t. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

November will be a busy month for those
committed to the mission and ministry of
St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at
the corner of Packer and Vine. The
calendar is filled with opportunities to bring
us closer together as a family of faith.

Sunday, November 2™ is All Saints
Sunday. We will read the names, light the
candles, and give thanks for the people
who have helped us to grow in faith, hope,
and love. This is also a time for us to
reflect on the responsibilities placed in our
hands. Just as those who have gone
before us, God has called us to proclaim
the Gospel and to care for our buildings.
The best way that we can thank God for
the people who nurtured us is to commit
ourselves to raise up a new generation
committed to Christ and his mission and
ministry.

Sunday, November 9" is Women of the
ELCA Thankoffering Sunday. We give
thanks for the ministries of this
organization, both within the congregation
and in the Wider Church. St. Peter’s
Women of the ELCA sponsor missionaries
Pastor Stephen and Dr. Jean Godsall-
Myers and a variety of other ministries
through the proceeds of the Bach
Ministry  of Hospitality.  The special
Thankoffering giving supports ministries of
Women of the ELCA, around the world,
including literacy and the wellbeing of
women and children living in poverty.

On Sunday, November 16", we will
celebrate our call to mission and ministry
through a “powerpoint sermon” filled with
pictures of people and activities. At 3:00 in
the afternoon, we will return to the Nave to
be inspired through our Organist Marisa
Deshler's Organ Recital. Luther said:
“Music is a grand and glorious gift of God.”

Sunday, November 23" is Christ the King
Sunday - the last Sunday in the Church
Year. As we celebrate Christ as King of
our lives, we will also make our financial
commitments for 2009. It is up to each of
us to faithfully support the mission and
ministry that has been placed in our hands.

On Sunday, November 30", we will begin
a new Church Year with the First Sunday
of Advent. Immediately following the 11
AM worship service, the Advent Gathering
will provide an opportunity for individuals
and families to deepen their experience of
the Advent Journey.

May November be a time for you to

deepen your commitment to our Living
Lord.

In Christ,
//{i')' o) M

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



November Worship Highlights

Sunday, November 2

Wednesday, November 5

Sunday, November 9

Wednesday, November 12
Sunday, November 16

Wednesday, November 19

Sunday, November 23

Wednesday, November 26

Sunday, November 30
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All Saints Sunday

8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
Nave with candle lighting in memory of loved
ones

6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel with
candle lighting in memory of loved ones

10:30 AM — Holy Communion ldedling in the
Chapel

26" Sunday after Pentecost / Women of the ELCA
Thankoffering Sunday

8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the

Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communiothe Chapel

27" Sunday after Pentecost

; ¢, 8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
= Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion and Healing in the
Chapel

Commitment Wednesday
10:30 AM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Christ the King Sunday / Commitment Sunday
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communiothe Chapel
7:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
sponsored by Southside Ministries at Holy Ghost
Roman Catholic Church

First Sunday of Advent

8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel



Elizabeth’s
Editorial

Several weeks ago, St. Peter’s youth
participated in a youth retreat. All in
attendance seemed to have a great time. As
with any good gathering of people, a few
jokes flew around. However, one particular
phrase seemed to surface that might need a
bit of explanation. One of the primary
phrases that came from our Bible study was
that “Lutherans are downers.”

In our Bible study we talked about
the idea that there seem to be two ways to
think about theology and religion. There is
“UP” religion, and there is “DOWN”
religion. “UP” religion is based on the ideg
that what we do enables us to earn our 3
into heaven. In this understanding,
everything depends on our actions as
humans. Think of an escalator or a ladde!
We are working our way up to God. We are
climbing a ladder up to heaven by the things
that we do. This may seem all fine and good
until we realize that we are not perfect
people. While we try to climb a ladder up to
God, we are imperfect — we sin. Our sin then
only pushes us farther and farther down the
ladder, farther and farther away from God.
The youth agreed there had to be another
way to think about our relationship with
God.

