St. Peter’'s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchBethlehem, PA

FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Partners in Ministry,

Change is a reality of life. We cannot
escape it. Some changes bring new
joys. Others can bring challenges. All
change is easier with flexibility and with
the faith that the Holy Spirit is present to
guide and direct us each and every day.
During the month of May, our St. Peter’'s
family of faith will experience a major
change in our life together. In 1987 two
people joined St. Peter's Staff — Jean
Ocker as Director of Music and Linda
Zrinski as Parish Secretary. At the end
of the month, both of them will retire
from their positions. | know that many
will be present on June 6™ to celebrate
their ministries in the special worship
service and the party to follow. Things
will be different, but the mission and
ministry of Jesus Christ will continue.

The good news is that we have two
committed search committees who have
been working to fill the empty spaces.
The Secretary Search Committee,
composed of Sharon Ann Burns, Ron
Kropf, Sharon Wiles-Young, Barbara
Taylor, and me, made its
recommendation to the Congregation
Council on April 13". The Council
accepted the recommendation, and
Carol Frankenfield will begin to work in
the Church Office on May 17. She will
work with Linda for two weeks and then

become the Parish Secretary on June
1%, Please  hold Linda in your
prayers as she prepares to retire. And
please hold Carol in your prayers as she
prepares to begin this ministry.

The Music Search Committee will be
interviewing during the month of May.
Please hold the members of this
committee in your prayers — Ron Carr,
Kim Frankenfield, Beth Hawk, Marisa
Deshler, Barbara Taylor, and me — as
the process unfolds. And please hold
Jean in your prayers as she prepares to
both retire and move from the area to
live with her daughter.

Another change will occur on Pentecost,
May 23" as the members of the
Second Year Confirmation Class affirm
their Baptisms through the Rite of
Confirmation and become  adult
members of the congregation. Please
pray for these young women, as well, so
that they may keep the promises they
will make on this day.

God’s blessings as we experience these
changing times.

In Christ,

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Senior Pastor



May Worship Highlights

Sunday, May 2 Fifth Sunday of Easter and Educd@ielebration
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 5 10:30 AM — Holy Communion and khegin the Chapel

Sunday, May 9 {N Sixth Sunday of Easter
l 8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 12 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @fteapel

Sunday, May 16 Seventh Sunday of Easter and Asge@®lebration
8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 19 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @fteapel

Sunday, May 23 . Day of Pentecost
N3 8:15 & 11 AM — Holy Communion in the Nave
. Confirmation at 11:00 AM

AN " 6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

Wednesday, May 26 10:30 AM — Holy Communion in @fteapel

Sunday, May 30 The Holy Trinity
(Summer Schedule Begins) 8:15 AM & 9:30 AM Holy Communion in the Nave
6:30 PM — Holy Communion in the Chapel

The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev.
Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
0519




Stacy’s Spot

This is one of my favorite times of the
year. The cherry trees begin to show their
beautiful pink blossoms, green sprouts on trees
give way to leaves, and all of South Mountain
seems to be covered in a variety of shades of
green. And then there are the flowers. Tulips are
in an array of colors, and the daffodils show
their beautiful yellow. It seems that every time |
turn around there are new flowers and new life.

It may be easy to get distracted by the
beautiful weather, the spring sports that we
enjoy watching, and the excitement of the end of
another school year. However, even when we
may forget the meaning of Easter in the midst of
this beauty, God provides us with another nudge.
The fear of death and the gloom and sadness are
no longer with us. And with that, the snow and
frozen land have given way to green grass, baby
animals, and plenty of warm weather. Even
nature is crying out that Christ is risen and is
reminding us that this is a constant celebration!
We have “unburied” the Alleluias, and we sing
them with great joy each Sunday throughout the
seven weeks of the Easter season. Although we
celebrate on the Resurrection of Our Lord, or the
First Sunday of Easter, this is a celebration that
continues throughout the entire season of Easter
and each Sunday thereafter. Christ is indeed
risen, and we no longer have to worry about
death. We have been given the promise of
eternal life, the gift of great love, and the
promise that Christ will continue to be with us.

On the fiftieth day of Easter, we once
again celebrate Pentecost. This is the time when
we remember the outpouring of the Spirit onto
each of us. On this important day, some of St.
Peter’s youth who are in the ninth grade will
each make an affirmation of their baptism. They
will boldly profess their faith in Christ, reject
sin, and confess their faith in the church.

