'St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

October is a month of connections. We begin
on October 5™ by celebrating World
Communion Sunday — with one addition. As
Lutherans, we now also lift up Lutheran World
Federation on the first Sunday in October.
We lift up our connections with all the
baptized people of God and, in particular,
with other Lutherans around the world.
Through Lutheran World Federation, we
make an amazing difference in the world:
feeding the hungry, housing the homeless,
and bringing help and hope in the midst of
disasters.

On October 12", a group from St. Peter’s will
connect with the lives of sisters and brothers
in Africa through “A World Vision Experience:
AIDS.” World Vision is a Christian
humanitarian  organization dedicated to
working with children, families, and their
communities worldwide to reach their full
potential by tackling the causes of poverty
and injustice. It operates programs for
HIV/AIDS prevention and care in over 60
countries. The experience will include a
replica of an African village and a “day in the
life of a child with HIV/AIDS.”

On October 19", we will be connected with
God’s amazing grace through the Service of
Healing. This is a reminder to us that God
wants to enter our lives in tangible
ways, bringing the strength and promise
that the world cannot give and empowering
us to make a positive difference in the world.

On October 21st, members of St. Peter’s will
show our support of New Bethany Ministries
through the annual Souper Day. We are
connected with our sisters and brothers in our
community who find themselves hungry and
homeless. Each Souper Day usually includes
stories of people who have come to New
Bethany seeking help and hope and have
found new direction and purpose for their
lives.

October 26" is another celebration of our
connections with other Lutherans. On
October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his
“95 Theses” to the door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg and changed history. Each
year we celebrate the Reformation on the last
Sunday of October. This year we will also
celebrate as former Intern Jonathan Niketh is
ordained in Connecticut on Reformation
Sunday.

We have a lot of connections to celebrate!
In Christ

f:r:)' Lo M

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



October Worship Highlights

Wednesday, October 1

Wednesday, October 8

Sunday, October 12

Wednesday, October 15

Sunday, October 19

Wednesday, October 22

Sunday, October 26 [===1

10:30 AM — Holy Communion ldedling
in the Chapel

World Communion/ Lutheran World
Federation Sunday

8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
Nave

6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy Communiorhm €hapel

¥Sunday after Pentecost
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the
Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniothaChapel

#Sunday after Pentecost
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion and
Healing in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion and Healing in
the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniothaChapel
Reformation Sunday
8:15 & 11:00 AM — Holy Communion in the

Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM — Holy CommuniothaChapel



Elizabeth’s
Editorial

There is a joke often shared
between people from Wyoming: that the
state really only has two seasons, winter
and road construction. This is not too far
from the truth. Wyoming winters are long
and hard, and the time between one winter
and the next is spent repairing roads from
the previous winter. Summer, spring, and
fall come and go very quickly in
Wyoming. The change between seasons is
dramatic and short. Having spent a few
years on the East Coast, | now appreciate
the joy of four full seasons. Seasons here
seem balanced and flow smoothly into
each other, when compared to the jerking
transition that | grew up with. This was a
welcome surprise when | moved to
Pennsylvania. The gradual change and
proportionate length of each season offers
me time to appreciate what each has to
offer. While | don’t think | could pick an
absolute favorite season, fall is up there on
my list. The summer heat begins to slowly
fade, and the trees are eager with the
desire to change color. The air is a bit
more crisp, the days become shorter and
shorter, and jackets suddenly reappear.
Apple cider and pumpkins abound, school
begins, and animals begin to prepare for
the cold weather that will soon arrive.

Parker Palmer speaks about
seasons in his bodlet Your Life Speak.
Palmer suggests that seasons remind us
that we are part of something bigger than
ourselves. We are a part of a whole
community that is constantly changing and
growing. In every season there is death
and life. While on the surface these two
may seem to be at odds with each other, he
suggests that this balance is what holds us
together. This constant moving cycle adds
depth and richness to our lives and the
creation around us. Plants, animals,

people, ideas, trends are dying at the same
time that others are being born.

On the surface it seems that fall is
a time of rapid decline. Leaves and grass
die, the days grow noticeably shorter, and
summer’s fullness dwindles. But autumn
knows that winter is coming and that
spring and summer will follow. Therefore
autumn is also a time to scatter seeds.
How often are we aware that so much seed
planting is happening in fall? | seem to
focus much more on what is dying and
being shortened than what is being planted
and sown for future cultivation. The same
is true for life. We find it easier to focus
on the end of relationships, the decay of
life rather than on the possibility that seeds
are constantly being scattered to soon
shoot up from the ground.

Fall reminds me that in all things,
even death, there is hidden possibility. In
each ending there is a new beginning. In a
new beginning there is something lost. In
death there is life. As a Christian
community, we have received from Christ
the ultimate image and example of this
strange truth. Who knew that in death we
would gain life? Who knew that when we
were drowned in Baptism we would have
new life? Who knew that from simple
bread and wine we would find strength
and life?

