St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

It was raining on June 3, 1979. | know
because on that Day of Pentecost, ten
other seminary graduates and | had to
make a mad outside dash in our
vestments from the back of the church
to the front entrance. There was no
other way to get from where we had
vested to the narthex of Messiah
Lutheran Church on Broad Street in
Philadelphia. And we needed to be in
the narthex, lined up and ready to
process for our Service of Ordination.

Anniversaries can bring with them a
variety of memories, some big and
some not so big. | remember the rain.
| also remember that in the prayers
they kept praying for “these men” who
were being ordained. The
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod had
forgotten to edit the bulletin. (I was the
only woman among the eleven.) But
my family and friends kept adding “and
woman” every time the prayers were
said!

My children were at my ordination,
probably with no idea how that rainy
day would change their lives. They
were only 4, 6, and 8. Of course, my
husband was there, as well as my
parents and two cousins and an aunt

from Minnesota. My aunt had just
been widowed a few months before,

but she wanted to be at the
Ordination Service to celebrate with
me.

A few weeks ago on Good Shepherd
Sunday (May 3), one of the people who
helped to shepherd me toward that day
of Ordination died. The Rev. Dr.
Robert Bornemann was my Old
Testament and Hebrew professor. He
also directed the Seminary Choir, in
which | sang during my four years at
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia. Dr. Bornemann helped to
deepen my excitement for the study of
the Holy Scriptures. He also shared
with  me a variety of music which
spanned over a thousand years of
Church History, as well music he had
composed or arranged himself. One of
my favorites is a Hebrew piece:
“Hinneh Mah Tov.” It is based on
Psalm 133:1 — “Behold how good and
pleasant it is for brothers and sisters to
dwell together in unity!”

Anniversaries are also times for
celebration. | give thanks that God has
called us together as brothers and
sisters in Christ. Blessings!

In Christ,

//{I?' o) M

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



June Worship Highlights

Wednesday, June 3 10:30 AM — Holy Communion & Hegln the

Chapel
Sunday, June 7 The Holy Trinity
»ﬁﬁ’ﬁ% 9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
a&’ -, ) 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel
YO OA

Wednésday,gJune 10 10:30 AM — Holy Communion inGhapel

Surday, June 14 "d Sunday after Pentecost
8:15 & 9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, June 17 10:30 AM — Holy Communion inGhapel
Sunday, June 21 "“Sunday after Pentecost

PN 8:15 & 9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
7 2N 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesda;j, June 24 10:30 AM — Holy Communion inGhapel

Sunday, June 28 "Sunday after Pentecost
8:15 & 9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 (a non-profit
organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. Edith B. Roberts. All questions
about the publication can be addressed to the editor at the Church Office,
telephone 610-867-0519.




Elizabeth’s Editorial

The first weekend in June, the
Northeastern Pennsylvania synod will hold
its annual Assembly. This is a time for us, as
a part of the larger church, to look at our life
together and to discern where God is calling
us and how we can work together in the
world.

On Sunday, Juné"7we will celebrate
with Pastor Roberts on the"3®nniversary
of her Ordination. This will be a time to
thank God for all the ways Pastor Roberts
has helped the church to grow in her 30
years of ministry.

On June 1% we will gather for the
LIFT event. This is an opportunity to share
with people from around the Northeastern
Pennsylvania synod in education, music,
worship, and fun.

Our congregation will offer Vacation
Bible School for all ages from Sunday, June

May 31" of this year marked the Festival of
Pentecost. This is the festival when the church
celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit that has
been poured upon all of us. We read the story of
the early church in Acts 2, in which the Holy
Spirit fills Jesus’ followers and causes them to
speak in different languages. This community,
filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit, is then se
out into the world, characterized by worship and
service.