We went on to talk about “DOWN”
religion. Instead of our working our way
“UP” to God, God has to come down to us
in Christ. Because of this downward act,
called grace, we are freed from trying to
work for our salvation. For us as sinners,
this is incredibly good news! God has come
down to us, and there is no longer a need to
climb ladders to get close to God. We do not
have to be consumed with worry and
wonder if we have done enough for God to
love us or to get into heaven. Christ has
done that work for us! “For by Grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is

NOT your own doing; it is the gift of God ~
not the result of good works, so that no one

may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) There is
nothing we have done, can do, or will do so
that we can earn this incredible love. This is
a gift of love that can only come from God.
This kind of “DOWN?” religion is
where Lutherans would find themselves.
Through this talk about “UP” and “DOWN”"
religion and time spent thinking about God’s
downward action for us was born the phrase
“Lutherans are downers.” This does not
mean that we are depressing to be around —
quite the opposite. In fact, we are on fire
because God has come down to us so that
we do not have to climb ladders up to God.
The youth who attended the fall
retreat know that they no longer have a need
for ladders. They no longer have to worry

> about working for their salvation; they are
. totally free from that! With all this free time,

the youth decided that they would focus on
becoming God’s hands in the world. They
talked about concrete ways that they could
do this, using their God-given talents.

So, if you see a few extra ladders
laying around St. Peter’s, you will know
why: we simply don’t need them! If you,
too, have a ladder, throw yours on the pile
and come and join us as God'’s hands in the
world! We are having a great tlme'

In peace,

%)
Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intel)&ﬂ,?"§>

A motion was approved to:

-- transfer William Heacock to St.
Matthew’'s Lutheran Church, Bethlehem,
PA, at his written request.

-- accept the $300 proposal from RIM
Service to trim trees on church property.

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 3
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519.




Building use requests:

-- at Marisa Deshler’s request, a Pipe Organ
Encounter, sponsored by the American
Guild of Organists, to be held June 22-26,
2009, 9 AM-Noon, in the Choir Room and
Nave.

-- Herb Heffner to hold a piano recital on
December 7 from 1 PM until the church is
locked following evening worship.

-- Melissa Frankenfield to hold a family
gathering in the Coffee Corner on November
9.

-- South Side Expression to use the Social
Room on February™7from 5-9 PM.

Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Studyvill meet on
Tuesdays, November 4 & 18, from 9 to
10:30 AM in the Trauger Room. Women of
all ages are invited to be part of the study.

Cedarbrook Annex Bingo Party
Tuesday, November 11, at 6:30 PM. Help is
needed to assist the guests. Also needed are
prizes such as jewelry, toiletries, small gift
items, snacks such as cheese & crackers,
candy bars, perfume, greeting and Christmas
cards, stamps, etc. Please have your prizes in
the Church Office by November 9. Call
Evelyn Smith if you can help or have
guestions. Join us. The guests really enjoy
our visit.

Thankoffering Sundaig November
9. Former St. Peter’s Intern Pastor Lori
Kochanski will preach at all worship
services. Everyone is invited to the Social
Room at 12:30 PM for Sunday Dinner.
Please bring a covered dish to share. To
make sure that there is a balance of foodg;
here are some suggested guidelines: if your
last name begins with A-D, bring a salad; E-
K, a vegetable dish; L-Q, a casserole; R-Z, a
dessert.

After the meal, former intern Drew
Goodson, Kelly Fackenthall, and Adam

Kolman will share stories and pictures from
their Companion Synod trips to Saxony,
Germany.

Christmas Ingathering Thank you
to all who have contributed deodorant for
the Christmas Ingathering. Our goal is 175
containers. We still need 70 more. Please
place your gifts in the box outside the
Church Office.

We continue to make our monthly
mortgage payment faithfully, but in several
months this year, our giving was not equal
to the payment amount, so our reserves have
dwindled. Now we are approaching the last
Sunday of the Church Year, Christ the King
Sunday, celebrated on November 23 this
year.

This is a good time for each of us to
reflect on the commitments we have made
over the course of the year — as individuals
and as a congregation. St. Peter's made our
commitment to stay “In the City for Good,

In the City for God,” and we completed our
one-million-dollar-plus renovations to make
that commitment possible. We are now able
to host ministries for our members and for
members of the community in a warm,
welcoming, safe space. The hope is to plan a
Mortgage Burning celebration during 2009.
At this close of the Church Year, prayerfully
consider ways to help St. Peter’s pay off our
mortgage as we continue to be blessed with

4% these wonderful facilities to use to be a

blessing to others.

