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St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

The Lenten Journey is almost over. On
Maundy Thursday, April 1%, we will
gather for worship to remember the Last
Supper, as Jesus gathered with family
and friends for one final meal before his
arrest, trial, and execution. We will
remember his demonstration of love, as
he washed his disciples’ feet and as he
passed bread and wine around the
table, declaring, “This is my body; this is
my blood, given and shed for you.”

We will gather on Good Friday, April 2",
to remember Jesus’ six hours of
suffering on the cross, the ultimate
demonstration of Divine Love. Even in
the midst of his suffering, Jesus was
able to reach out with love to his family
and friends and with forgiveness to
those who had nailed him to that cross.
As we stand at the foot of the cross, we,
too, are offered love and forgiveness
which knows no end.

We will gather on Saturday evening,
April 3, for the Easter Vigil, beginning
in the shadowy darkness of the grave,
remembering the gift of baptism, and
celebrating the light of Christ, which
overcomes the darkness.

And on Easter morning, we will be a part
of the celebration which captured the
lives of Mary Magdalene and Simon
Peter and has continued to transform
the lives of millions — for almost 2000
years.

This is the good news of the Gospel
message: the one who created us has
not abandoned us to an uncertain
future. Rather, we have been offered
the only true hope in the midst of an
infinite Universe. There is nothing else
to save us. All the earthly things that we
hold dear will one day turn to dust. But
God’s promise to us, made real through
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, will last forever. This is a time to
celebrate!

May this Easter Season be your joyful
opportunity to deepen your commitment
to the Risen Lord.

In Christ,

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



April Worship Highlights

Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday

10:30 AM — Holy Communion with Symbolic Foot Wasgin
in the Chapel

7:30 PM — Holy Communion with the Last Supper Tahlen
the Nave

Friday, April 2 Good Friday
12 Noon — Good Friday Liturgy in the Chapel
7:30 PM — Tenebrae Service in the Nave

Saturday, April 3 Easter Vigil
7:00 PM — Candlelight Procession from the Chapéhéo
Nave for Holy Communion

Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday

ol 7:00 & 9:30 AM — Festival Service of Holy Communion
the Nave
} 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel
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Wednesday, April 7 10:30 AM — Holy Communion aneating in the Chapel

Sunday, April 11 First Sunday of Easter
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, April 14 10:30 AM — Holy Communion ir tGhapel

Sunday, April 18 Second Sunday of Easter
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, April 21 10:30 AM — Holy Communion ire tGhapel

Sunday, April 2 Third Sunday of Easter
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, April 28 10:30 AM — Holy Communion ir tGhapel



Stacy’s Spot

Throughout the month of March, we
have been journeying on our Lenten
pilgrimages. Many of us have “taken on”
something new to help others. The youth served
dinner at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, where
they came face to face with Christ through the
people who were homeless and in need of
shelter from the icy rain. Others have gathered
food so that people who utilize New Bethany
would continue to be fed. Clothing was donated
to the Southside Ministries Thrift Shop, and
letters were written to those who were
homebound or recovering from iliness. Through
time spent in prayer, we have realized that God
truly provides for us, continues to love us, and
calls us to stay on this journey long after Lent is
over. Christ has died, and Christ is risen.

With the celebration of Easter, we are
reminded of that Sunday morning of over two
thousand years ago. We recognize ourselves in
the women who arrived at the tomb, frightened,
and found that the tomb was indeed empty. We
see the doubts of Thomas and the joy of Christ’s
disciples when they recognize that Jesus is
indeed our Savior. They saw Jesus killed with
their own eyes, but even that was not able to
stop him. He rose again!

We hear of the leaps of faith and the
brave risks that the followers of Jesus take. Even
as they see that Jesus is risen, they know that
their earthly lives will be challenged if they
share this good news with others. And yet they
charge on, proclaiming the great story of
Christ’s love to the point of his death and the
joyful celebration of his risen life. They then
share that this new life brings new and eternal
life to all of us!

We know that the disciples followed the
Great Commission that Jesus challenged them
with. Jesus said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:18-
19). We are examples of how this has been
carried out, because over two-thousand years
later we are baptized followers of Christ.

As we move from Lent into Easter, it
may be easy to forget our Lenten pilgrimages
and to become comfortable with the knowledge
that just as Christ died and has risen, we are
baptized into his death and have risen to new life
in him. However, just as the early disciples, we
are each given the Great Commission. We are
called to reach out to others who are in need, to
demonstrate how we are examples of the love
that Jesus showed us, and to proclaim that Christ
is risen!