As fall approaches, may we be
alert to the changes around us. May we
mourn our losses together. May we
celebrate new life together. May we look
for the seeds that are being scattered that
will later bloom. &

In peace,
Elizabeth Nees, Pastoral Intern

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-

0519.




A motion was approved to:

-- accept the resignation of Patrick Fuchs
from the Intern Support Committee with
thanks for his service.

-- appoint Ed Little to the Intern Support
Committee.

-- appoint Pat Little to serve on the
Counting Team.

-- commission for a one-year term of
service as Ministers of Holy Communion:
Elizabeth Elterich, Kim Frankenfield,
Marianne Napravnik, Jeanette Gross,
Evelyn Smith, Susan Swavely, Intern
Elizabeth Nees, and Linda Zrinski,
Coordinator.

-- accept the resignation of Beth Fuchs
from the Nominating Committee.

-- appoint Wilma Kolman to the
Nominating Committee.

-- to use a paperless format for financkal
transactions.

-- recommend to the December
Congregational Meeting the adoption of the
proposed 2009 budget.

-- appoint the following people to serve on
the Task Force to write St. Peter's RIC
Statement of Welcome: Sharon Ann
Burns, Tom Stathos, The Rev. Dr.
Christopher Thomforde, with Pastor
Roberts serving as Staff Liaison.ﬁ\é

Building use requests: \”

¥, 5?
-- to allow Hala Hispanic-American &*\3;’"‘\»
League of Artists to hold a tutoring class
on Wednesdays, from 4-6 PM, for the fall
semester.

Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Studwill be held
on Tuesdays, October 7 and 21, from 9 to
10:30 AM in the Trauger Room.

Blanket Makingwill be held on
Mondays, November 10 & 24, 9 AM -
Noon in the Social Room. We will not
gather to make blankets in October.

Bingo at Cedarbrook Annex
November 11 at 6:30 PM. Help is needed
to assist the guests, who look forward to
our visit. Prizes are also needed. Please
bring candy bars, crackers, small bags of
pretzels or potato chips, men’s aftershave,
body powder, stamps, note cards, jewelry,
perfume, etc. (please no playing cards) to
the Church Office by Sunday, November
9.

Bazaar— will not be held this year
due to the lack of available parking.

Christmas Ingathering 79 full-
size containers of deodorant are still
needed to make our commitment of 175
bottles. Each congregation in the
Bethlehem-Easton Mission District
collects a different item. At the December
Ingathering, the items are assembled into
health kits, which are then delivered to
local shelters. Please bring your donations
of deodorant to the box outside the Church
Office.

Several years ago, our St. Peter’s
family took out a mortgage. Now we are
very close to having that mortgage paid
off!

There are several ways in which
St. Peter’'s members can help pay down
our debt:

(1) Use the 2% Century envelopes
in your offering envelope box. (The
money placed into a 2ICentury envelope
goes toward the mortgage.)

(2) Call the Parish Secretary and
arrange to give a share ($100) or a half
share ($50) in honor or in memory of a
loved one or a special event. Your gift will
be listed in the Sunday bulletin.



(3) Place cash or a check in {§
“Pew Envelope” and mark it “2'1
Century.” -

(4) At the time of a death, give &R«
offering to the 21 Century fund in
memory of your loved one.

We are so blessed to have our
well-maintained buildings to use for our
ministries as we work together to pay off
our remaining debt. We're so close! Let’s
work together to make a debt-free St.
Peter’s a reality in the new year!

Traditionally, the first Sunday in
October has been designated as World
Communion Sunday, a reminder that we
gather at the Table to receive the Holy
Meal with Christians around the world. As
Lutherans, we also designate this Sunday
as Lutheran World Federation Sunday.
This is a celebration of our connections
with Lutheran Christians in Saxony and
Tanzania and a variety of other countries
in the world. We work together through
the Lutheran World Federation to feed the
hungry and to help people in the midst of a
variety of natural and human-made (P
disasters.

Ministers of Holy Communion are
recomissioned. These dedicated volunteers
provide a connection between our
homebound parishioners and the
worshipping community. As we worship
together on OctoberfSmay we give

thanks for God’s powerful love which

binds us together as the Church around the
world.

At St. Peter’s, the first Sunday 1 > 3
October is also the day that St. Peter's # >¢

- Women of the ELCA
Bible Study

On Tuesday, October 7 and 21, at
9 AM, women of all ages will gather in
the Trauger Room to study God’s Word,
using the Women of the ELCA Bible
study: The Hidden Hand of GOD,
Wisdom stories from Ruth, Daniel, and
Esther. This is a varying group of women
who gather to pray, sing, study, and
support each other through the
joys/sorrows/struggles of life. ALL
women are welcome to come and
experience this caring group.