Fall Back!

Remember to move your clock back one
hour before you go to sleep on Saturday,
November 1. This way you will be sure to
be on time for worship and Sunday Church
School on November 2, All Saints Sunday.



Special Congregational
Meeting

The Special Congregational
Meeting is scheduled in the Nave, |
immediately following the 11 AM worship %
service on Sunday, December 7. This 5
meeting is for the purposes of adoptingth
2009 budget and the election of =
Congregation Council members. Please plan
to be present to support the future of St.
Peter’s ministries.

2009 Budget

v

o

Please see an usher after worship on
Sunday, November 16, to pick up your copy
of the proposed 2009 budget. Study the
budget, and bring questions to Pastor
Roberts, Treasurer Joe Bleier, or Finance
Committee Chairperson Adam King. Also,
please bring your copy of the budget to the
Special Congregational Meeting on
December %.

Annual Report
Deadline

The Annual Report deadline is
Sunday, December 7. All committee chairs
and Staff members are asked to have their
reports in to the Church Office by that date
to allow time for the report to be assembled.
Thank you for your help!

Lunch Bunch

Following the 10:30 AM worship on
Wednesday, November 12, everyone is
invited for a delicious “Thanksgiving
Dinner,” prepared by Associate in Ministry
Elizabeth Elterich. Following the meal,
those present will have the opportunity to
preview Pastor Roberts’ 2008 PowerPoint
presentation, highlighting the blessings and
ministries of our congregation. This is an

opportunity to celebrate the mission and
ministry that we share as a congregation and
to reflect on our commitment to the future of
St. Peter’s -- “In the City for Good, In the

~ =4 City for God.”

»God’s Work ~ Our Hands

Mark your calendar and be sure to
be present in worship on Sunday, November
16, to view Pastor Roberts’ 2008
PowerPoint presentation, highlighting the
blessings and ministries of our congregation.
You will be amazed to see all God’s
Workthat we have accomplished withur
Handsand the guiding of the Holy Spirit.

During the following week, we are
invited to reflect prayerfully on all the
blessings viewed in the PowerPoint and to
ask ourselves, “What portion of my income
is God calling me to give?” Each adult
member of St. Peter’s will receive an
estimate of giving card for 2009. Completed
cards may be returned during worship on
November 2% or mailed to the Church
Office if you can't be present that day.

Our congregation is blessed to be a
blessing. As we all work together, we can do
God’s Workwith Our Hands

Meet the Bishop

Everyone is invited to St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church on Easton Avenue at 7 PM
on Wednesday, Novembef For the
Bethlehem-Easton Mission District “Meet
the Bishop” event. Bishop Samuel Zeiser
was elected at the Synod Assembly and
installed on September 27

The evening will include reflections
by Bishop Zeiser, time for questions and
answers, and the sharing of refreshments
with our sisters and brothers of the Mission
District.




All Saints Sunday

At each worship service on Sunday,/
November ¥ the tolling bell will be rung __7
in memory of those who have died since last
All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2007. As.
worshippers come forward to receive Holy
Communion, each person will have the
opportunity to light a candle in
remembrance of all the saints who have
gone before us in the faith.

Invite family members and friends
for whom this would be a meaningful and
memorable time of worship.

All Saints Sunday is also a time to
consider the gift of a share ($100) or a half
share ($50) of Interest for a Day in the Keys
to the 21' Century Mortgage Reduction
Fund in memory of your loved one. Call
Associate in Ministry Barbara Taylor at the
Church Office to choose how you want your
memorial listed in the Novembe?®2
bulletin. It's a wonderful way to help St.
Peter’s keep its commitment while
remembering loved ones!

e,

Sponsorships
Available

If you are interested in any of these
sponsorships, please call the Church Office
at 610-867-0519 and talk to Parish Secretary
Linda Zrinski.

