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       St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, PA      
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR 

 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 
As I write this article, I am in the midst of 
packing for my trip to Tanzania.  By the time 
you read this, Kathy Thomforde and I will 
have arrived in the South Central Diocese of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  
We are looking forward to worshipping at 
Madihani Lutheran Church on Sundays 
September 20 and 27.  We are also looking 
forward to sharing our experiences during 
worship on Sunday, October 4, and in 
presentations at Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, 
October 14, and as a part of Sunday Church 
School on Sunday, October 18. 
 
God has called us to be a part of a community 
of faith, and that community stretches across 
the ocean and around the world.  We are 
connected through baptism because of the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
As we live out our faith in our daily lives, as 
we strive to love more and judge less, as we 
reach out to those in need, we proclaim and 
celebrate the love of God which binds us 
together.   
 
On Sunday, October 4th we will celebrate the 
Holy Meal which strengthens us in our life 
together, as we Commission our Ministers of  
Holy Communion for another year of service.   
We will also give thanks for our connection 
with other Lutherans around the world through 
Lutheran World Federation.   
 
 

 
 
 
On Sunday, October 11, we will give thanks 
for the other creatures which inhabit God’s 
creation, as we bless our pets.  This is a day 
to help feed homeless animals by bringing 
cat or dog food to worship.  The food will be 
given to a local shelter. 
 
On Sunday, October 18, worship will include 
the Rite of Healing.  It is a tangible reminder 
of God’s powerful presence in our lives. 
 
Sunday, October 25, is Reformation Sunday. 
We will give thanks for our Lutheran 
Christian heritage – proclaiming that we are 
saved by grace through faith. 
 
And looking forward to All Saints Sunday – 
November 1st – we will celebrate our 
commitment to stay on the corner of Packer 
and Vine – witnessing to God’s love.  Mark 
your calendars now!!! 
 
May our community of faith be blessed as we 
worship together, work together, support one 
another, and reach out with God’s love.  
 
The Good News is that God knows US by 
NAME! 
 
In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Edith B. Roberts 
Senior Pastor 
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October Worship Highlights 
 
 
Sunday, October 4  Lutheran World Federation Sunday  

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
     6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, October 7 10:30 AM – Holy Communion & Healing in the 

Chapel 
 
Sunday, October 11  19th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, October 14 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, October 18  20th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion and Healing in 
the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion and Healing in the 
Chapel 

      
Wednesday, October 21 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, October 25  Reformation Sunday  

8:15 & 11:00 AM – Holy Communion in the Nave 
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 
Wednesday, October 28 10:30 AM – Holy Communion in the Chapel 
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The Courier is published eleven times a year by St. Peter’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18015 (a non-profit organization). The Senior Pastor is the Rev. 

Edith B. Roberts. All questions about the publication can be 
addressed to the editor at the Church Office, telephone 610-867-
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Stacy’s Spot 
 
As I look outside of our apartment window, it 

becomes increasingly clear. My favorite season is in 
full swing. The heat from the summer has faded and 
the trees have welcomed the cool weather with the 
change of their leaves into the beautiful new hues of 
orange, red, and brown. Students are back in school, 
wearing their sweaters and pants while keeping their 
jackets close. The treats of apple cider and spice 
cookies are plentiful. Lehigh students have returned 
to campus, their presence obvious as they walk past 
the church, deep in conversation about upcoming 
assignments, and as they attend worship. Marching 
bands are practicing, and there is talk about football 
throughout the area. End-of-season crops are being 
harvested, and children and adults alike get to enjoy 
their remains in corn mazes and carved pumpkins.  

With all of this beauty abounding, it would 
seem obvious that I would spend the time looking 
around and enjoying what is currently taking place. 
However, like most people, I am already thinking 
ahead. I’m aware of upcoming sermons that will be 
preached; of my family’s visit and the cleaning that 
needs to take place; of heading home for 
Thanksgiving; and of preparing for Advent. At the 
same time, Trinity Lutheran Seminary is constantly 
reminding me that I am here for a year to learn and 
grow while sharing God’s message. They are 
expecting papers to be filled out and are confirming 
that they need to be kept aware of the experiences 
that are taking place. This feels very similar to the 
expectations of the previous two years, which makes 
me reflect on my seminary classes, including note-
taking, homework that was completed, the papers that 
were written, and the friendships that were made.   