Although this may be challenging, in a
world where faith in God is questioned by
unbelievers, it is no more challenging than it was
for the first disciples. As we meet people who
doubt, who call us names, and who don’t want to
follow Christ, we also recognize that we are
welcomed back into this church family. We are
called together each week to proclaim together
the Good News, to remember that we are loved,
and to be fed by the body and blood of Christ.
With this nourishment, we are given everything
that we need to live out the Great Commission in
our daily lives—to share the gifts that we have,
to proclaim Christ Risen, and to live out our
faith. For the one who first loved us is risen and
continues to love us!

In peace,
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner

The following motions were approved:

-- That Associate in Ministry Elizabeth Elterich
has used 12 weeks of paid sick leave for 2009
and 2010 and that during the months that she
works half of her normal hours, she will receive
half of her normal compensation.

-- To transfer Phyllis and Frank Csaszar to St.
John’s United Church of Christ in Fullerton.

-- To appoint Gloria Jedinak and Richard
Elterich as St. Peter’s Voting Members to the
2010 Synod Assembly.

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519




Women of the ELCA

Morning Bible Studyvill be held on
Tuesdays, April 6 and 20, from 9 to 10:30 AM
in the Trauger Room. All women are welcome!

Bach Festival Ministry of Hospitality
May 2 at 5 PM (following the organ recital
reception) help is needed to set up tables. Set-up
dates are Fridays, May 7 & 14, from 9:00 AM to
Noon. Serve and clean up on May 8 & 15, from
10 AM to 4 PM. Volunteers are needed in all
areas to help set up, to clean up, and to serve
guests. Talk to Connie Wirth or Harriet Tonkins
if you can help all day or a few hours. The
following items are needegie and sugar cake
bakers— regular Crisco, sugar, rhubarb, and "
flour. Boutique— handcrafted items such as-
slippers, sweaters, doilies, pillows, aprons,
afghans, etcSalad bar- Jello salads (regular
and sugar free), deviled eggs, red beet eggs,
pickled eggs, et@Baked goods- cakes, cookies,
breads, etc. Cakes, cookies, breads, & Jello
salads should be brought by 10 AM on Bach
Saturdays. Nonperishable items may be dropped
off at the Church Office at any time.

Shop for the Christmas
Ingathering!

For the Christmas Ingathering this year,
St. Peter’s needs to collect packages of feminine
hygiene items and 100 bottles of hand lotion.
Please look for sales, and purchase items as you
shop. Bring your gifts to the Christmas box in___
the mailbox / equipment room. }?‘?‘3 Y

Do You Have Your 2010 Offerit
Envelopes?

If you do not have your 2010 offering
envelopes, please see Barbara Taylor in the
Church Office to pick up your envelope box.
People who do not pick up their 2010 envelopes
by the end of April will simply be assigned a
number for 2011, and no envelopes will be
purchased for them. Their offerings will be
recorded under this number, and a year-end

financial statement can still be prepared if one is
requested. This helps to cut down on expenses.
As we all keep our financial commitments, St.
Peter’s ministries will reach out into our
neighborhood and out into the world.

You can have your offering
automatically transferred from your checking
account to St. Peter's each month. Fill out a one-
page form, and you're ready to go. See Barbara
Taylor for a form or if you need more
information. Several St. Peter's members
already enjoy this system.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 6,
to celebrate the ministry of Parish Secretary
Linda Zrinski and Director of Music Jean Ocker
as they retire. There will be one morning
worship service at 9:30 AM. A luncheon catered
by Benner Street will follow worship.

St. Peter’'s members will receive
invitations after Easter. For now, please save the
date!

Thanks to a number of volunteers, an
augmented choir is rehearsing a favorite Easter
anthem — Handel’s “Halleluiah Chorus” from
“The Messiah.” This will be sung only at the 7

7 AM worship service on Easter, as we celebrate

the Resurrection of Our Lord.
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. Peter’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered worshipiémgily of faith
witnessing to God’s inclusive love for individualer our
community, and for the world.




St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Easton
will host the annual Bethlehem / Easton Mission
District Assembly on Thursday, May 20, at 7
PM. All members of the congregations in
Bethlehem and Easton are invited to attend. The
gathering will include a special time of planning

together for the future of the Synod. Lay Voting «gi®

Members and rostered leaders are expected to=
attend to conduct Mission District business a
to prepare for the Synod Assembly. Gloria
Jedinak and Richard Elterich are St. Peter’s
voting members. Please pray for these church
leaders as they work together to conduct the
ministry and mission of the wider church.

