" St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

As Jesus gathered with friends and
family at the Last Supper, he
emphasized that the one way that the
world would recognize them was in
how they showed love and care for
each other and for the world. We
celebrate the Day of Pentecost as the
day when those early followers made
their commitment to live out that love
and care. Pentecost is often called the
“Birthday of the Church,” because it
was then that the followers were
recognized because of their
commitment to mission and ministry. It
is on Pentecost that many
congregations, including St. Peter’s,
celebrate the Rite of Confirmation, also
known as Affirmation of Faith, as young
people make their own commitments to
Jesus’ mission and ministry.

One of the many ways that we as the
St. Peter's family of faith live out our
mission and ministry is through
hospitality. On the first two Saturdays
in May, we will welcome visitors into
our building through our Bach Ministry
of Hospitality. For over forty years,
visitors who have come to Bethlehem
for the annual Bach Concerts, have
found a home away from home at St.
Peter's. And through this ministry, St.
Peter's Women of the ELCA has
provided support for ELCA

Missionaries, for youth attending Bear
Creek Camp and the ELCA Youth
Gatherings, and for a variety of other
outreach ministries.

Another way that we as a congregation
live out the ministry of hospitality is in
the way we welcome other groups into
our buildings. For twenty-four years,
St. Peter's has been a site for two
Headstart classes. On April 21,
Associate in Ministry Elizabeth Elterich,
who serves as the St. Peter's Staff
liaison with Headstart, was invited to
the Headstart Circle Awards Breakfast.
At that event, St. Peters was
recognized as the Outstanding
Community Partner for 2009. As Zelda
Bogdonoff, Headstart Director for Early
Education, presented the award to
Elizabeth, she reflected that through
this partnership, our congregation has
had a positive impact on the lives of
over 1,000 children. Through our
commitment to hospitality, the world
recognizes us as Jesus’ followers!

May you, in your daily life, be
recognized as a follower of Christ in
how you show love and care.

In Christ,

//{i')' o) M

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



May Worship Highlights

Sunday, May 3 Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 6 10:30 AM — Holy Communion and khegih the Chapel
Sunday, May 10 Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel
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Wednesday, May 13 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @fteapel

Sunday, May 17 Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 20 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @fteapel

Sunday, May 24 Seventh Sunday of Easter
(Summer Schedule Begins) 8:15 AM & 9:30 AM Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 27 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @teapel

Sunday, Mag/ 31 Day of Pentecost

Y 8:15 & 9:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
oo ¥ Confirmation at 9:30 AM
' 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
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After the 40 days of Lent with its focus
on our need for God, the glory of Easter was a
welcome celebration. The “Alleluias” were let
free from the cocoon that sat in the chancel for
the weeks in Lent, and the color changed from a
deep purple to a dazzling white. We heard the
good news that Jesus was no longer in the tomb
and that because of this the sting of death has
been swallowed up. Sin no longer has power
over us! The celebration was grand!

The Easter message that Christ has risen
is the source of all that we do. Every Sunday, no
matter the season, is a celebration of the risen
Christ and His presence with us here and now.
Wrapping our minds and hearts around this
incredible love is something that takes time. It
takes time for us to even fathom the incredibly
generous love that God has shown us in Jesus.
This joy cannot be contained in one Easter
Sunday worship service, and | certainly don’t
want the celebration to end too quickly. Easter is

a season, not just one Sunday. The celebration of

Easter is the Church’s gift to us — the gift oféim
to celebrate together, as God’s people, the new

life given to us in Jesus. The Easter Season is 50

days, a week of weeks. Seven Sundays, one-
seventh of the year, we unashamedly rejoice in
what God has done for us through Jesus.

During the Easter Season, our readings
will focus on the abundant new life we have
received in Jesus. The majority of the first =
readings will come from Acts. The book of A

We will hear of the vibrancy, growth, and
witness of the first followers of Christ. These
stories remind us that just as Jesus’ tomb could
not hold Him, allowing the good news of Jesus
to break out into the world, so, too, are we called
to break out into the world with this good news.
Several of our second readings will come from
the book of First John. These readings will
remind us that God’s love for us invites us to
love each other. Finally, John’s Gospel will
speak about Jesus’ activity after His
resurrection. Over and over again we will hear
that the good news of Jesus’ resurrection is like
a flame that cannot be hidden and must be taken
out in love to the world.