November
Children Bulletins - $12.00
Newspaper - $25.00

November 30
Altar Flowers - $45.00
Bulletin - $18.00
Bulletin - $18.00

*% * *k%k * *% * *% *

St. Peter’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered
worshipping family of faith witnessing to
God’s inclusive love for individuals, for

our community, and for the world.
kkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkikk

« Calling the Church

Office

*‘3;# During the upcoming holiday
- seasons, Staff members will be taking some

vacation time. As always, call the Church
Office to get the names and telephone
numbers of those on call for emergencies.
Please do not leave messages at the homes
of staff members, because, if they are away,
it might be a long time before your message
is heard.

Time to Get a Flu Shot

The Bethlehem Health Bureau will
hold a flu shot clinic in St. Peter’s Social
Room from 9:15 to 10:45 AM on Sunday,
November 8. Shots are available to
residents of Bethlehem at a cost of $10.
There is no cost to Senior Citizen with
Medicare cards.

For more details on eligibility and
on what paperwork to bring along, see the
poster on the bulletin board outside the
Church Office.

Please share this information with
family members and neighbors living in
Bethlehem.

Community Thanksgiving Eve
Service

Everyone is invited to the service
sponsored by Southside Ministries on
Wednesday, November 26, at 7 PM at Holy
Ghost Roman Catholic Church. St. Peter’'s
Intern Elizabeth Nees will preach. A
reception will follow the worship service.
Please bring non-perishable items for the
South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center
Food Bank.




Thanksgiving Dinner
Baskets

The South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center is preparing for the
Thanksgiving holiday. This year we have |
the opportunity for individuals to donateﬁ"
$25, which will purchase a full
Thanksgiving dinner for a family of fou
The $25 includes a turkey or ham, oniors?
potatoes, sweet potatoes, cabbage, celery,
apples, oranges, pie, brown-and-serve rolls,
stuffing, green beans, corn, macaroni and
cheese, and cranberry juice.

To help, make your $25 check
payable to “South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center,” and mail it to the Center at Box
791, Bethlehem, PA 18016. If you need
more information, call 610-865-2791.

Share Your
Blessings

If you find that you have a spare
turkey, ham, or chicken and would like to
share it with a family in need, please contact
Associate in Ministry Elizabeth Elterich in
the Church Office. For Thanksgiving, please
call by November 17, and for Christmas, by
December 15.

Advent Begins the
New Church Year

The season of Advent begins on
Sunday, November 30Worship on each of
the four Sundays of Advent reflects our
preparation and our waiting for the coming
of Christ and includes the lighting of the
Advent candles.

Also, at each morning worship
service, the Sunday Church School children
will receive a special offering for the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal. The children will
follow the ushers to receive your gifts in
their offering baskets.

May we use God'’s gift of Advent
time to prepare our hearts and spirits for the
coming of the Lord!

Advent Gathering

St. Peter's annual tradition of

#Advent wreath-making will take place the

first Sunday of Advent, November 30,
ollowing the 11 AM Worship service.

“Soup, rolls, and dessert will be available as a

light lunch before the wreath-making begins.

Each person/family will be able to
make their own wreath to use as a focus for
their home Advent devotion time. The
supplies will be provided. As always,
contributions of all kinds of freshly cut
evergreens/yews would be appreciated.
Bring them along on the day of the wreath-
making. Remember to bring a pair of garden
clippers to cut the greens.

When all the wreaths are completed,
Intern Elizabeth Nees will lead a short time
of devotions while the first candle of each
wreath is lighted.

Please sign up by November 9, on
the bulletin board outside the Church Office,
so that enough supplies/food will be ready
for everyone participating on the"30

Advent Greens

White pine is needed for the Advent
reaths in the Nave and the Chapel. Please

atfithe Church Office if you can supply
white pine branches.

Please let Barbara Taylor know by
November & if you can help supply these
greens.

December Courier
Deadline

The deadline for the December Couligr
Sunday, November 9. Please place your
articles in the editor's mailbox or email
them to her atourier_editor@yahoo.com



LYO Activities
Grades 1 through 7

Youth in grades 1 through 7 will get
together on Sunday, November 9, from 2-4
PM to share some supper and then bake and
sample Christmas cookies. We will freeze
most of the cookies to send them off to St.
Peter’s youth away at college and to St.
Peter’s former interns around the USA!

Friends are welcome, as is cookie
batter ready to be baked. Adults are
welcome as well for this fun evening!