Join the crowd from St. Peter’s at the
corner of 4 and Vine Streets on Saturday, April
24", from 11:30 AM to 2 PM. Our booth will
feature “St. Peter's Vegetarian Chili” (made by
Adam King and Brian Wiles-Young) --- our
entry in the Spring on"™Chili Contest. Your
support (each tasting counts as one vote) can
help us win first prize! Vote by stopping at St.
Peter’s booth for a taste, as you enjoy street
performers, musicians, shopping, and visiting
with our South Side neighbors. It's a wonderful
day, as the whole area turns into a big street fair
and block party! Please contact Associate in
Ministry Barbara Taylor in the Church Office to
volunteer to help at St. Peter’s booth.

Mark your calendar, enjoy the fun, and
help show our South Side neighbors what St.
Peter’s is all about. Be part of this wonderful
opportunity to invite others to get to know our
congregation, as St. Peter’s remains “In the City
for Good, In the City for God.” /.\
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IronPigs Im“glg

Fifty people from St. Peter’s are S|gned
up to go to the IronPigs game on Friday, June
11. If you are one of those people, please pay for
your ticket(s) by Friday, April 30.

Celebrating The Gift of
Education

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, b th
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation
of the Spirit for the common good.

[1 Corinthians 12:4-7]

Education is one of those spiritual gifts

W |ch touch all of us during our lifetime. We

have all looked to educators to impart
knowledge and inspire us to continue to learn.
This world is filled with teachers and educators
of all kinds — those who are called to a career of
teaching and those who are called to teach on a
less regular basis (such as teaching Sunday
Church School or VBS).

The members of St. Peter's Advocacy
Committee have designated May 2 as a day to
give thanks for educators who have touched our
lives and the lives of our community. Some are
members of St. Peter’s, others work in our
building, and others are our neighbors. The
Committee has invited the educators in the Head
Start program and from Broughal Middle School
to attend worship on May 2 at St. Peter’s and to
join us for Coffee Corner. This is our
opportunity to thank them for all they do for our
youth and the youth of our community.

Please join us on May®o celebrate
the important role that education plays in our
city and in our church community. We
encourage you to invite educators who have
touched your life or the life of someone in your
family to attend worship that day with you. Join
us for coffee and cake to thank the educators in
our congregation and to meet and thank our
friends from Broughal and Head Start.

# $ %

The deadline for the May Couriex
Sunday, April 11. Please place your articles in
the editor’'s mailbox or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com
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Youth and Volcanoes

Youth in grades 8 and above and

younger children who are accompanied by a &~

parent are invited to be a part of a tripitee
Inside Scoopn Coopersburg on April ?3at 6

PM. The group will participate in eating the
Volcano, a dish of fourteen scoops of ice cream
with eight toppings that rolls out of the kitchen
looking like it is spewing lava. Up to six people
can work on one Volcano, and if the entire thing
is finished, the group will get their picture oreth
wall of the restaurant. There will also be an
option of single scoop ice cream for those who
don’t want to try the Volcano. Each person is
asked to bring $1 to help cover the cost of the
ice cream and $1 as a donation to the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal. Please see Intern Stacy
to sign up.

Whatever Wednesdays

Whatever Wednesdays continue this
month! All youth in grades 8 and up are invited
to be a part of the group on Wednesdays from 3-
6 PM for community building, discussions,
homework, Bible studies, and a light meal.
Adults are also welcome to become involved
with Whatever Wednesdaly joining us for the
evening or providing dinner for the youth. We
love to include new people in our group! Please
contact Intern Stacy if you are interested.

( B

of Jesus in those around them. This month, the
focus will be on Turning Point, a shelter and
safe place for victims of domestic abuse and
their children. The youth will learn about
domestic violence in the home, and violence in
teen relationships. We will be collecting items
for those at Turning Point, with the hopes that
they will receive them on Mother’'s Day.
Turning Point is currently in need of baby wash,
baby lotion, diaper rash ointment, teething
medication, new bottles and nipples, pull-ups
sizes 2-5, new hairbrushes, umbrellas, alarm
clocks, and pots and pans (which may be used).

