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         St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

 
 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
The month of November is filled with opportunities to praise 
and thank God for all that God has done for us.   
 
We begin on All Saints Sunday, November 1, with the 
official “mortgage burning.”  At my first Congregation 
Council meeting in February of 1992, the Council President 
said, “Now that we have a new Pastor, we can begin our 
renovations.”  Seventeen years later, we have a beautifully 
renovated Nave, updated Sunday Church School rooms, 
an elevator, and a Heritage Room to document the history 
of the congregation.  This was only possible because St. 
Peter’s members made financial commitments to renew 
and upgrade our buildings.  We give thanks for all who 
have gone before us in the faith and celebrate their 
commitment and the commitment of all who continue to 
support the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through St. 
Peter’s. 
 
Sunday, November 8, is Women of the ELCA 
Thankoffering Sunday.  We give thanks to God for the 
mission and ministry of Women of the ELCA, both within 
our congregation and globally.  Patricia  Reitnauer, 
President of  the  Synodical  Women of the ELCA, was one 
of the 19 people who traveled in September to the South 
Central Diocese of the Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  While 
she was there, Pat connected with ministries supported by 
Women of the ELCA, including the Domestic  School,   
which  is  located  in Madihani and provides instruction for  
teenaged  girls  who have been orphaned and now have 
the  responsibility to care  for  their  younger siblings. 
Thankofferings make a difference in the lives of women and 
children in Tanzania and other parts of the world. 

 
 
 
 
On Sunday, November 15, we will reflect on the 
mission and ministry that our Lord and Savior has 
called us to live out through St. Peter’s.  And on 
Sunday, November 22, we will respond with joy and 
thanksgiving for that call, as we make our financial 
commitments for 2010.  We paid off our mortgage 
because of faithful giving.  The witness to the Gospel 
at the corner of Packer and Vine will continue to grow 
as that commitment continues to grow. 
 
On Sunday, November 22, we will praise and thank 
God with members of the three other Southside 
Ministries congregations, as we gather at 3 PM for a 
Thanksgiving Eve worship. This worship will include a 
celebration of the 25 years that Southside Ministries 
has had a positive impact on the people who live in our 
neighborhood.   
 
As we end the month of November, we begin another 
season of preparation.  On November 29, the First 
Sunday of Advent, we begin to look forward to one of 
our greatest celebrations – the Birth of the Babe in 
Bethlehem. 
 
Give thanks! 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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November Worship Highlights 

 
 

Sunday, November 1 All Saints Sunday 
10:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave with candle 
lighting in memory of loved ones; Bishop Zeiser will 
preach 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel with candle 
lighting in memory of loved ones 

 
Wednesday, November 4 8:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 8 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  
 WELCA Thankoffering Sunday 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, November 11 10:30 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in the 

Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 15  24th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

      
Wednesday, November 18  Commitment Wednesday 

10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 22 Christ the King Sunday / Commitment Sunday 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
3:00 PM Thanksgiving Worship Service sponsored by 
Southside Ministries  
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

����

Wednesday, November 25  10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent 
 8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 

6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519. 
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Stacy’s Spot 
 

A few weeks ago I had the opportunity 
to go with the youth on the annual retreat at 
Central Oak Heights. This was an amazing 
weekend full of Bible studies, Spirit-led 
discussions, crafts, and laughter. One of the 
theme verses for the weekend was “But now 
thus says the LORD, he who created you, 
O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name, you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1). 
 With this verse, everyone shared the 
joy of what it means to be created and formed 
by God. Although each person has struggled 
with feeling as though he or she doesn’t fit in 
or isn’t good enough at doing something, we 
were reminded that we are in fact great and 
that God has a plan for us. God created 
everyone on that retreat (and each one of us) 
in God’s image. While enjoying the beauty of 
the creation and the sounds of acorns hitting 
the roof of our screened in building, we 
reflected on the gifts that each person there 
had to share with the group. Despite 
experiencing being picked on by other people 
or feeling forgotten, each person was in fact 
created by God and loved by God. 
 This conversation deepened, and we 
looked at the relationships and the people who 
are in our lives. We were all daughters and 
sons, and some of us were sisters and brothers. 
We were students and past students, friends 
and neighbors. These relationships tied us 
with others who were also created in God’s 
image. They allowed us to show love to others 
and to grow our skills that God has given us. 
 One of the main conclusions that we 
came to was that by being created in God’s 
image, we are reminded that we are also 
loved. Although we may do things that are 
inappropriate or lie or hurt others’ feelings, 
God is always there forgiving and loving us. 
God is there feeling our pain when we are 
bullied and when we feel like the rest of the 
world has forgotten us. By being created in 
God’s image and having God know our  

 
names, we are reminded that God always 
loves us and that we are never alone.  