The Day of Pentecost is the final day of the
50 days of the Easter Season. It marks a new
season of the church year by the same name:
Pentecost. The Season of Pentecost is also
referred to as “Ordinary Time” and is marked by
the color green. It is the longest church season
and makes up about half of the church year. The
Season of Pentecost will stretch from May 3
November 22, the last Sunday of the churchg W’:

L,\w....—m

. : . 21 through Thursday, June 25. This will be
year: Christ the King Sunday. . o

For many months we have had great i/?/ En oplpgrtunltydfct)r us to;igpan? ou;hB|bI|caI
festivals and celebrations in the life of the %‘%’ﬁ nowie Qte and fo spend time together as a
church, such as Christmas and Easter. The "Q@ community.

Also, during the month of June, the
youth of our congregation will continue to
gather for “Whatever Wednesdays” on a bi-
monthly basis. During the summer, the
youth will focus their time on service in the
community. The seven youth attending the
ELCA youth gathering in July will also
continue to meet together to build
community and prepare for the Spirit-filled
youth gathering.

feasts and grand celebrations come to a close‘ﬁ?éfﬁiw
Pentecost and as the Church, we enter into an
ordinary time. Pentecost is the season in which

we dig into our own ordinary lives with the good

news of the risen Christ and the gift of the Holy

Spirit within us. Unlike seasons such as Easter

and Christmas, the themes of Pentecost are not

as obvious; there is not one single, dominant

focus or direction. However, Pentecost, this

ordinary time, is far from stagnant. This is a

season in which we take time for growth both as Filled with the Holy Spirit, we at St. Peter’s
individuals and as the church. The green color of — are encouraging growth in and through the
the Season of Pentecost reminds us of growth, ordinary parts of our lives. You are invited to
and nature’s season of Summer reminds us of participate in these activities as you are able.
the same thing. New plants and crops are taking ~ You are invited to enter into your own
root and growing all around us. The sounds of individual journey. You are invited to pray for
birds and children playing flow through our St. Peter’s congregation and our life together as
open windows. These Signs of growth in our the church, that during this Pentecost season, we
ordinary lives remind us of the abundance of may all encounter God in the ordinary times of
God, even in the ordinary places of our lives. our lives.

Filled by the Holy Spirit, we as a Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern

congregation will be engaging in activities that
promote growth during this Pentecost season.




A motion was approved to:

-- Provide financial support, from the Ministry
Fund, for Adam Kolman'’s participation in the
Youth Companion Synod trip to Tanzania in the
summer of 2010.

-- Confirm our commitment to Head Start for the
use of classroom sites in the 2009-2010 school
year.

-- Accept the resignations of Sharon Strobel and
Lee Rayden from the Intern Support Committee,
effective August 24, 2009, with thanks for their
years of service, and a special “thank you” to
Lee for chairing the committee.

-- Appoint Kathy Thomforde to serve on the
Intern Support Committee effective August 25,
2009.

-- Authorize the filing of the 2010-2011 Horizon
Intern Application.

Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Studyvill be held on
Tuesdays, June 2 & 16, from 9 AM to 10:30 AM
in the Trauger Room. All women are invited to
come, as we begin our summer study. It's
informal, fun, and friendly, and no special
knowledge of the Bible is required. We all learn
together!

Bach Ministry of Hospitality St. Peter’'s
Women of the ELCA once again hosted two
“Bach Ministry of Hospitality” weekends last
month — for the 43year in a row! Those who
visited shared how thankful they are for the
good food, for the friendliness of St. Peter’s, and
for a place to rest. Thank you to all who helped
to make this ministry happen!

Business Meeting 9:00 AM on
Wednesday, June 10, in the Trauger Room. This
is your opportunity to learn how the organization
works, to hear the results of our Bach Ministry
of Hospitality, and to determine the
disbursement of monies received. Mark your
calendar and plan to attend.

Mary the Mother of Jesus will be the
focus of the Women of the ELCA Bible studies
for June, July, and August. There will be time to
consider Mary, the teenage mother of Jesus;
Mary, the new mother, holding her baby boy;
Mary, the mother of a pre-teen seeking
independence; Mary, the friend and cousin;
Mary, the Mother of a dying Jesus; and Mary,
the leader in the growing new Christian church.