,

On the fiftieth day of the Easter Season,
we will participate in one of the primary
festivals of the church calendar — Pentecost.
Pentecost is the celebration of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on us. The white of Easter will
become red on Pentecost, as God’s Spirit is
given to us. The red of Pentecost is meant to
represent the fire of the Holy Spirit that is given
to all of us, that sends us out into the world like
a fire full of energy and strength. Since we have
been hearing all about the work of the Spirit in
the world for the past six Sundays of Easter, this
is a perfect culmination to the Easter Season. It
is the work of the Holy Spirit that guides us and
aids us to show God’s love to the world.

So, come with us on this Easter journey.
You are warmly invited! Come and see what
God has done for you in Jesus. Come and see
how the church is called to live a new life
because of Christ. Come and see how the Holy
Spirit is moving within and amongst us,
enabling us to share the good news of Jesus!

Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern

Building Use Request to Permit:

« - Herb Hefner to hold a piano recital on June
<214, from 12 noon — 8 PM.
{ A

is the story of the early Church and how it grew->~

\ Women of the ELCA

TheMorning Bible Studwvill conclude
its study of the Book of Esther during the May 5
and 19 sessions. This group is open to all
women of the congregation and friends. The
group meets from 9 to 10:30 AM.

The group will meet throughout the
summer on the®land 3' Tuesdays of each
month.

Blanket-Makingwill not be held in May.

Bach Festival Ministry of Hospitality
Set-up dates are May 1 & 8, from 9:00 AM to
Noon. Serve and clean-up — May 2 & 9, from 9
AM to 5 PM. Volunteers are needed in all areas
to help set up and to clean up and to serve
guests. Call Jeanette Gross, Evelyn Smith, or
Harriet Tonkins if you can help all day or a few
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Women of the ELCA (continued)
hours. Your help will be greatly appreciated! If
you have never helped at the Festival, try it -- we
guarantee you will have a great time. The
following items are needed: Pie Bakers -
rhubarb. Boutique - handcrafted items such as
slippers, sweaters, doilies, pillows, aprons,
afghans, etc. Non-perishable items may be
dropped off at the Church Office anytime. Samd
bar — Jello salads (regular and sugar free),
deviled eggs, red beet eggs, pickled eggs, etc.
Baked goods — cakes, cookies, breads, etc. Come
be part of the fun!

Note: Lehigh University has granted permission
for Bach workers to park for free in their lot
(Brodhead and Packer Avenues) at the non-
metered spaces on the two Bach Saturdays.
However — (1) if you park at a meter in Lehigh’s
lot at ANY time, you must feed the meter, and
(2) workers may not park in their lot on the Bach
Fridays.

On Saturday, June 20, a group of
women from St. Peter’s will carpool to
Allegheny Evangelical Lutheran Church to
gather with women from around the Synod. The
day will include speakers, workshops, lunch,
fellowship, and worship. Pastor Roberts will

memorials may be given to the’2Century
Fund.

As we work together, we will be able to
meet our commitment to hold our mortgage
burning celebration on Novembet. 1

} You are invited to an all-day workshop
sponsored by the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod at Muhlenberg College on Saturday, May
9. The workshop is entitled, “Sex and the Synod:
Perspectives on Homosexuality in Scripture and
Ministry.” Registration begins at 9 AM. The
morning will include a focus on scripture,
featuring presentations by Dr. Erik Heen of the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia
and by Dr. James Nestigen of Luther Seminary
in St. Paul. Lunch will be served at noon. The
afternoon workshop is entitled, “Focus on
Ministry: What does ministry to a divided

church look like?” The event ends with Holy
Communion worship from 3:30-4 PM.
Registration closes as of May 4. To register,
visit www.godslove.orgor contact Barbara
Taylor in the Church Office.

serve as Chaplain for the day, and it would be A
t CQJ;

great to have lots of St. Peter's women pre

>
-

To register, contact BarbaraTaonr/n e I

the Church Office. Closer to the date, we'll
decide on what time we’ll meet on June 20.