Instead of simply enjoying my favorite time 
of year, I am looking towards the future and thinking 
of the past. As I was reading through my Daily Texts, 
I was reminded that “The Lord your God is providing 
you a place of rest.” (Joshua 1:13A) Another verse 
held a similar message: “Consider the ravens: they 
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse 
nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds!” (Luke 12:24). 
Here and now, God is providing each of us with a 
place where we can pause. We can take the moment 
to look around and see the beauty that God is 
providing us. Even as we rush towards the future and 
our busy lives and reminisce on the things that have 
happened that we cannot change, God is calling us to 
be present in the here and now. God’s message  
 

 

speaks to us in our daily lives and in each moment 
that we are living. Jesus is our ever-loving Savior, 
who has saved us, loves us, and forgives us, 
including in this time. Even as we are living out our 
callings and becoming busier, as the fall leads into 
winter, God is providing us with food, clothing, and 
loving care. Yes, God’s love for us is present in both 
the past and the future. Importantly, God’s love is 
also present in the here and now. Take a moment to 
breathe. Share immediate concerns and thankfulness 
with God, and revel in the feeling of peace that 
comes with the knowledge of God’s continual love 
and care. God’s love is here with us in this very 
second, and the Holy Spirit is working in our lives at 
this moment. Breathe again and revel in the beauty of 
God’s love and care.  
 

God’s peace, 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner 
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A motion was approved to: 
 

--Accept the resignation of Beverly Kunkle as 
Congregation Council Secretary with thanks for her 
service as Secretary and for her continuing service as 
a member of the Congregation Council. 
--Appoint Gloria Jedinak to fill the unexpired term of 
Secretary until the December Council elections.  
--Accept the letter of retirement of Linda Zrinski as 
Parish Secretary, effective May 28, 2010, with thanks 
for her years of faithful, committed service. 
--Accept the resignation of Nancy Breidenbach from 
her term on Congregation Council with thanks for her 
service.  
--Adopt a “Share ($100) or a half share ($50) of 
Interest in Mission and Ministry” as a program by 
which loved ones/special events may be 
honored/remembered with a listing in the Sunday 
bulletin of the gift to the Trust Fund. 
--Commission the following as Ministers of Holy 
Communion for another one-year term: Associate in 
Ministry Elizabeth Elterich, Kim Frankenfield, 
Marianne Napravnik, Jeanette Gross, Evelyn Smith, 
Susan Swavely, Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Linda 
Zrinski, Coordinator.  
--Transfer Jon Little to Risen Savior Lutheran Church 
in Chandler, Arizona.  
--Receive as a child member Hudson Parker Covely, 
infant son of Alissa Covely and her husband Wayne, 
from Trinity Lutheran Church, Kingsport, 
Tennessee.   
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You are Invited to a Ministry 
Celebration on All Saints 

Sunday, 
November 1st, at 10 AM in the 

Nave! 
 
 As we give thanks for those who have gone 
before us in the faith and plan for those to come after 
us, worship will include: 
 

     †  The celebration of St. Peter’s Mortgage 
Burning. 
     †  Bishop Samuel Zeiser as the guest preacher and 
Pastor Roberts presiding. 
     †  The tolling of the bell in memory of those 
whose funerals were held through St. Peter’s since 
the last All Saints Sunday. 
     †  Candle lighting in memory of loved ones.  
     †  Music by all the choirs. 
 

 You may wish to remember loved ones who 
have died with a special listing in the bulletin on this 
All Saints Day by giving a share ($100) or a half 
share ($50) of Interest in Mission and Ministry. 
Contact the Parish Secretary no later than October 26 
to provide information for your gift. 
 Following worship, everyone is invited to a 
celebration luncheon catered by Benner Street in the 
Social Room. Watch for the mailing and make your 
reservation to be part of this wonderful day in St. 
Peter’s history. 
 With God’s help, we remember the past, 
celebrate the present, and plan for the future mission 
and ministry of St. Peter’s! 
 

Women of the ELCA 
  

Morning Bible Study will be held on 
Tuesdays, October 6 and 20, from 9 to 10:30 AM in 
the Trauger Room. All women of the congregation 
and their friends are welcome to attend Bible study. 
This is a time of prayer, sharing, and learning in faith. 
The study focus for the year is the book of Romans.   