Grades 8 through 12
St. Peter’s youth in grades 8 through
12 -- and their friends -- will meet at 10 PM
on November 7, for a fall lock-in. The main
focus of our time together will be to make

Sign up on the sheet on ‘Miss’ Liz's
door by November 2, so that we know who
is coming and when.

“Whatever
Wednesday!”

Each Wednesday youth from grades
8 to young adult age are coming together a
4 PM (or as soon as they can after school
hang out together and catch up on
homework, do some fun stuff, share a meal,
pray, go to Choirs, and share what they are
doing as God'’s hands in their world of
school, friends, jobs, and family. They have
met several times and cho3&Hatever
Wednesday!for the group’s name.
Everyone is welcome at this group, and the
more the merrier. If transportation is an
issue, please be in touch with Intern
Elizabeth or ‘Miss’ Liz on Tuesdays so that
can be worked out. It is important for lots of
youth to be here.

&z "’, With seven youth and three advisors

registered for the 2009 ELCA Youth
Gathering in New Orleans July 22-26, it is
time to get serious about paying for the
adventure. One way for you to help support
this experience is to order lots of hoagies for
your family and friends.

Orders can be made in the Coffee
Corner each Sunday or by contacting ‘Miss’
Liz by November 2.

The hoagies -- fresh and tasty as
ever -- will be made during the Sr. High
Lock-In on Friday, November 7, and will be
ready for pick-up in the Social Room on
Saturday, November 8, from 8 to 9 AM.
Both Italian and tuna hoagies will be
available. We do accommodate special
orders!

2009 Lehigh Valley
Entertainment Books

Entertainment Books are available
from ‘Miss’ Liz. The books are filled with
money-saving coupons. Proceeds support
the seven youth and three adults attending
the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering in New
Orleans.

Bear Creek Camp News

Winter Camgfor junior and senior
youth will run from Friday, December
26" through Sunday, December2&nder
a blanket of snow (hopefully) enjoy lots of
your favorite camp activities and try some
you’ll never do at summer camp, like
snowball fights with counselors and playing
onthe lake. The cost is $140.

If you are interested in this camping
experience, please see ‘Miss’ Liz for
registration and medical release forms. The
phone number for Bear Creek Camp is 570-
472-3741.



Please remember, with notes and
cards, the following homebound member
who is celebrating her birthday this
month:

Mildred Wright — November 3?

With Many Thanks! ~/

From Charlotte and Bob Henshaw
to the Congregation Council for allowing
their family to use the Social Room for a
surprise 600 Wedding Anniversary Party,
with a special thanks to Council Member
Ron Kropf, who provided access to the
building and helped with the set-up.

From Javier Toro, Executive
Director of South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center, for “your recent donations of food
for the South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center’s pantry. The Center is blessed
because of your ongoing generosity and
support.”

From former Intern Drew Goodson
to St. Peter’'s Congregation Council: “for the
very generous gift you all presented to me as
| left St. Peter’s. It has already been useful
for buying books this semester. For all your
support, and for your companionship in
sharing the gospel of Christ, | give thanks!
May God'’s love guide you in the years to
come.”

Dart Baseball
League: Come and

Join Us!

St. Peter’s Dart Baseball Team is in
full swing and looks good. We have had
several new players join the team and we are
all having fun. There is always room for
more on the team. Our team is made up of
both men and women, so all are welcome.

You are invited to come on out and join in
the fun and fellowship. You don’t even have
to run the bases! We’ll teach you all you
need to know to play the game. Games are
played on Monday nights and schedules are
available from Ron Frankenfield or can be
found on the bulletin board outside the
Church Office.

A Time for Giving

St. Peter’'s members are known for
outreach to our neighborhood and
community. Christmas is one of our special
times for this outreach.

One of the ways we will reach out
this year is to the children who participate in
the programs at South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center. Tags bearing name,
age, gender, and wished-for-gift will be on
the Giving Tree in the Coffee Corner.

A second way we will reach out is
to senior neighbors who receive daily
nutrition through Meals on Wheels, who
will be provided gifts with their holiday
meals. Many are alone, and the volunteer
who delivers their meals may be their only
personal contact. A list of gift items will be
on the table next to the Giving Tree.