Services of Healing

Healing played an important role
in the ministry of Jesus and still plays an
important part in the ministry of the
Christian Church today. On Sunday,
October 19, at all three worship services,
worshipers will have the opportunity to
receive the laying on of hands and
anointing with oil as part of the Healing
Rite. Healing is also offered on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM in
the Chapel.

Mark your calendar for Sunday,
October 28, to join the Reformation
Celebration. At all three worship services,
we will remember Martin Luther and the
reforms he introduced into the Christian
Church. We will also reflect on the many
ways in which the Reformation continues
in the Church today in order to bring the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire
world. Be sure to wear red as part of the
celebration!



God’s Work ~ Our Hands

These days it seems we are busier
than ever. We have so much work to do.
How can we be asked to do God’s work,
too?

Those of us who call ourselve
Christians believe that we are called
Christ to serve all people, each of us i
own way. Some of us serve in the medlcal
profession, some work to keep our streets
clean, some sew clothing in factories, and
many have opportunities to serve in a
variety of other ways. When we do our
best at our work, we can be doing God'’s
work, too.

In addition to performing our own
work well, we know that there are projects
which do best when we all work together.
For example, a Habitat for Humanity
house goes up much more quickly with
lots of builders, and many more hungry
children can be fed when we pool our
money to buy food wholesale through
social agencies.

All of this is true in our St. Peter’s
congregation, too. Each of us shares our
gifts for the benefit of the congregation ---
some usher, some clean, some teach our
children. In addition, we know that we
need to gather our monies together for
some ministries --- to support
missionaries, to nurture an Intern, to
provide aid for those suffering from

natural disasters. This is a great time to ﬁ

review your financial giving to St. Peter’s ,
to see if you need to catch up before the;,ég
year ends.

Well, there we have it! We can use
Our Hands to accomplish God’s Work in
the world. As the members of St. Peter’s
approach the time to make our financial
commitment to the work of the Lord, may
we prayerfully consider all our blessings
and the ways in which we can, both

;‘f
Aﬁ

individually and as a congregation, do
God'’s Work with Our Hands.

o\\

On Sunday, Septembef,7on

iketh, St. Peter’s 2006-2007 Horizon
Intern, preached his “Trial Sermon” at
First Lutheran Church in Lynn,
Massachusetts. Following the worship
service, the congregation voted to call him
as their Pastor. He received 100% of the
vote!

Jon will be ordained on
Reformation Sunday, October 26, in
Emanuel Lutheran Church, located in
Manchester, Connecticut. He will be one
of a number of people ordained by the
Bishop of the New England Synod at that
worship service. Please hold Jon and the
congregation in prayer as they begin this
new faith journey together. You may send
words of support and congratulations
using the following address:

Pastor Jonathan Niketh
First Lutheran Church
280 Broadway
Lynn, Massachusetts 01904

Meet the Bishop

You are invited to St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church at 3771 Easton Avenue
in Bethlehem at 7 PM on Wednesday,
November 5, for the Bethlehem-Easton
Mission District’s “Meet the Bishop
Night.”

This will be a time to share joys
and concerns with the Bishop and to
celebrate some of the ministries we all do
together.

Mark your calendar to be part of
this important event!



Fall Back!

Organ Recital

qj':K/Iarisa Deshler will present her

Remember to move your clock
back one hour before you go to sleep on
Saturday, November 1. This way you will
be sure to be on time for worship and
Sunday Church School on November 2,
All Saints Sunday.

A Reminder

Please remember that during the
neighboring construction, Church Office
hours are Monday — Thursday from 8 AM
to 2:45 PM and Friday from 9 AM to
Noon.

Parish Secretary on Vacation

When the Parish Secretary is
away, the office will be staffed by a
volunteer from 9 AM — Noon. Please plan
calls and visits during those hours. The
other staff members will be in and out as
usual for meetings, visits, etc. This will
apply from October 27through
November %.

Lunch Bunch will meet on
Wednesday, October 15, following the
10:30 AM Communion Worship. Lunch
will be served in the Social Room. The
program is entitled\ging in Americaand
will be presented from 11:45 AM — 12:15
PM by the YWCA.

Lunch Bunch Wednesday is a
great time to invite some friends to come
with you to St. Peter’s. Come, and bring a
friend!

Fourth annual recital on St. Peter’s three
manual Moller pipe organ on Sunday,
November 18, at 3:00 PM, in the Nave.
We will have an opportunity to watch
Marisa’s feet as she plays because the
organ will be positioned in the center aisle.
Since coming to St. Peter’s as our organist
eight years ago, Marisa has continued to
study organ, first with Doris Hetzel and
later with Brian Hinkelman. Currently she
is studying with Stephen Williams, the
organist at St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Allentown.

Marisa holds a B.S. in Music and
Elementary Education from Cedar Crest
College. She did graduate studies at
Rutgers University where she received her
Master’s Degree in Music History. She
has been teaching in the Bethlehem Area
School District since 1997.

Marisa practices the organ
diligently, many hours each week, in order
to prepare music for St. Peter’s services as
well as for this recital. Invite friends and
plan to attend this afternoon of lovely
music.