Blanket Making will be held on Monday, 
October 19.  

Bazaar – will be held on Wednesday, 
November 4, from 10 AM to 2 PM.  Volunteers are 
needed to staff the event, so please call Harriet 
Tonkins at 610-867-3706 to let her know you can 
help. However, there’s no need to wait until 

November to help! Begin now to create handmade 
craft items and to gather toys, books, jewelry, and 
things that are clean and in working order for the 
white elephant table. Large items such as TVs,  
 
computers, etc. are not being accepted. No shoes or 
clothing will be accepted. Please do not bring your 
donations to St. Peter’s until after October 25, 
because there is no storage space at the church. When 
you do bring your items, please place them in the 
bride’s room. 

Bags of sugar are needed and may be brought 
to the Church Office at any time. You may also want 
to plan ahead to bake. Bring your donations of baked 
goods early on the morning of November 4. 

St. Peter’s members are asked to pull up at 
the elevator door to unload their cars and then park 
on the street. It’s important that we carpool on that 
Wednesday to allow room for our guest shoppers to 
park. Please call Harriet at the number above to 
volunteer or for more information.  

Bingo at Cedarbrook Annex – Tuesday, 
November 10 at 6:30 PM. Help is needed to assist the 
guests, who look forward to our visit. Prizes are also 
needed. Please bring candy bars, crackers, small bags 
of pretzels or potato chips, men’s aftershave, body 
powder, stamps, note cards, jewelry, perfume, etc. 
(please no playing cards) to the Church Office by 
Sunday, November 8. 
 Christmas Ingathering – Each year the 
congregations in the Bethlehem-Easton Mission 
District collect items for the Christmas Ingathering. 
In December, the items are assembled into health 
kits, which are then delivered to local shelters. This 
year St. Peter’s is responsible to provide packages of 
baby diapers, sizes 2 and 3. Please help young 
families in need by bringing your donations of 
diapers to the Church Office. 
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St. Peter’s members enjoyed the opportunity 
to donate one Share ($100) or one Half Share ($50) 
of Interest in the Keys to the 21st Century Mortgage 
Fund in honor or in memory of a loved one or a 
special occasion. The Shares and Half Shares were 
listed in the Sunday bulletin. This has come to an end 
because our mortgage is now paid off! 

The Congregation Council has adopted a new 
way to provide an opportunity for those who wish to 
honor or to remember a loved one or a special 
event. Call the Parish Secretary and tell her what you 
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would like listed and in which Sunday bulletin it 
should be printed. The listings will read, “One Share 
(or Half Share) of Interest in Mission and Ministry is 
given to the Glory of God by ____ in honor  
 
(memory) of ____.” The donation will be placed in 
the Trust Fund.   

This is a wonderful way to commemorate 
someone or something special and to support St. 
Peter’s ministry at the same time! 
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The first Sunday in October is designated as 
Lutheran World Federation Sunday. This is a 
celebration of our connections with Lutheran 
Christians in Saxony and Tanzania and a variety of 
other countries in the world. We work together 
through the Lutheran World Federation to feed the 
hungry and to help people in the midst of a variety of 
natural and human-made disasters. Worship will 
focus on St. Peter’s relationship with our Partner 
Congregation, Madihani Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania. Pastor Roberts and Kathy Thomforde are 
returning from Tanzania on October 1st and will share 
stories from their journey. 

The first Sunday in October is also the day 
that St. Peter’s Ministers of Holy Communion are 
commissioned for another year of ministry. These 
dedicated volunteers provide a connection between 
our homebound parishioners and the worshipping 
community. As we worship together on October 4th, 
may we give thanks for God’s powerful love which 
binds us together as the Church around the world.   
 

Blessing of the Animals  
�

On Sunday, October 11, we will celebrate the 
animals in God’s creation through a “Blessing of the 
Animals.” Pictures of all the pets submitted by 
members will be displayed on a collage. When you 
come to worship that day, please bring along some 
food to help feed the pets being cared for at a local 
animal shelter. Cans, bags, packets, and canisters of 
pet food may be placed on the table in the lower 
narthex when you come to worship on October 11.  
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Healing played an important role in the 
ministry of Jesus and still plays an important part in 
the ministry of the Christian Church today. On 

Sunday, October 18, at all three worship services, 
worshipers will have the opportunity to receive the 
laying on of hands and anointing with oil as part of 
the Healing Rite. Healing is also offered on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM in the Chapel. 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

Thank you to all who gave to St. Peter’s 
Meals on Wheels special offering last year. Because 
of your generous giving, we were able to sponsor a 
delivery route for a year at a cost of $500. The 
delivery vehicle on that route sported a “This route 
sponsored by St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Bethlehem” sign as it traveled around the 
city during 2009. 