St. Peter’'s mortgage is getting smaller!
Every month our congregation’s Treasurer, Joe
Bleier, sends a payment of $4,750, and extra
payments are made as donations permit.
However, recent giving has not kept pace with
the amount of the mortgage payment. To help
reduce St. Peter’s debt, please place your gifts in
the monthly 21 Century envelopes that are
contained in the offering envelope boxes.

You may sponsor a share ($100) or a %2
share ($50) of Interest for a Day in honor or in
memory of a loved one or to celebrate an event.
Please call our Parish Secretary, Linda Zrinski,
to let her know what Sunday you want your gift
listed in the bulletin. At the time of a death,

N"“‘--..

Members of St. Peter's were recently
invited to take part in completing a Synod
guestionnaire. The purpose of the three-question
survey was to help the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod discern a common sense of
purpose and to help direct the synod’s work in
the future. In other words, we were asked to take
ownership in our synod and let our voices be
heard. After all of the St. Peter’s questionnaires
were completed and returned, the answers were
seriously read, and the results gathered. The top
two responses to each question will be reported
at the Bethlehem/Easton Mission District
Assembly on April 30. The voice of St. Peter’s
will then be blended with the voices of the other
congregations in our mission district. This
information will provide the basis for more
detailed planning and implementation of work in
a second phase that will follow the 2009 Synod
Assembly.
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Thank you to everyone who completed
and returned the questionnaires. The results
showed the very heart of our church family, and
the love and concern we have for all of God’s
children.

The results of St. Peter’s responses are
as follows:

Question 1What are the BIG ISSUES
facing people in the corner of the world where
you live that we should be tackling together?
What's Breaking God'’s heart?

Our top responses: (1) unemployment /
job loss, and (2) economy '

Question 2Where have you seen God /|
at work out in your local neighborhood or
community lately? In other words, what GOOD
THINGS happen where you live and WHO is

gy

Rostered leaders on St. Peter’s staff and active
and retired rostered leaders who are members of
the congregation will celebrate anniversaries in
May, June, and August.

Ordinations
Senior Pastor Edith B. Roberts
June 3, 1979
Visitation Pastor George Spieker
May 26, 1957
Retired-Pastor Richard Hintz
August 15, 1951
Retired-Pastor Cliff Rhode
May 27, 1959
Retired-Pastor Arvo Beck

doing them?
Our top responses: (1) food banks/soup
kitchens, and (2) neighbors helping neighbors

Question 3What could the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod do to help
strengthen, encourage, and/or equip your
congregation to make a difference in your
community?

Our top responses: (1) education, and
(2) outreach to the needy

Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 7,
to celebrate with Pastor Roberts th&' 30
Anniversary of her Ordination. We'll gather for
worship at 9:30 AM. Following worship, a
brunch catered by The Benner Street restaurant
will be served in the Social Room.

St. Peter’s adult members should have
received an invitation to make brunch
reservations. If you need an invitation, call the
Church Office. Reservations are needed no later
than May 22 because the caterer needs the final
count.

Plan to be part of this wonderful St.
Peter’s celebration!

Q
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August 15, 1985
Retired-Pastor Barbara Davis
June 6, 1987
t Moravian College and Seminary
President-The Rev. Dr. Christopher Thomforde
August 7, 1976

Deaconess Consecration
T Retired-Sister Gunnel Sterner
June 17, 1962

Certification for Associates in Ministry
t Elizabeth Rose McKee Elterich
May 14, 1987
t Barbara-Anne Gross Taylor
May 16, 1991

T

Beginning on Sunday, May 94
worship will be at 8:15 AM and 9:30 AM in the
Nave and 6:30 PM in the Chapel. There will be
no Sunday Church School during the summer.
Children are encouraged to worship with their
parents and to come forward for the young
people’s sermon.

This year there will be two exceptions to
this schedule. On Sunday, Jurie there will be
one morning worship service at 9:30 AM to
celebrate Pastor Roberts’38nniversary of
Ordination. And on Sunday, August®3here
will also be one morning worship service at 9:30
AM, as we bid Farewell and Godspeed to Intern
Elizabeth Nees.