With this amazing freedom, we are 
then free to love others! By remembering that 
we are unique and we are loved, that weekend 
retreat reminded us that we are free to love 
ourselves and those who differ from us. 
Although we may not know someone or we 
may be uncertain about their talents, we are 
always reminded that they, too, are created in 
God’s image and that God knows their names 
as well as ours. God’s love is expansive and 
inclusive. ALL people, even those who differ 
from us, are loved and known by God. How 
freeing and exciting! 
 

In Peace, 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner 
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A motion was approved to: 

 

-- Release Erin Markel as an Associate 
Member.  
-- Accept the resignation of Roma Ziegler 
from the Heritage Committee with thanks for 
her years of committed service.  
 

Building use requests: 
 

-- A motion was approved to permit Herb 
Heffner to hold his piano recital and reception 
at St. Peter’s on December 6, 2009. 
 

���������	������������
 ���!����" �� �����"#��$��

%��%	���&������
�����
��������	���%����	'�

����	��(�
 

We will give thanks for those who 
have gone before us in the faith and plan for 
those to come after us. Bishop Samuel Zeiser 
will preach and Pastor Roberts will preside. 
We will burn our mortgage as we give thanks 
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to God for our wonderful renovated spaces 
and our elevator. 
 

The tolling bell will be rung in 
memory of those whose funerals were held 
through St. Peter’s since last All Saints 
Sunday. There will be the opportunity for 
candle lighting in memory of loved ones and 
special music by all the choirs. 

With God’s help, we remember the 
past, celebrate the present, and plan for the 
future mission and ministry of St. Peter’s! 
 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Bazaar – November 4, 10 AM to 2 
PM. Volunteers are still need in various areas 
– please call Harriet Tonkins if you can help! 
Articles for the white elephant need to be 
clean and in working order (please no clothing 
or large items such as computers, etc.) and 
may be delivered to the bride’s room. Baked 
goods may be delivered early on Wednesday 
morning. Please note: workers are asked to 
carpool. Valet parking will be offered for 
volunteers who arrive before 10 AM. You 
may drop off your articles at the elevator door 
and we’ll see that your car is safely parked on 
the street. 

Thankoffering Sunday is November 8. 
Pastor Roberts will preside at worship, and 
women will serve as the worship leaders. 
Pastor Mary Gade, Associate of Bishop 
Zeiser, will preach. Our annual Thankoffering 
to help women and children in the United 
States and around the world will be received.   

Cedarbrook Annex Bingo Party –
Tuesday, November 10, at 6:30 PM. Help is 
needed to assist the guests. Also needed are 
prizes such as jewelry, toiletries, small gift 
items, snacks such as cheese & crackers, 
candy bars, perfume, greeting and Christmas 
cards, stamps, etc. Please have your prizes in 
the Church Office by November 9. Call 
Evelyn Smith if you can help or have 
questions. Join us. The guests really enjoy our 
visit. 

 

 
 

 
The Women of the ELCA Morning 

Bible Study will continue to study and reflect 
on Paul’s letter to the early Christians in 
Rome. There will be only one session of the 
Bible study in November because of the 
Bazaar. The group will only meet on Tuesday, 
November 17, from 9 to 11 AM in the Trauger 
Room. Please make that schedule change on 
your calendar. Women of all ages are invited 
to be part of the study. 

Christmas Ingathering – 9 AM on 
December 2, at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Hellertown. Thank you to all who have 
contributed baby diapers for the Christmas 
Ingathering. We still need a few more packs of 
diapers, size 2 or 3. Please place your gifts in 
the box in the office equipment room. 

Our Covered Dish Dinner will not be 
held this year due to the Mortgage Burning 
celebration on November 1. 
 

Fall Back! 
 

Remember to move your clock back 
one hour before you go to sleep on Saturday, 
October 31. This way you will be sure to be 
on time for worship at 10 AM on November 1, 
All Saints Sunday. 
 