Coffee Corner

Apple Juice, Coffee, and Cookies
are needed for the snack table at St.
Peter’s Coffee Corner. Please bring items
to the Church Office. They're a special
treat on Sunday mornings!

kkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkhkkkhkk

St. Peter’'s Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a Christ-
centered worshipping family of faith
witnessing to God'’s inclusive love
for individuals, for our community,
and for the world.
kkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkikk



Early in September, a group of St.
Peter’s Senior High Youth gathered to
hear about the upcoming faith journey to
New Orleans next summer: the 2009
ELCA Youth Gathering! Seven young
adults and three advisors are now
registered to go. This year all registrations
are being taken on line, starting at 12:01
AM Central Time on September "5
Intern Elizabeth Nees waited until a more
reasonable hour before entering all the
registration information from the ten
participants.

So now the journey begins! There
will be times for Bible study, group-
building activities, planning sessions, and
lots of events to help fund this adventure.
The Gathering will cost about $1,000 per
person. We will need airline tickets, hotel
rooms, good sneakers, lots of water
bottles, and a willingness to do “God’s
Work” in New Orleans with “Our Hands!”
St. Peter’s group chose to do servant work
in the area of the environment. But we
won’t know the exact project until closer
to the July 22-26, 2009, event.

Please keep St. Peter’s Youth
Gathering participants in your prayers
during the coming months: Brandi Brader,
Jenna Casicano, Kelly Fackenthall, Adam
Kolman, Tyrin Rivera, Jim Schnecker, and
Cami VanGorden. The advisors for this
faith adventure are: David Kolman, Intern
Elizabeth Nees, and Associate in Ministry
Elizabeth Elterich.

In the September edition of The
Courier, Adam Kolman shared reflections
on the Youth Companion Synod trip to
Saxony, Germany. This month Kelly
Fackenthall, another member of the travel
group, shares some of her experience.

My Trip to Saxony,

Germany

Just a few months ago, | embarked
upon a journey halfway across the world
to Germany, along with about a dozen
youth also from the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod. Having been to
Europe before, | thought | knew what to
expect, but despite any of my
preconceived notions, | soon found
Germany to be something very different
from any other place | had ever visited.
Key word: visited. My past travels have
been visits in which | perused through a
nation taking with me only pictures and
cheap souvenirs. Never before had | truly
entered into the lives of another country’s
citizens. In Germany, | got that chance.

Over the course of just ten days, |
saw old buildings, monumental statues,
and centuries-old artifacts, but most
importantly, | got to experience the
realities of living in Germany. The
Germans, including my two host families,
were more than gracious. They gave me
some of the most honest and personal
tours, helped me a lot with my German,
and introduced me to so many delicious
German foods. Through this trip, | was
able to see more than what can be seen in
a museum; | was able to submerge myself
into the lives of the citizens. It was so
interesting to see how much | was like my
second host, Mia. Mia and | could talk for
hours about anything from school to



music. It didn’t matter that we lived
thousands of miles away and grew up
speaking different languages.

It's hard to believe that only a few
months have passed since | was in
Germany. It was an unforgettable 5
adventure and an experience of a lifet
Without Pastor Roberts, Adam and |
would have never known of such an
opportunity which is why | would like to
thank her and all the Saint Peter’s staff for
all their support. But most importantly, |
would like to thank the entire congregation
for being so supportive and helpful
throughout this long journey. It was an
honor representing Saint Peter’s with my
cousin, Adam Kolman, and |
enthusiastically recommend any youth or
adult member to apply for another one of
our Synod’s trips!

Seasons of Eating

envelope into the offering plate or mail it
to the Church Office. As we work

together, more and more of our sisters and
brothers will have food for their journey!

Souper Day

The Annual Souper Day is

cheduled for Tuesday, October 21, at the
Candlelight Conference Center. The soup
& salad lunch begins at noon and ends at
1:15 PM. Tickets cost $25. The actual
luncheon costs are the gift of the
Candlelight, so your entire donation goes
to New Bethany Ministries.

To reserve your seat, bring your
$25 (checks payable to New Bethany
Ministries) to the Church Office no later
than October 1. Enjoy lunch with friends,
and support our New Bethany neighbors,
too!

ﬁﬁgﬁ&w
Jesus said, “To whom much isﬂj The Bethlehem Health Bureau will

given, from them much is expected.”

began the summer with fresh strawberries,
enjoyed blueberries in July and peaches in

August, and now we are able to bite into
crisp, juicy apples. We have so much! We
are the ones with much to share.

In U. S. cities and in cities around
the world, many people exist on a diet of
rice or cornmeal. These sisters and
brothers in Christ can’t even dream of
seasons of eating. For them, the only
season is the season of constant hunger.