Finally, a wonderful annual
opportunity is our outreach to our Headstart
children, each of whom receives a book, a
hat or cap, and mittens or gloves. Tags will
be on the Giving Tree, also with name and
gender. This year each Headstart child will
also receive one of the scares that were
prayerfully knitted by Lutherans from
around the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod and were distributed at the 2008
Synod Assembly.

Please return your gifts to the
Coffee Corner by December 15. We can
make a difference in the lives of our
neighbors, as we do God’s Work with Our
Hands. {57




Interested in

College?

On Sunday, November 23,
following the 11 AM Worship service,
Pastor Chris and Dr. Kathy Thomforde will
give a presentation about planning for
college: how to apply, where the money can
come from, how to choose the right
institution. Pastor Thomforde is the
President of Moravian College and
Theological Seminary. Kathy Thomforde is
a college professor. Because both have
worked in colleges for many years, they
come with sound advice for youth and their
parents. There will be a light lunch,
followed by the presentation in the Trauger
Room. Please sign up on the sheet on ‘Miss’
Liz's office door by November 19

Are You as Involved
at St. Peter’s as
You'd Like?
Part Il

options for more or different ways of living
out their daily life through the ministries
offered at St. Peter’s, let us consider the
Outreachopportunities.

Members of thédvocacy Group
look at ways of speaking for individuals
who cannot do it for themselves. Letter
writing campaigns, articles on issues relating
to the election of officials, and service
projects for local organizations and groups is
a sample of what is accomplished by this
group. At various times throughout the year,
members join with other volunteers to help
build or renovate a home as part of a local
Habitat for Humanity project. In the
summer members serve in a variety of ways
at theSSM Kids summer program. These
volunteers serve as teachers, musicians,
singers, and dancers. Another opportunity is
offered througlSouthside Ministrieswhich
asks volunteers to work at the meal center,
Thrift Shop, food bank, or in the youth

S
V3

WEG Topic 6: Peace and Conflict

As members continue to explore E

programWomen of the ELCA hosts
numerous opportunities for involvement
throughout the year which lead to financial
support for missionaries, camperships,
Meals on Wheels, and other community and
world needs. A Women’s Bible Study is
held on each of the first and third Tuesday
mornings of the month.

If you feel you are being called to
become involved in any of th@utreach
opportunities, please contact the Church
Office for more information.

Called to Be a Public Church:

Peace and Conflict
He will settle disputes among great nations.
They will hammer their swords into plows
and their spears into pruning knives.
Nations will never again go to war, never
prepare for battle again.
Isaiah 2:4

Every edition of The Couriesince

last spring has contained an article from a
member of St. Peter's Advocacy Committee
concerning an issue relevant to the election
on November 4. As the people of God in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

we have reflected on housing, hunger, health
care, global warming, and immigration.

With the election just days away,
our last issue for reflection is “Peace and
Conflict.” As Christians, we are called not
simply to stop violence, but to work for
peace and justice. Jesus spoke of the
peacemakers as Children of God, and the
Apostle Paul urged Christian communities
to live in harmony as they sought justice for
all people.

It may seem that there is nothing
that one person can do to effect peace on
earth. Battles rage in Iraq, in Darfur, and in
the lands we call “holy” --- Israel and
Palestine. Human beings are deprived of

10



family life and meaningful work, tyrants
randomly attack those perceived as enemies,
and people of faith kill one another in the
name of religion. It is overwhelming.
And yet, throughout history --- from the
time of Jesus to Martin Luther to the ELCA
in the 22 Century --- Christians have
continued and do continue to work for peace
and justice.

We now have the opportunity on
November 4 to choose leaders for the United
States who will work for peace and justice.

Consider asking the candidates:

How will you responsibly end US
military operations in Iraq?

How will you work to achieve a two-state
solution to end the conflict between Israel
and Palestine?

How will you work to insure peace in
Darfur and to provide humanitarian aid?

How will you work for justice for all the
people of the United States?

Prayerfully consider all of these
important issues and then vote for the
candidates you believe will work for the
good of all the people on God S earth

Matching Funds

This is the last call to have the value
of your gift to Fountain Hill Cemetery
matched by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. Please make your check payable
to St. Peter’s and write “Ft. Hill Cemetery”
in the memo line. Place your gift in the
offering plate or mail it to the Church
Office.

