' St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

Worship is the most important part of our
Lenten journey. Each week we will hear a
Gospel reading which bring us closer to the
reality of Jesus’ sacrificial death. In those
stories, we are reminded of God’s gracious
love and care for us, demonstrated in the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

On the Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, we
will hear a parable about a fig tree. The tree
was not bearing fruit, and the owner of the
vineyard wanted to cut it down. But the
gardener begged the owner to spare the
tree and to give it another chance. There
are times when we are like that fig tree. We
can allow the joys or the challenges of life to
interfere with our relationship with God. The
good news is that God is always willing to
give us a second chance to renew our
commitment and strive to be the people that
God has created us to be — loving God and
loving our neighbors as ourselves.

On the Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14,
we will hear the parable known as The
Prodigal Son. In this familiar story, a young
man turns his back on his family and goes
out into the world to live by the world’s
values. He soon learns that he cannot
make it on his own and returns home. His
father greets him, not with anger and
judgment, but with open arms and
forgiveness. Again, we are reminded that
God wants us to be in the midst of the
family of faith. Those who stray will always
be welcomed with open arms and
forgiveness. Itis also a reminder that we all

need healing in our lives, including in our
relationships. Worship on March 14 will
include the Rite of Healing.

On the Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, we
will hear the story of one woman'’s response
to the power of Jesus’ love in her life. Mary
of Bethany anointed Jesus’ feet with costly
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair.
Neither the expense nor the fact that the
action was normally performed by a slave
stopped her from this demonstration of her
thankfulness.  When Judas complained
about the extravagance, Jesus responded
by saying that Mary was actually anointing
him for his death.

Finally, on March 28, Palm Sunday, also
known as the Sunday of the Passion, we
will experience again the Palm Sunday
Procession into Jerusalem and hear the
story of the Passion of our Lord. In this
story of arrest and trial and execution, the
reality of God’s love for us is made clear.

May Lent be a time when you become more
open to God’s love in your life.
In Christ,

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



March Worship Highlights

Wednesday, March 3

Sunday, March 7

Wednesday, March 10

Sunday, March 14

Wednesday, March 17

Sunday, March 21

Wednesday, March 24

Sunday, March 28

10:30 AM — Holy Communion andliig in the
Chapel

Third Sunday in Lent
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communion i @hapel

Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion and Healing in
the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion and Heallng in the
Chapel A o

10:30 AM — Holy Communion ia @hapel |\ 5‘
Fifth Sunday in Lent

8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communionhi@a €Chapel

Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion

8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion with the
Distribution of Palms and the Reading of the
Passion in the Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion with the Reading of
the Passion and the Distribution of Palms in the
Chapel
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Stacy’s Spot

Shortly after | arrived, it appeared to me
that St. Peter’s has a phrase that sets it apart
from congregations that | have been at in the
past. This catch-phrase is “flexibility.” Although
| found this strange at first, | quickly caught on
that aspects of ministry and life seem to scream
for both flexibility and a sense of humor. Things
never go perfectly, and constant improvising is
necessary. Luckily, most of us are willing to say
“flexibility” when something doesn’t happen as
expected. Although this is easy in a group
situation, it is often more difficult in our
personal lives as we strive for personal
perfection.

As an intern, | have found myself
stepping out of my traditional comfort zone and
trying exciting new things. One of my first new
attempts was cooking dinner for Campus
Ministry. | have never been known as a good
cook, and before this attempt | had never cooked
for more than four people at one time. At the
dinner, students and the other people attending
also needed to be flexible because it turned out
the meal took much longer to cook than the
package indicated. Dinner was only lukewarm
after raising the oven temperature and baking for
an additional half hour past the dinner time.
Luckily, everyone understood flexibility, and we
began the meal with desert and salad and ended
with the lasagna! With this change, dinner lasted
longer than planned, and great discussions about
service and love for our neighbor developed.

Similarly, I've learned about flexibility
while working with the youth. | am now able to
quickly find youth-friendly foods and prepare a
“Whatever Wednesday” meal at a minute’s
notice, while throwing perfection aside -- as
long as the meals are cooked and not too burnt!
The idea of “flexibility” has also prepared me
for any question at any time to come from any of
the youth. At first, | thought that some of the
youth were shy and quiet and that | had
answered all of the surprising questions the first
week when they were trying to get to know me.
Was | ever wrong! All of the youth love to speak
their minds, and | never know what will happen
next. Now, | am grateful for this, as some of the

best discussions have flowed out of the
unexpected!