On Sunday, May 31, at the 9:
Pentecost Worship service, Tyrin Rivera will be
Confirmed. Tyrin will have completed his two-
year Confirmation program at St. Peter’s. There
will be a Confirmation Brunch for Tyrin, his
family, and the first year Confirmation students
at 8:15 AM in the Trauger Room. Join with
Tyrin, his family, and friends as he makes his
own Affirmation of Baptism on Pentecost. A
reception to honor Tyrin will be held in the
Reception Area following Worship.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkhhkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkx
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St. Peter’s is a Reconciling in Christ
Congregation
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Geraniums representing the Tongues of Fire
will decorate the Nave on Pentecost, May 31.
There are two ways to help with this project:

1. Make a donation toward the cost of the
plants by placing your gift in an
envelope and marking it “geraniums.”
Envelopes may be placed in the offering
plate or mailed to the Church Office.

2. Offer to help plant the geraniums around
the building on June"2at 6 PM.
Contact Barbara Taylor to volunteer t@,

7

help.

Everyone is invited to come at 6:30 PM
on Friday, May 1, for an evening of flower
planting. “Flower Power” night is a good time to
get dirty for a good cause, helping to make St.
Peter’s beautiful for our Bach visitors. We'll
provide the dirt and the flowers, and you provide
the muscle! Bring along garden gloves if you
have some. There will be a light supper, time for
planting, and time for a good time together.

Sign up for “Flower Power” on the sheet on
‘Miss’ Liz’s door. Feel free to bring a friend
along!

The Easton Area High School Chamber
Singers, under the direction of Peter Deshler, the
husband of St. Peter’s Organist, Marisa Deshler,
will be singing for the May 13 Lunch Bunch.

The Chamber Singers are an a cappella mixed
choir. The students audition to become members
of this choir. They will share their gift of music

in the Nave following the 10:30 AM

Communion Worship in the Chapel.

Plan on being at St. Peter’s on May'13
to worship, listen to this fine group of young
singers, and then enjoy a meal with them in the
Social Room.

May and June are months which are
often filled with graduations, celebrations, and
new beginnings. Graduations are a time for
celebrating accomplishments, successes, and the
hard work that goes into the accomplishment.

If you are a St. Peter's member who is
graduating from high school, technical school,
or a college or university, please give your
name, date of graduation, and school to the
Church Office by May 10. The names will be
included in the June Courier

On Sunday, May 17, Drew Goodson, St.
Peter’s Intern for 2007-08, will graduate from
The Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia. Drew is currently in the Call
Process in the North Carolina Synod of the
ELCA.

Please hold Drew in your prayers as he
enters this new phase of his faith journey. You
may send your congratulations and best wishes
to him at:

Drew Goodson
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia
7301 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19119



St. Peter's Sunday Church School will
complete another year of learning and growing
in God’s love with their last class on Sunday,
May 17, at 9:30 AM.

Students and teachers have had a good
year telling Bible stories, sharing their own faith
stories, and learning how to share God’s love
with their family and friends. We are blessed to
have SCS for all ages at St. Peter’s.

Thanks to all those who share their time
and energy to lead the SCS classes throughout
the year. Together we do “God’s Work with Our
Hands.”

Throughout the summer months, all

children and youth should come to Worship with

their parents/guardians on Sunday morning /g
evening. '

There are many ways to teach abodf ™
God'’s love, the beauty of God’s creation, and
the importance of caring relationships as we
experience the rhythm of summer. May the
summertime be a time of learning and growing
in God’s love for each of us.

LIFT 2009

ake sure that you save Saturday, June
13, on your calendar for a fun day to celebrate
being Lutheran! LIFT-- Lutherans in Faith
Together -- will take place on the Muhlenberg
College campus in Allentown.

The day is planned for all ages and will
be filled with a wide variety of things to do,
learn, experience, and enjoy. There will be
something for everyone!