Yet there is good news! Each of us
can help to end hunger as we pool our
resources through the ELCA World
Hunger Appeal. Each person is invited to
give the cost of one loaf of bread ($1.50)
or more each week. We have so much!
How can we say “no?”

Place your gift in an envelope and
label it “ELCA Hunger Appeal.” Place the

shots in St. Peter’s Social Room on
Sunday, November 9, from 9:15 AM until
10:45 AM. Details regarding information
you will need to bring along (insurance
card, etc.) will be available in Sunday
bulletins. Watch for details!

Jesus Calls Us . .
. to Action

Have you ever wondered what
your baptism has to do with being a better
citizen in the world®r Have you wanted
to make a difference by standing with a
group or an individual whom you felt was
being treated unjustly, but you weren't

sure what to do®r Have you felt that
something was unjust, but you weren't
sure how to go about working to



Jesus Calls Us . . . to Action
(continued)

change itDr Have you ever wondered if
one person can really make a difference?
These are but some of the questions that
will be the focus of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod's first advocacy day.

As baptized Christians, Jesus calls
us to action on behalf of and with those for
whom the world holds little regard. On
Saturday, November 1, 2008, from 8:30
AM until 3:30 PM, people of faith will
gather at Union Lutheran Church, 5500
Route 873, Schnecksville, PA. They will
gather to learn how they can be stronger
advocates at various levels of government
and corporate life on behalf of and with
those whose voices are not being heard.
Together they will be inspired by God's
advocate, the Holy Spirit, to become
change agents in their communities and
beyond.

You can be a part of this day by
contacting the Church Office for a
registration form. Join the members of St.
Peter’'s who have already made a
commitment to take part in this day of
advocacy. The deadline for reduced cost
registrations is Monday, October 20, 2008.

Please remember, with notes and
cards, the following homebound members
who are celebrating their birthdays this
month:

Rev. Clifford Rhode — October 9
Dorothy Smith — October 28

Thank You from St.
Peter's 2007-2008
Intern

Dear St. Peter’s Family,

| am so thankful for the outpouring of love
that you all gave me during my internship
year. As my Mom and | reflected on my
last Sunday worship at St. Peter’s, she
said, “I could feel God’s presence there so
strongly.” What a joy it was for me to be

in your community for a year where Jesus
was present among us! | thank those of
you who could come to celebrate this year
with me during worship and a brunch on
Sunday, August 2% It was an occasion
that will stay with me always. As a
congregation, you gave me wonderful gifts
to use for my future ministry and to
remember my year at St. Peter’'s. They
mean so much to me. Thank you for your
prayerful support and good wishes as | go
to make Jesus known in other places. As
you all continue to share God’s love in
Bethlehem, | pray for you with
thanksgiving. My life has been warmly
blessed by you. Now | know that | too am
“blessed to be a blessing.”

God'’s peace and love,
Drew Goodson

With Many Thanks!

From Pastor Jennifer Thomas:
“Thank you for the warm greetings on the
occasion of my 10 ordination
anniversary. My experience in ministry
with you prepared me well for my service
at Immanuel. | give thanks to God every
time | remember you. May God richly
bless you with every good thing from
above.”

10



With Many Thanks! (continued)

From Doris Brunnabend for the
prayers, the cards, and the pastors' visits
during her hospitalization and during her
rehabilitation.

From Marjorie Weiss: “Your
prayers, cards, visits, flowers and
delicious soup are greatly appreciated.
Thanks to everyone and hopefully my
strength will return.”

From Bob Henshaw to Pastor
George Spieker and Intern Elizabeth Nees
for their visits, to Pastor Roberts for her
phone call, and to the St. Peter’s family
for their cards, calls, and visits while he
was in the hospital.

From Rose Klotz to Pastor
Roberts, Pastor Spieker, and Intern Drew
Goodson for their visits while in the
hospital and in nursing care at Holy
Family Manor. Thank you to the St.
Peter's members for their heartfelt cards,
flowers, and prayers as she recovers from
arm/elbow surgery.

From Tiana Boyea, Program
Director for South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center: “Dan and Ashley
had great success in the development it
implementation of the South Side (=
Expression pilot program. This small ~
group of dedicated campers opened many
people’s eyes to the fact that children can
and do care about what happens in their
community. We could not have done what
we did for the kids without the generosity
and support of the congregation at St.
Peter’s by kindly allowing us to use your
classroom upstairs. | thank you for
everything you have done and continue to
do for South Bethlehem Neighborhood
Center.”

From Arlene Mills for “prayers,
cards, verbal get-well wishes, visits from
the Pastor, lovely flowers, delicious soup
& rolls, and just about everything. My

church is one big and great family. God’s
love is certainly spread far and wide. Bless
you all. My visit to the hospital was brief
but important. St. Peter’s Family is one
great family.”

From Javier Toro, Executive
Director of South Bethlehem
Neighborhood Center, “for your recent
donation of food to the SBNC'’s pantry.
These past few weeks have had many
more clients visit the Center for food and
we are happy to be able to provide them
with this basic necessity, thanks to all of
you.”