The group gathers in the Trauger Room
on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
The summer Bible study sessions will be led by
Intern Elizabeth Nees. Come whenever you can.
You will be welcomed!

On Tuesday, June 2, following the
morning Bible Study session, the women will
gather for their beginning-of-summer luncheon
in the Reception Area. This is an event for all
women of St. Peter’s to gather for some good
food and conversation.

Come with your sisters of St. Peter’s,
and bring along a friend, read the Scriptures, and
grow in faith and friendship as sisters of faith.

During the summer, it is essential that
St. Peter's members use thé'Zentury
envelopes in the box of offering envelopes. The
mortgage payment comes due each month, and
the only way it gets paid is through the giving of
St. Peter's members. As birthdays, baptisms,
graduations, wedding anniversaries, and other
special events occur in your life, consider the
gift of One Share ($100) or ¥2 Share ($50) of
Interest for a Day in the Keys to the*Xentury
Mortgage Fund. Call the Parish Secretary to
arrange for the Sunday when you want your gift
listed in the bulletin. Working together, we can
keep our mortgage commitment during the
summer and celebrate our mortgage burning on
November {.



The usual summer schedule of Sund \8
mornin% worship at 8:15 and 9:30 AM began
May 2

)
6:30 PM each Sunday, and Wednesday mor.....J

worship continues at 10:30 AM each week.

This year there will be two exceptions to
this schedule. On Sunday, Jurie there will be
one morning worship service at 9:30 AM to
celebrate Pastor Roberts™38nniversary of
Ordination. And on Sunday, August®3here
will also be one morning worship service at 9:30
AM, as we bid Farewell and Godspeed to Intern
Elizabeth Nees.

During these summer months, as we
enjoy the beauty of God'’s creation, let's keep
our commitment to the Lord by making weekly
worship a part of our lives.

There are sunny yellow “Summer;g,fj;if;f 1

Sonshine” envelopes for June, July, and
in each offering envelope box. Please i
prayerfully consider using each of these for a
special gift during each summer month. Your
gifts help to plant seeds for the fall programming
to begin in September.

EOLIFT

Lutherans in Faith Together

Saturday, June 13, is just a short time away.
If you haven't registered yet for the 2009 LIFT
event, there will be the opportunity to register
on-site at the Muhlenberg College Life Sports
Center as a walk-in. The choices of some of the
workshops may be limited, but there is still
plenty to see, sing, worship, play, eat, learn,
listen to, and enjoy.

See ‘Miss’ Liz if you have any questions!

You don’t want to miss this opportunity to
have fun and be part of a large group of
L utherand n Faith Together!

The Vacation Bible School 2009
adventure will take place in Discovery Canyon!
We'll visit the big mountains and meet some
new critters! Our adventure will begin on
Sunday, June 21, at 11 AM with the theme --
REJOICE -- and our introduction to Liz the
Lizard. On day two, Monday -- PRAY -- we will
meet Max the Mantis. On day three, Tuesday --
ASK -- we will meet Olivia the Owl. On day
four, Wednesday -- TELL -- we will meet
Blossom the Burro. On day five, Thursday --
SEEK -- we will meet Felix the Fox. We will
come to understand all five themes of the day
and get to know the five different critters very
well during our week together.

Each session of VBS will include a light
meal, an Opening with story and song, story-

«%& telling in the Canyon tent, snacks, arts and crafts

activities, science-related activities, and new

=42 friends and fun.

IF you are not registered for the 2009
VBS, see ‘Miss’ Liz this week, to make sure
there is a place for you. REMEMBER: VBS is
for all ages from Nursery age through adults!

Note to VBS Staff: There will be a VBS
planning meeting on Monday, June 8, from 7 to
8 PM in the Trauger Room.