This day arrives with great joy after they
have spent time learning about the Sacraments
of Holy Communion and Baptism; studying the
Apostles’ Creed, the Ten Commandments, and
the Lord’s Prayer; looking into what it means to
be a Lutheran; and diving into both the Old and
the New Testaments with questions and insights.

These youth have found that it is good to have
guestions, because God provides us with
exciting answers...and then often with even
more questions.

Together, they have realized the
importance of being in this community of
believers. As the world sometimes seems to
come crashing down around them, this
community is there to walk with them. When
things seem to be going well, people are here to
celebrate with them. These youth have realized
that they are all important children of God and
that they are loved. This is true for each of us!

The Confirmands have heard the Easter
message that Christ is risen! They have felt the
outpouring of love in their lives, and have found
that this is something to be continually
celebrated. This gift of love is also something
that impacts how they live out their lives.

We encourage you to join us in worship
throughout the Easter season, to ask questions,
to hear the good news of the Gospel message,
and to celebrate with these Confirmands as they
make their Affirmations of Baptism. » 24

God'’s Blessings,
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner

The following motions were approved:

-- Affirm the appointment of David Struble as a
Sunday morning Sexton.

-- Accept William Cope’s letter of retirement
from the position of Custodian, effective
December 23, 2010, with thanks for his years of
work.

-- Hire Carol A. Frankenfield as Parish
Secretary, effective June 1. She will begin a
two-week period of paid training on May 17.
(There was one abstention on this vote.)




Women of the ELCA i.

Morning Bible Study -in May, the
Women of the ELCA Morning Bible Study wil
meet only once: on Tuesday, May 18, from 9 to
10:30 AM. The group will be concluding their
study of Paul's writings and how they can have
an impact on how one lives as a Lutheran
Christian in today’s world. Women of all ages
are always welcome to gather for prayers, study,
and support. See ‘Miss’ Liz if you have any
guestions. The group gathers to learn together in
faith.

Bach Festival Ministry of Hospitality
Set-up dates are Fridays, May 7 & 14, from 9:00
AM to Noon. Serve and clean-up — Saturdays,
May 8 & 15, from 9 AM to 5 PM. Volunteers
are needed in all areas to help set up and to clean
up and to serve guests. Call Connie Wirth or
Harriet Tonkins if you can help all day or a few
hours. Your help will be greatly appreciated! g
The following items are needed: Pie Bakersi, \4
rhubarb. Boutique - handcrafted items such ?
slippers, sweaters, doilies, pillows, aprons,
afghans, etc. Non-perishable items may be
dropped off at the Church Office anytime. Salad
bar — Jello salads (regular and sugar free),
deviled eggs, red beet eggs, pickled eggs, etc.
Baked goods - cakes, cookies, breads, etc. Come
be part of the fun!

PARKING NOTE On the two Saturdays ONLY
(May 8 & 15) you may park on Vine Street or on
Packer Avenue at no charge if you have a St.
Peter’'s “PARKING PERMIT.” See Harriet or
Connie to receive your permit.

Beginning June 1, St. Peter's Church
Office will be staffed by the Parish Secretary
Mondays through Fridays from 8 AM until
Noon. Please note the change in hours!

Staff members will be coming and going
as usual for meetings, visits, etc. Plan your
office visits and phone calls between 8 AM and
Noon on weekdays to be sure the Secretary is
available to greet you.
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At both morning worship services on

ay 2, St. Peter’s will celebrate the gift of
education and thank all who are involved with
teaching our children. The Advocacy Committee
invited the staff at Broughal Middle School, the
Head Start teachers from our building, members
of St. Peter's who are educators, and St. Peter’s
SCS and VBS staff to attend worship that
morning and to enjoy a time of fellowship
between services.

Members of St. Peter’s are encouraged
to invite a friend who is an educator or a favorite
teacher --- present or past --- to be part of the
celebration.

Plan to come celebrate the importance
of education in our daily lives and in the
Church!

Organ Recital
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ﬂ%% On Sunday, May 2, St. Peter’s Organist
Marisa Deshler will present her Fifth Organ
Recital at 3 PM in the Nave. This is another
wonderful opportunity to experience the wide
range of St. Peter’s three-manual Moller pipe
organ.

Since coming to St. Peter’s ten years
ago, Marisa has continued to study organ.
Currently she is studying with Stephen
Williams, the organist at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Allentown.

Marisa holds a B.S. in Music and
Elementary Education from Cedar Crest
College. She completed graduate studies at
Rutgers University where she received her
Master's Degree in Music History in 2003. She
has been teaching in the Bethlehem Area School
District since 1997.