2010 Budget 
 

Please see an usher after worship on 
Sunday, November 15, to pick up your copy 
of the proposed 2010 budget. Study the 
budget, and bring questions to Pastor Roberts, 
Treasurer Joe Bleier, or Finance Committee 
Chairperson Adam King. Also, please bring 
your copy of the budget to the Special 
Congregational Meeting on December 6th. 
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The Annual Report deadline is 
Sunday, December 6. All committee chairs 
and Staff members are asked to have their 
reports in to the Church Office by that date to 
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allow time for the report to be assembled. 
Thank you for your help! 
 

 

Special Congregational Meeting 
 

The Special Congregational Meeting 
is scheduled in the Nave, immediately 
following the 11 AM worship service on 
Sunday, December 6. This meeting is for the 
purposes of adopting the 2010 budget and the 
election of Congregation Council members. 
Please plan to be present to support the future 
of St. Peter’s ministries.  

 

 

Lunch Bunch Gathering 
 
On Wednesday, November 11, 

following the 10:30 AM Communion Worship 
service in the Chapel, Lunch Bunch will 
gather for their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
in the Social Room. EVERYONE is included 
in this invitation to worship and to share a 
meal. Following the meal, Pastor Roberts will 
share a PowerPoint presentation reflecting all 
the blessings of ministry that is shared through 
the members of St. Peter’s. 

Put the date on your calendar now, and 
consider inviting a family member or friend to 
come with you to worship and dinner on 
Wednesday, November 11th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God Knows Us By Name 

 
As Christians, we give to the Lord 

because we are grateful. The giving of our 
time, talent, and resources is the Christian way 
of expressing our thankfulness to God for all 
that we have. We at St. Peter’s have much for 
which to be thankful as we celebrate the 
burning of our 21st Century Fund Mortgage. It 
was with God’s help that we were able to keep 
our commitment and make those monthly 
payments. It is now time for us to look to 
continuing our present ministries and to plan 
for new ones. 

Mark your calendar and be sure to be 
present in worship on Sunday, November 15th, 
to view Pastor Roberts’ 2009 PowerPoint 
presentation, highlighting the blessings and 
ministries of our congregation. Remember to 
stop by the table outside the Narthex on 
Commitment Sunday, November 22, to write 
your baptismal name on the “God Knows Us 
By Name” banner.   

Your 2010 commitment card is 
attached to this page. Please prayerfully 
complete your card and return it to church by 
or on Sunday, November 22.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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Blood Drive at St. Peter’s 
 

St. Peter's Blood Drive is scheduled 
from 8 AM to Noon on Sunday, November 15. 
We are in need of 30 donors. Please speak 
with Associate in Ministry Barbara Taylor to 
make an appointment. Blood donation usually 
takes no more than an hour and juice & 
cookies are included! Prayerfully consider 
giving the gift of life! 
 

Sponsorships Available 
 

If you are interested in any of these 
sponsorships, please call the Church Office at 
610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary 
Linda Zrinski. 
 

November 29 
 

Altar Flowers - $45.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

December 6 
 

Children’s Bulletins - $12.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 

December 13 
 

Altar Flowers - $45.00 
Bulletin - $18.00 

 
���������	�
��
������
���
��

����������
��	�����������	�
��
����� �

 

Everyone is invited to the annual 
community Thanksgiving Service sponsored 
by Southside Ministries. This year the service 
will be at St. Peter’s at 3 PM on Sunday, 
November 22. The service will also celebrate 
SSM’s 25 years of ministry. 

Each congregation’s choir will sing 
and Pastor Gary Langensiepen, as the clergy 
person who has served with SSM for the 
longest time, will preach. Every person who 
attends is invited to bring non-perishable items 
for the food bank.   

 

There will be time for food and 
fellowship, time to recognize our special 
guests, and a history of the first 25 years of 
SSM will be presented to all in attendance. 
Mark your calendar and come be part of this 
important Southside Ministries celebration! 
For more information, contact SSM 
Coordinator Barbara Taylor. 
 

Share Your 
Blessings 

    
If you find that you have a spare 

turkey, ham, or chicken and would like to 
share it with a family in need, please contact 
Associate in Ministry Elizabeth Elterich in the 
Church Office. For Thanksgiving, please call 
by November 15, and for Christmas, by 
December 13. 
 

December Courier Deadline 
 

The deadline for the December 
Courier is Sunday, November 8. Please place 
your articles in the editor’s mailbox or email 
them to her at courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
 

���������	
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The season of Advent begins on 

Sunday, November 29th. Worship on each of 
the four Sundays of Advent reflects our 
preparation and our waiting for the coming of 
Christ and includes the lighting of the Advent 
candles. 