VBS Singers

On Sunday, June 28, all those who
participated in Vacation Bible School will be
sharing some of their VBS songs and energy
during morning worship. Be sure to wear your
Discovery Canyon T-shirts!

*k kK * *% * *%k%k * *% *




CONFIRMATION:
Tyrin Rivera — May 31, 2009

In about six weeks, 36,00Qutherans
will arrive by bus, plane, train, and cars in New
Orleans for the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering.
Young adults from around the world, young
adults from a wide variety of church settings,
young adults with a wide range of interests and
abilities will come together to praise JESUS, do
JUSTICE, and listen to JAZZ.

St. Peter’s group of seven youth and
three advisors have worked together on funding
projects, group building, Bible studies, and just
getting to know each other well over the past
few months. During the meetings in June, the
group will write their group covenant, their
promises to each other and to God about how
they will behave, what they hope to learn, and
how they will continue on their faith journey
during their seven days in New Orleans.

On one of the days, the group will ,"&
participate in a servant event to help the Nem' 0
Orleans environment. One of the amazing ple’co§
of this Gathering is that over those three days,
all 36,000 youth and adults will go out on
servant events -- 12,000 each day! Never before
has everyone had the opportunity to do servant
events at a Gathering. The group will certainly
have stories to tell about this part of the
Gathering adventure.

Again, the 2009 Gathering Group wants
to thank everyone for their prayers, words of
encouragement, and financial support as we
come near to the end of our preparations and
start counting the days until we leave on this
awesome faith adventure. Please continue to
pray, not just for the St. Peter’s group, but fior a
those 36,000youth and adults, and especially
for those ELCA staff people and all the
volunteers who are planning and organlzmg this
amazing faith adventure. , \

On April 21*, Pastor Roberts, Intern
Elizabeth Nees, and Associates in Ministry
Elizabeth Elterich and Barbara Taylor were
invited to the celebration breakfast sponsored by
Community Services for Children, Inc., which
oversees the Head Start program. Following the
meal, the 2009 Circle Awards were presented.

St. Peter’s was honored as the
Outstanding Community Partner for the year.
Our congregation has hosted Head Start
classrooms since 1983. Presenter Zelda
Bogdonoff, Director of Early Childhood
Education, noted that through this ministry of
hospitality, we have touched the lives of over
1,000 children and their families.

Elizabeth Elterich accepted the award on
behalf of St. Peter’s and shared our joy and
commitment to this opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of children and their
families. Stop by the table outside the Church
Office to view the award certificate.

St. Peter’s is fortunate to welcome back
The Jerusalem Singers, under the direction of
Pete Deshler, at both morning worship services
(8:15 and 9:30 AM) on Sunday, July"™9

This group of young people presents a
wide variety of sacred music. Be sure to invite
family and friends to be inspired by this
wonderful gift of music!

Tori Geiger, an eighth grader at
Northeast Middle School, received the Best
Musician award on Thursday, April 23, 2009,
following the Northeast orchestra’s spring
concert. Tori plays the clarinet in the orchestra.
Tori will attend Liberty High School in
September.



We have received information about the
following graduations:

Freedom High School:
Kelly Fackenthall

Liberty High School:

Brandi Brader
Penn State University

Alicia Mason

We thank families for responding to the
request for graduation information so we can
celebrate these milestones.

Baptismal Anniversaries

During the school year, Sunday Church
School openings include a celebration of
Baptism. The names of those celebrating their
Baptismal anniversaries are read, and then a
prayer is said and a song sung. Please pray for
the children and young people whose Baptismal
Anniversary falls in June.