Marisa practices the organ diligently,
many hours each week, in order to prepare
music for St. Peter’s services as well as for this
recital. Mark your calendar now and invite
friends and family members to attend this
afternoon of inspiring music.
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Celebrate With Our
Rostered Leaders

Rostered leaders on St. Peter’s staff and
active and retired rostered leaders who are
members of the congregation will celebrate
anniversaries in May, June, July, and August.

Ordinations

t Senior Pastor Edith B. Roberts
June 3, 1979
T Visitation Pastor George Spieker
May 26, 1957
T Retired-Pastor Richard Hintz
August 15, 1951
T Retired-Pastor Arvo Beck
August 15, 1985
t Moravian College and Seminary Presid
The Rev. Dr. Christopher Thomforde
August 7, 1976

Deaconess Consecration

T Retired-Sister Gunnel Sterner
June 17, 1962

t Sister Ramona Cecille Daily
July 26, 1998

Certification for Associates in Ministry

T Elizabeth Rose McKee Elterich__&;
May 14, 1987

t Barbara-Anne Gross Taylor
May 16, 1991
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Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 6,
to celebrate the ministry of Parish Secretary
Linda Zrinski and Director of Music Jean Ocker
as they retire. There will be one morning
worship service at 9:30 AM. A luncheon catered
by Benner Street will follow worship.

St. Peter’'s members should have
received invitations. If you need an invitation,
call Barbara Taylor in the Church Office.

Beginning on Sunday, May 3p
worship will be at 8:15 AM and 9:30 AM in the
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Nave and 6:30 PM in the Chapel. There will be
no Sunday Church School during the summer.
Children are encouraged to worship with their
parents and to come forward for the young
people’s sermon.

This year there will be two exceptions to
this schedule. On Sunday, Jurife there will be
one morning worship service at 9:30 AM to
celebrate the ministry of Jean Ocker and Linda
Zrinski as they begin their retirements. On
Sunday, August 73 there will also be one
morning worship service at 9:30 AM, as we bid
Farewell and Godspeed to Intern Stacy Lauer-
Scovanner.

On Sunday, May 23, at the 11 AM
Worship, St. Peter’s will once again celebrate
Affirmation of Baptism. The young women in
the Second Year Confirmation Class will make
their promises before God, the promises that
others had promised for them at Baptism.

Members of the congregation who are
present for the 11 AM worship service that day
will also make a promise for the entire
congregation. The promise is to hold these new

“2 young adults in our thoughts and prayers and to

support them as they continue their faith
journeys.

Following the worship service, everyone
is invited to a reception in the Coffee Corner for
the new Confirmands.

Geraniums representing the Tongues of Fire
will decorate the Nave on Pentecost, Ma&?.23
There are two ways to help with this project:

1. Make a donation toward the cost of the
plants by placing your gift in an
envelope and marking it “geraniums.”
Envelopes may be placed in the offering
plate or mailed to the Church Office.

Offer to help plant the geraniums around
the building on Tuesday, May 25, at 6
PM. Contact Barbara Taylor to
volunteer to help.



Sunday Church School classes will
continue to meet through May 23. Each week

students of all ages gather together to sing, share

God’s stories, and learn to live as God wants us
to live. It is never too late to start attendingSSC
There are always friends waiting for others to be
part of the Sunday Morning learning time.
Adults Learning Together meets each
Sunday morning in the Trauger Room. All

adults are invited to be a part of this opportunity
to learn and grow in the faith. %

Youth in grades eight and up are invited
to be a part of “Whatever Wednesdays” from 3
PM-6 PM on Wednesdays in May. There will be
time for community-building, studying scripture,
discussing what it means to be a child of God,
doing homework, playing games, and eating
dinner together as a family. We hope to see you
there!

Throughout May, St. Peter’s youth in
grades eight and up will continue to share some
of the love with which they have been blessed.
Youth will be traveling to visit a few
parishioners who are homebound in order to
spread the Gospel, to share stories, and to grow
together in faith.

VBS Staff Meetings

Planning for all the pieces that make for
a wonderful VBS experience takes a whole team
of people with many different talents and great
ideas. Those helping with the Baobab Blast will
meet on Mondays, May 3 and June 7, at 7 PM in
the Trauger Room to get all the pieces in order.
See ‘Miss’ Liz if you are interested in
participating. ¥

May and June are months which are
often filled with graduations, celebrations, and
new beginnings. Graduations are a time for
celebrating accomplishments, successes, and the
hard work that goes into the accomplishment.