SCS Staff to Meet

There will be a meeting of the Sunday
Church School staff on Monday, April 12, at 7
PM. This will be an opportunity to make plans
for the close of the 2009-10 SCS year and to
look forward to planning for the 2010-11 year.
There is a new SCS curriculum to review and to
consider for use in the fall.

Please let Elizabeth Elterich know if you
are not able to attend this meeting.
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EVERYONE at St. Peter’s, their family,
and friends are invited to participate in Vacation
Bible School this year! We are going to Africa,
just as Adam Kolman is really going to Tanzania
in East Africa to visit our partner congregation,
Madihani Lutheran Church.

Here at St. Peter’s, we will go to Africa
to meet some new critters, sit under the Baobab
tree, tell stories of faith, meet new friends, and
have good times together.

VBS will begin on Sunday, June 2@t
11 AM in the Social Room. We will set the
theme for the week, have brunch together, and
start our BAOBOB BLAST adventure. Monday
through Thursday, June 21 to 24, we will gather
in the evenings from 5:30 to 7:45 PM. Those
evenings will begin with a light supper, our time
of singing and story-telling, and time exploring

N God’s community through Bible stories, art,

[ it snacks, and a whole variety of experiences.
The youth are continuing to see the face

This year our critter friends include:
Faye the Zebra, Amy the Monkey, Bud the
Elephant, Sam the Meerkat, and Jonathan the
Giraffe. Plan now to explore this part of God’s
creation with friends and family that you invite
to join in the adventure. Remember that at St.
Peter'sVBS IS FOR EVERYONE ~ OF ALL
AGES! Mark June 20 to 24 on your calendar
NOW for “VBS at St. Peter’s.”

Registration for VBS will take place in
early May. Watch the May Couriéor further
details. .




Campus Ministry

After a terrific dinner together last
month, a Campus Ministry game night is
planned for Sunday, April 18at 7:30 PM. Al
Campus Ministry students are invited to join us
for an evening of relaxing, community building‘&,;

and games. N7

i b e
101 i
| | |
! ¥ \"«'{
4
i

From Marjorie Weiss “to all the folks

With Many Thanks!

who remembered my 8irthday. It was
great!”

From Brian Wiles-Young “to everyone
for the cards and prayers during my recent
surgery and recovery. It was very much
appreciated.”

From Marianne Napravnik “for all the
prayers, hugs, and cards of sympathy at the
death of my sister Patricia Miller. God’s
Blessings on the St. Peter's family.”

From Grace Althenn to Pastor Roberts
for “your very welcomed visits and the prayers.
They really helped my progress in healing
quicker. Also your phone call was an extra
blessing and gave me a great lift.”

To Ron Frankenfield and his crew for
clearing the sidewalks and to Don Bramwell and
Travis Frankenfield for clearing the parking lot
during the snowy winter weather.

From Arlene S. Mills: “Blessings and a
Thank You to my special St. Peter’'s Family for
all my Easter greetings, communion, and ‘miss
not seeing you.’ | truly miss not attending
Church regularly, but keeping in touch with
those who do helps so much. May you all have a
Blessed Easter.”

BAPTISM:
Payton Rose — February 28, 2010

Organ Recital

In September of 2009, St. Peter’s
Organist, Marisa Deshler, gave birth to her
daughter Katherine. This blessed event meant
that Marisa was unable to do an Organ Recital in
2009. But in 2010, the opportunity to hear her
play and see her feet move across the pedals will
return! On Sunday, May 2, Marisa will present
her Fifth Organ Recital on St. Peter’s three
manual Moller pipe organ at 3 PM in the Nave.

Since coming to St. Peter’s ten years
ago, Marisa has continued to study organ.
Currently she is studying with Stephen
Williams, the organist at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Allentown.

Marisa holds a B.S. in Music and
Elementary Education from Cedar Crest
College. She completed graduate studies at
Rutgers University where she received her
Master's Degree in Music History in 2003. She
has been teaching in the Bethlehem Area School
District since 1997.

Marisa practices the organ diligently,
many hours each week, in order to prepare
music for St. Peter’s services as well as for this
recital. Invite friends and plan to attend this
afternoon of inspiring music.

Who's Talking to Your
Kids About Money?

“Parents, Kids, and Money Matters” is a
workshop designed for parents and their children
ages 6 to 10. Participants will reflect on the
values they want their children to learn. Children
will learn about sharing, saving, and spending.
Pizza will be served and each child will receive
a piggy bank.