From the members of Lehigh
Valley Chinese Christian Church: “Dear
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Your
kindness is another way that God has
shared His love. Thank you for letting us
use your facility to further the kingdom of
God. We are happy to report that two new
students who just arrived last month from
China have committed themselves to the
Lord in a Gospel camp we took them to
over the Labor Day weekend. Glories be
to God in the highest!”

: Meals On Wheels

5

z
/ V}>
L=t Thank you to all who gave to St.
Peter's Meals on Wheels special offering
during September. The goal was to again
sponsor a delivery route for a year at a
cost of $500. Thanks to the generous
giving of St. Peter's members, a delivery
vehicle will be sporting a “This route
sponsored by St. Peter’'s Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Bethlehem” sign as it
travels around the city during 2009.
In addition to the sponsorship of the
delivery route, a gift of $33.33 was given
to Meals on Wheels to help those who are
unable to leave their homes. Thanks to all
for your gifts to feed our hungry
neighbors!
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FUNERAL:
Arlene J. Wilson — September 8, 2008

Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund
Needs Your Help!

With the increase in the price of
gasoline, the cost of almost everything
else has risen as well. Current economic
conditions are challenging. Making ends
meet is difficult enough without an illness,
a lay off, an increase in heating costs, rent,
or the need to replace a major appliance.
Now, even more than usual, many are
finding themselves without enough money
to pay for their fuel or electric bill, rent for
a dry place to live, clothing for their
children, or to put a healthy meal on the, ;.
table for their family. From time to t|mg%}
Pastor Roberts is asked to assist 3
individuals and families experiencing a
wide range of difficulties. This fund has
been heavily used over the past few
months and has been nearly depleted.
Contributions may be made by placing
your donations in a pew envelope and
marking it “Pastor’s Fund.” Won't you
reach out to help a neighbor in need? You
never know when it may be you who
needs a little help making it through a
tough time.

Lehigh Valley
Hospice Volunteer

Training
The Lehigh Valley Hospice is
looking for volunteers. As a volunteer,
your support may include such tasks as
companionship for the patient, respite for

the primary caregiver(s), emotional
support for families, bereavement support
services, clerical help for the Hospice
office, and to assist with errands or “light”
household tasks.

A three-week training period will
begin on October 14, and will be held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 AM
until Noon.

All classes are taught by Hospice
personnel and are designed to help
volunteers understand the Hospice concept
of care, acquaint them with the dynamics
that are unique to each family, spiritual
dynamics of dying, grief and bereavement
issues, sharpen listening and
communication skills, and familiarize
them with the stages of death.

For more information, please
contact Kimberly Thompson, Coordinator,
Volunteer Services, at 610-969-0396.

N
[,

5 Tour an African
) Village

? On Sunday, October 12, you are
invited to bring your lunch to eat at St.
Peter’s following the 11 AM worship
service. Then join Pastor Roberts and the
group heading to First Presbyterian
Church on Center Street in Bethlehem.

There we will tour an African
village, perhaps similar to the village
where our partner congregation Madihani
Lutheran Church is located in Tanzania.
The village is a traveling exhibit of World
Vision. We will learn about life in Africa
and about the AIDS crisis effecting our
sisters and brothers in Christ.

There is no charge to view the
exhibit, but we need to make a reservation
for our group. If you would like to attend,
please RSVP to the Church Office by
October f. The tour will take about one
hour. Hope you can be part of the group!
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Are You as Involved
at St. Peter’s as
You'd Like?
Part Il

Last month we began to take a
look at the many ministries offered at St.
Peter's. Members interested in becoming . ..

»

more involved or involved in new and s .

different ways are invited to seriously %

W

consider théeducationalopportunities Qg:

which are offered. ;f%&

o
fri (HONS
On Sundays throughout the schoﬁ E‘E\{
year,Sunday Church Schools offered
for the entire congregation of St. Peter’s.
Classes for young people meet at 9:30
AM, while classes for adults meet at 9:45
AM. This is a great opportunity to meet
and interact with others while learning
more about the Bible and the Lutheran
way of interpreting the word of God. For
five evenings during the last week of June,
all are invited to take part in théacation
Bible School ExperienceThere is
something for all ages from 3-years on up.
Young people who regularly attend
Sunday Church School and worship
regularly at St. Peter’s, and others who
have not already done so, are invited to be
part of theFirst Communion
Preparation Class Youth in 8 and ¢
grade are invited and encouraged to join
the Confirmation Class and learn more
about what it means to be a Lutheran
Christian and participate in special
workshops to experience living out ones
faith. Throughout the year other
opportunities for learning and fellowship
occur. Thesénter-Generational
Gatheringsinclude such activities as the
Passover meal and Advent wreath making.
If you feel you are being called to
become involved in any of the
Educationalopportunities, please contact
the Church Office for more information.