I've also realized that | need to be
prepared for anything to happen on a moment’s
notice at any place. If the acolyte doesn’t show
up, the intern is acolyte. When a teacher doesn’t
show up, the intern is the teacher. For a person
who has always enjoyed planning details for
days before an event, this was difficult to learn.
Luckily, the constant change is providing great
learning opportunities and is helping me throw
away the need for complete perfection.

Although it took me some time to catch
on to the theme saying at St. Peter's when things
don’t go according to plan, “flexibility” has
become an important word in my vocabulary. It
helps to remind us all that we are only human
and that we do make mistakes. We need to be
open for the changes that take place in our lives.
Although changes sometimes lead to additional
worry and problems, other times they bring great
surprises and personal growth. With the
knowledge that we really are not perfect, and
that no matter how hard we try we will never be
perfect, we are free to follow God’s call and to
be open for the fun that can come from the
unknown and the unplanned. What are some
areas of your life where you need to allow for
“flexibility” and the great things that may come
from it?

In peace,
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner

A motion was approved to:

-- Transfer Julie MacWhorter and children
Nathan and Rebecca to Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Oro, Arizona.

Building Use Request Granted:

-- To permit Sherry Frankenfield to hold a
gathering in the Social Room on April 18.




Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Study Tuesdays, March
2 and 16, from 9 to 10:30 AM in the Trauger
Room. All women are encouraged to come and
be part of this caring, sharing group.

Bach Ministry of Hospitality Planning
Meeting— Wednesday, March 3 at 9 AM in the
Trauger Room. Please join us as we plan for
another opportunity to continue the'4@ars of
Bach Hospitality.

Church Women United World Day of
Prayer— Friday, March 5 from 9:30-11 AM in

the Bahnson Center at Moravian Theological-=u ..

Seminary. See Harriet Tonkins if you are -
interested in attending.

Bingo Party at Cedarbrook Annex
Tuesday, March 23, at 6:30 PM. This is St.
Peter's 2 year of sharing with those who live
in this nursing home! Volunteers are needed to
assist the guests. Donated prizes are also needed,
such as: perfume, small snack packages such as
cheese & crackers, candy bars, dollar store
knick-knacks (which are a big hit), jewelry,
men's toiletries, etc. Please call Evelyn Smith if
you can help or have questions.

Bach Ministry of Hospitality Weekenes
May 7 & 8 and 14 & 15. It's time to get your
fingers busy -- sewing, knitting, crafting, etc.
Baked goods, salads, etc., and regular Crisco and
sugar will be needed. Volunteers are needed to
prepare food, set-up tables, serve the guests and
clean up. Contact Connie Wirth or Harriet
Tonkins with questions. It is a lot of work, but
the camaraderie is great! The visitors look
forward to our goodies, smiling faces, and
rhubarb pie. Come join us!

Christmas Ingathering The ingathering<ix
provides personal care packets for a variety of <
people in need. In 2010 we will be collecting
feminine hygiene products and bottles of lotion.
Items may be dropped off at the Church Office
anytime.

The deadline for the April Couriés
Sunday, March 14. Please place your articles in
the editor’'s mailbox or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com

Another season of “Scripture and
Sweets” will begin on Monday, March'lat
7:00 PM. All women are invited to gather in the
Trauger Room to enjoy together the gift of
Scripture, community, and sweets! Please feel
free to bring family members, friends, co-
workers, etc. This group will meet on the first
four Mondays in March. Please contact Intern
Stacy for more information or to sign up.

$

This is a reminder that on March"iwe

" will "spring forward" and need to move our

clocks forward an hour. Remember to turn your
clocks ahead so that you will be on time for
church and other events. By losing an hour of
sleep, we gain an hour of sunlight.

A service of healing, with the lagi
on of hands and anointing with oil, will be
offered at all three services on Sunday, March
14", Healing was an important part of Jesus'
ministry and of the ministry of the Church
throughout history. At St. Peter's, the rite of
healing is also offered on the first Wednesday of
the month at the 10:30 AM service of Holy
Communion. Come experience the power of
healing in your life!