If you are a St. Peter's member who is
graduating from high school, technical school,
or a college or university, please give your
name, date of graduation, and school to the
Church Office by May 9. The names will be
included in the June Courier

On Friday, May 21, Elizabeth Nees, St.
Peter’'s 2008-09 Intern, will graduate from The
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
She is currently in the Call Process in the New
Jersey Synod of the ELCA.

Please hold Elizabeth in your prayers as
she enters this new phase of her faith journey.
You may send your congratulations and best
wishes to her at:

Elizabeth Nees
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia
7301 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Campus Ministry Year Closing

With the arrival of the month of May, it
is time to say our good-byes to Lehigh students
who have come to worship, activities, and
Campus Ministry events during this 2009-10
academic year. Some students will be graduating
and moving on to graduate school or starting
their careers, and we wish them well in all that
they do. Our Campus Ministry Coordinator for
this year, Kara Godshalk, will be going home to
California to work with IBM after graduating on
May 24. Kara has welcomed students into the
life and activities of St. Peter’s during the year.
We will miss her energy and bright smile. God'’s
blessings to all who leave Lehigh this May.
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St. Peter’s will be providing some exam
study breaks during the exam schedule. Watch
your email and the Sunday bulletin for
announcements of when and where these events
will take place.

On Sunday, June 2peveryone at St.
Peter’s can take the journey of a lifetime. During
Vacation Bible School 2010, we will travel to
Africa! But YOU won't have to pack a big
suitcase like Adam Kolman will this summer or
like Pastor Roberts and Kathy Thomforde did in
September when they traveled to Tanzania. All
you need to do is come to the Social Room for
the Baobab Blast Adventure! Wear your
comfortable clothes and shoes and be ready to
meet some interesting critters as we explore the
savannah together. £ B

The first Baobab adventure is oQ
Sunday, June 20, from 11 AM to 1:30 PM-"¢

storytelling, activities, and brunch. Sessmnstw Y

through five will continue June 21 to 24 from
5:30 to 7:45 PM.

The evening time together will include a
light supper, singing, storytelling, savannah
activities, snacks, and lots of good times. Pastor
Roberts will lead an adult Bible study Monday
through Thursday.

REGISTRATION FOR VBS will take
place on Sunday, MAY 16 You'll want to sign
up early so that you get your VBS t-shirt and so
supplies can be ordered. This is a great time to
invite family and friends to a fun adventure, so
be sure to register them as well.
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. Peter’s Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a Christ-centered worshipiémgily of faith
witnessing to God’s inclusive love for individualer our
community, and for the world.

Please remember, with notes and cards,
the following homebound member who is
celebrating her birthday this month:

Margaret Lucas - May 7

June Courier Deadline
The deadline for the June Courisr
Sunday, May 16. Please place your articles in

the editor’'s mailbox or email them to her at
courier_editor@yahoo.com

With Many Thanks!

From Donna & Sigfredo Diaz to “their

: ; St. Peter’s family for the Easter gift card. It was
‘ deeply thoughtful and appreciated!”

From Susan and Tony DeAngelis and
Tracie, Alisia, and Ciarra Drayton for “all cards
and prayers we received during the difficult time
after my Mother (Nana), Jeanne Fink, passed
away.”

From Pastor Arvo Beck: “l want to
express my most heartfelt thank you to the
people of St. Peter’s for the many cards and
notes of sympathy and for your warm and loving
support during this difficult time following my
wife Barbara’s death. | especially want to thank
Pastor Robertr many hours of providing
loving pastoral support and for the beautiful
service and sermon. Thank you to everyone who
helped to provide the lovely, tasty, and fulfilling
luncheon after the service.”

From Evelyn Smith: “My goodness —
how quickly something can happen to us. I'm so
thankful for my family, my friends and my
church family. You have abeen so kind and
thoughtful. Thank you for caring for me. I am so
very lucky.”

From Mildred Wright for the Easter
plant. “ was very happy to meet Karen
VanGorden who delivered the flowers and sends
cards to me from the church.”