You can Walk for World Hunger, listen
to a variety of musical presentations in the
Chapel, attend two of the 3@orkshops being
offered, enjoy the music of the Christian singing
groupDakota Roagdlisten to Mark Adam
Powell’s presentation on the ELCA Book of
Faith initiative, and play games on the lawn.
Bishop Zeiser will be ready to answer your
guestions while sitting in the “Bishop’s Booth”
made by Ron Frankenfield. Biblical characters
will walk the grounds. A teen program will

include lunch with the Bishop, and a children’s
program (9:15 AM to Noon) for those finishing
kindergarten through"Sgrade will be led by
‘Miss’ Liz.

There will be time and many
opportunities to meet other Lutherans from
around the Synod and to make many new
friends.

You can go on-line at
www.godslove.org/LIFT to find more
information and the registration forms. If you
want the printed materials, please see Elizabeth
Elterich. Registration opened in mid-April, so
don’t wait too long to make your reservation.

Working Hard to be
on Ready!

The Group getting ready to go to the
2009 ELCA Youth Gathering is working hard to
be ready to leave on July2IThe seven youth
and three advisors are meeting regularly to do
Bible studies and group-building activities and
to gain an understanding of what they will
experience while in New Orleans, a city still in
recovery mode since the devastation left behind
by hurricane Katrina in 2005. We know for sure
it will be hot, humid, and sunny, with many
quick rain showers.

The Group will be in New Orleans with
35,000 other Lutheran youth and adults; all who
chose to focus on this experience at least a year
ago. All have spent a lot of time raising funds
and preparing for this event over the past several
months. Kelly Jannett and Drew Goodson are
both registered as Adult Volunteers for this
Gathering, so the Group will be sure to connect
with them. The Group will also be doing a
servant event to help the environment.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all
who have been supporting our St. Peter’s youth
with your prayers and by participating in our
funding projects. This trip would not be possible
without your generous support.

June Courier Deadline

The deadline for the June Courisr
Sunday, May 10. Please place your articles in the
editor's mailbox or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com




ATTENTIGN.

Parents/guardians of those young people
entering the ¥ Year of Confirmation in
September will meet with Pastor Roberts from
9:30 to 9:45 AM on Sunday, May 3, in Pastor’s
Study to review the calendar and expectations
for Confirmation 2009-10.

Parents/guardians of those young people
entering & grade in fall 2009 will meet with
Pastor Roberts on Sunday, May 17, from 9:30 to
9:45 AM in Pastor’s Study to talk about the
schedule and expectations of St. Peter’s two-
year Confirmation Program.

Vacation Bible School
DISCOvERY 2009
CARYOR

St. Peter’s Vacation Bible School 2009
will be another adventure! We’ve been to the
Rainforest and Circus Spectacular, ridden on the
Gospel Express, and gone to the Beach and Ark
Avenue. This year we’re headedRgscovery
Canyon

Everyone is welcome to be a part of
“Discovery Canyon: Explore the Wonders of the
Word!” VBS is for all ages. You can be
involved as a participant, teacher, helper, food
provider, artist, musician, etc. There is

s 87

Registration for VBS will begin on
Sunday, May 19 It is important to register
early to help the VBS staff plan and prepare for
June 21. Think of a friend or two who would
have fun coming on this Canyon Adventure and
get them to register, too.

VBS Staff planning meetings will be
held on May 1, and June 8, at 7 PM in the
Trauger Room. Come with your ideas and
energy for planning another wonderful VBS
week at St. Peter’s. If you have questions or
need more information, be in touch with
Elizabeth Elterich.

Website Photos

St. Peter’s website provides information
on events in the congregation.

Pictures of people and events at St.
Peter’s are occasionally posted on the Church
website. If you do not want your picture used,
please notify the Church Office in Wr|t|ng

f“ Hold This Date

VY
The Jerusalem Singers will be returnlng
to St. Peter’s on Sunday, July"lThe choir is
directed by Peter Deshler, husband of St. Peter’'s
Organist, Marisa Deshler. This popular group
will share a selection of sacred music during the
sermon times at both the 8:15 AM and 9:30 AM
worship services. As you plan your summer

A schedule, be sure to invite family and friends to

something for everyone during VBS week at St. ;/«\z\worshlp with you that day.