Keep St. Peter's Warm

The single-digit temperatures this winter

have caused higher-than-normal fuel bills. We

have already lowered the temperature on
thermostats throughout the two buildings to help
lower the bills, but to be welcoming, we can
only lower them so much. In order to help keep
St. Peter's warm, please consider making a gift
towards "energy needs" each month. You may
use the envelope in your offering envelope box
or use another envelope and mark it "energy
needs." By working together, we can keep St.
Peter's a warm, welcoming place!
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Two of St. Peter's long-time staff X0
members --- Linda Zrinski and Jean Ocker -3¢
have announced their retirements for the end of;
May. Linda has served as Parish Secretary and
Jean as Director of Music for over twenty years.

The congregation will honor Linda and
Jean on Sunday, June 6. There will be one
morning worship service at 9:30 AM, followed
by a luncheon. Save the date to be part of this St.
Peter's family celebration. St. Peter's members
will receive an invitation to this congregational
event shortly after Easter.

Lent Shopping List

The Season of Lent is an opportunity to__
do more in the name of Jesus Christ. Each =",
Sunday during Lent, members of St. Peter’s”
have the opportunity to do more by bringing il
food for the New Bethany Food Bank. Thoseg~
who were not able to bring in food on Sund
February 21 and 28 may still bring in peanut
butter and/or jelly and powdered or shelf milk.

During March, the Shopping List
includes:

3/7 - pasta and/or spaghetti sauce

3/14 - beans

3/21 - rice

3/28 - paper products: napkins / towels /

toilet paper

Please bring your donations to the
Lower Narthex or to the Coffee Corner. This is
one way that God’s love is made real in the lives
of others.

Weather Related
Cancellations

If it is necessary to cancel worship or
another St. Peter’s event due to bad weather, the
cancellation notice will be listed on St. Peter’s
voicemail. Call the Church Office and let the
phone ring about ten times until the voicemail
picks up. If you receive the normal message,
there are no cancellations.
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No one likes to be in the hospital. But
when St. Peter’'s members are hospitalized, they
experience support through prayers, pastoral
visits, and the delivery of altar flowers from

other members of the congregation. The flowers
help to connect individuals with their family of
faith.

Even if you cannot help deliver the
flowers, you can make an important contribution
by providing large, clean juice cans. The cans
provide an inexpensive vase so the flowers can
be delivered. Please bring your empty juice cans
to the church office to help support this

N important ministry.

On Sunday, March 7, St. Peter’s
Confirmands will be taking a trip to a local
Mosque following the 11 AM worship
service. This experience is one of the many
Confirmation Workshops sponsored by Lutheran
Congregational Services. Through an active
learning environment, the youth will gain a
broader understanding of both their own faith
and of Islam, which is a religion and way of life
for over one billion people worldwide. This will
be a great opportunity for open dialogue about
other faiths and about why we believe what we

Remember to put Tuesday, March 30,
on your calendar. As a part of your Holy Week
journey, you are invited to join this year's
Confirmation students in the Social Room at 7
PM for the presentation of the Passover Meal.
This meal was a part of Jesus' Jewish tradition
and was the last meal he shared with his family
and friends before his arrest and execution.



Whatever Wednesdays * /-

Whatever Wednesdays will continue i
March. This is a time from 3-6 PM for youth in
grades 8 and above to have discussions, learn
through Bible studies, share what is going on in
their lives, play games, and have a light
dinner. During March, special attention will be
taken to the self-care of each of the youth. All of
the youth are busy with school and other
activities, and this will offer them an opportunity
to talk to God through prayer and to reflect on
how they care for themselves when they are
busy caring for others. We are always looking
for adults to help with these events! Please see
Intern Stacy for details. (\ )

v

Spring on &' is scheduled for Saturday,
April 24. There will be chili-tasting, street
performers, clowns, food, and fun for all ages.
St. Peter's booth is normally set up at the corner
of 4" and Vine Streets. We'll serve our famous
"Old-fashioned Lutheran Chili" as we greet our
neighbors and share brochures and invitations to
come to St. Peter's. Save the date and check out
the April edition of The Courigfior details.

Batter Up! Get Your Tickets
NOW!

