 
changed. 
. . . new baby has been born in your family. 
. . .you need to share a concern with Pastor 
Roberts or another staff member. 
 

Please help keep the lines of 
communication open among the members of our 
family of faith. 