Peter’s. f/ \
VBS will begin on Sunday, June 21, &} VU )
11 AM in the Social Room where the songs \"" E}rﬁ %f_;] Campus MmlStry

theme for the week will be shared. There will b
brunch for all participants -- “eggs in a bag” or
egg casserole and other brunch foods. There will
be time to share/hear the Bible story of the day,
do crafts, make snacks, and just have fun!
Monday-Thursday, June 22-25, VBS will begin
at 5:30 PM with a light supper for everyone
followed by a busy evening of singing, stories,
shacks, science, and discovery. We'll be on our
way home by 8 PM.

Once again it is the time of year for
studying, term papers and projects, and final
exams for the college student community. This
is a good time to hold all of our student friends
in our prayers as they use all the gifts God has
given them to do well in the days and weeks
ahead.

St. Peter’s supplies study snack bags and
study breaks for students. Watch the bulletin or
check Facebook to find out when and where we
will provide study breaks.



With Many Thanks!

From Pauline Groff to Pastor Roberts,
Pastor Spieker, and Intern Elizabeth Nees for
their hospital visits, and to the congregation
members for the soup meal, the prayers, cards
and well wishes.

BAPTISM:
Matthew James Nagy — March 22, 2085\

FUNERAL:
Lillian Weiss — April 20, 2009

Pastor Norman Krapf will be celebrating
his 80" birthday on Monday, May 11, 2009.
Pastor Krapf served as St. Peter’s Visitation
Pastor from 1987 to 1992. He also served as
Interim Pastor for six months until Pastor
Roberts began to serve as Senior Pastor. You
can find Pastor Krapf's mailing address on the
Narthex table or on the Bulletin Board outside
the Church Office. Please indicate that you are
from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church when signing
your cards.

We pray that Pastor Krapf will be
blessed with health and happiness in the years to
come.

In response to the unexpected cutbacks
in services provided by the South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center, members of the
community attended “At a Crossroads” - a
gathering to discuss what the absence of the
Food Bank and the housing and job placement
services mean to the Bethlehem community in
these difficult economic times.

The meeting was sponsored by
Southside Ministries and was held at 7 PM on
Monday, March 30, at the Cathedral Church of
the Nativity at Third and Wyandotte Streets in
south Bethlehem. The evening included both a
panel discussion and time for individuals to
share their ideas. The conversation included
community members, government leaders,
church members, staffs of local social service
agencies, and those most affected by the service
cutbacks.

The two outcomes of the gathering are:

1. City Council President Bob Donchez
will explore the formation of a city task
force.

2. Southside Ministries will gather
information from groups and agencies to
see what services are available where.
The hope is that a resource booklet of
available social services can be
developed to be distributed through

If you are interested in any of these congregations, agencies, and schools.

sponsorships, please call the Church Office at The .
Py . . plans to gather data on services
610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary Linda available for residents of south Bethlehem will

Zrinski: . take time. Groups are meeting to do an
Sunday, May 10: - assessment of where there are gaps in services.
Altar Flowers - $45.00 &g=== Until all the information gets sorted out and
Bulletin - $18.00 " s decisions can be made, Grace and Art Faust will
Sunday, May 31:

Please remember, with notes and cards,
the following homebound member who is
celebrating her birthday this month:

Margaret Lucas - May 7

s

take St. Peter’s food donations to the food bank
Altar Flowers - $45.00 at New Bethany Ministries.

Bulletin - $18.00

Bulletin - $18.00




St. Peter’'s members are encouraged to
remember in prayer those in our neighborhood
who are hungry and to continue to bring at least
one non-perishable food item to St. Peter’s each
week.

Brown Bag Appeal

Meals on Wheels has a goal to be sure
that every senior has nutritious food and that no
senior goes hungry. Over 400,000 meals were
delivered last year. A delivery includes both a
hot lunch and a “brown bag” dinner, which
includes a sandwich, salad, milk, dessert, and a
snack.

In order to keep up with rising food
costs, Meals on Wheels is asking for help
through the Brown Bag Appeal. To contribute,
make your check out to “Meals on Wheels” and
mail it to: 4240 Fritch Drive, Bethlehem, PA,
18020. You can help make sure our seniors can
continue to have good, nutritious meals.