“Jesus, you touched us through the
water at our Baptism, and we became yours!
Celebrate with us as we remember ---'s Baptism.
Thank you for washing our sins away.” Amen.
(Rejoice Songboglp. 13, Copyright 1990,
Augsburg Fortress)

June Baptismal Anniversaries:

Cassandra Fantasia — June 9
Alisia Drayton — June 10
Rachel Fackenthall — June 11
Karly Myers — June 12
Andrew Rupp — June 13
Abigail Rolls — June 18
Micah Kolman — June 20
Andrew Reichard — June 28
Ashlan Snyder — June 29
Rebecca Derham — June 30

Fathers Day

On Fathers Day, we as Christians give
thanks to God for all the men in our lives who
have had a special impact on our journeys of
faith. This year, in thanksgiving for these
blessings in our lives, we will take the
opportunity to provide blessings for the people
of Madihani Lutheran Church, our Partner
Congregation in Tanzania. We will take a
special offering to buy tool kits for young men.
These tool kits will allow them to learn a trade
and to repair their own homes. Our Fathers Day
offering will be a blessing to families on the
other side of the world!

Look Who's Having a Birthday

Please remember, with notes and cards,
the following homebound members who are
celebrating their birthdays this month:

Rosemarie Ummarino — June 4
David Bartholomew — June 5
Lorraine Gaugler — June 9
Doris Brunnabend — June 12
Jean Boose — June 16

Donald Boose — June 29

Always

God will always forgive us,

No matter how often we ask.

God will always empower us

With strength for whatever the task.
God will never forsake us,

If we stumble or lose our way.

God always is loving us dearly,

In a glorious and wonderful way!

Peggy FerrellPrayers and Poems



2009-2010 Intern

St. Peter’s has been assigned another
Horizon Intern for the next academic year. Stacy
Lauer-Scovanner, a student at Trinity Theological
Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, will be arriving on
August 29. Stacy will be the first Intern to come to
St. Peter’s from Trinity! Her autobiography
follows this article.

Once again, we have the opportunity to be
a warm, welcoming place for a future Pastor of the
Church. The “Shower of Blessings” umbrella will
be in the Lower Narthex beginning JuR. Please
stop by, choose tags from the tree, purchase the
listed items, and return them no later than Sunday,
August 2% You can help welcome Stacy and her
husband Ryan and make them feel at home at St.
Peter’s!

The following introduction was received
from Stacy Lauer-Scovanner to help us to begin to
get to know her:

| am the eldest of two daughters, and |
was raised by loving parents and a small extended
family in a tiny town in northwestern Ohio. After
high school graduation, | moved to the “big” city
of Columbus and attended Capital University. At
first, | went through culture shock -- instead of
having one stoplight in the entire town, | had more
people and places than | could count. The
university itself was larger than the town that | had
grown up in.

While at Capital, | majored in both
religion and social work. | found loves in feminist
theology, campus ministry, and in working with
people who are homeless and who have been
victims of domestic violence. | spent time with
Lutheran Student Movement and the various
religious groups that were available. During my
junior year, | began dating Ryan Scovanner, whom
I married May 24, 2008.

| went immediately from Capital to Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, which was right across the
street. Throughout the summer before this, |
worked full-time as a social worker for Catholic
Social Services, and | have continued to be
employed part-time. | became aware of many of
the challenges that are facing people in the inner
city, and my interest in urban ministry continued to
grow. However, | also realized that material
assistance is not all that people need. Spiritual and
pastoral care are also necessary. This naturally

led to applying for an urban Horizon Internship
site.

| am finishing my second year at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, where | am working on my
Masters of Divinity degree, which | hope will lead
to ordination and service of Word and Sacrament
in the church. | am especially excited about St.
Peter’'s because the church combines two of my
interests. My passion for campus ministry that
developed at Capital will be lived out at St.
Peter’s. Also, | am excited about the work that the
church is doing in the surrounding neighborhoods
and throughout the world. | have a strong
incarnational theology, and | believe that Christ is
with us, providing us love and hope. This appears
to be very evident from everything that | have
gathered about St. Peter’s.

I am looking forward to beginning my
internship in September, but | am also excited
about my upcoming summer. Last summer | spent
time doing clinical pastoral education at a local
hospital where | found the beauty of being present
with people as they awaited death. This summer, |
hope to relax and spend time with my husband and
our families. We'll be walking, reading, and
watching movies while we enjoy the beautiful
sunshine. All the while, I look forward to learning
about each one of you and sharing about myself. |
think that we all have something to share, and |
can’'t wait to share myself with you as you share
yourself with me and we walk along the path as we
learn more about God’s love for us and for others.