It is time to sign up and get your tick
to be a part of another St. Peter's trip to agf
IronPigs game, scheduled for Friday,
That night the IronPigs will play the T

Souper Bowl of

7

j};caring 2010 Update

St. Peter's family responded to this
year's Souper Bowl of Caring by contributing
$361. This money will be divided between the
New Bethany Food Bank and the ELCA World
Hunger Appeal. There were also 99 cans of soup
donated for the Food Bank.

Nationally, Souper Bowl of Caring has
collected $7.6 million from over 8,696 different
organizations and faith groups. This is a project
started more than twenty years ago by one
Presbyterian youth group in South Carolina --
which then challenged others to get involved in
caring!

Campus Ministry Activities

The next Campus Ministry Dinner will
be held on Tuesday, March'2at 6 PM. All
campus ministry students and those associated
with Lehigh University or Moravian College are
invited to the Social Room for dinner and
conversation. Please see Intern Stacy to sign up.

On Tuesday, March #3all Campus
Ministry students are invited to an evening of
bowling. This is a great opportunity to take a
break from studying and enjoy spending time
with each other. Please see Intern Stacy by
March 18" to sign up.

Mud Hens. v %
It will be a good time, so sign up OW

bulletin board outside the Church Office by May
1*. The group that went last year would be
happy to tell you about the fun that they had
together at the IronPigs! (And those who
attended the Annual Meeting enjoyed seeing the
pictures!) We need a group of 15 for a group
discount, so find some friends and family and
sign up soon!

Please remember, with notes and cards,
the following homebound members who are
celebrating their birthdays this month:

Marge Fritchman — March 12

Frances Boudreau — March 20



With Many Thanks!

From Evelyn Mengel to the Staff and
Tuesday Morning Bible Study for “your prayers,
get well-wishes and cards following my recent
surgery. It is comforting to know | have so many
friends at St. Peter’s.”

From Pastor Julie Tillberg & Family to
St. Peter’s Youth: “It is so nice to receive a care
package filled with goodies from you every
Advent Season! Thank you! John, John Luke
and | all enjoyed the goodies!” e

From Carol Lopez, Cathy Stampone ar];,éi%,;“.%
Robert Eddinger: “On behalf of our mother, v
family, relatives and friends, we send a thank
you to the Faith Choir, ushers, and reception
committee for the lovely funeral service for
Lucille E. Eddinger on February'4We also
appreciate all the well-wishes and cards from
members of the congregation. It means a lot to
us, knowing her strong faith and good works at
St. Peter’s.”

From Rose Warnke to Pastor Roberts
and all the people at St. Peter's: "l want to thank
you all for the prayers, phone calls, and cards of
sympathy at the loss of my sister. May God
bless you all."

From Herbert and Mirta Heffner: “We
would like to express our thanks to all the
members of St. Peter’s for their prayers during
Herbert's surgery and recuperation. We are also
grateful for all the cards with encouraging
messages from so many friends. The visits and
calls from Pastor Roberts, Rev. Spieker,

Rev. Hintz and the calls from Mrs. Ocker were
very much appreciated. We also would like to
thank Barbara Taylor for being our daily
‘Newspaper' in keeping us informed of all that
was happening at St. Peter’s.”

From Grace Althenn: “To my St. Peter's
family for the cards, thoughts and prayers to
help with my recovery. Also a thank you to
Pastor Roberts for her very encouraging visits
and to Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner.”
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FUNERAL:
Lucille Eddinger — February 4, 2010

WEDDING:

Joshua Young & Cassandra Ulrigg —
February 7, 2010

52 ,?j%rgan Recital

N

On Sunday, May 2, at 3 PM, St. Peter's
Organist Marisa Deshler will present an organ
recital. Our Moeller Organ will be moved to the
center of the Nave, and Marisa will provide
some amazing music. A reception will follow

the presentation. Now is a great time to invite
family and friends to mark their calendars to
save the date for this special afternoon of music.

It's time to empty the shop! All winter
clothing will be available at the Buy One/Get
One Free Sale on Tuesday, March 23. If you
want LOTS of good clothing for a small price,
come the following day for the bag sale. Any
remaining clothing can be picked up on March
25 - Free Day. The shop will be open from 10
AM to 3 PM.

The Thrift Shop will then be closed on
Friday, March 26, for cleaning. When the shop
opens on Tuesday, March 30, spring and
summer clothing will be in place. Be sure to stop
by for both the end-of-winter sale and to see
what's new for spring.