On Sunday, October 18, we will again 
receive a special offering for Meals on Wheels. In 
these hard economic times, supporting Meals on 
Wheels is a great way to help feed some of our most 
vulnerable neighbors, those who are unable to leave 
their homes.  

Checks may be made payable to St. Peter’s 
and placed in the offering plate or mailed to the 
Church Office. Please note “Meals on Wheels” in the 
memo line. 
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Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 26th, 
to join the Reformation Celebration. At all three 
worship services, we will remember Martin Luther 
and the reforms he introduced into the Christian 
Church. We will also reflect on the many ways in 
which the Reformation continues in the Church today 
in order to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
the entire world. Be sure to wear red as part of the 
celebration! 
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Turn your clock back one hour on Saturday, 
October 31, in order to be on time for worship on 
November 1st. Remember --- fall back! 
 

Congratulations! 
 

 Julie Konjoian received a Master of 
Education degree in Reading from West Chester 
University in August. Congratulations on this 
achievement, Julie! 
 

*********************************************** 
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The new Sunday Church School year has 
begun, with joy, singing, learning, friends, and 
prayers. This year’s theme for SCS is: “God Knows 
US by NAME.” As the Bible stories are told and the 
songs are sung, we will talk about all the ways God 
knows us! We all have a variety of names by which 
we are known by others, but the most important name 
is “Child of God.” 

You are never too young or too old to learn 
about how much God loves you. You can never 
“know it all” when it comes to learning about God’s 
great love for us and how we are called to care for 
others and for God’s wonderful creation. 

So -- You need to find the SCS class that’s 
right for you! Children, youth, and young adults start 
their SCS classes at 9:30 AM each Sunday. Adults 
gather in the Trauger Room from 9:45 to 10:30 AM. 
It is never too late to start coming. Even if you can’t 
come absolutely every week, come when you can! 
 

Scripture and Sweets 
 

On Monday, October 5th, at 7:00 PM, another 
season of “Scripture and Sweets” will begin. This 
program was started last year by Intern Elizabeth 
Nees and will continue this year, led by Intern Stacy 
Lauer-Scovanner. All women are invited to gather to 
enjoy together the gift of Scripture, community, and 
sweets! Please feel free to bring family members, 
friends, co-workers, etc., or to come on your own. 
This group will meet the first and third Monday of 
the months of October and November. Please contact 
Intern Stacy Lauer-Scovanner for more information 
or to sign up.   
 

Seasons of Eating 
 

Jesus said, “To whom much is given, from 
them much is expected.” We began the summer with 

fresh strawberries, enjoyed blueberries in July and 
peaches in August, and now we are able to bite into 
crisp, juicy apples. We have so much! We are the 
ones with much to share. 

In U. S. cities and in cities around the world, 
many people exist on a diet of rice or cornmeal. 
These sisters and brothers in Christ can’t even dream 
of seasons of eating. For them, the only season is the 
season of constant hunger. 

 
 
Yet there is good news! Each of us can help 

to end hunger as we pool our resources through the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal. Each person is invited 
to give the cost of one loaf of bread ($1.50) or more 
each week. We have so much! How can we say “no?” 

Place your gift in an envelope and label it 
“ELCA Hunger Appeal.” Place the envelope into the 
offering plate or mail it to the Church Office. As we 
work together, more and more of our sisters and 
brothers will have food for their journey. We are 
saving the lives of children! 

 

��� �����������
 

Apple Juice, coffee, and cookies are 
needed for the snack table at St. Peter’s Coffee 
Corner. Please bring items to the Church Office. 
It’s a special treat on Sunday mornings! 