November 16 is National Organ
Donor Sunday. It's a time when
congregations across the country raise
awareness of the shortage of organs and
tissues. For more information, call 1-800-
DONORS (1-800-366-6771).

Donations of both whole blood and
platelets are desperately needed by the
Miller-Keystone Blood Center. Your
donation will only take about one hour, but
you can save several lives! Please call 610-
559- 7100 and schedule your appointment

Poinsettia plants will again decorate the navetoP8ter’s this Christmas. Please order your
plant(s) using the form below and include a domatb$9.00 for each plant ordered. You may
place your donation and order form in the offenqitate or mail it to the Church Office. As in past
years, a sufficient number of plants will be ordete decorate the nave and additional monies
will be donated to the ELCA World Hunger Appealaits will be distributed to homebound
members after Christmas worship. Order deadlinad&y, December 14.

To honor:
To remember:
Given by:

Enclosed is:

11



Lehigh/Lafayette
Football Game
Dinner

As has become a tradition at St.
Peter’s, we will again gather for a pre-
Lehigh/Lafayette football game dinner on
Tuesday, November 18, at 5:30 PM in the
Social RoomEveryonewith any tie to
either school is invited to come for dinner
and share the stories and traditions of this
most often played college football rivalry!
This will be the 144 time these two schools
have met on the gridiron.

Come -- bring friends and enjoy an
evening of a home-cooked meal and great
conversation!

The Bethlehem Community Advent
Breakfast will be held on Saturday,
November 28, at 8:30 AM at Moravian
Village. The breakfast is an opportunity to
welcome the season of Advent with sisters
and brothers in Christ from the Bethlehem
area.

The speaker will be The Very
Reverend Tony Pompa, Dean and Rector of
the Cathedral Church of the Nativity.

The event closes with candle
lighting and the singing of “O Little Town
of Bethlehem.”

To attend with a group from St.
Peter’s, sign up on the Bulletin Board
outside the Church Office by Novembét 9
After that day, you may get tickets at the
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Moravian
Village, and the Moravian Book Shop.

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshktymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride’'s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21% Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is
$20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts
Coordinator, Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with
guestions or for more information.

SSM Thrift Shop

Southside Ministries is forming a
team of volunteers from the SSM churches
to work in the shop on the first Thursday
and/or third Monday of each month from
6:30 to 8:30 PM. The shop will not be
available to customers and will remain
locked. The volunteers would work to sort
the huge amounts of clothing that cause so
much difficulty in terms of storage. The
hope is that this evening team will be of help
to the day time Thrift Shop teams.

To volunteer or for more
information, please contact SSM
Coordinator Barbara Taylor at 610-867-
0519.
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM

Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outtka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Sunday:

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday
mornings for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns - Courigtditor

A “Quiet
Christmas”

Christians remember the gift of our
Savior Jesus Christ at Christmas. Often the
worship services are joyful celebrations. For
those who have experienced a loss in their
lives --- whether it's the loss of a loved one,
the loss of employment, a broken
relationship, or another painful loss,
participation in the celebration may be too
difficult. And, yet, we as Christians need to
worship.

On Sunday, December 2at 1:30
PM, all are invited to St. Peter’'s Nave for a
“Quiet Christmas” worship service. Worship
will include Psalms, prayers, reflection, and
quiet, gentle music. It will be a time to give
thanks for the gift of Jesus in a quiet,
contemplative way. It will be a time to
remember that Jesus walks with all who are
feeling pain or loss. Invite family and
friends for whom this would be a
meaningful service, and worship with them
in support. Together, we will remember the
true meaning of Christmas as we worship
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Check It Out!

Have you seen the latest? Stop by
the display case at the Vine Street Christian
Education building door and/or visit
www.stpetersbethlehem.org to keep up-to-
date with St. Peter’s events.

Cancellations Due
to the Weather

If you are not sure if a St. Peter’s
worship service or event will take place,
please call the Church Office and listen to
the recorded message for an update. If there
is no cancellation message, worship and
events will go on as schedule
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