Also, at each morning worship service, 
the Sunday Church School children will 
receive a special offering for the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal. The children will follow the 
ushers to receive your gifts in their offering 
baskets. 

May we use God’s gift of Advent time 
to prepare our hearts and spirits for the coming 
of the Lord! 
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Preparing for Advent 
 

There are many ways to prepare one’s 
heart for the season of Advent. One of the 
favorites at St. Peter’s is designing an Advent 
wreath for your personal home devotions 
space.   

On Sunday, November 29th, following 
the 11 AM Communion Worship, the annual 
Advent Gathering will be held. There will be a 
soup/rolls/dessert lunch followed by time for 
each person to make an Advent wreath. When 
all the wreaths are completed, there will be a 
short devotion time. Folks will be on their way 
home around 1:30 PM. Family and friends are 
welcome to come and be part of the fun of 
creating an Advent wreath. 

Please sign up on the Advent poster on 
the Bulletin Board outside the Church Office 
by Sunday, November 15th, so that enough 
wreath making supplies will be ready for 
November 29th. 
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St. Peter’s members are fortunate to 
have the opportunity to share the spirit of 
Christmas with our neighbors.� In order to 
meet deadlines set by the agencies, gifts need 
to be at St. Peter’s no later than Sunday, 
December 13. �
  

Clients of Meals on Wheels --- 
Purchase items from the shopping lists 
provided in the Coffee Corner and bring the 
gifts back unwrapped. 

Children living at New Bethany --- 
Choose a Giving Tree ornament and then wrap 
the gift you chose and tape the star to the 
package. 

St. Peter’s Headstart Children --- 
Choose an ornament from the giving tree and 
purchase (1) a hat and (2) mittens or gloves 
for the child. Place the items and $2.00 into a 
plastic bag and secure the ornament to the bag. 
Each child will also receive a book. This year,  
 

books were purchased wholesale, so each 
child receives the same type of book. The $2 
covers the cost of the gift book for your child. 
 

Ethnic Christmas Tree 
 

The Ethnic Christmas Tree Exhibit at 
the Comfort Suites opens on Sunday, 
November 22, and runs until the New Year. 
The display includes a variety of trees 
decorated by local churches. St. Peter’s and 
University Parish of Holy Ghost decorate the 
“German Tree.” Ruth Walter and Jane Merkel 
represent our congregation on this project. Be 
sure to stop by to enjoy the special beauty of 
the decorated trees. 
 

A “Quiet Christmas” 
 

Christians remember the gift of our 
Savior Jesus Christ at Christmas. Often the 
worship services are joyful celebrations. For 
those who have experienced a loss in their 
lives --- whether it’s the loss of a loved one, 
the loss of employment, a broken relationship, 
or another painful loss, participation in the 
celebration may be too difficult. And, yet, we 
as Christians need to worship. 

On Sunday, December 13th, at 1:30 
PM, all are invited to St. Peter’s Nave for a 
“Quiet Christmas” worship service. Worship 
will include Psalms, prayers, reflection, and 
quiet, gentle music. It will be a time to give 
thanks for the gift of Jesus in a quiet, 
contemplative way. It will be a time to 
remember that Jesus walks with all who are 
feeling pain or loss. Invite family and friends 
for whom this would be a meaningful service, 
and worship with them in support. Together, 
we will remember the true meaning of 
Christmas as we worship our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



�����������	
�	� �����������������������������
��	�� ������

 8 

����� �������
�������		�� �
 

 St. Peter’s youth are providing the 
opportunity to purchase the Lehigh Valley 
2010 Entertainment Books. See ‘Miss’ Liz or 
call the Church Office (610-867-0519) as soon 
as possible so that you get one for yourself or 
a wonderful gift during the holidays. 
 

Elizabeth Elterich Begins New 
Ministry Opportunity 

�
Elizabeth Elterich, Associate in Ministry 

for Education/Youth/Outreach, was asked to sit 
on the Diakon Family Life Services Advisory 
Committee. This committee meets about four 
times a year to review the work done through 
Family Life Services, one of the Social Ministry 
organizations of the Northeastern PA Synod. 
The committee includes representatives from the 
various Mission Districts of the Synod. 
Elizabeth represents the Bethlehem/Easton 
Mission District. 