�

From the 2009 ELCA Youth 
Gathering Participants 

 

For almost a year, seven youth and three 
adult sponsors were busy preparing to attend the 
2009 ELCA Youth Gathering. It finally arrived, and 
we traveled to New Orleans, had a fantastic time, and 
returned home inspired. This year’s Gathering, held 
July 22-26, was a Gathering like no other -- for a 
number of reasons. One of the primary noticeable 
differences was the emphasis on serving. Every 
attendee of the Gathering participated in a full day of 
community service in New Orleans or the 
surrounding area. In all of our Gathering preparation 
materials, it was emphasized that we were there to 
serve, but also to receive the gifts, stories, and 
generosity of the people. The people of New Orleans 
were overwhelmingly positive about the Gathering. 
About a week after we left, a woman from New  



 ���������������� ��������������������������������
���
 �������	�

 7 

Orleans wrote a wonderful article in the local 
newspaper that speaks to the exchange of gratitude 
experienced between the local residents and 
Gathering participants. A portion of that article from 
the Gambit newspaper follows: 
 

“In all, our Lutheran visitors from all over the 
United States contributed a quarter of a million 
volunteer hours to the people of New Orleans — 
and, in many cases, thanked us for the chance to 
have done so. We're humbled. Humbled at their 
generosity. Humbled at the sight of so many  
 
young people traveling so far to do so much hard 
work during their summer vacation. Humbled 
that the "Katrina fatigue" felt by so many 
Americans was replaced, for a few days, with an 
enthusiasm even some of us find hard to muster 
some days.  
 

How do you thank someone for helping rebuild 
your city? It's a question with which we've all 
wrestled during the past four years, and the 
answer is: You can't. But the simple act of buying 
a stranger a breakfast said "Thank you" in a 
myriad of ways: Thank you for coming. Thank 
you for caring. Thank you for your sweat and 
your optimism, for your curiosity and bravery in 
traveling to a place so unlike your own home. 
And, when many in the rest of the country seem 
to have "gotten over" Katrina and can't 
understand why we can't, perhaps the real 
message was: Thank you for not forgetting. 

 

Most of all, thank you for reminding New 
Orleans — a city that's so dependent on the 
kindness of strangers — that there still are 
people in this world who come to town and leave 
behind things more valuable than overflowing 
cash registers.” 

 

God calls all of us to serve our neighbor. 
This is a large part of what the gathering did and in 
the process we were blessed in a myriad of ways by 
the residents of New Orleans. Thank you for 
supporting us in this important journey of faith!  

 

Lunch Bunch to Visit 
Tanzania 

 

On Wednesday, October 14, those who 
gather for 10:30 AM Communion Worship are 
encouraged to stay for lunch prepared by ‘Miss’ Liz. 
Lunch bunch will also include pictures and stories 
from Pastor Roberts’ and Kathy Thomforde’s 

Tanzanian adventure, visiting our Partner 
Congregation, Madihani Lutheran Church in the 
South Central Diocese of Tanzania. Most of us will 
never visit Madihani in person, but this congregation 
is a part of our Lutheran Christian family.   

Come and bring a friend to see the pictures 
and hear the stories. 
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The deadline for the November Courier is 
Sunday, October 11. Please place your articles in the 
editor’s mailbox or email them to her at 
courier_editor@yahoo.com. 
 

Corn Maze 
 

If it is October, it must be time for the annual 
Youth/Young Adult/Parent visit to the corn maze! 
Please stop by ‘Miss’ Liz’s office door to help 
identify which date works best! We’ll schedule the 
trip for a Saturday night when most of you can go. 
This event is open to all Confirmation / Sr. Highs / 
Young Adults. Younger children are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult who will walk the maze 
with them. The maze we visit is not haunted! Watch 
the Bulletin, Emails, and Posters for the final details 
for dates and times. 
 

 
Campus Ministry 

 

St. Peter’s Campus Ministry began the fall 
semester with a September dinner gathering. Intern 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner will be on the Lehigh 
University Campus most Mondays at the UC from 
11:30 AM to 1 PM to meet and greet students.   