St. Peter’s Partner Congregation

On Tuesday, September™ $astor
Roberts and Kathy Thomforde will begin their
journey to Tanzania with 17 other Lutherans
from around the synod. It will take four days to
get from New York to the South Central
Diocese. They will spend a week visiting with
members of our partner congregation, Madihani
Lutheran Church, and meeting other Lutheran
sisters and brothers in the South Central Diocese
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

Because British Airways allows
travelers to check two bags without a charge,
each traveler will be able to take a container of
gifts for our friends at Madihani Lutheran
Church. If you would like to help fill the two
containers, please bring the following items to
the Coffee Corner: pencils, pens, small boxes of
colored pencils, small pencil sharpeners, light-
weight Frisbees, packages of peanut butter
crackers, children’s T-shirts. (The T-shirts
should be plain-colored or have stripes or small
patterns. Please, no logos or pictures.)

Pastor Roberts and Kathy Thomforde
will also participate in a “shopping day” in
Tanzania for our Madihani friends. Two gifts
which will have a positive financial impact on
the people are sewing machines and tool kits.
Sewing machines allow women to sew clothing
for themselves and their children, including the
required school uniforms. They can also earn
money to support their families by sewing for
others. Tool kits give men the opportunity to
learn a trade to support their families and to do
repairs on their own homes. The cost of a
sewing machine is $175. The cost of a tool kit is
$65. You may fund a portion of either item or an
entire item by placing a check or cash in a pew
envelope or by sending a check to the Church
Office. Please make checks out to St. Peter's and
mark any contribution for “Tanzania.”

The great news is that the Women of the
ELCA Morning Bible Study has already
provided funds for two sewing machines!

This is an exciting opportunity to
connect with the people for whom we pray every
Sunday morning. Please include Pastor Roberts
and Kathy Thomforde and the other 17
Tanzania-bound travelers in your prayers as they
prepare for this exciting and inspiring journey.

Lutheran Congregational
Services

Did you know that Lutheran
Congregational Services offers a series of events
for confirmation aged youth? These events are
designed to help youth learn about the work of the
wider church and the world in which they live.
Each event is self-contained and varies in length
from 2 %2 to 4 hours in length. Workshops for
Confirmands are made possible through your
giving to LCS. On Friday, March 27, St. Peter’'s
Confirmation classes visited Keneseth Israel, an
Allentown Synagogue, as a part of this program.
For more information about LCS, go to
www.lutherancongregationalservices.org

Volleyball Update

St. Peter’s Volleyball Team Worﬁ%lace
in the March 28 Church League Volleyball
Tournament played at First Baptist Church in
Bethlehem. They had a great time representing St.
Peter’s during this year’s volleyball season!
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St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshipymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride's Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social
Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00

15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21* Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be purchased
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, Bvely
Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or for more
information.

For two weeks in May, Lutherans from
across the Lehigh Valley will work together to
help build homes through Habitat for Humanity.
There are two ways that you can be involved in
this exciting opportunity!

The first opportunity is to help actually
build a home. You are invited to work with the
group from St. Peter’s, alongside the family that
will live in the home. OrBaturday, May 23 St.
Peter’s members and friends may work either
the morning shift (8:00 — noon) or a whole-day
shift (8:00 — 4:00). Breakfast and lunch will be
provided.

There are jobs for every skill level! You

do not need to be a trained builder. However, we

must register our workers now. If you are
willing to be part of the St. Peter’s crew and to

work hard and have fun together, please sign up

on the bulletin board and talk with Intern
Elizabeth to get registered.

The second opportunity is to provide
lunch for a crew of builders. C®aturday, May
30, St. Peter’s will provide lunch for the
volunteers and family that are working that day.
If you can help make a simple lunch at St.
Peter’s and/or deliver it to the building site,
please sign up on the bulletin board.

St. Peter’s proclaims that we are “In the
City for Good, In the City for God.” Helping
our neighbors build safe and affordable housing
for their families is a great way to live out this
ministry.

St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AMto 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Beginning May 248:15 & 9:30 AM Worship in Nave
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynings
for children up to five years of age.

Sunday:

Sharon Ann Burns - Courigtditor
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