The purpose of the committee is to 
review the programming offerings of Family 
Life Services (FLS), to see how current 
programming may be enhanced and improved, 
and consider new opportunities for 
programming. Currently there is a very 
successful program in several middle schools 
called: Girls on the Run. This program 
educates and prepares girls for a lifetime of 
self-respect and healthy living through 
participating in running and track & field 
events. FLS also provides Living with Loss 
Support Groups when asked by a 
congregation. Another program that has been 
valuable in the Reading area is the LGBTQ 
Pride Bridge Builders group, a support group 
for young people to talk through their sexual 
identity issues in a safe, caring space. 

Diakon Family Life Services is a way 
that your Mission Support money is used by 
the Synod to care for those in pain, those 
needing some guidance, and those needing to 
know how much God loves and cares for 
them. 

 

Item Needed for the 
Synod Learning 
Ministries Day 

 
Associate in Ministry Elizabeth 

Elterich will be leading a workshop for the 
Synod Learning Ministries Day. One of the 
projects will be to create Tanzanian musical 
instruments. You can help by bringing in 
rinsed metal bottle caps (the kind found on old 
fashioned soda bottles that are removed with a 
bottle opener) by January 15, 2010, to the 
container outside ‘Miss’ Liz’s office. 
 

“Whatever Wednesdays!”  
 

Whether they arrive with smiles or 
not, the youth who participate in “Whatever 
Wednesdays” usually leave St. Peter’s with 
smiles on their faces. The smiles develop as 
they share together about their days at school, 
as they help each other with homework, as 
they share music and news, and when gathered 
together to share the ‘highs/lows’ of the week, 
or eating a light supper together. It is good to 
see that the weight of the world that youth 
often carry on their shoulders can be lifted for 
the hours they are together in a warm and safe 
place. The energy is usually high and 
contagious! St. Peter’s is truly blessed by the 
youth that come on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
Watch those smiles; they will make you smile, 
too! 

 
 
 
 

******************************************* 
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 Please remember, with notes and 
cards, the following homebound member who 
is celebrating her birthday this month:  
 

Mildred Wright – November 3 
 

���������	
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Funerals: 
 

Arline J. Miller – September 9, 2009 
 

David M. Bartholomew – September 24, 2009 
 

Lorraine Gaugler – October 14, 2009 
 

With Many Thanks! 
 
From Marisa and Pete Deshler: “We wish to 
thank the people of St. Peter's for all of the 
prayers and cards that were sent to celebrate 
the birth of our daughter, Katherine. We 
would especially like to thank Intern Stacy 
and Elizabeth Elterich for their hospital visits, 
and Adam King for his soup delivery. The 
soup was delicious and much appreciated. We 
truly feel blessed to have so much love 
and support from our St. Peter's family.” 

From Jeanette Gross: “Thank you for 
all the prayers, cards, and pastoral visits while 
I was in the hospital and in therapy. They were 
great and all those prayers helped so much.” 

From Bettie Jordan for allowing her to 
use the wheelchair. 

From Elsie Snyder for all the cards she 
has received from St. Peter’s members. 

From Grace Jesse: “Thank you for the 
visits from Pastor Roberts, Pastor Spieker, and 
Intern Stacy while I was in the hospital and in 
rehab. Thank you for the supper that St. 
Peter’s delivered to my house after I returned 
home. The soup was very good. Thank you to 
the congregation for the cards and prayers 
when I had my operation and while in rehab. 
Thank you for the phone calls to see how I’m 
doing.” 

 

A Letter from Madihani 
 

When Pastor Roberts and Kathy 
Thomforde returned from their September 
visit to Tanzania, they brought back with them 
a letter from Pastor Sephat Nduvambo and the 
members of Madihani Lutheran Church. 
Below are the greetings and thanks from our 
sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ at 
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
We greet you in Jesus’ Name. 
 

We, your Sisters and Brothers in Madihani, 
would like to send our sincere thanks for that 
you have sent our beloved sisters Rev. Edith 
Roberts and Professor Kathy Thomforde to 
visit us! It is a pleasure for us being with our 
beloved friends in Madihani. Through them 
we feel the Love of God in between. Their visit 
has built the very strong bridge between St. 
Peter’s and Madihani. Glory be to God! 
 

We thank you for the many presents you sent 
to us through them. We feel your love, and we 
will not forget! Thank you very much for the 
sewing machines, carpentry tools, and the 
money. You have helped us a lot. “Thanks.” 
 