The event is sponsored by Thrivent and
will be presented on Sunday, April 18, at 3 PM
at New Jerusalem Lutheran Church in
Hellertown.

To make reservations, call 610-253-
1668 by April 5. Please also tell if you need
nursery care for younger children. The goal of
the workshop is to get parents and children
talking about money management.



New Bethany Ministries hosts the Meal
Center, where a hot lunch is served to
approximately 175 people each day. This is one
of St. Peter’s benevolence ministries. Volunteers
from the congregation are the cooking and
serving team there on the third Friday of each
month. Thanks to a grant from the Feinstein
Foundation, gifts of $25 or more sent to New
Bethany and received before April"3@ill be
matched. Checks must be made out to and sent
to: New Bethany Ministries, 337 Wyandotte
Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015. Will you take this
opportunity to help feed our hungry neighbors?

Gardeners Needed

The Community Gardens at Martin
Luther King, Jr., Park on Carlton Avenue will
again be available at no cost, starting at the end
of March. Sharon Wiles-Young, who serves on

the planning committee, has been able to register

for two plots for Head Start and one for our

congregation. The Head Start teachers and

children will plant and tend their plots.
Volunteers are needed to help with St.

Peter’s plot, some to plant and some to weed and

harvest. The plan is to give the food grown to
members of the congregation who need it. Any
additional food would be placed on the table in
the lower narthex on Sunday mornings so that
anyone may take what they can use and leave a
cash donation for the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal.

To volunteer for the fun of digging in
the earth to plant and/or to weed and harvest,
please be in touch with Sharon or with Barbara
Taylor. St. Peter’s participation in the
Community Gardens provides a great way to be
visible in our neighborhood, to produce healthy
food, and to be good stewards of this part of the
earth that God has given to us.

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

Furniture for Bride’s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21 Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be purchased
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00.

4. Please contact Designated Gifts Coordinator,
Evelyn Smith with questions or for more information

There are two opportunities in April to
help in clean-up efforts in the community:

The Great South Side Clean Ups
scheduled for April 17 from 7:30 AM to
Noon. Volunteers are needed. Breakfast will be
provided, starting at 7:30 in the Lehigh parking
lot on the corner of Packer and Brodhead.
Residents of the south side may bring items for
disposal to selected sites. For more information,
see the poster on the bulletin board outside the
Church Offices.

Fountain Hill Cemetery will hold a
spring clean-up day on Saturday, April 24, from
9 AM to Noon. Please bring rakes and gloves,
and help spruce up the grounds. Rain date is
April 25. For information, contact Ed Vogrins at
610-868-4840.



Hospital Admissions

If you or another St. Peter's member is
admitted to a hospital, the hospital will no longer
call the church. Please call in the information to
the Church Office. If you call after office hours,
you may leave a message on the voicemail.
Names and numbers of staff members on call are
provided in the voice message, so call one of
those listed if you need to reach someone
immediately. Help keep the lines of
communication open so we, the people of God at
St. Peter’s, can care for one anothgp.\

SSM “KIDS”

The planning has begun for Southside
Ministries “KIDS — 2010.” Please spread the
word to friends and neighbors with elementary
school-aged children, and mark your calendar,
too. We will again meet at the Cathedral Church
of the Nativity from 6 to 8 PM. This year the
sessions will take place on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, July"t8rough July
23°. The closing program is scheduled for 7 PM
on the 28 Each evening session will feature
music, Bible Study, crafts, games, shacks, and
devotions. There are groups for children age 4
through those in'6grade. Registration forms
will be available in the Church Office after
Easter. Come join the fun at “Baobab Blast!

Hunger, illiteracy, cancer, childhood
illnesses, animals suffering, the Rainforest being
depleted.... YOU can help work toward solving
these six problems in 30 seconds! Interested?
It's easy! Each day as you prepare to close down
your computer, click othehungersite.com

You may click on “give food,” and the
sponsors of the site will donate a portion of food
for every click. There is no cost to you. Then
simply click on each tab, click on the spot to
donate, and you've given six gifts in under a
minute! A little from each of us adds up to mean
a lot of love shared with others.

ZPEENDEAENT

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran

Church
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AM to 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF

" The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outreach

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner — Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel
Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynimgs
for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns — Couriérditor

St. Peter’s 2010 Softball Team is now
forming. Games are played in the evening as
part of a church league. Adults — both men and
women — are invited to participate. For
information, contact team captain Tony
DeAngelis, Jr.