Mark your calendar for Monday, August
24, at 6 PM to help move Intern Elizabeth Nees
out of the Intern apartment. She will return to The
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia for
her senior year.

Also, save Saturday, August 29, at 10 AM
to help move our 2009-2010 Intern, Stacy Lauer-
Scovanner, and her husband Ryan, into the
apartment. This is a great opportunity to meet our
new Intern and welcome her and her husband to
Bethlehem.



Summer Pipe Organ
Encounter

The Lehigh Valley Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists (AGO) has
selected St. Peter’s as one of the sites for fie Pi
Organ Encounter this summer. The Pipe Organ
Encounter is an educational outreach program
sponsored by the National AGO. Every year
different chapters of the National AGO take
turns hosting the event. It is a six-day program
that introduces young keyboard students ages
13-18 to the pipe organ. These youth may have
little to no experience playing the organ. The
hope is to encourage them to pursue further
organ studies.

The Pipe Organ Encounter will be held
the week of June 21-26. Youth from several
states will meet for daily organ lessons,
workshops, and concerts in the Lehigh Valley.
Since St. Peter’s has a lovely pipe organ, St.
Peter’s was selected as one of the host sites for
this chapter event. During the week, two young
student participants will be receiving daily organ
lessons on St. Peter’s organ. The lessons will be
taught by one of the master teachers of the
AGO.

For further information about the event,
you can visit the Lehigh Valley Pipe Organ
Encounter website at
http://lwww.lvago.org/POE/poe.html. The
organ of St. Peter’s is featured in a webpage
found under the “Organ Locations” link.

With Many Thanks!

From Doris Brunnabend for all the cards
and prayers.

From Tony DeAngelis, Sr., for all the
cards, phone calls, and prayers received while
recovering from his fall.

From Rose Klotz to Pastor Spieker for
his visit; and to Linda Zrinski for her monthly
visits and updates on St. Peter's news. She
enjoyed the Easter daisy to brighten her room.

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshipymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride’s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21 Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be purchased
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, Bvely
Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for more
information.

As the team wrapped up another season
of Dart Baseball, the St. Peter's team ended up
finishing the first half with 16 wins and 20
losses, and finished the second half with 18 wins
and 18 losses for a final record of 34 wins and
38 losses. St. Peter’s team finishedfrpace
out of the 13 churches that make up the City
league. Fritz-Wesleyan won the City
championship, as well as the Lehigh Valley
Championship. St. Peter’'s team attendance has
greatly improved, and there are openings for
other members who would like to join the team.
One member of the team, Travis Frankenfield,
represented St. Peter's at the annual
City/Suburban All-Star match. He was the
leading hitter, with over 100 total hits, and had
the highest overall batting average.

Ron Frankenfield continues to serve as
Captain of the St. Peter’'s team. Anyone
interested in joining the team for the 2009-2010
season should contact Ron, or John Halleman
IV, 2009-2010 League President, or Tony
DeAngelis, Jr., Team Co-Captain.



There are those among us without
enough money to pay for their fuel or electric
bill, pay rent for a dry place to live, buy clothin
for their children, or place a healthy meal on the
table for their family. From time to time, Pastor
Roberts is asked to assist individuals and
families experiencing difficulties of a wide
variety. This fund has been heavily used over the
past few months and is running very low at
present. Contributions may be made by placing
your donations in a pew envelope and marking it
“Pastor’s Fund.” Won't you reach out to help a
neighbor in need?

The annual sale is scheduled for
Saturday, June"Bin the parking lot on E."4
Street across from St. John’s Windish Lutheran
Church. Shop from 10 AM to 3 PM for great
buys on clothing, household goods, and other
assorted items. Proceeds benefit south side
Bethlehem youth programs.