We do hope that you will send them or other 
delegates to visit us again. You are welcome! 
We look forward to meeting Adam Kolman in 
June 2010. We do hope that he will stay with 
us in Madihani, even for a short time. 
 

The visit of Rev. Edith and Prof. Kathy has 
opened a new page of partnership. May God 
bless our partnership. 
 

Yours, 
Pastor Sephat Nduvambo 
Eneza Fungo, Parish Secretary 
Tegemea Kusiluka, Parish Evangelist 
Patrick Ngumba (studying to be a pastor) 
Church Leaders: 
Andolye Sanga 
Sikila Sanga 
Eda Kyando 
Kalolina Fungo 
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Lehigh/Lafayette 
Pre-Game Dinner 

 
St. Peter’s Campus Ministry group 

will continue the tradition of a Lehigh / 
Lafayette pre-game dinner on Tuesday, 
November 17, at 5:30 PM. The dinner will be 
part of the pre-game activities in preparation 
for the 145th football game to be played 
between Lehigh University and Lafayette 
College. It is the most often played college 
rivalry football game. This year the game will 
be played at Lehigh’s Goodman Field. 

All Lehigh and Lafayette students, 
alumni, parents, staff, and friends are invited 
to come to the pre-game dinner to share the 
stories of the games and traditions of the past 
and the hopes for 2009! 
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The Bethlehem Community Advent 

Breakfast will be held on Saturday, November 
28th, at 8:30 AM at Moravian Village. The 
breakfast is an opportunity to welcome the 
season of Advent with sisters and brothers in 
Christ from the Bethlehem area.   

The speaker will be The Rev. Dr. 
Christopher Thomforde, President of 
Moravian College and Seminary. Chris is a St. 
Peter’s member, and it will be great to be there 
to support him.    

Following the meal and presentation, 
the event will close with candle lighting and 
the singing of “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”  

To attend with a group from St. 
Peter’s, sign up on the Bulletin Board outside 
the Church Office by November 1st. After that 
day, you may get tickets at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Moravian Village, or 
the Moravian Book Shop.    
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List 
 
Furniture for Bride’s Room: 
 2 sofas             $2,000.00 
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social  
   Room                      each $150.00  
ADF              $1,000.00 
200 Folding Chairs                                each $50.00 
15 Plastic Folding Tables          each $75.00 
 

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities: 
21st Century Fund    Any Amount 
Youth Gathering     Any Amount 
Bear Creek Camperships                Any Amount 
 
NOTE: 1.  Prices are approximate. 

2.  Where a range of prices is indicated, 
more specific information is available from the 
Church Office. 

3.  A memorial Plaque may be purchased 
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the 
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00. 
4.  Please call Designated Gifts Coordinator, 
Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with questions or 
for more information.  
 

Calling the Church 
Office 

 
During the upcoming holiday seasons, 

Staff members will be taking some vacation 
time. As always, call the Church Office to get 
the names and telephone numbers of those on 
call for emergencies. Please do not leave 
messages at the homes of staff members, 
because, if they are away, it might be a long 
time before your message is heard. 
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Have you been worshipping at St. 
Peter’s and are now interested in joining? If 
you answered yes, please contact Pastor 
Roberts or the Church Office. 
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Please Call the Church Office If . 

. . 
. . . a member is taken to the hospital or a 
nursing home, or is seriously ill. 
. . . a member has a change of phone number 
or address. 
. . . there is a birth or a death. 
. . . a member has a personal situation about 
which he or she needs to speak with the 
pastor. 
. . . you wish to schedule a wedding at St. 
Peter’s. 

Remember: (1) Let the phone ring 10 
times to allow the voicemail to pick up. (2) 
Always call the church to see which staff 
members are on call for an emergency. A 
message left at a staff member’s home may 
not be received for some time if the staff 
member is away. 
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The ELCA Mission Investment Fund 

provides a great opportunity for you to both 
provide for the child and to provide capital to 
start new congregations. The plan is simple. 
Open an account for your child. You may 
make deposits at any time and the fund 
becomes available when the child turns 18. 
The account earns interest, so it grows as the 
child grows. The monies are loaned through 
the ELCA to begin new congregations 
throughout the United States. It’s a wonderful 
way to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Contact Barbara Taylor in the Church 
Office and ask for an application for 
“Missions Future 4 Kidz.” You can share with 
a special child and help plant new 
congregations, too. 
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The Southside Ministries Better Buy 
Thrift Shop is once again open regular hours! 
The shop is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays, 10 AM to 3 PM. Friday hours 
are from 10:30 AM to 1 PM.  
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Southside Ministries was awarded a 

grant for $2,500 for work with children. The 
grant is part of the money from the federally-
funded Route 222 Corridor Anti-Gang 
Initiative. SSM will use the grant monies for 
the Friday evening program for elementary 
school children.    