There will be lunches, dinners, and social 
activities for the group throughout the fall. Watch 
your emails, Facebook, and the Sunday Bulletin for 
times and details. 
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FUNERALS: 
 

Mazie Munsch – August 20, 2009 
(funeral done by Pastor Roberts) 

 

Ruth A. Grady – September 2, 2009 
(funeral done by Pastor Spieker) 
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Look Who’s Having a Birthday 

  

Please remember, with notes and cards, the 
following homebound member who is celebrating her 
birthday this month: 

 

Elsie Snyder – October 14 
324 Charles Street – Apt. 23 

Coopersburg, PA  18036 
 

�
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The Annual Souper Day is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 20, at the Candlelight Conference 
Center. To reserve your seat, bring your $25 (checks 
payable to New Bethany Ministries) to the Church 
Office no later than October 4. The actual luncheon 
costs are the gift of the Candlelight, so your entire 
donation goes to New Bethany Ministries. 
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Thank you St. Peter’s! This past year with you has 
been incredible! I have learned so much about you 
and from you. I have been challenged and affirmed 
and because of that I have grown. Whether or not you 
know it each one of you have contributed to my 
growth, and I am confident that I will use many of 
the skills you taught me as a pastor. When I look 
back over the year there are so many things I have 
learned from and grown to appreciate about St. 
Peter’s. These are just a few. 
 

� I have enjoyed living in this city. A couple of 
months ago I made a trip to Philadelphia. I had 
not been there in several months and apparently I 
adjusted to and took for granted the pace of life 
in the Lehigh Valley more than I expected. The 
city was crowded, the driving and parking was a 
challenge and the pace of life was noticeably 
faster. The Lehigh Valley and Bethlehem in 
particular have been an enjoyable place for me to 
live. I have enjoyed a number of community 
events, fairs and festivals as well as the local 
shops and restaurants.   

� I have enjoyed engaging in the daily ins and outs 
of ministry. There is a lot that goes on behind the 
scene in a church. St. Peter’s is blessed with a 
wonderful staff who take pride in their work and 

are committed to the mission and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. They care for each other and they 
care for the well-being of God’s church through 
their work.   

� I have enjoyed working with youth and their 
families. Growing up in today’s society is not an 
easy thing to do as a young person. Raising 
children in our society has new and different 
aspects that parents just a few years ago did not 
experience. The youth of St. Peter’s have 
impressed me with their commitment to church. 
They came regularly on Whatever Wednesday as 
well as Sundays and participated in the life of the 
church in a variety of ways. They care for each 
other’s well-being and are not afraid to ask 
questions. St. Peter’s has a lot to be proud of in 
their youth!   

� I have also spent a significant amount of time 
with those in our congregation who are getting 
older. I have seen many of you in different 
phases of life. Some of you are watching your  

 

� children go to college, get married, or raise their 
own children. Others of you have experienced the 
loss of a partner, transitioned into a new living 
situation, or are adjusting to life without a car. 
Still others of you are caring for your aging 
parents and spending time with grandchildren. I 
have seen you adjust to a physical body that is 
aging and a world that is very different than what 
you grew up in. I have appreciated your stories, 
wisdom and care.   
 

 Thank you so much for your incredible 
generosity. All through the year you were generous to 
me as individuals and as a congregation. Thank you 
especially for your generosity on my final Sunday 
with you. I was humbled by your thoughtful gifts and 
can tell time and energy went into considering each 
one. Thank you. Please know that your gifts are 
appreciated, cherished, and will serve as reminders of 
you and our time together.    

Wherever I go, a part of St. Peter’s will go with 
me. Thank you for all you are, for your patience, and 
for all that you have taught me. I knew that I would 
love my internship year, but I didn’t know that I 
would love it as much as I did. Thank you for 
providing me with such a wonderful year. I give 
thanks to God for all of you.   

 

In God’s abiding love,  
Elizabeth Nees 



 	��������������� ��������������������������������
���
 �������	�

 9 

 
With Many Thanks!   
 

 From Christine at the Chateau Bourbon Hotel 
in New Orleans (this note was sent to Elizabeth 
Elterich): “Thank you again for your kind words of 
thanks following the Youth Gathering. It was truly 
our honor and pleasure to host your group – and I 
hope that we will have the opportunity to do so again. 
Your service made a tremendous impact on our home 
and we thank you!”  

From Linda Maule (Associate in Ministry at 
Messiah Lutheran Church) on behalf of the Lehigh 
Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
and their Pipe Organ Encounter Committee: “Thank 
you very much for allowing us to use the instruments 
at your church for our faculty and students. We are 
happy to report that it was a rewarding and inspiring 
week of music-making with the thirty young people 
who attended. Without your help, it would not have 
been possible. Thank you for supporting our mission 
to raise up future church musicians.” 