Called to Be a Public
Church: Immigration

Accept one another, then, for the glory
of God, as Christ has accepted you.
Romans 15:7
Topic 5: Immigration

As we draw near to the fall

% election, there are still issues for us to

consider as we make our decisions as to
who would serve us best in light of our
Lutheran beliefs. Over the last several
months we have looked at issues of great
importance in the upcoming election
including housing, hunger, health care,
and global warming. This month the focus
is on immigration.

The Scriptures declare that every
human being is a child of God made in
God’s image and deserving to be treated
with dignity and respect.

The presence of newcomers in our
church and society helps us to become
more appreciative of the gifts our new
neighbors bring and of the barriers and
opportunities they face. It deepens our
belief that “all people are God’s creatures,
sinners for whom Christ died” and our
responsibility to respect the human dignity
of all. Historically, Lutherans have
welcomed people from Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, the
Middle East, and other areas of the world.

As Lutherans we understand that
welcoming immigrants and refugees into
our communities presents an excellent
opportunity for us to examine our attitudes
toward newcomers, to strengthen our
church’s ministry for the most vulnerable,
and to continue to advocate for
immigration and refugee laws that are fair
and humane.
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Called to Be a Public Church (continued)

There are more than 12 million
undocumented immigrants currently living
in the United States. Each year an
estimated 300,000 more legal as well as
illegal immigrants cross our borders.
These are people who migrate here to join
their families, to work, or to seek refuge
from persecution, violence, and other
horrors. However, the U.S. immigratio
system is not providing an orderly way fo
undocumented immigrants to gain legal
status, reunite with their families, and
integrate into American society. Our
immigration laws have not been updated
over the last fifteen years, and while the
number of immigrant visas available has
remained the same, demand has grown.

Increasingly, the government is
conducting raids at work sites, homes or in
public areas and detaining immigrants —
including children and families — in
facilities that provide inadequate medical
care and services. By the end of the 2007
fiscal year, the federal government
detained 300,000 immigrants in jail-like
facilities that cost U.S. taxpayers over $1
billion.

In addition, while the United
States has the sovereign responsibility to
control its borders, it must also create
migration policies consistent with its
constitutional and humanitarian values.
The government’s skyrocketing use of
detention for immigrants and families who
pose no danger or flight risk is costly,
inhumane, and unjust.

Questions you may want to ask
the candidates running for office:

Would you support legislation that helps
undocumented immigrants to adjust their
legal status if they agreed to pay fines and
back taxes and learn English? Would you
support efforts to promote more humane

and just methods to enforce our
immigration laws? Would you support
legislation to prevent the detention of
immigrant families and children?

For more information on this issue
you may go to:
http://archive.elca.org/advocacy/publicc
hurch/07-11-immigration.html.

While two of St. Peter’s youth,
Kelly Fackenthall and Adam Kolman,
were in Saxony, Germany, in July, as a
part of the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod’s Companion Synod program,
another group of youth from the synod
was visiting with sisters and brothers in
the South Central Diocese of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.
Pastor Kurt Garbe, an Associate of the
Bishop, was one of the adult chaperones.
He has provided St. Peter’s with pictures
from the group’s visit with our Partner
Congregation, Madihani Lutheran Church.
Be sure to stop by the display case in the
Christian Education Building to see
pictures of your sisters and brothers in
Christ.

Pastor Garbe carried a $500 check
with him from St. Peter’s Ministry Fund to
our Partner Congregation. St. Peter’s
Congregation Council designated the
money to support Madihani in its ministry
with children and youth. Pastor Garbe also
shared with the congregation that Pastor
Roberts is planning to visit Madihani in
September, 2009. Pastor Roberts received
the following letter from Pastor Sephat
Nduvambo:

“On behalf of the members of Madihani
parish, may | send to you many greetings
in Jesus’ name. | do hope that you are
doing well as we. Thank you very much for
you letter. | received it with the check in it
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of 500 USA dollars. The money will help
us a lot with our ministry. Thank you.
Please convey our thanks to the members
of St. Peters church brothers and sisters in
Jesus. Last month we were visited by the
delegation from your synod. We had a
very good time. They told us about your
plan to visit us. It was very interesting. It
is a pleasure to know that you have a plan
to visit Madihani next year 2009. Our
hearts and minds and hands are open for
you. May God bless your plan. We say
‘welcome’ (KARIBU).”

St. Peter’s has also responded to
another opportunity to support our sisters
and brothers in Christ in the Madihani
parish. In August a 40 foot sea container
filled with medical supplies was shipped
through Global Heath Ministries to
Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital in the South
Central Diocese of Tanzania. This is the
hospital which serves our Partner
Congregation. All of the supplies are
donated, but the cost of shipping the sea
container is $15,500. St. Peter’s
Congregation Council authorized $500
from the Ministry Fund to help fund this
important venture. The Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod has given a grant of
$5000. If all of the other partner
congregations in the Synod follow St.
Peter’s lead, the cost will be covered. But
even if some of them cannot match our
contribution, St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Fleetwood, PA, has made a commitment
to pay the balance. The sea container
should arrive in Tanzania by the middle of
October. Working together with other
congregations of the Synod, we are
reaching out in the name of Christ to our
sisters and brothers in Tanzania.