The goal is for the children both to 
have fun in a safe place and to build healthy 
relationships with responsible adults from the 
community as an alternative to finding 
entertainment and relationships in a 
gang. SSM must submit a final report at the 
end of the school year. 

The program will be monitored by the 
Bethlehem Gang Prevention Task Force. SSM 
Directing Council member Anne Evans serves 
on the Task Force. A special “THANK YOU” 
to Anne for her work in helping to write the 
SSM grant proposal. Coordinator Barbara 
Taylor attends the monthly Task Force 
meeting as a condition of the grant. This grant 
provides a wonderful opportunity for SSM and 
for the children!   
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Our neighbors have settled into the 

new Broughal building on Morton Street. St. 
Peter’s members are invited to attend the 
Dedication Ceremony on Sunday, November 
1, at 4 PM at the school.   
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This is the last call to have the value of 
your gift to Fountain Hill Cemetery matched 
by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Please 
make your check payable to St. Peter’s and 
write “Ft. Hill Cemetery” in the memo line. 
Place your gift in the offering plate or mail it 
to the Church Office. 
 

Check It Out!  
 

Have you seen the latest? Stop by the 
display case at the Vine Street Christian 
Education building door and/or visit 
www.stpetersbethlehem.org to keep up-to-
date with St. Peter’s events. 
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On Sunday, November 15, following 

the 11 AM Worship service, everyone is 
welcome to come and bake Christmas cookies. 
This is an LYO event open to all youth in 
grades 1-12+, and any adults who would like 
to participate. We’ll have a quick pizza lunch 
before we begin the baking of lots and lots of 
cookies! 

If you would like to contribute some 
ready to bake cookie dough for the group that 
would be great! Make sure to attach the 
baking directions when you bring the dough 
on November 15. Please let ‘Miss’ Liz know 
what you will be bringing so we have a variety 
of cookies to ship off to our St. Peter’s youth 
away at college or in the military, and to 
former Interns. 

Bring your own apron and join the fun 
of baking Christmas cookies together! 

 
 
 

   
 
 

Poinsettia Plants 
 

 Poinsettia plants will again decorate the nave of St. Peter’s this Christmas. Please order your 
plant(s) using the form below and include a donation of $9.00 for each plant ordered. You may place your 
donation and order form in the offering plate or mail it to the Church Office. As in past years, a sufficient 
number of plants will be ordered to decorate the nave and additional monies will be donated to the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal. Plants will be distributed to homebound members after Christmas worship. Order 
deadline: Sunday, December 13. 

�
To honor:����������������������������������������������
�
To remember:������������������������������������������
�
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If you are not sure if a St. Peter’s 

worship service or event will take place, 
please call the Church Office and listen to the 
recorded message for an update. If there is no 
cancellation message, worship and events will 
go on as scheduled.  
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 On the third Sunday in October, St. 
Peter’s received our annual offering for Meals 
on Wheels. Once again, donations were 
sufficient to cover the $500 cost of sponsoring 
“our” route. This means that there is a large 
magnet reading “This route sponsored by St. 
Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church” on the 
car that delivers meals to south side residents. 
Thank you to everyone who helped our south 
side neighbors!  
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 During October and November, Intern 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner led “Scripture and 
Sweets” – a Bible Study for women. 
 Now all adults are invited to an 
Advent Bible Study led by Pastor Roberts. 
We’ll gather from 7 to 8:30 PM in the Trauger 
Room on Mondays, December 7 and 14, to 
explore how we can prepare our hearts for the 
coming of the newborn King. 
 Mark your calendar to be part of the 
study group! 
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 

474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 
610-867-0519 

CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 

8 AM to 3 PM 
Friday: 9 AM to NOON 

FAX: 610-867-1249 
E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 

www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
 

STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for 
Education/Youth/Outreach  

 

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish 
Administration 

 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner – Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:   8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
 9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
 6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel  
                

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings 
for children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 
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