The Community Services Office of
Lehigh University invited Associate in Ministry
Elizabeth Elterich to their annual Volunteer
Recognition Banquet and Awards Presentation
on Thursday evening, May'8The dinner was
held in the Asa Packer Dining Room in the
University Center. Over 100 students, faculty,
staff, and friends came together to celebrate the
many hours of volunteer work that Lehigh
students have provided throughout this past year.
This volunteer work occurred on campus and in
the Bethlehem community during the academic
year. During spring break, work parties of ===
students also traveled to places such as NeW.
Orleans, Tennessee, Indiana, and Kentucky.\¥
These students have given thousands of hourS$¥
time to care for others while also maintaining :
their academic achievement at Lehigh.

Also honored were the three
congregations that host the America
Reads/America Counts Homework Clubs:
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Fritz
Memorial Methodist Church, and St. Peter’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Lehigh is pleased
that the congregations are willing to share space
for these homework clubs. About 60 elementary
and middle school students attended the
Homework Clubs at these three church sites.

Stop by the Bulletin Board outside the
Church Office and see the certificate Elizabeth
received on behalf of the Congregation.
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The Jerusalem Singers will be returning
to St. Peter’'s on Sunday, August 1. The choir
directed by Peter Deshler, husband of St. Pet
Organist, Marisa Deshler. This popular grotp: )
will share a selection of sacred music during th% {
sermon times at both the 8:15 AM and 9:30 AMJ%
worship services. As you plan your summer
schedule, be sure to invite family and friends to
worship with you that day.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE:
The Rev. Barbara A. Davis — April 10, 2010
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To sponsor any of the following, contact
the Parish Secretary. It's a great way to support
worship at St. Peter’s.

June newspaper ad --- $25
June 13 Altar Flowers --- $45

Website Photos

St. Peter’s website provides information
Gt events in the congregation.

Pictures of people and events at St.
Peter’s are occasionally posted on the Church
website. If you do not want your picture used,
please notify the Church Office in writing.

SSM Better Buy Thrift Shop

The Southside Ministries Better Buy
Thrift Shop has reopened! Clothing for spring
and summer is plentiful. Be sure to stop by to
see what's new for you for the warmer
weather. The shop is open Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 AM to 3
PM and on Fridays from 10:30 AM to 1 PM.
Any profit supports the programs of SSM.

SSM Community
Festival

SAVE THE DATE! Mark your calendar
now and save Saturday, July 10, from 5:30 to 7
PM to be part of the SSM Community Festival
in Martin Luther King, Jr. Park on Carlton
Avenue.

If you are able to donate small prizes
(for both children and adults) for the Prize Walk,
please contact SSM Coordinator Barbara Taylor.
We’'ll also enjoy games, face painting, pizza,
snacks, and more.



SSM “KIDS”

Vacation Bible School sponsored by
Southside Ministries is called “SSM KIDS.”
Sessions are held at Cathedral Church of the
Nativity and groups are available for children
from age 4 through grade 6. This summer we ar
off to Africa to explore the wonders of God'’s
creation and to learn more about God'’s love for
us. Each evening includes music, games, snacki
art & crafts, and Bible stories.

“KIDS” will meet on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays --- July 12, 14, 16, 19
and 21, from 6 to 8 PM. On Friday, July 23, the
children and staff will present a closing
celebration for families and friends.

To register a child, obtain a form from
the Church Office. For more information on
serving as an adult volunteer, contact SSM
Coordinator Barbara Taylor. Come join the fun!

St. Peter’s Designated Gifts List

Furniture for Bride’s Room:
2 sofas $2,000.00
10 Arm Chairs for Reception Room and Social

Room each $150.00
ADF $1,000.00
200 Folding Chairs each $50.00
15 Plastic Folding Tables each $75.00

Additional Designated Giving Opportunities:

21% Century Fund Any Amount
Youth Gathering Any Amount
Bear Creek Camperships Any Amount

NOTE: 1. Prices are approximate.

2. Where a range of prices is indicated,
more specific information is available from the
Church Office.

3. A memorial Plague may be purchased
separately for mounting on Memorial Board in the
Narthex. Approximate cost is $20.00-$30.00.

4. Please contact Designated Gifts Coordinator,
Evelyn Smith with questions or for more information
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Church

474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015

610-867-0519
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8 AMto 3 PM
Friday: 9 AM to NOON
FAX: 610-867-1249

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org
www.stpetersbethlehem.org

STAFF
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor
The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for
Education/Youth/Outreach

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish
Administration

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner — Pastoral Intern
Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music
Marisa H. Deshler — Organist

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. — Bell Director
Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave
9:30 AM Sunday Church School
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Beginning May 308:15 & 9:30 AM Worship in Nave
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sundaynimgs
for children up to five years of age.

Sharon Ann Burns — Couriéditor