 
 
From Dave & Debbie Nees, parents of 

Elizabeth Nees, to Pastor Roberts, ‘Miss’ Liz, Linda, 
Barbara, and all members of St. Peter’s: “‘You have a 
very special place in my heart.’ (Philippians 1:7) It 
has become obvious in our many conversations with 
Elizabeth that the St. Peter’s internship experience 
has been very positive and you all have fostered 
amazing growth for her. This growth will be so 
valuable in the years of pastoral leadership for her…. 
It is inspiring to see firsthand how your congregation 
has taken on responsibility for education of future 
leaders as an ongoing part of ministry. You are a very 
special congregation, not only to the Nees family, but 
to the church family as a whole.” (They also sent a 
donation to St. Peter’s in thanksgiving for Elizabeth’s 
Internship year at St. Peter’s. The money is being 
used to purchase new altar linens for Holy 
Communion.)  

From Pastor Roberts to The Rev. Dr. 
Christopher Thomforde for preaching and presiding 
in morning worship on Sunday, August 30. His 
commitment allowed her to participate in the 
ordination of former Intern and now Pastor Drew 
Goodson on Saturday, August 29. 

From Mary Jane Spallone, Secretary to the 
Principal of Broughal Middle School: “Dear Rev. 
Roberts, Staff, and Church Members, So nice of you, 
once again, to think of us with apples for the teachers 

and staff, how appropriate. We want you to know that 
they were truly enjoyed and appreciated by all.”  

To Don Snider and Judy Keller for 
volunteering their time and talent to play the piano 
for Wednesday worship during the summer. 

From Mary Fistner to the Members of St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church: “Thank you from the very 
depth of my heart for your kind prayers for my 
recovery from my recent injuries and surgeries. They 
certainly reached God’s ears and heart! Thank you all 
for your great kindness.” 

From Arlene Mills: “I thank St. Peter’s 
Family for remembering my 94th birthday with all the 
beautiful greeting cards and phone calls. You all are 
the greatest.” 

From Marjorie Weiss for the kind cards and 
phone calls. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund Needs Your Help!   

 

Current economic conditions are challenging. 
Making ends meet is difficult enough without an 
illness, a lay off, an increase in heating costs, rent, or  
 
the need to replace a major appliance. Now, even 
more than usual, many are finding themselves 
without enough money to pay for their fuel or electric 
bill, for rent for a dry place to live, for clothing for 
their children, or to put a healthy meal on the table 
for their family. From time to time, Pastor Roberts is 
asked to assist individuals and families experiencing 
a wide range of difficulties. This fund has been 
heavily used over the past few months and has been 
nearly depleted. Contributions may be made by 
placing your donations in a pew envelope and 
marking it “Pastor’s Fund.” Won’t you reach out to 
help a neighbor in need? You never know when it 
may be you who needs a little help making it through 
a tough time. 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
474 Vine Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

610-867-0519 
CARELINE: A Spiritual Message: 610-868-CARE 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8 AM to 3 PM 

Friday: 9 AM to NOON 
FAX: 610-867-1249 

E-mail: church@stpetersbethlehem.org 
www.stpetersbethlehem.org 
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STAFF 
 

The Rev. Edith B. Roberts - Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. George F. Spieker - Visitation Pastor 
 

Elizabeth McKee Elterich - AIM for Education/Youth/Outreach
                

Barbara-Anne G. Taylor - AIM for Parish Administration 
 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner – Pastoral Intern 
 

Jean E. Ocker - Director of Music 
 

Marisa H. Deshler – Organist 
 

Anthony DeAngelis, Sr. – Bell Director 
 

Linda M. Zrinski - Parish Secretary 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:   8:15 & 11:00 AM Worship in Nave 
9:30 AM Sunday Church School 
6:30 PM Holy Communion in Chapel 

 

Wednesday:   10:30 AM Holy Communion in Chapel  
                

Child care is available in the Nursery on Sunday mornings for 
children up to five years of age. 
 

Sharon Ann Burns - Courier Editor 
 

�
�
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The Southside Ministries Better Buy Thrift 

Shop is once again open regular hours! The shop is 
open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 10 AM 
to 3 PM. Friday hours are from 10:30 AM to 1 PM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