Volunteer workers are needed on June
6™ -- starting at 6:30 AM to unload trucks -- and
throughout the day until 5 PM. To sign up, send
an email toinmove@Lehigh.EDU

One of the ministries supported by St.
Peter’'s, as a member of Southside Ministries, is
SSM KIDS, an annual ecumenical Vacation
Bible School. The fun begins on Jul{}.6-rom
6-8 PM participants will explore a Bible Story,
share in the fun, and learn together. SSM KIDS
will meet at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity
on Mondays and Wednesdays through July 22.
On Friday, July 24, at 7 PM, family and friends
are invited to enjoy the closing celebration.
Groups are available for children who will enter
kindergarten in the fall through those completing
grade 6. Older youth are invited to volunteer to
serve as members of the Junior Staff. Class size
is limited, so register early.

Forms are now available from the
Church Office! If you have questions or need

more information, contact SSM Coordinator
Barbara Taylor at 610-867-0519. All are
welcome to be part of th®iscovery Canyon”
adventure. See you at “KIDS!”

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding
Bishop of the ELCA, invites every member of
the ELCA to be in prayer during the 50 days
leading up to the Churchwide Assembly,
scheduled for August 17-23 in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Bishop Hanson writes:

| invite you to join me in prayer that Churchwide
Assembly voting members, through their
proclamation, conversations, and decisions, will
give account of the source of the hope within
us. | Peter 1:3 points to God, the source of our
hope: "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
Even when we are not of one mind about all the
matters to be decided by the assembly, we have
a marvelous opportunity as a church body to
witness to the common source of our hope. In
fact, an appropriate prayer may be that God use
the diversity of our opinions to witness to one
Lord, one faith, and one Baptism.

How does it work?

For seven weeks leading up to the
assembly, this church will be invited into prayer
for the ELCA, for the voting members who will
gather in Minneapolis and for wisdom in
discernment with:

Daily prayer: starting June 29, pray one of
these prayers every day:

O God, you open the hearts of your faithful
people by sending into us the light of the Holy
Spirit.
Direct the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America by the light of that Spirit,
that we might have a right judgment in all things
and rejoice at all times in your peace;

10



through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
(Adapted fromELW Occasional Services for the
AssemblyQpening of an Assembly.)

Or

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic
church.
Fill it with all truth and peace.
Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in erfo
direct it;
where in anything it is amiss, reform it;
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is
divided, reunite it;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship)

Weekly prayer: use the scripture readings taken i

from the daily lectionary of the assembly:

Week of June 28 Joel 2:28-32
Reflecting on readings | Psalm 104:24-31,
and prayers for Mon. 35b

8/17 Romans 8:18-27
John 20:19-23
Week of July 5 Micah 6:1-8

Reflecting on readings | Psalm 15
and prayers for Tues. | Luke 4:16-21
8/18

Week of July 12 1Cor. 12:27-13:13
Reflecting on readings | Luke 9:1-6

and prayers for Wed.
8/19

Week of July 19 Philippians 2:1-13
Reflecting on readings | John 13:1-17

and prayers for Thurs.
8/20

Week of July 26 Leviticus 19:1-4, 9-
Reflecting on readings | 18

and prayers for Fri. 8/21) Psalm 119:33-40
John 15:9-17

Week of Aug. 2 Acts 2:42-47
Reflecting on readings | Luke 20:45 - 21:4
and prayers for Sat. 8/22

Week of Aug. 9 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-
Reflecting on readings | 18

and prayers for Sun. 8/23Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Sunday pravyers a petition will be offered

during the Prayers of the People for the Sundays

from June 28 — August 6 and one for each
August 16 and August 23.

Please join in prayer with Bishop Hanson and

tens of thousands of Lutheran Christians across

the country, reading scripture and praying
together as we prepare for Churchwide
Assembly.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outtka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 9:30 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynings
for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns - Couridtditor

11