Wittenberg Center
Update

Pastor Stephen Godsall-Meyers,
one of the ELCA missionaries sponsored
by St. Peter's Women of the ELCA,
celebrated his birthday on Septemb¥r 2
Pastor Roberts sent an email “Happy
Birthday,” and the Tuesday morning Bible
Study sent a birthday card with personal
notes and greetings. Pastor Godsall-Myers
sent the following from Wittenberg,
Germany, in response to this birthday
remembrance:

Greetings Pastor Roberts and all those
Women of the ELCA from St. Peter’'s who
gather for Bible Study:

What a wonderful surprise! First
to get a birthday email from Pastor and
then to receive your card yesterday! |
appreciate your thoughts and prayers. |
had quite a birthday. (It wasn’t one of
those ending in a “5” or “0"!) We had
choir practice. (This has been my first
experience singing in the choir.) We are
preparing for a special service on
September 21in the Castle Chruch to
open the “Luther Decade.” Our own
Bishop Hanson will be the preacher! We
also prepare for Reformation Day. In this
town it is a holiday, and the town is filled
with activities, and the churches will be
filled as if it is Christmas Eve.

You never mentioned the Bible
passage you studied last Tuesday. The
daily Bible reading from the Moravians,
(that are popular in Germany) was
(translating the German) — “I awake when
it is still night so | can meditate on your
Word.” A good thought — especially for
sleepless nights...

Again, we thank you for your
support and your thoughts and your
prayers!

God bless you and keep you in the
love of Christ!
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Please Call the Church Office
If ...

... amember is taken to the hospital or a
nursing home, or is seriously ill.
.. . amember has a change of phone
number or address.
... there is a birth or a death.
... amember has a personal situation
about which he or she needs to speak with
the pastor.
... you wish to schedule a wedding at St.
Peter’s.

Remember: (1) Let the phone ring
10 times and then the voicemail will pick
up. (2) Always call the church to see
which staff members are on call for an
emergency. A message left at a staff
member’'s home may not be received for
some time if the staff member is away.

Help Save God’s
World!

Please be a good steward of the
world God has created by:
> Bringing rinsed aluminum cans to St.
Peter’s. Jeannette Janney recycles them
and donates the proceeds to the Youth
Gathering Fund.
> Recycling newspapers curbside, if your
municipality has that arrangement, or by
taking them to the Bethlehem Recycling
Center.
> Recycling glass, aluminum, and plastic
as part of the curbside recycling program.
> Taking paper, cardboard, telephone
books, etc., to the Bethlehem Recycling
Center.

St. Peter’s recycles through the
curbside program. Our paper and
cardboard are delivered to the recycling
center each week, thanks to Ron Kropf.

November Courier

Deadline

The deadline for the November
Courieris Sunday, October 12. Please
place your articles in the editor’'s mailbox
or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com

Is there a Special

Child in Your Life?

The ELCA Mission Investment
Fund provides a great opportunity for you
to both provide for the child and to
provide capital to start new congregations.
The plan is simple. Open an account for
your special child. You may make
deposits at any time and the fund becomes
available when the child turns 18. The
account earns interest, so it grows as the
child grows. The monies are loaned
through the ELCA to begin new
congregations throughout the United
States. It's a wonderful way to spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ.

Contact Barbara Taylor in the
Church Office and ask for an application
for “Missions Future 4 Kidz.” You can
share with a special child and help plant
new congregations, too.

SSM Thrift Shop

The Southside Ministries Better
Buy Thrift Shop, located at Cathedral
Church of the Nativity, is once again open
regular hours! The shop is up and running,
filled with exciting new clothing for fall.
The shop is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 10 AM to 3
PM. Friday hours are from 10:30 AM to 1
PM. The shop is run by volunteers and
proceeds benefit Southside Ministries.
Stop by soon for a great selection for men,
women, and children!
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Considering

Membership?

Have you been worshipping at St.
Peter’s and are now interested in joining?

If you answered yes, please contact Pasto
Roberts or the Church Office.

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

25 Evangelical Lutheran Worshktymnals
each $22.00

Furniture for Bride’s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21 Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be
purchased separately for mounting on Memorial
Board in the Narthex. Approximate cost is
$20.00-$30.00.

4. Please call Designated Gifts
Coordinator, Evelyn Smith (610-868-2166) with
guestions or for more information.

Have you checked out St.
Peter’s website lately?
There are current photos
there of some people you
know! Click on
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

r

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-
CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AMto 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outka

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Elizabeth C. Nees - Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist
Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel
Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday
mornings for children up to five years of age.

Sunday:

Sharon Ann Burns - Couriéditor
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