Missionary Update

One of the difficult realities of th
current financial downturn is that the

been forced to withdraw several missionariés’
from around the world. St. Peter's Women of the
ELCA had been sponsoring Pastor Stephen and
Dr. Jean Godsall-Myers, who were serving at the
Wittenberg Center in Wittenberg, Germany. The
ELCA has closed the Wittenberg Center, and
Pastor and Dr. Godsall-Myers are now back in
the United States and seeking new opportunities
for ministry.

The good news is that St. Peter’s
Women of the ELCA has made a commitment to
sponsor another missionary family, this time in
Argentina. David Wunsch and Kate Lawler are a
married couple who live in Argentina with their
two children, Emily, who is 9, and Matthew,
who is 6. You can find their pictures on the
bulletin board outside the Church Offices. More
pictures and letters are posted on St. Peter’s
website through the “Missionaries in Argentina”
icon.

David and Kate recently sent the
following letter to Pastor Roberts, Women of the
ELCA President Harriet Tonkins, and Women of
the ELCA Treasurer Betty Thompson:

What a joy to learn that Women of the
ELCA of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church has
decided to sponsor us as missionaries! It is so
important for us to know that Lutheran

congregations back home are praying for us,
tuning in to our ministry, as well as making it
financially possible for us to live out this cail t
global mission. Please extend our thanks to your

o ‘ .
. : . v - =0 congregation
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America F(as \S gred

As it turns out, we are today in the
United States preparing to return from home
assignment where we have visited some 25
congregations over the past couple of months.
We look forward to visiting you the next time we
are back in the U.S. on home assignment. Please
remember us this Sunday, February' 26 we
return to Argentina with our two children Emily
and Matthew.

Thanks to our friends at the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod, we have a page on their
website where our newsletters are posted, along
with additional information about our ministry:
www.iksynod.org/ministry/globalmission/Dav
id%20Wunsch/davidwunschkarenlawler.asp
We also would LOVE to hear from you, your
congregation members, and the kids in your
church. Please do not hesitate to suggest ways
we can be in touch with you and your
congregation members.

Thank you again for your support!
Blessings to the St. Peter's community,
David Wunsch and Kate Lawler
ELCA Missionaries — South America

“Show me what you want me to do and let your
gentle spirit lead me in the right path.” Psalm
143:10
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Gangs inMY Neighborhoodgg

Do you know the gang colors or the
hand signs? Which graffiti markings stake out
territory for which gang? How to recognize that
a young person is involved with a gang?

There is gang activity in Bethlehem and
in the surrounding areas. Adults who are
informed about signs of gang involvement and
who are aware of gang graffiti can help young
people and help keep our neighborhoods safe.

The US 222 Anti-Gang Task Force
invites parents, grandparents, teachers, and
interested residents to attend one of four
workshops being offered at the Bethlehem
middle schools in March. Local police, experts
on gang activity, and community leaders will
offer a one-hour presentation to answer the
above questions. A question-and-answer session
will follow.

Groups that currently receive grants
from the Task Force for the purpose of offering
alternatives to gang membership will be present
with displays and information on their
programming. Directing young people to
agencies and groups that can have a positive
impact on their lives is a good deterrent to gang
membership.

Southside Ministries is one of the
agencies receiving a grant for their Fun Nights.
Elementary school-aged children receive a hot
meal, mentoring, and share in music and cratft.
The program provides a warm, safe place for the
children to be on a Friday evening --- a better
alternative than roaming the streets with a gang.
Several other groups will also have information
available.

The schedule for workshops is as
follows:

- March 1 at East Hills

- March 8 at Broughal

- March 15 at Northeast

- March 22 at Nitschman

The program begins at 7 PM, and the
content will be the same at each site. Choose the
date that works for you. For more information,
contact Barbara Taylor.

Daffodils: A Symbol of Hope

For those dealing with cancer, Daffodil
Days offer hope that one day a cure for this life-
threatening disease will be found. Sunday,
March 21, is Daffodil Sunday at St. Peter’s. On
that day, all who placed orders in February will
be able to pick-up their flowers at church. Thank
you for your on-going support of Daffodil Days!
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran

Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org
STAFF
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outreach

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner — Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave

9:30 AM Sunday Church School

6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel
Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynimgs
for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns — Couriéditor
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